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One young girl is looking to share 
her love of reading with others through 
the addition of a new little library to 
the Uptown Providence 
area.

“Kids need to read,” 
said 9-year-old Aleigha 
Hughes. “You’ll have 
to read when you get 
older, you might as 
well start when you’re 
young. Anything you 
do, you have to be able 
to read. Even if you are great a math, 
you need to be able to read to answer 
math questions.”

Hughes, who has been one of the 
top readers in the Webster County 
Public Library’s Summer Reading pro-

gram the last three years, spent part of 
father’s day stocking the little library 
outside The J-E’s of fices on Nor th 
Broadway with books. Choosing that 
day to offi cially open her library was fi t-

ting, as the project has 
been a family one since 
it was started.

A f t e r  H u g h e s ’ 
father, J-E editor Matt 
Hughes, came up with 
the idea of opening 
the library box to help 
Aleigha share her love 
of books, she recruited 

other family members to help make it 
a reality.

“My papaw (Harold “Doug” Hughes, 
of Providence) built the structure and 
my packy (Charles Hall, of Hanson) 
painted it,” said Hughes. Both of her 

grandmothers, Sandy Hall, of Hanson 
and Sheila Hughes, of Providence) 
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Little library added to uptown Providence
FROM STAFF REPORTS

A face familiar to readers of The Jour-
nal-Enterprise and many Providence resi-
dents has been named the new managing 

editor of The J-E’s sister 
paper, The Madisonville 
Messenger.

Jon Garrett, 49 and for-
merly of Clay, has been 
announced as the new 
managing editor of The 
Messenger,  replacing 
Mike Alexief f, who has 
accepted a publisher posi-

tion with a Paxton Media Group sister 
paper in Lebanon, Tennessee.

Garrett began his journalism career at 
The Journal-Enterprise in the late 1980s, 
rising to the position of sports editor. He 
then resigned to attend Henderson Com-
munity College, where he majored in 
communications.

In 1994, as an HCC student, he was 
named “Journalist of the Year” by the 
Kentucky Intercollegiate Press Associa-
tion. That year he won every division 

in the KIPA’s 
spor ts jour-
nalism compe-
tition, includ-
ing fi rst place 
f o r  s p o r t s 
game stor y, 
f i r s t  p l a c e 
f o r  s p o r t s 
news stor y, 
f i r s t  p l a c e 
f o r  s p o r t s 
page layout, 
first place for 
sports feature 
and fi rst place 
for sports col-
umn.

After col-
lege, Garrett 
j o i n e d  t h e 
staf f  of  the 
Messenger in 
Madisonville, 
e v e n t u a l l y 
rising to the 
p o s i t i o n  o f 

managing editor. He later left the newspa-
per business to serve as media relations 
specialist for the Trover Foundation, and 
then spent almost a decade as director of 
the Providence Municipal Golf and Recre-
ation Center. He is also a former Hopkins 
County magistrate.

“At hear t, I’ve always considered 
myself a journalist,” Garrett told the 
Messenger. “The transition back into 
the newspaper business has been rel-
atively smooth from my end. In the 
last few months, I’ve confi rmed what I 
already knew — I’ve missed writing and 
reporting.”

SEE MESSENGER/PAGE A4

Former J-E 
sports editor 

returns to take 
head role at 

� e Messenger
BY MATT HUGHES - EDITOR 
MATT@JOURNALENTERPRISE.COM

Webster County magistrates 
voted on Monday to give their 
approval to a new solid waste 
funding model that they hope 
will keep the more than 30-year-
old program afloat moving for-
ward.

Those changes will make the 
compaction centers pay to use 
and will go into affect on July 1, 
2019.

We b s t e r  C o u n t y  S o l i d 

Waste’s compaction centers 
have been free to the public 
since they first opened in the 
late 1980s. Having operated 
entirely on coal severance 
funds, the program has existed 
entirely without a dime coming 

out of the pocket of Webster 
County taxpayers.

But as more and more coal 
severance dollars are being 
taken by state law makers to 
fund other things, the pool of 
money coming back to the coun-

ty has gone from over a million 
a few years ago to just several 
hundred thousand dollars last 
year.

That coal severance money 
normally gets used to fund not 
only the solid waste program, 
but Webster County Senior Ser-
vices and the Webster County 
Sheriff ’s Department. Now the 
funds just aren’t there.

“It is not a fun decision,” said 
Judge Executive Steve Henry. 
“We’ve tried to do our best to do 
what is best for our citizens. But 
we’re going from a service that 
has been free for more than thirty 

years, with no tax payer funding, 
to one people are going to have 
to pay for. We can’t afford to pro-
vide it free of charge any longer.”

Henry and the county’s three 
magistrates have been working 
on making the program solvent 
for more than a year, even going 
so far as to personally pass out 
fliers to customers at the com-
paction centers.

The plan magistrates voted 
in on Monday will provide cus-
tomers two different options to 
choose from.

SEE WASTE/PAGE A6

County OKs solid waste funding program
BY MATT HUGHES - EDITOR 
MATT@JOURNALENTERPRISE.COM

Payment required of compaction centers beginning July 1

When the 82nd FirstEnergy 
All-American Soap 
Box Derby World 

Championships kick-off 
in Akron, Ohio on July 14, 
Providence native Cash Chappell 
will be among the more than 
400 gravity racers on hand to 
compete at the at the week 
long event for the title of World 
Champion.

A gravity racer, or soapbox, 
is a motorless vehicle which is 
raced on a downhill track. In the 
stock division which Chappell 
competes in, the combined 
weight of the car and driver 
must equal 200 pounds. For 
lighter drivers, weights are 
added to the car to get it up to 
the proper weight.

Chappell won the honor by 
becoming the fi rst Providence 
resident to win the Pennyrile 
Soap Box Derby Association’s 
local stock division in 
Madisonville in May.

“Every kid who goes to Akron 
is called ‘Champ’,” said Brien 
Terry with Pennyrile Soap Box 
Derby. “They all had to win to 
get there, so they are all already 
a champion.”

Chappell follows in the 
footsteps of two other highly 
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Providence native to compete for World Championship

BY MATT HUGHES - EDITOR 
MATT@JOURNALENTERPRISE.COM

Jon Garrett

After college, Jon 
Garrett joined the 
sta�  of The Messenger 
in Madisonville, 
eventually rising 
to the position of 
managing editor. 
He later left the 
newspaper business 
to serve as media 
relations specialist 
for the Trover 
Foundation, and then 
spent almost a decade 
as director of the 
Providence Municipal 
Golf and Recreation 
Center. He is also a 
former Hopkins 
County magistrate.

Matt Hughes
Aleigha Hughes adds books to her new lit-
tle library in front of The Journal-Enterprise 
o�  ce on North Broadway in Providence.

Right: Cash 
Chappell, in front, 

waits at the 
starting line for a 

race in 
Madisonville.

Below: Cash 
Chappell poses 

with his 
championship 

trophy after 
winning the 

Pennyrile Soap Box 
Derby Association’s 
local stock division. 
He will be heading 

to Akron, Ohio, in 
July for the World 

Championship.

Provided

Chappell headed to 
Akron, Ohio, for July 14 
soap box derby event

“Kids need to read. You’ll 
have to read when you get 
older, you might as well 
start when you’re young.”

— Aleigha Hughes
daughter of J-E editor Matt Hughes

Webster County Solid Waste’s compaction centers have 
been free to the public since they � rst opened in the 
late 1980s. Having operated entirely on coal severance 
funds, the program has existed entirely without a dime 
coming out of the pocket of Webster County taxpayers.


