
Providence Tourism Commission is ready 
to roll out its annual July 4th Celebration on 
Thursday at the Providence Municipal Golf and 
Recreation Center (PMGRC).

The talent contests gets events going at 2 
p.m., with the rest of the festivities kicking off at 
4 p.m. Bands, music, food, the baloon guy and 
vendors booths will open starting at 4 p.m., as 
recording artist Reverand Jack takes the stage. 
The band is just one week removed from open-
ing for rock legends Foreigner at the Family 
Arena in Saint Charles, MO.

Brent Embry will perform from 5-5:30 p.m., 
followed by Brent & Willie from 5:30-6:30 p.m. 
and then Bobby & The Aristocats will close out 
the night from 7-9 p.m. Once again the Tourism 
Commission is bringing Sky Cab Balloon Rides 
to town. For a minimum fee guests can get a 
look at the event from above.

Fire works will begin around 9 p.m.

Reach MATT HUGHES at 270-667-2068 or matt@
journalenterprise.com.

Fourth of July celebration set for � ursday
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Just over a year after for-
mer Providence patrolman Will 
Dukes Jr. was convicted in U.S. 
Federal Court of on one count 
violating a suspect’s civil rights 
by willfully arresting him with-
out probable cause, the U.S. 
Sixth District Court of Appeals 
ruled to uphold that conviction 
on Friday.

In a statement prepared by 

Judge Amul Thapar, the 
three judge panel agreed 
with the lower cour t’s 
decis ion,  which was 
issued in June of 2018.

In September, Dukes 
was sentenced to 42 
months in federal prison.

“ I t  i s  usual ly  not 
a good thing to see the flash-
ing lights of law enforcement 
behind you,” Thapar wrote in 
the ruling. “Sometimes you get 

lucky, and the of ficer 
just gives you a warning; 
other times you are not 
so lucky, and you get a 
ticket. But the string of 
horrors Officer William 
Dukes Jr. paraded on 
Jeffrey Littlepage after a 
simple traffi c stop has no 

place in our society.”
The situation began in Feb-

ruary of 2017 when an off-duty 
city employee called Provi-

dence dispatch and reported a 
car almost running him off the 
road. Dukes responded to the 
scene on Barnhill Road, which 
is both outside the city limits 
of Providence and outside the 
county. There he stopped Jef-
frey Littlepage of Clay.

According to a report issued 
during the city’s investigation 
of the matter, there is very little 
video of the traf fic stop itself, 
despite the fact there were two 

of ficers on the scene and that 
all Providence of ficers wear 
body cameras. What the city 
does have on file begins near 
the end of the stop, when the 
report says Dukes told Little-
paige to leave Barnhill Road 
and that he was “not allowed to 
come back there again.”

Littlepage has accused Dukes 
of striking him in the genitals 
and the back during that stop, 
although no footage of those 
incidents was ever presented.

SEE COURT/PAGE A2

Court upholds Dukes’ conviction
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Former Providence patrolman currently serving 42-month sentence

Deciding to open a barbeque trailer 
wasn’t in Providence resident Randy LaNe-
ve’s long-term plans, but it was a career 
change that became necessary because of 
a progressing medical condition.

After putting in more than 30 years 
as a journeyman tool and die maker/
machinist, earlier this year LaNe-
ve found himself unable to stand. He 
took time off work, but the rest didn’t 
improve his condition.

“My chances of returning to full time 
work are slim, but knowing I’m still capa-
ble of helping fi nancially contribute to my 
family, I approached my wife about buy-
ing a food trailer,” he said. “I’ve always 
loved to barbecue and cook about any-
thing, and I love trying new food.”

LaNeve opened Big R’s BBQ and Grill 
in Providence two weeks ago. His trail-
er is parked in front of Cole Plaza on 
Westerfi eld Drive, where he plans to be 
opened on Fridays.

LaNeve’s career change came at the 

end of an ordeal that started with a a 
ruptured disc in 2004, when he was work-
ing at a Die Casting plant in Henderson. 
Surgery relieved the pain in his legs, but 
triggered pain in his back.

“I just learned to tough it out and keep 
going,” he said. “In 2007, I noticed I was 
having a lot of pain in my right arm and 
by the summer of 2008 I had lost around 
70 percent of the use of my right thumb.”

An MRI revealed a bulging disc and a 
narrowing of the nerve canals.

“It was believed to have been the 

result of a headfirst fall from a deer 
stand,” he explained. “We originally 
thought it had only left me with a few 
bruises and a gash on my head.”

In August of 2008 LaNeve underwent 
neck surgery, which helped with some of 
the problems. He went on with his life for 
the next ten years.

“In April of 2018 the embarrassing 
part begins,” LeNeve said. “While mow-
ing my yard for the fi rst time of the year, 

SEE LANEVE/PAGE A3

Local man opens food truck to help support family
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A pair of businessmen 
are now in possession of the 
only two package liquor store 
licences being awarded by 
the city of Providence. It is 
still not certain when those 
two stores will open.

Providence Spirit Shop, 
owned by Alan Elder, will 

likely be the fi rst location to 
open for business. Elder has 
been working to renovate in 
the inside and outside of the 
former Tapes ‘N Tans loca-
tion at 313 North Broadway 
since January.

The  second  l i cences 
went to Adam Cof feman, a 

SEE LIQUOR/PAGE A6

Providence: Two package 
liquor store licenses awarded
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Alliance Resource Par t-
ners, LLC (ARLP), the par-
ent  company o f  Dot ik i 
Mine/Webster County Coal, 
announced last week that it 
was expanding its interests 
into oil and gas with the pur-
chase of mineral interests 
from Wing Resources LLC 
and Wing Resources II LLC 
for a cash purchase price of 
$145 million.

Wing Resources accounts 
for contact with 400,000 gross 
acres in western Texas and 
southeastern New Mexico, 
including 783 horizontal wells 

currently producing on the 
acreage. The purchase also 
includes an additional 441 
drilled but uncompleted wells 
and 279 permits.

“Today’s announcement 
refl ects ARLP’s commitment 
to build its oil and gas min-
erals segment as a growth 
platform for the future,” said 
Joseph W. Craft III, Chair-
man, President and CEO of 
ARLP. “The Wing acquisition 
enhances our already sig-
nificant ownership position 
in the prolific, liquids-rich 
Permian Basin and, upon 

SEE OIL/PAGE A6

Alliance expands oil, gas holdings
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Will Dukes Jr.

Matt Hughes
For the second year, the Providence Tourism Commission 
is bringing Sky Cab Balloon Rides to town for the annual 
July 4th Celebration. Guests can take balloon rides from 
5:30-8:30 p.m.

Photos by Matt Hughes
Above: Josie LaNeve, left, and Morgan Wil-
liams take a break from working at Big R’s 
on Friday.

Left: A crowd gathered outside Big R’s BBQ 
in Providence on Friday for lunch.

Following several injuries, LaNeve decides on career change rather than applying for disability


