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In small communities there is always “that one 
person that everybody knows.” This person is 
almost always seen at the time and place in public, 

and their personality never changes and is distinct. 
They are a pillar and icon in the community.

For Webster County that was Marvin “Bubble 
Gum Man” Beach. How did he spend most of his 
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LOSS OF AN ICON
BY CAMERON BROWN

CAMERON.BROWN288@TOPPER.WKU.EDU

Beach, Webster County’s 
‘Bubble Gum Man,’ dies at 88

A routine traffic stop net-
ted another wanted fugitive 
last week in Providence.

O f f i c e r s  C a r l 
Scheer and Chester 
Underwood conduct-
ed the stop on Maple 
Street last Friday at 
around 1 p.m. and 
found the vehicle to 
be driven by Ronald 
Doris Robinson, 31 of 
Providence. 

He was wanted on 
numerous outstand-
ing warrants from Chris-
tian, Hopkins and Webster 
counties.

Following the suspect’s 
arrest, of ficers conducted 
a search of the vehicle and 
discovered syringes and 
two bags of suspected meth-
amphetamine.

Robinson was ar rested 
and charged with:

• Possession of  Con-
t r o l l e d  S u b s t a n c e  1 s t 
(Meth)

• Possession of drug par-
aphernalia

• Failure of Non-
Owner Operator to 
Maintain Required 
Insurance

•  C o n t e m p t  o f 
court Libel / Slander 
Resistance to Order 
Warrant in Webster 
County for the fol-
l o w i n g  c h a r g e s : 
-Fleeing or Evading 
Police, 2nd Degree 

(On Foot); -Criminal Litter-
ing; -Escape 2nd Degree

• Failure to Appear War-
rant in Hopkins County

•  P r o b a t i o n  V i o l a -
tion Warrant in Christian 
County

Reach MATT HUGHES 
at 270-667-2068 or matt@
journalenterprise.com.

Wanted man arrested 
following tra�  c stop

BY MATT HUGHES - EDITOR 
MATT@JOURNALENTERPRISE.COM

Providence council voted 
down a proposal to purchase a 
new ambulance for the city on 
Monday night, despite the fact 
that Fire Chief Steve Burns told 
them that the purchase would 
save them around $63,000. 
Members told Burns and Mayor 
Doug Hammers that they want-
ed more options and more infor-
mation before making such a 
decision.

One of the city’s two ambu-
lances is more than three years 
overdue to be replaced, a situ-
ation that Burns is looking to 
correct. However the council did 
not seem to approve of the way 
in which he and Hammers went 
about it.

After getting estimates on the 
cost of an entirely new ambu-
lance versus the cost of moving 
the city’s current ambulance 
box to a new chassis, Burns and 
Hammers decided to bid the 
latter option. That came back 
with one bid in the amount of 
$73,750, around $63,000 less 
than what the city has budgeted 
for a new ambulance.

Under that option, the city’s 
13-year-old ambulance box 
would be lifted off the old truck, 
updated with new lighting and 
electrical wiring, then installed 
on a chassis with a new cab and 
new engine.

Burns explained that he and 
Hammers had moved forward 
on getting the bid because they 
were in a time crunch.

“We were up against a dead-
line,” he told the council. “To get 
a 2019 chassis, we had to get the 
order in in time.”

But that bid came in almost 
two months ago and was never 
presented to the council. While 
neither the city nor the mayor 
has signed any offi cial documen-
tation to order the ambulance, 
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Council 
votes down 

proposal 
for new 

ambulance
BY MATT HUGHES - EDITOR 
MATT@JOURNALENTERPRISE.COM

Authorities will be pressing charg-
es against a student found to have 
had a gun in their vehicle at Webster 
County High School last Tuesday, and 
school of ficials also say that appro-

priate disciplinary action will follow.
School offi cials say that K-9 Resourc-

es was on site last site to conduct a 
sweep of the WCHS parking lot to deter 
contraband from being brought onto 
campus, when the dog struck on a vehi-
cle. Inside offi cials located a .22 rifl e.

“Necessar y actions were imme-
diately taken and future appropriate 
disciplinary procedures will follow,” 
superintendent Rhonda Callaway said 
in a press release. “Parents, it is a great 
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WEBSTER COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL

Student charged a� er .22 ri� e found in vehicle
BY MATT HUGHES - EDITOR 
MATT@JOURNALENTERPRISE.COM

Ronald 
Doris 

Robinson

Known by most just as “the Bubble Gum Man,” Wheat-
croft resident Marvin Beach was a staple of Webster 

County athletic events. He regularly attended WCHS 
and WCMS sporting events, and always carried with 
him a bucket of bubblegum, which he was happy to 

hand out to both the young and young at heart. Beach 
passed away last Tuesday at the Morgan� eld Nursing 

and Rehab Center in Union County.

Steve Shoots

Top:  A group from Green Grove Baptist 
Church dressed up as characters from 
“The Wizard of Oz” to hand out candy.

Above: Pennywise the Clown, also 
known as Brantley Newman, makes his 

way through the crowd at the Provi-
dence Trunk or Treat on Thursday.

Right: Rozjah Copeland, left, and Journ-
ee Copeland braved the cold on Hallow-

een with their mother, the J-E’s Kiera 
Copeland. See more photos on Page A8.

Photos by Jeni� er David
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