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Masks and vaccinations will 
be optional for both students 
and staff when school resumes 
on August 17, according to the 
2021-2022 reopening plan pub-
lished to the Webster County 
Schools website on Monday.

“Our students and staff have 
been at camps, VBS, swim-
ming pools, vacations, family 
reunions etc... all summer with-
out masks (vaccinated or not),” 
superintendent Rhonda Calla-
way wrote in a Facebook post. 
“Do we encourage getting the 
vaccine, absolutely, however, 

that too is a personal choice. 
Unless there is a mandate 
issued, masks will be a per-
sonal choice for the 2021-2022 
school year in WebCo.”

According to the reopen-
ing plan, by this point all staff 
and students over the age of 
12 have had an opportunity to 

be vaccinated. All though there 
is no requirement,  anyone 
over 12 is encouraged to do so 
before the start of school. The 
only dif ference between those 
who are vaccinated and those 
who are not, is that vaccinated 
students and staf f will not be 
required to quarantine if they 
are exposed to someone who 
has the virus.

Although the Center for Dis-
ease Control (CDC) and Gover-
nor Andy Beshear urge mask-
ing for anyone who has not 
been vaccinated, the district 
believes that this is a person-
al choice, one that can only be 
made by parents/guardians and 
their children.

Masks, vaccine optional for Webster students
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State Representative Jim Gooch paid a 
visit to the Webster County Fiscal Court 
on Monday, taking up topics ranging 
from Kentucky’s struggles with ener-
gy independence and the need to grow 
broadband internet in rural areas of the 
commonwealth.

“One of the most serious things affect-
ing Kentucky is energy,” Gooch stated. 
“Its more than a little concerning that 
just six months into the new administra-
tion, we’ve seen oil prices almost dou-
bled. We had achieved energy indepen-
dence for the first time in our history. 
Then, on his first day in office, President 
Biden began shutting down American 
pipelines.”

Gooch also referenced the president’s 
recent controversial decision not to sanc-
tion the company in charge of building 
Russia’s Nord Stream 2 gas pipeline, in 
the wake of halting the Keystone Pipe-
line.

President Joe Biden is currently fac-
ing bipartisan backlash to his adminis-
tration’s agreement with Germany that 
allows the Russian-owned natural gas 
pipeline to be built.

State Rep.  
Gooch addresses 

Fiscal Court
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If you live in or around Webster 
County, by this point you’ve like-
ly heard all about the black bear that 
passed through the area last week. 
First appearing in Dixon before making 
his way towards Clay, he made his last 
county appearance in Diamond. After 
that, he vanished into the wilderness 
for a while before emerging in Caldwell 
County late last week.

But even as the animal moved on to 
other communities, local residents have 
been left with several questions. Why 
was he here? Where did he come from? 
Where is he going?

Those questions may have some sur-
prisingly simple answers.

WHY WAS IT HERE?
The two closest native bear pop-

ulations to Webster County are in 
eastern and south eastern Kentucky, 
where there are around 1,000 res-
ident animals, and a population of 
around 800 bear in the Ozark region 
of Missouri.

According to John Hast, the black 

bear coordinator for the Kentucky Dept 
of Fish and Wildlife, such a long dis-
tance journeys as the one undertak-
en by our most recent visitor isn’t as 

uncommon as most people would think. 
It’s actually a natural part of a young 
male bear’s coming of age.

“Anyone who has seen him should 
consider themselves lucky,” said Hast. 
“Black bear don’t usually travel during 
the day.”

Each spring, he explained, when bear 
come out of hibernation, the moth-
er kicks the young males cubs from 
the previous year out of their hunting 
group to make way for new cubs. No 
longer welcomed by the mother, and 
not yet attached to a mate, these young 
males set out on a journey of explora-
tion.

“At that point, they generally pick a 
direction and start walking,” Hast said.

Generally it’s a solo journey, mean-
ing the odds of two or more bear 
being in the same vicinity is quite 
rare, which means most of the uncon-
firmed bear sightings around the area 
don’t match with the path identified 
by KDFW and are most likely false 
reports.

Black bear causes a stir 

Provided
This photo of the bear was taken on 
Gardner Sawmill Road near Townsends 
Grocery in Dixon.
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Webster County’s second Blue 

Ribbon Day celebration was held 
on Friday at the Webster County 
Senior Center in Dixon. 

In lieu of rides and games, this 
year’s event focused entirely on the 
normal county fair/ blue ribbon com-
petitions that allow area residents 
to put their culinary, gardening and 

Blue Ribbon 
winners 

announced

Matt Hughes
Around 175 entries were submitted for the Blue Ribbon Days competition.
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COVID-19 cases across Webster Coun-
ty and the Green River District Health 
Depar tment (GRDHD) seven county 
region continue to climb, but despite 
high reporting numbers, the total hospi-
talizations remains much lower than what 
was seen a year ago.

Webster County remains in the “red” 
following a report of 19 new confirmed 
cases of COVID-19 on Tuesday. The 
county has been in the red since July 19, 
when the GRDHD reported 15 new cases 
of the virus.

As of Tuesday, only three patients were 
hospitalized for the virus.

Across the entire GRDHD region, a 
total of 250 new COVID-19 cases were 
reported on Tuesday, with a total of 12 
patients being in the hospital due to 
COVID-19.

Coronavirus  
cases on the rise; 
hospitalizations 
down in region

County remains in the ‘red’

Parents are urged to screen kids for COVID-19 symptoms
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