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COVID-19 cases across the 
county and the state continue to 
rise, with the Green River District 
Health Department (GRDHD) 
repor ting 31 new cases of 
COVID-19 on Tuesday, bringing 
the total number of cases in the 
county since the pandemic began 
to 1,823.

GRDHD reported a total of 466 
new confirmed cases of the virus 
within its seven county region for 
a total of 27,764 since last March. 
From those there have been 436 
total deaths.

“We are seeing an alarming 
rise in our incidence of new 
COVID-19 cases” said Clay 
Horton, GRDHD Public Health 
Director. The best way to protect 
yourself and those you love is to 

get vaccinated against COVID-19. 
COVID-19 vaccines are safe and 
highly effective. If you are not yet 
fully vaccinated, at higherrisk, or 
work in a high traffic public job 
like retail or dining, continue to 
wear a mask when in indoor pub-
lic spaces. If you are not vacci-
nated against COVID-19 yet, get 
vaccinated immediately!”

A person is considered fully 
vaccinated two weeks after their 
second dose in a two-dose series, 
such as the Pfizer or Moderna 
vaccines, or two weeks after a sin-
gle-dose vaccine, such as John-
son & Johnson’s Janssen vaccine.

The health department urges 
residents to continue taking all 
precautions until they are fully 
vaccinated.
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Mask restrictions will remain in place 
for Webster County Schools despite 
Gover nor Andy Beshear’s decision 
to rescind his recent mask mandate, 
superintendent Rhonda Callaway con-
firmed at Monday night’s regular sched-
uled board meeting.

Beshear withdrew his August 10 man-
date on Monday, following a pair of loss-
es in court over the weekend. On Satur-
day, the Kentucky Supreme Court ruled 
that House Bill 1 (HB1), which limits 
the governor’s power to issue broad 
sweeping statewide mandates without 
the consent of the state legislature, 
was a valid and enforceable law. The 

bill, passed earlier this year, includes a 
passage that allows school boards the 
power to design their own plan to deal 
with the pandemic without oversight or 
restrictions from the governor or any 
other state office.

That Supreme Cour t r uling came 
just two days after U.S. District Judge 
William O. Ber telsman of Covington 
ruled on behalf of 20 Campbell Coun-
ty Catholic school families, placing a 
temporar y restraining order against 
Beshear’s mandate. blocking it from 
being enforced.

For schools, however, the Governor’s 
mask mandate wasn’t last stumbling 
block between them and going mask-
less. On August 12, just two days after 

the governor’s mandate, the Kentucky 
Board of Education issued an emer-
gency regulation requiring masks in all 
public schools for up to 270 days.

“ T h e  s t a t e  b o a r d  a c t e d  u n d e r 
authority set for th in KRS 156.160 to 
promulgate administrative regulations 
n e c e s s a r y  o r  a d v i s a b l e  f o r  t h e 
protection of the health and welfare 
of public school students,” Education 
Commissioner Jason Glass said in a 
Monday message to Kentucky Schools. 
“Neither the U.S. District Court nor the 
Kentucky Supreme Court’s orders are 
applicable to the KBE regulation, 702 
KAR 1:195E.”

Mask mandate to continue

Matt Hughes

Chelsey Wirth, left, and Bailey Zaretzke, discuss Webster County Schools’ continuing mask requirements with Assistant Superintendent 
Aaron Harrell during Monday night’s meeting of the Webster County Board of Education. BY MATT HUGHES 
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Jimmy Goff, a longtime member 
of the Webster County Water Dis-
trict water board, passed away this 
week after a reported battle with 
COVID-19.

Goff, a resident of the Slaugh-
ters-area, joined the WCWD board 
in July of 2010.

During his time on the board, 
WCWD was able to celebrate 
many accomplishments, with per-
haps the most important being 
able to become completely debt 
free in October of 2016.

Tomblinson Funeral Home in 
Sebree will be handling the ser-
vices, but arrangements had not 
been set as of press time on Tues-
day.

It will now fall to Webster Coun-
ty Judge Executive Steve Henry to 
appoint Goff’s replacement on the 
water board.

Contact Matt Hughes at matt@jour 
nalenterprise.com or 270-667-2069.
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Local residents interested in getting 
the Pfizer version of the COVID-19 vac-
cine will have a chance to do so at no 
charge this Saturday and Sunday in 
Sebree.

Wild Health, Inc, a Lexington-based 

medical clinic that uses a combination 
of DNA sequencing, blood, microbiome 
tests and lifestyle factors—known as 
genomic-based personalized medicine—
to treat its fewer than 2,000 patients, rose 
to prominence in 2020 when it secured 
contracts for more than $57 million in 
state and federal money to test and vac-

cinate Kentuckians. The company scaled 
up from 50 employees to more than 900.

Part of this government contract is to 
offer free vaccination clinics around the 
state, and this week that service is being 
provided in Sebree.

COVID-19 vaccine clinic in Sebree this weekend
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Webster  County Fiscal 
Cour t held a public hear-
ing on Monday morning for 
t h e  p u r p o s e 
of discussing 
the  county ’ s 
tax rates for 
this year. With 
no  members 
of the public 
appear ing to 
a d d r e s s  t h e 
cour t,  magis-
trates decision 
to freeze taxes 
a t  t h e  s a m e 
rate  as  2020 
passed unani-
mously.

Each year, magistrate must 
set a county tax rate, which 
will be passed on to proper-
ty owners. Under state law, 
the fiscal cour t can choose 

to lower the rate or adopt 
the compensating rate with a 
simple majority vote. 

The compensat ing rate 
takes the current tax base 

into account, 
and allows the 
county to col-
l e c t  a p p r o x -
i m a t e l y  t h e 
same amount 
of revenue as 
the  pr ev ious 
fiscal year.

The compen-
sating rate is 
tied directly to 
t h e  c o u n t y ’ s 
tax base. 

I f  the base 
goes up from 

year-to-year, the rate tax pay-
ers pay will be lower, and 
vice versa.

This year of ficials repor t 
a $20 million increase in the 

county’s tax rate, meaning 
the compensating rate would 
drop from the 18.8 cents per 
$100 of assessed value local 
proper ty owners paid last 
year, to just 18.3 cents per 
$100.

By electing to keep the tax 
rate at 18.8 cents per $100 
of  assessed value rather 
than following the compen-
sating rate of 18.3 cents, the 
county will collect $999,005 
in tax revenue rather than 
$972,000, without issuing 
a tax increase to local resi-
dents.

Because the selected rate 
was higher than the compen-
sating rate, the cour t was 
required to hold Monday’s 
public hearing for any mem-
bers of the public who chose 
to protest the rate.

GRDHD reports 31 
new coronavirus cases

County decides on annual tax rates

By electing to keep the 
tax rate at 18.8 cents per 
$100 of assessed value 
rather than following 
the compensating rate 
of 18.3 cents, the county 
will collect $999,005  
in tax revenue rather 
than $972,000, without 
issuing a tax increase  
to local residents.
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