
When Townsend’s Grocer y 
opened for business this morn-
ing, it was the fi rst time in more 
than a century that it was not a 
Townsend holding the key.

Brothers Mack and Scott 
Townsend have offi cially retired 
from the grocery business after 
having spent their entire lives 
serving the people of Webster 
County, but both urge loyal cus-
tomers to give the new owners 
their business.

The new owners are already 
established business owners 
in the area, operating stores in 
both Poole and Beulah.

“Its just a change of owner-
ship,” said Mack, who has been 
something of a staple in the com-
munity, slinging sandwiches 
and pizzas from his post behind 
the meat counter while talking 
UK and Trojan basketball with 
anyone who would listen. “All of 
our regular employees are stay-
ing. There will still be a butcher 
there full time. I’ll even be in 
sometime. Scott and I aren’t fully 
retiring, we’ll both be working at 
the store some. I’ll miss seeing 
everyone on a regular basis. I 
don’t think I can give that up.”

The Townsend Legacy began 
in the community of Jonestand 
in 1900, when brothers Arthur 
and Luther Townsend opened the 
fi rst of many stores to carry the 
family name in Webster County.

Alvie Townsend, grandfather 
of Mack and Scott, opened his 
first store in the early 1920s. 
That location was in the com-
munity of Boxville. It was there, 
in 1926, that their father Morris 
Townsend was born.

“My granddad had four 
brothers,” Mack said. “Ever y 
time one of them would get old 
enough, he’d put them to work 
in the grocery store and open a 
new location.”

Townsends Grocery quickly 
spread across Webster County, 
expanding the business into 
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The AMC Network made a hit 
television series out of the meth-
amphetamine trade, but the dan-
ger facing local communities is a 
lot more real than Walter White 
and the story line of “Breaking 
Bad.”

While the opioid epidemic 
made national headlines and 
caught the attention of everyone 
from Governor Matt Bevin to 
President Donald Trump, meth-
amphetamine use nationwide 
was quietly cooking in the shad-
ows. Even as the Federal gov-
ernment poured record amounts 
of funding into fi ghting the opi-
oid threat, data from the U.S. 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention shows that between 
2011 and 2016, the number of 
drug overdose deaths involv-
ing methamphetamine more 
than tripled, going from 1,887 to 
6,762.

In Providence alone, the local 
police department has made 24 
meth related arrests since Police 
Chief Todd Jones took of fice 
in February of 2019. The latest 
came just last Monday when 
police pulled over an individual 
they witnessed throwing litter 
out in the parking lot of Huck’s 
(see story in this week’s edition 
of the J-E).

The Webster County Sheriff’s 
department couldn’t report meth 
arrest data due to their arrest 
repor ts being filed on paper 
rather than electronically. KSP 
did not respond to a query for 
meth arrest data.
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PPD records 24 
meth-related arrests 
in a mere 10 months

Parents of kindergartners at Provi-
dence Elementary can hold their heads 
high following the release of the dis-
trict’s Kindergarten Readiness (KR) 
assessment data last week. The young 
Bulldogs reported in at 59.4% Kinder-
garten Ready, giving them not only the 
highest KR readiness score in the coun-
ty, but a 9.4 points higher than the state-
wide average of 51%.

Each year schools across the state 
assess the Kindergar ten Readiness 
of incoming kindergarten students at 
each elementary schools by using the 
Brigance Early Childhood Screen III, 
a nationally recognized test that deter-
mines how prepared students are for 
their grade level. The test scores stu-
dents in areas including: Academic/
Cognitive, Language Development, 
Physical Development, Self-Help and 
Social-Emotional Development.

District of ficials credit the high 
scores to the county’s strong early 
childhood programs, which include pre-

school in both Providence and Sebree, 
and the use of the district’s striving 
readers’ grant.

In Providence, 32 kindergar tners 
were tested at the beginning of the 
school year, 15 of which came to the 
district from head star t. Those stu-
dents turned in an average 53.3% KR 
score.

“When the Kindergarten readiness 
scores were fi rst released to the school 
I was very excited because they were 
higher than the previous year’s scores,” 
said Nita Johnson, the Providence prin-
cipal. “These scores correlate with the 
MAP data from NWEA for the winter 
testing cycle. It states that 50% of kin-
dergartners are on or above grade level 
in reading while 64% are on or above 
grade level in math.”

School offi cials attribute the improve-
ment in scores at Providence to several 
different factors, including the campus’ 
school-based and head start preschool 
program, with 20 of 37 kindergartners 
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Kindergarten scores above 
average in state entrance exam
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Although littering is a crime 
that can result in heavy fines, 
that doesn’t stop some people 
from taking the chance and toss-
ing their garbage out the window 
of their car. One Madisonville 

man, however, may have learned 
his lesson after littering landed 
him in jail on meth charges.

According to a press release 
from the Providence Police 
Department, chief Todd Jones 
and patrolman Chester Under-
wood Jr. witnessed Stephen Tyler 

Harris, 22, of Madisonville, open 
his car door and toss litter out 
into the parking lot of Huck’s at 
approximately 9 a.m. on Dec. 23.

Of ficers pulled the vehicle 
over to question Harris, who was 
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A new movement urging county 
offi cials to adopt an ordinance declar-
ing Webster County a Second Amend-
ment Sanctuar y County is gaining 
steam, having collected over 300 sig-

natures over the weekend, with sev-
eral elected of ficials from both the 
county and city levels voicing their 
support.

The Second Amendment Sanctuary 
movement began in Virginia in anticipa-
tion of new, stricter gun control regula-
tions expected to be passed by the state 
legislators in 2020.
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Issue could be addressed by 
the county as early as Jan. 13
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Stephen 
Tyler Harris

Matt Hughes
Mack (left) and Scott Townsend were honored with the Savage Award by the Providence-Webster 
County Chamber of Commerce in late October. E� ective as of today, the brothers have o�  cially 
retired and sold the business their family has operated for more than 100 years.
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