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With the passing of Provi-
dence council member Derek 
David last week, the city will 
be seeking to fill the untimely 
vacancy on the governing body 
within the next two weeks.

By Kentucky law, the council 

has 30 days from the date the 
seat was vacated to appoint a 
new member to fulfil the term. 
That period will end between the 
city’s two regular meetings in 
December, the 6th and the 20th. 
The council decided Monday to 
work to appoint a replacement at 
the Dec. 6 meeting. 

Those interested in the office 
may contact any of the council 
members to put their name on 
the list for consideration. The 

council will deliberate and seek 
to approve the new member 
during that Monday meeting.

Council member Shannon 
Layton said she believed it 
would be of help to the group 
if those interested wrote a few 
sentences explaining why they 
would be a good choice for the 
city. The council agreed that it 
would be helpful in making an 
informed decision.

M a y o r  D o u g  H a m m e r s 

informed the members that 
while he could make recom-
mendations to the council, the 
final decision would be theirs. 
He added that if the council 
could not appoint someone by 
the end of the 30-day limit, the 
decision would be made by the 
governor’s office.

The mayor expressed his 
c o n d o l e n c e s  t o  t h e  f a m -
ily of David, who passed last 
Wednesday

“Our thoughts and prayers 
go out to his family during this 
difficult time,” he said.

In other business, there was 
some disagreement over the 
roofing project at the building 
that houses the fire depar t-
ment, city emergency dispatch, 
council  chambers,  and the 
Providence branch of the Web-
ster County Public Library.

City seeking to appoint new council member
Seat vacated after 

passing of Derek David

BY STAFF REPORT
An early mor ning ATV accident 

claimed the life of a Webster County sher-
iff’s deputy Friday.

According to a release 
from the Webster County 
Sherif f ’s Of fice, Gary L. 
Cole, 59 of Sebree, died at 
the scene of the accident at 
the intersection of KY 283 
and Cottingham Pratt Road. 
The single-vehicle accident 
occurred before sunrise, 
the report reads.

Cole was attempting to 
make a right turn from KY 283 onto Cot-
tingham Pratt Road when the left front tire 
of the ATV left the roadway, the report 
states. The vehicle shifted sideways and 
entered the ditch, and Cole was partially 
ejected and caught beneath the ATV.
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Approximately 100 people 
dodged the raindrops 
Thursday in Providence 

to attend the annual 
Providence Elementary School 
Veterans Day program. They 
were rewarded by a window of 
blue skies and presentations 
from each class from the 
school. The school changed 

things up this year, conducting 
a parade through the middle 
of town with each class 
stopping before the gathering 
of veterans and families. The 
students read poems, sang 
songs, and recited the Pledge 
of Allegiance as the crowd 
crowded the sidewalks around 
the Providence mini park.

Providence Elementary  
puts on Veterans Day parade

For more photos from 
the event see page A6

Phoos by M. G. McKinley
Students from Providence Elementary School take part in their annual salute to Veterans Day during a special parade program 
Thursday at the mini park. Each grade presented a song or recitation in honor of those who have served in the military. 

BY STAFF REPORT
Providence lost one of its elected offi-

cials last week, as Derek David lost his 
battle with complications from COVID-19. 
He was 44 years old.

David took office in January as part of 
a wave of new council members that saw 
three of the city’s six seats filled by fresh-
men officials. As Providence is not split 
into districts, the top six vote-getters on 
the ballot are seated on the council.

David spent several week in the ICU at 
St. Vincent Hospital in Evansville before 
passing Tuesday night

Some of David’s fellow council mem-
bers posted statements on Facebook 
Wednesday.

Shannon Layton: Please keep this 
precious family in your prayers in the 
coming days, weeks and months. Derek 
David was a great man and I had the plea-
sure of serving on the city council with 
him for these past ten months. He loved 

Providence 
councilman 
David dies

SEE COUNCIL/PAGE A5

SEE BAILIFF/PAGE A5

SEE DAVID/PAGE A5


