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The war in Vietnam was one 
of the most unfor tunate peri-
ods in U.S. history, marked by 
the deaths of over 58,200 U.S. 
ser vicemen. Unlike in previ-
ous wars, where soldiers were 
welcomed home as conquer-
ing heros, the men and women 
who returned from this conflict 
returned to angry war protesters. 

Many were spit on.
The Webster County chapter 

of the Daughters of the Ameri-
can Revolution (DAR), along with 
Webster County Senior Services, 
is looking to right that wrong 
with a special Welcome Home 
ceremony for Vietnam veter-
ans. The event will be held Fri-
day, March 13, at 10 a.m. at the 
Webster County Senior Center in 
Dixon.

“While March 29 is officially 
Welcome Home Vietnam Vet-
erans day, on March 13 we’re 
having a special ceremony for 
all those who served between 
November 1, 1955 and April 30, 
1975,” said Beth Nall with DAR.

While all veterans and resi-
dents are invited the attend the 
special event, a special focus will 
be placed on those who served 
in the military between Novem-

ber 1955 and May 15, 1975. All 
Vietnam-era Webster County res-
idents will receive a certificate 
and a Vietnam Veteran lapel pin.

The pin is a one time presen-
tation.

“We want as many veterans 
who qualify to come that day as 
possible,” said Nall.

“We did this in 2018,” added 
Judge Executive Steve Henry. 
“At that point in time we did it in 

the vault, where we used to hold 
court meetings, and we couldn’t 
get all the people in. I expect just 
as many people to attend this 
time.”

A light lunch will be provided by 
Webster County Senior Services 
following the ceremony.

Contact Matt Hughes at matt@
journalenterprise.com or 270-667-
2069

Vietnam Veterans to be honored on Friday
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Webster County Fiscal Court 
and the Webster County Road 
Department recently installed a 
new “Road Closed” gate on Bell-
ville Road just beyond the city 
limits of Providence.

Magistrate Tony Felker said 
that officials in Crittenden Coun-
ty installed a similar gate on 

the west side of the Tradewater 
River in an attempt to prevent 
motorists from attempting to 
drive through flood water.

Until recently, Webster County 
officials put out “Road Closed” 
signs whenever the roadway was 
flooded, but those signs kept 
going missing.

The new gate is located just 
beyond the railroad crossing on 

Bellville Road, nearly two miles 
from the river and any potential 
flood water. Because a number of 
residents live between that point 
and the river, the gate will only 
block half the roadway to allow 
local traffic to pass.

Contact Matt Hughes at matt@
journalenterprise.com or 270-667- 
2069

New high water gate 
installed on Bellville Road

The Webster County Road Department recently installed this gate on Bellville Road 
just outside of Providence, roughly two miles from the Tradewater River. The gate 
will be closed when the river gets out of its banks and the road is officially closed.
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Pleasant Hill Missionar y 
Baptist Church in Providence 
and its members are once 
again pulling the community 
together to offer assistance 
to those in need, this time 
the victims of the Nashville 
tornado.

“When a tornado hit our 
community in 2002, our life 
center was destroyed and 
several of our members lost 
their houses,” said Pastor 
Paris Johnson Sr. “So any-
time there is a disaster, we 
try to pull together and offer 
help.”

Pleasant Hill has provided 
help to other communities 
following disasters such as 
tornados, hurricanes and the 
water contamination in Flint, 
Michigan.

“We believe it is the job of 
the church to help those in 
need,” Johnson said. “Christ 
commands us to care for the 
elderly, the poor and those in 
need.”

Following last Tuesday 
night, when tornados tore 
through middle Tennessee 
and killed 24, Johnson said 
he reached out to Mount 
Bethel Missionar y Baptist 
Church in Nashville. He said 

that like the 2002 tornado 
in Providence, the church 
lost its life center and sev-
eral members homes were 
damaged.

A Nashville food bank 
has of fered 15,000 pounds 
of food, but Mount Bethel’s 
members are already deal-
ing with their own issues, so 
Pleasant Hill has agreed to 
provide volunteers to help 
hand-out food to those in 
need. Volunteers headed to 
Nashville over the weekend, 
and the plan is for them to 
continue driving down every 
Monday until the community 
and church gets back on its 
feet.

“Any relief the people 
of Providence and Webster 
County would like to give, we 
will see that 100% of it gets 
to the people of Nashville,” 
Johnson said.

Pleasant Hill has already 
recruited a number of local 
sponsors, who will be pro-
viding donations for the pro-
gram. Those include Sure-
way, McDonalds of Provi-
dence, Kirby Funeral Home, 
the City of Providence, Prov-
idence Dollar General Store 
and Do It Best Hardware.

Pleasant Hill 
Church offers aid 
to tornado victims
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Webster County School officials are prepar-
ing to start using a new employee manage-
ment software system that they hope will help 
administrators handle personnel issues.

Assistant superintendent Aaron Harrell 
informed school board members at Mon-
day night’s meeting that the district would 
begin training school level administrators 
to use UPSLOPE Personnel Management 
on April 2.

According to Harrell, the idea behind the 
software is to remove some of the school 
level administrators’ discretion when it comes 
to employee disciplinary issues by providing 
them with a specific set of choices.

“People go with their gut on personnel 
issues,” he said. “Often that is not the correct 
way to go about it.”

Harrell stated that the way things are cur-
rently done, where the principal has his or 
her own freedom to handle personnel issues 
as they see fit, could possibly open the dis-
trict up to some serious legal issues.

“If something happens at Webster Coun-
ty Middle School and the same thing hap-
pens at Sebree Elementary and the princi-
pals handle it differently, that could create a 
problem for us,” he explained. “This doesn’t 
take the principals out of the decision, but it 
gives them a matrix to help them decide how 
to handle it.”

Harrell explained that the software uses 
existing board policies to suggest the proper 
response to a personnel disciplinary issue, 
such as excessive tardiness. It also compares 
board policies to make sure they are in line 
with state law.

UPSLOPE comes with an initial $8,000 buy-
in for the district and a $2,500 per year sub-
scription fee.

“$2,500 does even cover the district’s attor-
ney cost for any potential litigation,” board 
member Cameron Edwards added.

UPSLOPE training will be held on April 2. 
Principals will be trained first, followed that 
afternoon by a committee that will be made 
up of other administrators, board members 
and parents.

Harrell cautioned that it was important that 
district of ficials and administrators have a 
united front when it comes to the program.

“We can’t have the Sebree Principal on 
board and Mr. Gooch (WCMS) not,” he 
said. “We need a commitment from all of 
our principals.”

In other business, superintendent Rhonda 
Callaway announced that the district would 
be seeking to renew their state approved 
Non-Traditional Instructional Days (NTI), 
known locally Link2Learn days.

When the state first approved NTI days, 
districts had to seek renewal on a year-
ly basis. That has since been changed, and 
schools are only required to apply for renewal 
one every three years.

So far in the 2019-20 school year, Webster 
County Schools have only used three NTI 
days.

Callaway also informed the board that a 
bill currently in the state legislature (SB 156) 
is seeking to put complete control of area 
technology schools in the hands of the local 
school board.

“If the funding doesn’t come with it, we 
can’t afford it,” she told the board. “Currently 
we don’t pay their salaries and we don’t buy 

School district eyes software  
to manage employee discipline
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Webster County Fiscal Court 
heard from representatives of the 
Kentucky Transportation Cabinet’s 
(KYTC) Rural Secondary Roads 
program on Monday to discuss the 
allocation of $390,255 in funding 
for roadwork in the county.

The Office of Rural Secondary 
Roads (ORSR) oversees County 
and Municipal Road Aid funds 
that go to county governments 
and cities across the common-
wealth, as well as the Rural Sec-
ondary Program (RS), which pro-
vides funding for reconstruction 
and maintenance of secondar y 
and rural roads in each county.

Each spring ORSR presents the 
county government with a pro-
posal on the allocation of those 
funds within the county. The bulk 
of those funds go to work on state 
roads specified by the KYTC. The 
remainder, called Flex Funds, are 
set aside for use by the county 
road department.

While the county is asked to 
approve or deny the KYTC por-
tion of those funds, county offi-
cials really have no say in where 
and how it is used.

The Flex Funds, however, can be 
used to maintain county roadways.

On Monday, KYTC represen-
tative Ethan Johnson presented 
the 2020 allocations to the Fiscal 
Court. For the state portion of 
the funding, which amounts to a 
total of $390,255 in work, will go 
towards the resurfacing of High-
way 120 from Red Oak School 
Road to Gooch Jones Road and 
the resurfacing of Highway 293 
from Slover Creek Bridge to 
Highway 270.

The KYTC proposed using the 

$147,324 in Flex Funds to resur-
face Highway 630 from the county 
line to Winstead Cemetery Road, 
but magistrates decide to reject 
that offer.

Judge Steve Henry told John-
son that last year the court had 
requested funding to pave Shady 
Grove Knob Lick Road, but that 
request had been denied. He said 
that the county had identified that 
as the county road most in need of 
attention.

To access those funds, coun-
ty officials will have to submit a 
request form to the KYTC. After 
receipt of this form, the appropri-
ate KYTC district personnel will 
evaluate the roads. If there are 
no discrepancies, the Cabinet will 
enter into an agreement with the 
county to reimburse the county 
for work on the roads listed in the 
agreement.

Johnson told the court that as of 
this morning, Webster County still 
had Flex Fund monies left over 
from last year.

“You only have three years to 
spend it,” he cautioned.

If it isn’t spent within that time, 
the county has to start the pro-
cess of getting approval for the 
funds over.

“Once its allocated to you, you 
never lose it,” explained KYTC 
road engineer Jason Ward. “If you 
don’t use it within three years it 
rolls back into the total Webster 
County road funds.”

In other business, the cour t 
opened one bid for elevator main-
tenance from DC Elevator of 
Louisville. The county’s existing 
contract for elevator maintenance 
expires at the end of March.

Fiscal court discusses 
$390K in state road funds
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