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Amidst the COVID-19 crisis, 
one of the oldest continually 
operational businesses in the 
city of Providence closed its 
doors earlier this year.

After 62 years in operation, 
West Kentucky Steel officially 
closed its doors in May following 
a steady decline in business with 
the mining industry over the last 
decade, and the sudden loss of 
business due to the COVID-19 
lockdown.

“All lot of mines had already 
put in their own fabrication 
shops,” said general manag-
er Eddie Gooch. “But when 
COVID-19 hit, the mines start-
ed telling us not to come to the 
mines. They might have equip-
ment setting on the dock that 
needed to be worked on, but we 
weren’t allowed to go work on it. 
They just weren’t spending any 
money.”

By May, the company was 
down to just five employees. 
Eddie Gooch said he looked at 
options such as the Federal Gov-
ernment’s PPP loans, but noth-
ing fit the needs of their com-
pany.

“This wasn’t just one thing, it 
was several issues that were just 
made worse by COVID-19,” he 
explained. “The PPP loan, for 
example, would have given us 
two and a half months of salaries 
for our employees. That money 
was forgivable, if you only 
used it for payroll. It didn’t do 
anything to help with the other 
issues. We couldn’t use it to pay 
expenses.”

West Kentucky Steel was 
founded in 1958 by James A. 
Gooch Sr. and Walter Woolsey, 
but of whom had a background 
working in the coal industry. 
During their early years in busi-
ness, the pair traveled around 
the country with work crews 
constructing coal prep plants 
and erecting draglines.

“Within ten years of opening, 
they’d developed a business that 
was a phenominal success,” said 

State Representative Jim Gooch 
Jr. “They were one of the most 
successful business in the coun-
try building draglines.”

Among their claim to fame 
is being a part of the crew that 
erected “Big Muskie”, the 
world’s largest dragline. The 
machine, manufactured by 
Bucyrus-Erie, weighed 13,500 
tons and stood 22-stories tall. It 
was in operation from 1969 to 
1991 and cost cost $25 million in 
1969, the equivalent of $174 mil-
lion today adjusted for inflation.

“When they were building Big 
Muskie, they had over 100 peo-
ple working for them, 24 hours 
a day, seven days a week,” said 
Jim Gooch. “That went on for 
two years.”

Big Muskie was dismantled 
in 1999 and sold for $700,000 
worth of recycled metal to the 
Mayer-Pollock Steel Corpora-
tion. Its bucket was relocated to 
Miners’ Memorial Park, a park 
dedicated to all those who mined 

coal in Southeastern Ohio.
“Literally thousands of 

employees have worked there 
through the years, especially 
when daddy and them were trav-
eling the country building drag-
lines and prep plants,” Eddie 
said.

“We tried to always be a civic 
minded business,” Jim added. 
“There were a lot of people from 
Providence and the surround-
ing area who worked there, 
learned a trade and went on to 
work the rest of their careers 
in the mining industry. Espe-
cially when daddy and Walter 
Woosley were running things. 
They got out there and worked 
like everybody else. The mines 
all knew that if you worked for 
West Kentucky Steel, you were a 
good worker.”

B o t h  E d d i e  a n d  J i m  
Gooch would go on to serve 
both as Providence City  
Council members and as mayor. 
Jim is currently a Kentucky 

State Representative.
Through the years, numer-

ous partners have been involved 
in business at West Kentucky 
Steel, including Woolsey, who 
died in 1969 and Kenneth Lamb. 
In recent years, however, it has 
been the Gooch family that have 
called the shots, with Jim, Eddie 
and their sister Sheila Kelley as 
the owners.

Eddie Gooch, who acted as 
the general manager of the com-
pany, began working there in 
1973.

“It is really all I’ve ever 
known,” he said. “I started work-
ing at the shop three weeks 
before my 17th birthday. For 47 
years I got up and I went to work 
there.”

Jim said that while he hated to 
see his father’s business closed, 
what he hated even more was 
the situation that he says led to 
the closure.

West Kentucky Steel closes doors 
after historic 62 years in business

Provided
The Ohio-based dragline “Big Muskie” was the largest dragline ever constructed, and Providence’s 
West Kentucky Steel was at the center of building it. The company employed over 100 men, keeping 
crews working 24 hours a day for two years back in 1969.
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Families should be expecting another 
round of P-EBT funds in either October or 
November after USDA’s Food and Nutri-
tion Service (FNS) approved an extension 
for Kentucky through Sept. 30, the date 
on which the Families First Coronavirus 
Response Act expires.

The P-EBT program was created to 
make sure students had food during the 
COVID-19 closing of public schools. Eli-
gible families had to go online to request 
those funds earlier this year. During the 
second round, payments should be sent 
out automatically.

The State estimates that it will issue $108 
million in P-EBT benefits for the start of 

school year 2020-2021 through September 
30 to 530,000 children.

Families with children who attend 
schools that participate in the USDA’s free 
or reduced lunch program and are eligible 
for free or reduced lunch, are eligible for 
the P-EBT funds.

Families to receive second round of P-EBT funds 
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When voters head to the polls for the Gen-
eral Election, they will be asked to vote on 
a pair of constitutional amendments. Due 
to how ballots are printed, and because poll 
workers are not legally allowed to discuss 
any ballot measures with voters, all voters 
are asked by Kentucky’s County Clerks to 
educate themselves on the proposed amend-
ments prior to heading to the polls.

Amendment One, also known as the 
Marsy’s Law Crime Victims Rights Amend-
ment, seeks to “provide crime victims with 
specific constitutional rights, including the 
right to be treated with fairness and due con-
sideration for the victim’s safety, dignity, and 
privacy; to be notified about proceedings; to 
be heard at proceedings involving release, 
plea, or sentencing of the accused; to pro-
ceedings free from unreasonable delays; 
to be present at trials; to consult with the 
state’s attorneys; to reasonable protection 

from the accused and those acting on behalf 
of the accused; to be notified about release 
or escape of the accused; to have the victim’s 
and victim’s family’s safety considered when 
setting bail or determining release; and to 
receive restitution from the individual who 
committed the criminal offense.”

Kentucky voters approved Marcy’s Law 
in 2016, but that decision was overturned 
n KACDL v. Grimes and Board of Elec-
tions. The Kentucky Association of Criminal 
Defense Lawyers fails to “inform the elec-
torate of the substance of the amendment.” 
The state supreme court agreed and the 
measure was overturned.

“We believe you’ll find that Marsy’s Law 
is a straightforward, commonsense tool to 
correct a troubling imbalance in our justice 
system,” stated Dr. Emily Bonistall Postel, 
the director of outreach for Marsy’s Law 
for Kentucky. “While individuals who are 
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The deadline to apply for an absen-
tee ballot to vote in the 2020 General 
Election is Friday, Oct. 9, but those 
choosing to vote in-person will have 
a number of opportunities available. 
Anyone who has already applied for 
an absentee ballot, however, will not 
be able to vote in-person.

Beginning on Tuesday, Oct. 13, 
registered voters can cast early 
votes at the Webster County Court-
house Monday through Friday from 
8:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m., or on Satur-
days from 8:00 a.m. until noon.

Those who cannot or choose to 
not vote at the courthouse can vote 
at one of four early voting sites 
around the county, which will be 
open one day from 8:00 a.m. until 
4:00 p.m. Those locations are:

•Oct. 15—Poole Fire Department
•Oct. 20—Slaughters Fire Depart-

ment
•Oct. 22—Onton Fire Department
•Oct. 27—Wheatcroft Fire 

Department
Those who choose to vote on 

election day will have four different 
“Super Center” locations to choose 
from. The polls will be opened from 
6:00 a.m. until 6:00 p.m. at the Clay 
Fire Department, the Dixon Com-
munity Center, the Providence Com-
munity Center and Sebree Elemen-
tary School.

“People have more options than 
ever before,” said County Clerk Val-
erie Newell. “If you don’t want to vote 

Matt Hughes
Once a common, everyday occurrence in the city of Providence, the lone-
some sound of a train whistle has become a rarity since the closing of Dotiki 
Coal Mine in late 2019. On Thursday, a train moving empty flat cars out of 
storage on the Dotiki spur traveled through town, blocking crossings for up 
to 30 minutes. The train stretched from Highway 120 to the Highway 814, 
where the engine stopped to meet with a CSX truck.

2 constitutional amendments  
to appear on 2020 election ballot

Information 
on voting 
locations 
released

VOTING DATES/LOCATIONS
In addition to early voting and 
election day in-person voting, 

registered voters may also vote 
between 8:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. on 
the following dates and locations: 
Oct. 15 — Poole Fire Department

Oct. 20 — Slaughters Fire 
Department

Oct. 22 — Onton Fire Department
Oct. 27 — Wheatcroft Fire 

Department
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