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WEDNESDAY
Sunny
High: 76   Low: 54

THURSDAY
Mostly sunny
High: 68   Low: 37

FRIDAY
Sunny
High: 59   Low: 36

SATURDAY
Sunny
High: 65   Low: 46

Wednesday, October 14, 2020 Vol. 119, Number 20 • $1

THE Serving Webster County since 1902

BY MATT HUGHES
EDITOR

Webster County School 
Board members took a hard 
look at the state of finances 
in the county and surround-
ing area on Monday night, 
judging how Webster Coun-
ty Schools compare to other 
districts in the area.

District Finance of ficer 
Brandi Burnett broke down 
the numbers for Crittenden, 
Henderson, Hopkins and 
Union counties as they com-
pare to the numbers for Web-
ster County on tax rates, total 
revenue and teacher salaries.

As for property taxes, the 
WCS rate ranks fourth out of 

the five counties at 58.4 cents 
per $100 of assessed property 
value. Only Crittenden Coun-
ty was lower, at 48.6. Hender-
son County was third at 64.0, 
just behind Hopkins County 
at 68.2. Union County led the 
pack with a property tax rate 
of 72.3.

Of the five counties, Hop-

kins County saw the high-
est total revenue at $49 mil-
lion, followed by Henderson 
with $45.1 million. Despite 
the elevated tax rate, Union 
County’s total revenue of 
$14.98 million was only 
slightly ahead of Webster at 

BOE compares finances in 
county, surrounding districts
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Webster County schools resumed 
hybrid learning on Monday despite 
the county being considered a “red 
county” under the state’s new col-
or-coded ranking metric. The state 
recommends that once a coun-
ty goes into the red zone that no 
in-person classes be held and that 
no sporting events be played.

WCHS also played in the girls dis-
trict soccer tournament on Monday. 
All three counties in the 6th district 
are currently “red counties.”

As of Monday, Webster County 
was averaging 5.29 new cases per 
day during the last week.
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The city of Dixon became the first 
community in Webster County to official-
ly approve hours for trick-or-treating on 
Monday night during a regular scheduled 
meeting of the Dixon Commission.

First, commissioners heard from local 
youngster Chloe Shoots, who presented 
the commission with a request to allow 
trick-or-treating in 2020 despite the ongo-
ing COVID-19 pandemic. She suggested 
that if necessary, the city could ask resi-
dents to package Halloween candy individ-
ually rather than handing it out a handful 
at a time.

Mayor Carolyn Townsend then told 
commissioners that she had also been 
contacted by local church groups seeking 
city permission to hold trunk-or-treat on 
Halloween. Often groups will use the park-
ing lot behind the county courthouse or in 
front of the library for these events.

“My only concern is that we always use 
the community center for the backup loca-
tion,” said commissioner Steve Shoots. “I 
don’t think we can do that this year.”

Not all of the city commissioners were 
supportive of the trunk-or-treat movement.

“I think trick-or-treating will be fine, 
but I’ve been involved with trunk-or-treat 
for several years,” echoed commissioner 
Terry Webb. “They line up 100 deep back 
there.”

Trick-or-treat 
hours set  
in Dixon

Providence times proposed
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The situation everyone has been dread-
ing finally arrived in Webster County ear-
lier this month when the first cases of 
COVID-19 were reported in a long term 
care nursing home in Webster County.

According to an Oct. 9 report from the 
Department of Health and Family Ser-
vices (DHFS), Red Banks Colonial Ter-
race nursing home in Sebree was report-
ing 32 active cases of COVID-19 among 
its residents, including one death, and 12 
active cases among the facilities staff. Two 
staff members had recovered as of that 
date. Two staff members are reported as 
having recovered as of Oct. 9.

According to the Green River District 
Health Department (GRDHD), as of Mon-
day, the total number of cases among res-
idents at Colonial Terrace had risen to 34, 
but only five were still active. The number 
of staff members testing positive had risen 
to 16.

These are in addition to another 56 
active cases among residents and 56 
among staf f at the Red Banks Skilled 
Nursing facility in Henderson. In all the 
Henderson operation has reported 86 
cases and 10 deaths among its residents 
and 83 cases among its staff.

Colonial Terrace could not be reached 
for comment, and the DHFS has not 
updated long care numbers since Oct. 9.

COVID-19 
cases at local 

nursing home 
on the decline
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Providence mayor Doug Ham-
mers administered the oath of office 
to a pair of new Providence police 
officers on Monday, bringing the 
compliment of the city’s police force 
to four of ficers plus police chief 
Todd Jones.

Patrolmen Eric Elder and Jay 
Riley Edwards join the department, 
which already includes patrolmen 
Carl Scheer and Isaac Frias. All 
four officers are Webster County 
natives, which Jones said was his 
goal in hiring for the department.

“The number one attribute 
we need is good quality men and 
women,” Jones said at the swear-
ing-in ceremony. “My goal in hiring 
was to find people who are vested in 
the community they will be serving.”

Contact Matt Hughes at matt@
journalenterprise.com or 270-667-2069.

Mayor swears in new officers
Photos by Matt Hughes

Pictured are all current members of the Providence Police Department. From left, are, Carl Scheer, Erik Elder, Chief Todd Jones, Jay 
Riley Edwards and Isaac Frias.

Mayor Doug Hammers administers the oath of office to new Providence Police officers 
Erik Elder, left, and Jay Riley Edwards, right.

Webster County schools continue 
despite ‘red county’ designation
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