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Another building in the uptown area of 
Providence may soon be lost forever after 
officials say that it has become a danger 
to residents and passers by.

The former Four Seasons building on 
Cedar Street has been vacant for many 
years. Assistant Code Enforcement Offi-
cer Joey Tapp told city council members 
on Monday that the awning on the front 
of the building was beginning to sag and 

lean towards the street.
“If it goes it will take the front of the 

building with it,” Tapp said, adding that 
the building itself was also beginning to 
bow.

Public Works Director David May 
added that the blocks on the front of 
the structure were already beginning 
to break loose, meaning even if the 
city could find a way to just remove the 
awning, the structural integrity of the 

building was already compromised.
“David has already pulled the gas 

meter,” Tapp reported. “We’ve talk-
ed to the property owner, but he 
says he is incapable of doing any-
thing with the building.”

Council members approved an 
emergency abatement order, which 
allows the city to take immediate 
action when a structure has become 
an imminent safety hazard. They 
also approved for the mayor to sign 
a hold harmless agreement with the 
property owner, releasing the city 

from any costs or damages accrued due 
to the razing of the building.

The city plans to move forward with 
demolition of the building, but that is 
where things get complicated. Officials 
have no idea what materials are pres-
ent in the structure, but there is a good 
chance due to its age that asbestos could 
be present. Asbestos drastically increas-
es the potential hazards of demolishing a 
building, and the cost of that work.

An added problem is that the structure 
has a basement, making demolition even 
more complicated.

Mayor Doug Hammers reported that 
after completing the demolition, the city 
will place a lien on the property.

Tapp reported that there was a second 
structure in the uptown area that would 
likely come before the council in the 
coming months. It too was beginning to 
develop into a danger to the public.

In other business, Hammers read a 
statement to the council in an attempt 
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The last two weeks have been 
hectic ones for the faculty, residents 
and staff at Redbanks Colonial Ter-
race in Sebree as they’ve tried to 
make their way through the worst 
COVID-19 outbreak since the cri-
sis began in March. At its peak, the 
long term care facility was reporting 
a total of 46 positive cases spread 
out amongst both employees and 
residents.

According to the Cabinet for 
Health and Family Services (CHFS), 
Colonial Terrace nursing home has 
braved the storm.

CHFS reports that 32 of the 33 
patients who recently tested posi-
tive for the virus have fully recov-
ered. Unfortunately, one victim died 
during the outbreak.

The facility also had 14 employees 
test positive for COVID-19. All but 
one of those has also fully recovered.

Webster County has had a total 
of 276 positive cases since the out-
break began in March. According 
to Green River District Health, 220 
of those cases were listed as fully 
recovered on Monday while five 
have died, leaving 56 active cases. 
Only one is currently hospitalized.

Former Four Seasons building to be razed
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Members of the Clay city council 
heard from new business owners Tony 
and Janice Taylor during its monthly 
council meeting last Tuesday night.

The Taylors’ began operating GGT 
Disposal within the city limits on Oct. 
1. The company provides curbside 
trash pickup for Clay residence for a 
cost of just $20 per month. Garbage is 
picked up once per week on Mondays. 
Currently he has 22 customers.

No positive cases remaining 
among Colonial Terrace residents

Photos by Matt Hughes
A group of citizens delivered lunch to the staff at Redbanks Colonial Terrace on Friday and stuck around to cheer them on from 
a distance.

Supporters held up signs and clapped as employees (and a few patients) looked out the 
front doors of the long term care facility.

New garbage 
collection 

service 
operating  

in Clay
City officials not 

interested in offering 
citywide refuse pickup
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Although early voting has been 
going on for nearly two weeks, there 
is still time for write-in candidates to 
add their names to the list of hope-
fuls seeking public office in Webster 
County this year. The final date for 
write-in candidates to file is Oct. 23.

Although its commonly believed 
that you can simply write any name 
on the ballot and it will get count-
ed, Kentucky law requires all write-in 
candidates to file for office with the 
local county clerk.

A dozen 
Webster 

candidates 
running as 
write-ins
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A state COVID-19 mandate prevent-
ing the shut off of utilities to custom-
ers for non-payment of bills is getting 
to be a costly one for local munici-
pal providers. That mandate is set to 
expire next month, meaning some util-
ity customers could be hit with enor-
mous late fees, but the state is giving 
them six months to get caught up.

Under the mandate, issued by Gov-
ernor Andy Beshear in March, utility 
providers are not allowed to discon-
nect customers even though many 

Overdue  
utility bills  

pile up even as 
moratorium on 
disconnect ends

Municipal providers 
can begin disconnection  
of service as of Nov. 6
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