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Officers headed to a house on Bellville 
Road near Providence on Friday intending 
to arrest a suspect wanted on charges 
of Trafficking in a Controlled Substance, 

but what they found result-
ed on additional charges of 
Criminal Abuse of a Child.

On Friday, officers from 
the Providence Police 
Depar tment, Clay Police 
Department, the Pennyrile 
Narcotics Task Force and a 
canine unit from the Todd 
County Sheriff’s Office exe-

cuted a warrant at the residence of Felicia 
Terrell, 27, of Providence.

While questioning Terrell, of ficers 

noticed a naked four-year-old inside the 
house, and received consent from the sus-
pect to search the entire house.

Officers say they then located a small 
bedroom in the residence with a barn or 
horse stable type door that was secured 
by an external lock, the type designed to 
keep someone locked inside.

On the inside of the door officers noted 
small handprints in what appeared to 
be human feces on the walls and inside 
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Following a cyber attack that shut down 
the Colonial Pipeline, a gas line that runs 
from Houston, Texas to Linden, New Jersey, 
social media was abuzz last week about a 
potential gas shortage, sparking off a frenzy 
of gas purchases around the area. At least 
one gas station in Webster County, the Prov-
idence Casey’s General Store, actually did 

run out of fuel, but according to staff, it was 
not due to any shortage.

“I guess people got on social media, start-
ed seeing what everyone was posting and 
decided they needed to buy gas,” said Gabri-
el Caudell, first assistant manager of the 
store.

Caudell said the fact that Casey’s ran out 
of gas had nothing to do with a shortage of 
fuel, just the fact that they sold more gas in 
the first half of the week than they would 
normally sell in the entire week.

Other gas stations in the area were able to 
continue service without interruption.

Despite an increase in fuel sales, Provi-
dence EZ Shop manager Tammy Langston 
said her store was able to get additional fuel 
sent down from their parent company, Hen-
derson-based Palmer Oil.

“We’ve had five fuel trucks this week,” 
she said.
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Guests who utilize the public 
pool at the Providence Munici-
pal Golf and Recreation Center 
(PMG&RC) can expect to pay 
a little more for the service in 
2021 as the city looks to balance 
the cost of running the facility 
with the revenue it generates.

Beginning this year, the price 
of swimming will increase from 
$3.50 for a full day to $5.00 per 
day. Anyone over 65 or disabled 
can continue to use the pool at 
the previous rate.

“The price of chlorine and 
other chemicals have gone up 
significantly,” mayor Doug Ham-
mers told city council member 
on Monday. “The $3.50 per day 
really isn’t covering our costs.”

Some counc i l  members 
agreed with the price increase.

“You definitely can’t go to a 
movie for $3.50,” said council-
man Chip Palmer. “I don’t think 
you can go bowling or play mini 
golf for that price. If the cost is 
more than you recoup from the 
fees, you need to make adjust-
ments.”

Only one council member 
spoke out against the proposed 
price increase.

“The pool is a service to the 
community,” stated councilman 
Derek David. “I don’t want to 
see the city price it out of any-
body’s range.”

“I hate to see the price of any-
thing go up, but you can’t run 
it year after year without an 
increase,” said Palmer.

According to city officials, the 
daily price of using the pool has 
not increased since the city pur-
chased PMG&RC over a decade 
ago.

Council members voted 4-1 in 
favor of the increase, with Derek 
David being the lone dissenting 
vote.

In other businesses, mayor 
Hammers announced that Prov-
idence would be getting just 
over $516,000 in funds from the 
American Rescue Plan Act of 
2021. The federal government 
has set limitations on how those 
funds can be used. The mayor 
said they can only be spent on 
infrastructure and pay for essen-
tial workers.

The city is currently looking 
for an official definition of what 
jobs are considered “essential” 

Suspect in drug trafficking 
arrested on child abuse charge

Police say bedroom 
was littered with feces, 

urine and cereal
Felicia Terrell

Panic-buying leads to gas shortage at one local station

Matt Hughes
On Friday, the gas pumps at Casey’s General Store in Providence were covered 
with bags after the store ran out of gas.

Price hike 
coming for 
Providence 
public pool

AREA RIBBON-CUTTINGS HELD

The Webster Coun-
ty-Providence Chamber 
of Commerce conducted 
two ribbon-cuttings in 
the Dixon area last week. 

Above: A ribbon-cutting  
was held on Wednesday for 
the new United Community 
Bank location in Dixon.

Aleigha Hughes

Left: On Saturday, a rib-
bon-cutting took place  
for Graham’s Sweets  
and Eats in Dixon.
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