
F iremen and police officers are usually 
busy fighting fires or crime, but on 
Saturday, the PFD and the PPD will 

be in a battle with each other. At stake, 
bragging rights for the department that 
comes out on top, and a lot of new coats 
and toys for area residents who are in 
need.

The first Providence Shoots and Ladders 
event is a friendly competition style fund 
raising event sponsored by Cash Express, 
the Providence Fire Department and the 
Providence Police Department.

“When I was approached about the fire 
department participating in the upcoming 
Shoots and Ladders event, I was very 
proud to be able to participate,” said Fire 
Chief Steve Burns. “It is a wonderful cause 
and yet another way for our department 
to give back to the community by 
helping with a great event. The friendly 
competition between the Fire Department 
and Police Department brings all of our 
local Emergency Responders together 
to benefit the youth of Providence and 
Webster County.”

Area residents are asked to stop by 
and see the police department at the 
Providence Family Dollar, or the Fire 
Department at the Dollar General Store, 
and make a donation to the department of 
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Providence � rst responders set to battle 
in order to raise the most for charity

Officials with the Goodlettsville, TN-
based Dollar General Corporation (DGC) 
confi rmed on Monday that they are sur-
veying property in Slaughters to poten-
tially build a fi fth Dollar General Store in 
Webster County.

“At this time, we are currently in due 
diligence phase for a new Dollar General 
in Slaughters, Kentucky that would be 
located of f U.S. Highway 41 South and 
New Hope Road,” said Angela Petkovic 
with DGC public relations. “This means 
we are reviewing the opportunity to add 
a new store in the area, but we have not 
committed to doing so just yet. Based on 

our current timeline, we anticipate to have 
a fi nal decision on this by early 2020.”

Information about the company first 
came out when the company began the 
process of locating utilities near the prop-
erty in Slaughters last month.

“Our customers are at the center 
of all that we do and meeting custom-

ers’ needs is Dollar General’s top pri-
ority when choosing store locations,” 
she said. “The company looks for places 
where we can of fer customers an easy 
and convenient shopping choice as we 
generally ser ve customers within a 
three to fi ve mile radius, or 10-minute 
drive. We also take competitive factors, 
traffi c patterns and community concerns 
into consideration.”

Petkovic said that if it moves forward, 
the location would employ between six 
and ten workers, depending on the indi-
vidual needs of the store.

Reach MATT HUGHES at 270-667-2068 or 
matt@journalenterprise.com.
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O�  cials con� rm possible 
location for dollar store
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Russell Coleman, the Unit-
ed States Attorney for the 
Western District of Kentucky, 
made a stop in Webster Coun-
ty on Friday as part of a whis-
tlestop tour he is making of 
the 53 counties he represents 
in western Kentucky.

A visit from a federal pros-
ecutor is  rare.  Common-
wealth’s Attorney Zachar y 
Greenwell, who prosecutes 

cases in Crittenden, Union 
and Webster counties, said 
it had been at least 15 years 
since he could recall a US 
Attor ney being in the old 
courthouse in Dixon.

Coleman came to local 
c o u r t  o f f i c i a l s  a n d  l a w 
enforcement of ficers with 
one message, he wants local 
offi cials to utilize his offi ce to 
help keep criminals of f the 
street.

He told of ficials that for 

many crimes, the federally 
mandated minimum sentenc-
es are more harsh than those 
imposed by the state courts.

Coleman was nominated as 
U.S. Attorney on September 
22, 2017 by President Donald 
Trump and unanimous con-
fi rmed by the U.S. Senate.

Previously served as Assis-
tant Commonwealth’s Attor-
ney for Kentucky’s 12th Judi-
cial Circuit from 2015 through 
2017. Prior to that he held 

positions as a Special Agent 
with the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation, a legal coun-
sel to United States Senator 
Mitch McConnell, and as the 
Briefing Coordinator to two 
U.S. Attorney’s General at the 
U.S. Department of Justice.

He grew up in Graves, 
Daviess and Logan counties.

Reach MATT HUGHES at 270-
667-2068 or matt@journalenter
prise.com.

Coleman spreads message of cooperation
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U.S. attorney touring 53 counties in western Kentucky, stops in Webster
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CORRECTION
During preperation for the 

publication of last week’s edition 
of the J-E, we recieved information 
at the last minute updating us 
about the escape from the Webster 
County Detention Center. Although 
we corrected the story, we did not 
correct the headline. It in fact did not 
take 21 hours for jail sta�  to discover 
that the inmate was missing. It 
was discovered early the following 
morning, and jail sta�  spent several 
hours checking work crews, jail 
grounds and reviewing video from 
security cameras before notifying 
the KSP at around the 21-hour mark.

While conducting a follow up 
investigation of illegal activity at 
a residence on 
Barrett Street in 
Providence, chief 
Todd Jones and 
patrolman Ches-
ter Under wood 
Jr noticed two 
individuals in the 
driveway of a near-
by house. Offi cers 
stopped, intending to see if the 
pair new anything about their 
investigation, and left the scene 
with one of the two in cuffs.

Police say 
that as they 
a p p r o a c h e d 
Eric Puckett, 
36 of Dixon, 
and a female, 
Puckett began 
to act suspi-
c i o u s l y.  H e 
appeared to 
be under the 
influence and 
seemed to be 
attempting to 
conceal a large 
bulge in his 
pockets.

When ques-
tioned about 
what he had 
in his pock-
e t ,  P u c k e t t 
removed a bag he identified as 
meth and threw it on the ground.

Puckett told police that he 
had a prior conviction for posses-
sion for which he had been given 
diversion, if he completed Drug 
Court, but that he had since 
stopped attending the program.

Authorities also found a scales 
and a pipe in the suspects back-
pack.

Puckett was charged with pos-
session of meth and possession 
of drug paraphernalia.

Reach MATT HUGHES at 270-667-
2068 or matt@journalenterprise.com.

PPD makes 
meth arrest
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Eric Puckett

Matt Hughes
Providence police chief Todd Jones, 
left, and Providene � re chief Steve 
Burns have their sta� s prepared to 
face off in a battle of cops vs. 
firemen this weekend to raise 
money for charity. Residents are 
invited to drop by the Providence 
Dollar General or Providence Family 
Dollar on Saturday from 10 a.m. 
until 4 p.m. to donate.

11-30 | Sebree Christmas 
Parade | 5 p.m.

12-5 | Tree Lighting @ Court-
house | 5 p.m.

12-6 | Clay Christmas Parade | 
6 p.m.

12-6 | Tree Lighting @ Provi-
dence | 7 p.m.

12-6 | Lights turned on in 
Providence City Park | 7 p.m.

12-14 | Providence Christmas 
Parade | 5 p.m.

CHRISTMAS 
EVENTS

Matt Hughes
Russell Coleman, United States attorney for the Western District of Kentucky, visited with law enforcement and court o�  cials in Dixon on 
Friday afternoon to discuss a more involved roll that his o�  ce could play in helping to � ght local crime. Pictured are, from left, County 
Attorney Clint Prow, Commonwealth Attorney Zachary Greenwell, District Judge Daniel Heady, Circuit Judge Rene Williams, sheri�  Frankie 
Spring� eld, Coleman and Providence Police Chief Todd Jones. Eric Puckett 
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“When I was approached about the 
� re department participating in the 
upcoming Shoots and Ladders event, 
I was very proud to be able to 
participate. It is a wonderful cause and 
yet another way for our department 
to give back to the community by 
helping with a great event.”

— Steve Burns
Providence � re chief
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