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Unlike professional 
sports leagues in 
the United States, 

the German Professional 
Basketball league is 
set-up like many other 
professional sports leagues 
in Europe. These leagues 
are established as a pyramid, 
with a hierarchical format 
that includes a promotion 
and demotion system 
between competitions at 
different levels

Here in the states 
professional basketball 
is played in the National 
Basketball Association 
(NBA), which consists of 
30 teams. As long as the 
NBA exists and the teams 
don’t close, those teams 
will always be a part of the 
league.

The European model 
is different. The German 
Professional league is set 
up as a six-tier format with 
teams battling for the right 
to move up and trying not to 
move down within the tiers.

Basketball Bundesliga 
(BBL) — or the Federal 
Basketball League — is at 
the top. This league consists 
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For former Trojan Basketball standout 
Cayden Edmonson, basketball is 
about more than just a game. Its a 

chance to change his future...and his past.
The recent college graduate hopes 

the professional basketball contract he 
signed in May will help him pave the way 
to a brighter future for his family, and 
help change the way that his family is 
remembered.

“For me the biggest thing is being able to 
change my family’s cycle,” Edmonson said. 
“My last name, back home, are alcoholics 
and everything. I want to change that and 
be a better person. I want to have my kids 
one day live my lifestyle.”

Although he graduated from Webster 
County High School, Edmonson is not 
a native to the county. He spent most of 
his formative years in and around the 
community of Mitchell, Indiana, where, as 
he said, his family had a reputation.

After losing his father at a young age, 
Edmonson spent most of his youth moving 
around southern Indiana with his mother, 
changing schools quite regularly and never 
getting the chance to lay down roots.

He was surrounded by a life of abject 
rural poverty and drug use, with the adults 
in his life being in and out of jail.

It was just before his junior year of high 
school that his world changed forever.

FORMER TROJAN SIGNS 
GERMAN BASKETBALL DEAL

Becomes first 
Webster graduate 

to ‘go pro’
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David “Coach D” Himmelheber, left, and his wife Kitty, right, took Cayden Edmonson in when 
he was a junior at WCHS, allowing him to finish his high school career in Webster County. On 
Saturday they hosted a celebration for him at the Madisonville City Park clubhouse after he 
signed a contract to play professional basketball in Germany.

How the 
German pro 
basketball 
tier system 

works
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While some area health departments 
are enforcing Governor Andy Beshear’s 
mandatory mask executive order very 
aggressively, even going so far as threat-
ening fines against private citizens, offi-
cials in Webster County are taking a 
slightly different approach.

“There are no plans to fine private 
citizens,” said Brandon Chandler with 
the Webster County Health Department 
(WCHD).

While WCHD is fielding complaints 
from concerned citizens who have called 
to inform them about seeing unmasked 
customers in businesses, the department 
is only investigating those establishments 
that are permitted through the health 
department.

“Permitted establishments, such as 
restaurants or retail food stores, would 
go through the process of enforcement 
actions all the way up to notice of clo-
sure and possibly cease-and-desist letters 
if the are unwilling to comply with the 
order,” said Chandler.

Other than restaurants and food 
stores, which includes gas stations that 
serve prepared food, many businesses 
do not operate under a permit from the 
health department, meaning the health 

Health department 
addresses approach 

to Gov. Beshear’s 
mask mandate
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When the Lady Trojans lost in a 2-1 
upset to the Lady Lyons of Lyon Coun-
ty during the second region tourna-
ment on May 28, 2019, nobody had any 
idea what the future had in store.

The 2019 season had largely been 
about Lady Trojan senior Karlie Kee-
ney who had spent the bulk of her 
career in the circle for Webster County, 
compiling more innings as pitcher than 
any other player.

The 2020 season was supposed to be 
about a new crop of seniors, including 
Grace Scott, the pitcher that had spent 
her career at Webster County in Kee-
ney’s shadow.

As a junior, Scott led the team in hits 
(46), in doubles (10), in triples (6) and 
in batting average with a .387.

But the 2020 season was not destined 
to be. There was no senior season. No 
chance for another shot at the district 
title. No chance for the team to redeem 
itself in the regional tournament. No 
final home game in front of the fans 
who had supported them their entire 
careers.

COVID-19 stole those last chances.

But, Scott did get one last chance 
to suit up in her WCHS Lady Trojan 
uniform and take the field last week 
during the Kentucky Prep Softball 
East/West All Star Weekend at Falling 
Springs Park in Versailles.

Without a 2020 season from which to 
select players, officials selected teams 
for the All Star Weekend based on their 
stats from the 2019 season. Scott was 
placed on the Section 1 West team, 
which was made up of the best players 
from the first through fourth regions.

Section 1 West defeated Section 4 
East (Regions 13 through 16) 15-0 in 
the opening round to advance to the 
championship, where they lost to Sec-
tion 2 West (Regions 5 through 8) 6-4.

Scott had a .400 batting average 
on the day with a homerun, a triple, 
four RBIs and two runs scored in two 
games. She played left field, right field 
and was picked as the starting pitcher 
for the championship game.

She was also named to the All Star’s All 
Tournament Team, which was selected 
by the coaches. The All Star Team typi-
cally plays in the Kentucky-Tennessee All 
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Providence city employees 
may soon have free health-
care available to them, thanks 
to a plan proposed by Health 
First CHC at Monday night’s 
council meeting. Council 
members are expected to 
review and possibly approve 
a contract with the Provi-
dence-based provider as soon 
as their August 3 meeting.

Under the plan present-

ed to the council by Health 
First Chief Operating Offi-
cer Jack Merill, if the coun-
cil agrees, all employees 
would be eligible to receive 
medical care at any of the 
company’s eight locations 
across the region.

The plan would allow for 
employees and their depen-
dents to go into any of the 
eight clinics and see a doctor 

New program could provide free 
healthcare to Providence city employees

Scott shines in East-West All Star game

Photo provided
WCHS 2020 senior Grace Scott played in 
the Kentucky Prep East-West All Star 
game last week, where she was selected 
to the All Stars’ All Tournament Team. The 
12 players selected to the All Tournament 
Team would normally play in the Ken-
tucky-Tennessee All Star game which was 
canceled due to COVID-19.

Although every care option 
is not available at each location, 
company-wide Health First 
provides services in:

• Family Practice
• Behavioral Health
• Women’s Health
• Pediatrics
• Prenatal Care
• Dermatology
• Medical Nutrition Therapy

• Diabetes Self-Management, 
Education and Support

• Diabetic Eye Screenings
• Medication Therapy 

Management
• Weight Management
• Metabolic Medicine
• Alcohol and Drug Counseling
• Laboratory testing
• X-Ray
• Optometry

SERVICES PROVIDED BY HEALTH FIRST
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