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State Representative Jim Gooch, 
R-Providence, was appointed last week 
as the Co-Chair of the Public Water and 
Wastewater System Infrastructure Task 

Force by Speaker of the 
House, David Osborne, 
R-Prospect.

The 9 -member task 
force was created to imple-
ment the recommenda-
tions adopted by the task 
force during the 2019 
Interim and make poli-
cy recommendations in 
advance of the 2021 Leg-

islative Session. The task force will pro-
vide appropriate oversight to Kentucky’s 
public drinking water systems and waste-
water systems, and identify options for 
generating state and local funds that may 
be used to fund water infrastructure proj-
ects directly.

“Having up-to-date wastewater infra-
structure is critically important to Ken-
tucky’s public health, safety, and quality 
of life,” Gooch said. “I look forward to 
researching these issues and find com-
prehensive policy solutions to better the 
lives of Kentuckians.”

Gooch currently serves as the Chair 
of the House Committee on Natural 
Resources and Energy. In previous roles, 
He served on the Providence City Coun-
cil and was mayor of Providence.

“Addressing our state’s infrastructure 
remains a top priority,” said House Speak-
er Osborne. “Rep. Gooch has a proven 
record of finding solutions to our states 
water system problems. I look forward 
to seeing what he and the rest of the task 
force will recommend and accomplish.”

The task force will meet monthly 
during the 2020 Interim of the General 
Assembly. It will submit findings, recom-
mendations, and any proposed legislation 
to the Legislative Research Commission 
for a referral to the appropriate commit-
tee or committees by December 1, 2020.

Contact Matt Hughes at matt@
journalenterprise.com or 270-667-2069
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For the first time since COVID-
19 shut down schools in March, 
on Monday night the Webster 
County School Board publicly 
discussed what schools might 
look like when classes resume in 
August.

“We want to come back at 
capacity,” said Superintendent 
Rhonda Callaway. “We’ve started 
to narrow down a plan, but its 
just a plan. We also have to have a 
back up plan.”

Public schools in the state 
of Kentucky may be one of the 
most strictly controlled areas 
when it comes to COVID-19 
reopening. School of ficials 

are getting weekly guidance 
and directives from the Ken-
tucky Department of Education 
(KDE), the Kentucky Depart-
ment of Health (KDH), the 
governor’s office and even the 
Kentucky High School Athletics 
Association (KHSAA).

School of ficials must take 
direction from all of those dif-
ferent sources and hammer out 
a plan that still allows them to 
educate students. That plan then 
has to be approved by the state, 
which is monitoring districts very 
closely.

Callaway said that Webster 
County of ficials are first look-
ing at how feasible it will be to 
return to school in as close to 

the traditional format as possi-
ble. Although not out of the ques-
tion, that approach will take some 
work.

When schools 
reopen, students 
coming into the 
buildings will be 
required to wear 
masks  and  wi l l 
likely have to get 
their temperature 
checked upon enter-
ing the building. 
Faculty and staff will 
be required to wear 
face masks any time 
they are around students.

However, Callaway said that 
according to the current restric-

tions, students would not be 
required to wear masks at school 
when social distancing was pos-

sible. That means if 
desks in classrooms 
could be kept at 
least six feet apart, 
students would be 
allowed to remove 
their masks while in 
the room.

Teachers, how-
ever, would have to 
wear their masks 
even if social dis-
tancing was possi-
ble.

Officials recently went to each 
of the schools in the district and 
attempted to see whether class-

rooms could be set up in a way 
that would allow full capacity 
while meeting social distancing 
guidelines.

Clay and Providence Elementa-
ry Schools passed with flying col-
ors and would seemingly have no 
problem operating at full capacity. 
Sebree Elementary, on the other 
hand, wasn’t even close.

Webster  County  Middle 
School and High School didn’t 
quite reach the standard of fi-
cials were looking for, but it 
wasn’t entirely ruled out. Calla-
way said it would be “tough” to 
reach capacity under the current 
guidelines.

School officials consider reopening plans
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A Webster County native 
was sentenced in U.S. Fed-
eral Cour t last week for 
allegedly stealing almost a 
half million dollars from cli-
ents in a stock management 
scheme between November 
2016 and August 2017.

Jerry Wayne Simpson, for-

merly of Clay, pleaded guilty 
to three charges of wire 
fraud at the United States 
District Court for the West-
ern District of Kentucky in 
Owensboro on Monday, June 
15.

Simpson was a financial 
advisor with Thrivent Invest-
ment Management Inc. in 

Madisonville from August 
21, 2015 through Decem-
ber 15, 2017. During that 
time authorities say that he 
allegedly made false misrep-
resentations and filed false 
paperwork in order to steal 
$488,136.97 from three dif-
ferent clients.

He was indicted on the 

three wire fraud charges in 
January of 2019 by a Federal 
Grand Jury.

According to the indict-
ment, Between November 
2016 and August 2017, Simp-
son forged the name of vic-
tim one and submitted fraud-
ulent paperwork to Thrivent 
requesting money be sent 
to his own bank account at 
Independence Bank totaling 
$248,000.

Simpson sentenced in $488K wire fraud case
Webster County native pleads guilty to stealing 
money from clients over a nine-month period
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A home on Baptist Hill in Providence was a complete loss following a late-night blaze on Saturday. The Providence Fire 
Department reports getting the first call of the blaze at 11:30 p.m. on Saturday and responded immediately. By the time 
fire trucks arrived on the scene, the home was already fully engulfed. Chief Steve Burns said that 11 firemen responded to 
the call. The cause of the blaze is still under investigation. Donations are currently being accepted for the family, which lost 
everything, at the Providence Fire Department.

CLOTHING 
NEEDED
• Girl-top-

bottom 14-16. 
5 shoe

• Girl-top-
bottom 6. Size 
13 shoe

• Mom-10-12 
pants, M shirt, 
7.5 shoe

“We want to come 
back at capacity. 
We’ve started to 
narrow down a plan, 
but its just a plan. 
We also have to have 
a back up plan.”

— Superintendent 
Rhonda Callaway
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