
A Sunday morning water 
main leak left residents of 
Providence completely without 
running water for most of Mon-
day afternoon.

According to mayor Doug 
Hammers, the main water line 
that runs from the water treat-
ment plant on Cedar Street to 
the city’s water tanks on the 
north side of the city broke at 
a location directly behind the 
Garden Brook apar tments, 
across North Broadway from 
Timewell.

The leak was slow enough 
on Sunday that offi cials decid-
ed to wait until Monday to 
make repairs, but by the time 
crews got to the break, it had 
gotten much worse.

With the city unable to fill 
the water tanks, levels quickly 
dropped to a level that auto-
matically triggered a boil water 
advisory shortly after noon.

Working in near freezing 
conditions with constant rain-
fall, as well as brief thunder 
and lightening, a city crew 
continued to attempt to make 
repairs to the broken line.

As a result of the amount 
of water being lost, city of fi-
cials eventually made the call 
to shut the water system down 
entirely to prevent the water 
tanks from being completely 
drained.

Crews had the line replaced 
and restored service by 7  p.m. 

The boil water advisory had 
to remain in ef fect until the 
city could send water off to be 
tested. It was still in effect as of 
press time.

Providence is currently in 
the midst of a project that is 
seeking to update the city’s 

water and sewer system, but it 
could be several years before 
those updates can be complet-
ed, as they will rely heavily on 
grant funding.

Those planned updates 
come after the city signed 
an agreed order with the 

Kentucky Division of Water 
(DOW) in 2018, covering a 
number of violations dating 
back to 2013.

Reach MATT HUGHES  at 270-
667-2068 or matt@journalenter
prise.com.

Water main break forces outage
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Drop in water levels automatically triggers boil water advisory

A Providence woman was 
arrested last week after Provi-
dence Police say that she 
allowed a two-year-old to ingest 
methamphetamine.

According to a report from 
the PPD, Teresa Tyson of Provi-
dence baby sat her great niece 
or nephew (gender not speci-
fi ed) from Monday, Dec. 9, until 
Wednesday, Dec. 11, at around 
7 p.m.

Shor t ly  a f ter  the  chi ld 
was returned home, its father 
became concerned after he 
observed that the child was not 
acting normal and was sweating 
profusely.

The child was transported to 
Baptist Health in Madisonville, 
then air lifted to Norton Chil-
dren’s Hospital in Louisville, 
where doctors determined that 
the child was suf fering the 
effects of ingesting methamphet-
amine.

The hospital notifi ed Cabinet 
for Health and Family Services, 
who in turn brought in the PPD.

Upon questioning by police, 
Tyson indicated that there were 

SEE METH/PAGE A2

Two-year-old 
ingests meth
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Great aunt, who had 
recently baby sat 

child, faces charges

Providence Council mem-
bers voted on Monday night 
to spend $140,520 for the 
purchase of 30 new golf carts 
for the Providence Municipal 
Golf and Recreation Center.

The ci ty  is  cur rent ly 
under a lease agreement 
w i th  Cunn ingham Gol f 
Carts of Calvert City for 30 
batter y-powered golf car ts 
and one UTV. There are 
two years remaining on the 
lease, which costs the city 
$1,650 per month.

The council opened two 
bids for new golf car ts on 
Monday night, one from 
Cunningham Golf Carts and 
another from Towery Power 
Equipment of Louisville. 
Both included an upgrade 
from battery powered carts 
to gasoline powered models, 

at the suggestion of Krystal 
Heady, PMGRC director.

Tower y of fered the city 
a $165,000 lease agreement 
with a two year warranty, 
while Cunningham of fered 
the lease for $132,720 with a 
four year warranty.

City offi cials, however, felt 
that buying the carts outright 
was a better option than leas-
ing them for a set number of 
years, especially since they 
were making the move from 
battery to gas engines.

Mayor Doug Hammers 
pointed out that the aver-
age batter y powered golf 
cart only lasted for between 
four and five years before 
the batteries had to be 
replaced, and the cost of a 
new batter wasn’t a whole lot 
cheaper than a new cart. A 
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Providence Council to 
spend $140K on golf carts
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The biggest item on the agenda for 
Clay council members last week was 
the possible creation of a livestock ordi-
nance for the city.

The issue came up last year when 
several residents reported cattle roam-

ing freely around town, grazing in 
front yards and leaving piles of manure 
behind to mark their passage.

It was discovered at that time that city 
did not have an ordinance that addressed 
the issue of livestock within the city lim-
its, and city attorney Ben Leonard was 
asked to draft such an ordinance.

Leonard presented the council with 
a sample ordinance last week, and 
members voted to approve the first 
reading of the ordinance. Under that 
ordinance, residents would be banned 
from keeping livestock or fowls within 

SEE READINGS/PAGE A2

Clay Council approves � rst readings of two ordinances
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Derek Sorrells
The Providence-Webster County Chamber of Commerce hosted a ribbon-cutting for Conquistadores Mexi-
can Restaurant in Providence on Thursday. Pictured are, from left, Shorty Prow, chamber interim vice presi-
dent Kelley Cullen, Robert Hatcher, owner Apolinar Mendez, chamber vice president Keith Farrell, Mickey 
Dunbar and outgoing chamber president Chip Palmer.

HOLIDAY SCHEDULES
CIRCUIT COURT 
CLERK’S OFFICE

The Webster Circuit Clerk’s 
O�  ce will be closed Dec. 23-25, 
and Dec. 30-Jan. 1. The o�  ce 
will be open Dec. 26, but there 
will be no driver’s testing done 
that day.

COUNTY OFFICES 
HOLIDAY CLOSINGS

The county government 
o�  ces at the Webster County 
Court House will be closed Dec. 
24 and 25, and Dec. 31 and 
Jan. 1.

PROVIDENCE CHRISTMAS 
WEEK TRASH COLLECTION

• Monday — as usual
• Tuesday — closed
• Wednesday — closed
• Thursday — Tuesday’s 

and Wednesday’s
• Friday — Thursday’s and 

Fridays

Photos by Matt Hughes
Despite poor conditions, a crew from the city of Providence worked diligently trying to repair a broken water main just o�  of North Broadway.

As a result of the amount of water being released, city o�  cials made the call to take the water system 
o�  ine early Monday afternoon.

Restaurant ‘conquers’ Providence with ribbon-cutting


