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Webster County had few 
contested races in last Tues-
day’s general election, but 
many of those that were con-
tested brought changes to the 
local political landscape.

Only a handful of county 

seats were up for grabs, but 
most brought in new of fice 
holders.‘

FISCAL COURT

All three magistrate seats on 
Webster County Fiscal Court 
were on the ballot, with two sit-
ting office holders facing chal-

lenges. One was defeated.
Long-time magistrate from 

the 2nd district, Jerry “Poo-
gie” Brown, was unseated 
by first-time candidate Bob 
Hardison. The former pastor 
of Sebree First Baptist Church 
earned the victory with 58% of 
the vote in the five precincts 

that comprise the district. 
Hardison’s largest tally came 
from Slaughters where he car-
ried 66% of ballots.

The tur nover places a 
Republican on the court for 
the first time in years.

Tony Felker will return to 
the fiscal court after holding 

off Republican challenger Ken 
Stuart. Felker won 58% of the 
votes in the four Providence 
precincts. Felker easily car-
ried the south and east pre-
cincts with 66 and 61%, respec-
tively.
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City offices around Webster 
County saw some changes, 
but few seats saw turnover 
from challenged races in the 
2022 general election.

PROVIDENCE

Providence will be under 
new leadership in 2023 after 
James “Butch” Hackney 
unseated incumbent mayor 
Doug Hammers. The chal-
lenger claimed a narrow victo-
ry in the race, winning 56% of 
the total votes.

Hackney’s strongest show-
ing was in the east and west 
precincts, which he carried 63 
and 61%, respectively.

Hammers served one term 
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Over the past decade, Web-
ster County has seen a sig-
nificant shift in its partisan 
affiliations. Once a Democrat 
stronghold, the county has 
transitioned to the Republican 
Party in its registration num-
bers.

General election numbers 
for state and national of fic-
es reflected that change last 
Tuesday as the GOP swept 
the four races for seats in 
Frankfor t and Washington, 
DC.

STATE

Providence nat ive and 
27-year member of the state 
House of Representatives Jim 

County government sees little change in general election

Providence, 
Sebree to 
have new 
mayors  
in 2023
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Webster County Schools 
received good news Monday 
as the annual audit of the 
district’s finances came back 
with a clean bill of health.

The board of education 
heard a presentation from 
Lindsey Nee of Duguid, 
Gentry & Associates, P.S.C., 
an accounting firm from 
Hopkinsville. Nee provided 
a summary of the school dis-
trict’s activities over the past 
year, and the current condi-
tion of its finances.

T h e  s y s t e m ’ s  c u r -
rent assets are valued at 
$37,570,246.  This  total 
includes Cash and equiv-
alents, accounts receiv-
able, inventory, and capital 
assets. Total liabilities are 
$32,074,197, and include 
accounts payable, accrued 
sick time of employees, 
interest payable, and long-
term obligations, among 
other expenditures.

Nee told the board their 
handling of the day-to-day 
finances is a favorable posi-
tion.

“The district  budgets 
more than it spends,” she 
said. “That is a favorable 
position.”

The total revenue for the 
audited time period was 
$27,361,636, with expendi-
tures at $27,318,000.

In other business, Super-
intendent Aaron Harrell 
addressed the recent report 
card the district received 
from the Kentucky Depart-
ment of Education in regard 
to last year’s state testing.

While the middle school’s 
performance was in the yel-
low, the high school and 
the elementary schools all 
tested in the orange portion 
of the scale. Red is the next 
step down and the lowest 
on the federal classification 
scale.

“The results were not 
overly shocking to us,” Har-
rell said. “We implemented 
instructional plans before 

the year started to address 
them.”

He added that principals 
and faculty at each school 
plan all lessons and activi-
ties with the shortfalls as a 
guide. He stated teachers 
evaluated their instruction 
by asking whether it focused 
on improving in areas of con-
cern.

Related to that mission 
is one of the goals of the 
district’s strategic plan, 
which seeks a 3% increase-
year-to-year in reading per-
formance across all schools. 
The draft of that plan will be 
presented for approval at the 
next meeting Nov. 28.

The board also accepted a 
KETS offer of assistance of 
$23,919, and approved sev-
eral monthly reports, field 
trips, and fundraisers.

Webster schools get clean audit report

M G McKinley/Reporter

Webster County Board of Education presented its #1WC 
employees of the month for October during Monday’s meet-
ing at Providence Elementary School. Pictured are Tim McCor-
mick, April Pavlak (certified, library media specialist for Provi-
dence Elementary), Annette Harris (classified, food service for 
the Dixon campus), and Venita Murphy.
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Only two of the five 
seats on the Webster 
County Board of Edu-
cation were on the gen-
eral election ballot last 
Tuesday, and one new 
member will take office 
in January.

Amanda Dale Coomes 
will serve on the board 
from the 3rd Education-
al District after running 
unopposed for the seat. 
She will take the place 
of Jill Simpson, who 
chose not seek another 
term.

Tim McCormick will 
return to the board, rep-
resenting the 4th Edu-
cational District.

Coomes, 
McCormick 
win school 
board seats
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Providence Elementar y stu-
dents honored veterans with var-
ious songs during the school’s 
annual Veterans’ Day parade. 
More than a hundred spectators 
lined the streets at the city mini 
park to enjoy the event.

Veterans 
honored by 

PES students

Republicans 
win state, 

national races
Both amendments 

fail statewide
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