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The first of ficial case of 
COVID-19 (the Coronavirus) 
was repor ted in Webster 
County on Monday by Web-
ster County Judge Executive 
Steve Henr y through the 
county-wide one-call system.

“Last Thursday I called, 
talking with everyone con-
cerning the Coronavirus,” 

Henr y said in a recorded 
statement. “At that time I stat-
ed that I would let the peo-
ple of Webster County know 
when the first positive case 
came back. Unfor tunately 
today is that day.”

A c c o r d i n g  t o  H e n r y, 
a 77-year-old male tested 
positive for COVID-19 on 
Monday.

“The Green River Health 

District, along with the Web-
ster County Health Depart-
ment is doing a thorough 
investigation,” Henry said. 
“We ask that you continue to 
pray for this gentleman and 
his family. We known this 
will only get worse, unfor-
tunately, but we have to do 
what we can to help con-
trol how quickly the virus 
spreads.”

The identity of the individ-
ual was not released as of 
press time, but according to 
Webster County Emergency 
Management, he and every-
one he’d had contact with has 
been placed in quarantine 
pending COVID-19 testing.

Contact Matt Hughes at 
matt@journalenterprise.com or 
270-667-2069

First COVID-19 case 
confirmed in the county
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One of the businesses most at risk during 
the current battle against COVID-19 (the 
Coronavirus) is one that many people might 
not have even considered. As people strug-
gle with where to find groceries and how to 
home school their children, the country’s 
funeral home directors find themselves in 
a position where they have to continue pro-
viding their services, while trying to stay 
within new federal and state guidelines.

Last Tuesday, Governor Andy Beshear 
announced an order that all funerals in the 
state be limited to the “closest of family” 
with private burials.

“The governor is asking us to allow 
immediate family members only,” said 
Chad Townsend with Townsend Funeral 
Home in Dixon. “We are going to try to 
limit that to 10 people, because of his 
request for no more than 10 to gather in a 
social setting.”

That limit of 10 people would include 
both the minister and the funeral direc-
tor, leaving families with room for just 
eight guests. Of those, six are normally 
used as pallbearers.

Townsend said that his funeral home 
has yet to have a service under the cur-
rent restrictions, but he hopes that when 
it does inevitably happen that family 
members will be understanding that he 
can only do what he is allowed to do.

“We will discuss private family services 
with our families when we receive a death 
call,” said Townsend. “We still plan to have 
our families come to our funeral home to 
make those arrangements. We will limit 
that to a few immediate family members, 
but we will be open to do those arrange-
ments over the phone and through email, 
if families so choose. We want to continue 
to provide the utmost care and compassion 
during these extreme times!”
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Webster County Fiscal Court met in a 
regular session on Monday at the Webster 
County Senior Center in Dixon, with tight-
er than normal restrictions on who was 
allowed to attend due to concern about 
COVID-19 (the Coronavirus). Only elected 
officials, the county treasurer, the EMA 
director and the media were allowed to 
attend the meeting in person. The meeting 
itself was live streamed online for members 
of the community who wished to attend.

The biggest news to come out of that 
meeting was an Executive Order from 
Judge Executive Steve Henry to suspend 
the county’s Solid Waste Center usage 
policy from April first through June 30.

For the last year, anyone wishing to 
use one of the three solid waste centers 
around the county were required to either 
purchase a permit or buy special order 
garbage bags provided by the county.

With county and municipal of fices 
currently closed to walk-in traffic due to 
COVID-19, its become impossible for the 
county to provide customers with enough 
bags to meet their needs.

To meet that need, Henry deemed it 
necessary to lift the restriction in order to 
meet customer needs.

Customers who have already pur-
chased bags and permits are urged to 
keep them. The centers will not require 
either from April 1 until the end of June.

Customers who have a current tag will 
be given credit for the remaining time 
during the period that begins July 1.

County officials 
suspend solid 

waste pay-to-use 
policy

Funeral directors 
struggle to  

meet the needs 
of families

SCHOOL STRIVES TO FEED STUDENTS 
DESPITE CORONAVIRUS CLOSURE

Above: Buses lined up at the Dixon-campus of Webster 
County Schools on Monday morning to pick up a week’s 
worth of free lunches to provide to students across the 
district. Parents are asked to visit the following link to 
make sure district officials can get an accurate count and 
deliver the right number of meals: https://docs.google.
com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfmKEvuMrvM1pxC_AXnLKf9X-
4s6TVpBh4XjTcmwafJrA4RtRQ/viewform?usp=sf_link. 
Left: While schools are closed due to COVID-19 concerns, 
Webster County Schools have been working to supply 
students with meals for their days off. Pictured, on Friday, 
a bus dropped off lunches at Saddle Club Apartments  
in Providence. From left are Becca Denton, Providence 
principal Nita Johnson and bus driver Anthony Dyer.
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Webster County School 
Board met on Monday night, 
but it wasn’t your typical 
board meeting. Instead of 
a board room packed with 
district employees, students 
and parents, attendance 
was limited to board mem-
bers, the superintendent, the 
district finance of ficer, the 
district IT director and the 
media. Everyone present was 
plugged into a computer and 
separated by at least six feet, 
to follow the establish social 
distancing rules issued in 
response to the Coronavirus.

Other district employ-

ees and interested parties 
were invited to take part in 
the meeting, which was live 
streamed through the dis-
trict’s website. Board mem-
ber Cameron Edwards took 
part in the meeting electroni-
cally over his cellphone from 
a parked car.

Among the top items of 
conversation was the district’s 
response to COVID-19.

Webster County Schools 
have been out of session 
since Monday, March 16, 
following a recommenda-
tion from Governor Andy 

School board convenes first 
teleconference meeting

Plans for the remainder of 
school year remain on hold

Matt Hughes
Board member Venita Murphy listens to Monday’s board meet-
ing through a headset during the board meeting.
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