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WEDNESDAY
Sunny
High: 90   Low: 65

THURSDAY
Mostly sunny
High: 87   Low: 65

FRIDAY
Mostly sunny
High: 84   Low: 64

SATURDAY
Partly sunny
High: 85   Low: 67
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BY MATT HUGHES
EDITOR

A new 501c3 non-profit is lending a 
hand to the Webster County Animal 
Shelter, helping the facility maintain its 
no-kill shelter status by uniting dogs in 
need of a new home with loving families.

WebCo Pawsitive Solutions, as the 
organization is known, aims to raise 
funds for the facility, while members vol-
unteer their personal time to help care 
for the animals contained within.

“Its an idea I’ve been looking at for a 
couple of years,” said Animal Control 

Officer Aaron Richmond. “A lot of other 
facilities have ‘friends of’ organizations. 
Basically, they are non-profit 501c3 orga-
nizations that allow them to raise funds, 
which can go straight to the dogs rather 
than having to pass through the county 
government.”

The Webster County Animal Shelter 
has undergone some major renovations 
since Richmond assumed the Animal 
Control Officer position six years ago.

“There were some bad things that 
went on before I took over,” Richmond 
said. “It is not the same facility it once 

was. We’re here to help the dogs, not 
hurt them.”

In 2013, the Fiscal Court spent a 
quarter of a million dollars to build 
the current animal shelter, relocating 
the facility from what was more or less 
a shed located on the back lot of the 
Webster County Road Depar tment. 
Since then Richmond has secured 
numerous grants from Pet Smart Char-
ities, which not only funded the coun-
ty’s spay and neuter voucher program 

Nonprofit looking to 
give local dogs a paw up
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The unemployment rate in Webster 
County and 108 other of Kentucky’s 
120 counties rose in July, according to 
data released last week by the Kentucky 
Center for Statistics (KSC).

Locally the rate went from 4.6% in June 
to 5.5% in July, a rise of 0.9%. One year 
ago, In Kuly 2019, the unemployment 
rate in Webster County was at 4.7%.

County employment data is not sea-
sonally adjusted, and is subject to large 
rises and drops due to weather, holidays 
and the opening and closing of schools. 
With Webster County Schools reopening 
in late August, the next set of county 
data will likely reflect a decrease in the 
county’s unemployment rate.

State-wide, Kentucky’s civilian labor 
force was 1,861,723 in July, a decrease of 
58,934 individuals from June. The num-
ber of people employed in July decreased 
by 80,243, while the number unemployed 
increased by 21,309.

“Estimates of the number of peo-
ple working in Kentucky have varied 
more than normal over the past few 

Webster County 
unemployment 
rate rises in July

‘I wanna go back to school!’

Photo by Matt Hughes
On Wednesday, a cow in Dixon apparently wanted to join members of the Gold Learners group and return for opening day 2 of 
in-person classes at Webster County High School, at one point blocking school traffic on US 41A in front of the school. Pictured, 
Sheriff Frankie Springfield, at right, and another man work to get the cow returned safely to its field.

97TH 
BIRTHDAY 

CELEBRATION

Provided photo
Gladys Burklow celebrated her 97th 
birthday over the weekend with friends 
and family.

BY JON GARRET
JGARRETT@THE-MESSENGER.COM

As Chester Thomas left 
the paddock shortly before 
Saturday’s 146th running of 
the Kentucky Derby, 
his family collectively 
sang “My Old Ken-
tucky Home” loudly 
and perhaps a little 
off-key.

But  for  for mer 
owner of Advent and 
Vision Coal mines in 
Sebree, the level of 
the singing was irrel-
evant. Instead, it was 
a time for reflection, and a 
time for honoring the history 
of the Derby.

“I’m sure people were 
looking at us and thinking 
we must be crazy,” he said. 
“But we didn’t care. We sang 
it loud and together. It might 
not have sounded that good, 
but it sure sounded perfect 
to us.”

Moments later, that same 

family could be heard again, 
this time screaming for their 
horse — Mr. Big News — as 
he turned for home in the 
Run for the Roses. Ultimate-

ly, the 46/1 underdog 
would finish third 
behind Authentic and 
Tiz The Law.

The race capped 
off a special — albeit 
surreal — weekend 
for the Thomas fami-
ly. On Friday, By My 
Standards cruised to 
an easy and impres-
sive victor y in the 

$400,000 Alysheba Stakes as 
part of the Kentucky Oaks 
undercard.

“Really special weekend,” 
said Thomas. “When Gabe 
(jockey Gabriel Saez) made 
his move and we turned for 
home, I thought we were 
going to win the Derby. The 
screams you were hearing on 
TV, I’m certain that was us.”

The Derby was marked 

by protests that kept mov-
ing closer and closer to 
the Churchill race track as 
the day progressed. The 
moment wasn’t  lost  on 
Thomas.

“You could see the helicop-
ters circling above, and they 
kept getting closer and clos-
er as the day went on,” he 
said. “We were very aware 
of the situation. There were 
hundreds of armed protest-
ers right outside, so yeah, 
that will get your attention. 
But I can’t say enough about 
the police and the National 
Guard that kept ever yone 
safe and ensured we were 
able to pull this off without 
incident.”

Thomas expressed disap-
pointment that Gov. Andy 
Beshear elected to not attend 
the Derby and the presenta-
tion of the Governor’s Cup.

“I’m beyond disappointed 
he didn’t even show up,” said 
Thomas. “There was no way 

in hell I was going to miss it.”
Thomas said the empty 

stands due to the pandemic 
provided a dif ferent feel to 
the Derby, to say the least.

“So strange,” he said. 
“But it’s still the Derby and 
it was still special. We had 
some pundits questioning 
our choice to run this horse 
in the Derby, but I think his 
performance shows he was 
in the right race. I’m not the 
type of owner to run a horse 
unless I think we have a 
chance to win.”

The big question loom-
ing for Mr. Big News now 
is where will the horse run 
next. Most indicators point 
to the Saturday, Oct. 3 Preak-
ness — the third and final 
leg of the Triple Crown.

“We are going to be pret-
ty methodical about what’s 
next, but I could see us 
running in the Preakness,” 

Former local mine owner has 
big weekend at Kentucky Derby

Chester 
Thomas

SEE RATE/PAGE A3

SEE PAW/PAGE A5

SEE DERBY/PAGE A5


