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Governor
approves
General
Election
plan
Nov. 3 election will
operate much like the
June primary election
BY MATT HUGHES
EDITOR

Largely, the Kentucky General Election
scheduled for Nov. 3, 2020 will look much
the same as the June primar y election,
with early voting, expanded absentee voting and at least one option for in person
voting on election day.
Governor Andy Beshear and Secretary
of State Mike Adams announced the election plan Friday evening, five days after
Adams presented his own recommendations for the election to the governor.
Although Adams did not release his
entire list of recommendations to the public, several of the items he called for in
his proposal did not make the final cut.
Adams wanted to see expanded absentee voting, but wanted to see an end to the
no-excuse absentee voting that was utilized
in June. Adams also wanted all absentee
ballots to be received by the county clerks
by elections day to avoid the delay that
caused a week-long wait for results in June.
SEE ELECTION/PAGE A3

Providence
tables
tourism
amendment
Hears complaints about
lack of activity by zoning,
code enforcement boards
BY MATT HUGHES
EDITOR

The second reading of an amendment to
the Providence Tourism Tax ordinance was
tabled on Monday after council members
learned that not all Tourism Commission
members were in favor of the change.
At the council’s last meeting, councilman Keith Farrell introduced a proposal
that would create a yearly fee for food
trucks and vendors who came to town
periodically through the year, but failed to
pay the three% tourism tax that is required
by law. Trucks would be required to pay
a $250 annual permit fee and would be
excluded from the tourism tax.
Farrell suggested when he introduced
the change that it had the support of the
commission.
SEE TOURISM/PAGE A10
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School officials discuss
possible reopening plan
BY MATT HUGHES
EDITOR

Webster County School
officials attended the Provi d e n c e - We b s t e r C o u n t y
Chamber of meeting on
Thursday, and while there
they provided more information on the district’s efforts
to return to class this fall.
Following guidance by the

governor last week, Superintendent Rhonda Callaway
announced at the district’s
last boar d of education
meeting that classes would
resume as scheduled, on
Aug. 31, but they would do
so over the internet.
“Our teachers are ready
for this,” assistant superintendent Aaron Harrell told

chamber members. “Ever y
student will have a Chrome
Book. They will be very connected to their teachers. Its
not going to be like last year.
It will be similar, but better.
Last year we just had three
days to get ready.”
Har rell explained that
most students would be taking part in remote learning,

which would have them
working on line, face-toface with their teachers and
possibly even classmates
through programs like
Zoom, which was utilized
by the board of education
to hold meetings during the
lockdown.
SEE SCHOOL/PAGE A9

Sebree representatives discuss
a potential soccer complex
BY MATT HUGHES
EDITOR

Representatives of the Sebree Chamber of Commerce met with the Sebree
City Council on Monday to propose the
development of a new soccer complex at
Sebree Springs Park. Despite a number
of corporate sponsors for the project and
the availability of a grant to help pay for
the development, several members of
the council were less than enthusiastic
about the proposal.
No action was taken on the proposal,
which seemed to raise more questions
than answers.
Chamber President George Warran and Bob Hardison presented the
council with plans for a development
that would include one regulation size
soccer field and three slightly smaller
practice or youth soccer fields. The
proposal also included sponsorship
promises from both Green River Post
and Blue Grass Fence.
One of the sticking points for members of the council was that the proposal
called for removing the softball field at
the park to make way for the soccer field.
Mayor Ozzie O’Nan mentioned his
dislike for the plan of removing the
softball field, mentioning that he had
spent many summers coaching both
little league and pee wee league ball at
Sebree Springs Park.
“I’m about kids and about kids playing,” he said. “Its too bad that the chamber of commerce didn’t use some of its
power and resources to keep the little
league and pee wee leagues from falling
through the slats.”
“You want to remove the softball
Photo by Matt Hughes field?” said council member Jana Forker.
The city of Sebree introduced its new police chief during Monday night’s city coun- “I’m not for that.”
cil meeting. William “Billy” Braden is a graduate of WCHS and a retired Kentucky
SEE SOCCER/PAGE A3
State Trooper.

Webster County Jail gets influx of
new inmates from Union County
BY MATT HUGHES
EDITOR

While the Webster County Jail struggles to sur vive
in the COVID-19 era, local
ef for ts to keep the facility solvent got a big shot in
the arm last week due to the
misfortune of our neighbors
to the north west.
After months of discussion, the Union County Fiscal
Court finally made the call to
close the Morganfield-based
Union County Jail. During the
second half of last week, the
45 inmates from that facility
were transported to Dixon,
where they will ser ve out
their sentences.
Of those prisoners, 14 were
Union County inmates. The
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The Webster County Jail hopes to see some of its financial woes
eased after seeing an influx of new inmates from the Union
County Jail last week.
remaining 31 were ser ving
state time.
Although not enough to
completely of fset the Web-

ster County Jail’s shortfall,
those new inmates will mean
a significant increase in jail
revenue. Webster County is

contracted with Union County to house its local prisoners
at a rate of $30 per day. The
state pays $31.34 per day,
In all that equals a revenue boost of approximately
$1,391.54 per day, or around
$41,746 per month.
In July, the jail was reporting a loss of around $82,809
per month from state inmates
due to the COVID-19 crisis,
and a loss of nearly all funds
coming from contracts with
sur rounding counties, as
transfers between jails were
also banned. In all, the jail was
looking at an annual shortfall
of around $1.2 million.
Since the COVID crisis
SEE JAIL/PAGE A9

