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What many consider one of the most 
important programs at the Webster County 
Detention Center will be getting a new direc-
tor, and for the first time it will be staffed by 
a full time county employee rather than an 
outside contractor.

MRT/Anger Management (Coping with 
Anger), also known as Moral Reconation 
Therapy, is a national recognized program 
designed to help inmates recognize, over-
come and control anger. The program also 
covers parenting issues.

“To this point, the jail has been part-
nering with Mary Steely, an independent 
contractor who also worked for the state’s 
adult education program,” said Jailer Mor-
gan McKinley. “Even though it was a great 
arrangement, it was a bit limited because 
of the time the instructor could put in each 
week. Putting a full-time director in place 
will allow us to greatly expand the number 
of courses offered.”

Steely, who oversaw the program and 
worked with inmates at the jail for 12 years, 
informed McKinley in December that she 
was considering another full time position 

that would force her to leave her duties with 
the jail.

“On Mary’s advice, we sent Morgan Jack 
to MRT training so she would be able to 
teach each course in the program,” McKin-
ley said. “Two weeks ago, Mary informed us 
she would indeed be taking the job she had  

Jack announced as new MRT director
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Advocates seeking to make 
Webster County a Second Amend-
ment Sanctuary County got their 
first win on Monday when the 
county’s three magistrates voted 
unanimously to approve a reso-
lution declaring support for the 
Second Amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution.

We b s t e r  C o u n t y  K e n -
tucky United representatives 
Nathan Smith and Jon Whitfield 
addressed the court before an 
audience packed with supporters, 
and presented a petition with over 
700 signatures to magistrates.

“We are here today on behalf 
of 1,000 members Webster Coun-
ty Ky United, which is a branch 
our state group of Kentucky Unit-
ed, an organization that amassed 
more than 90,000 members in just 
over a month,” Smith said during 
his address. “Kentucky United 
was founded by John Cartwright 
in a successful attempt to unite 
second amendment advocates 
from across the state.”

Smith highlighted multiple bills 
already pre-filed in the Kentucky 
House which he says violate the 
constitution and the civil liberties 
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Water sales continue to fall for the Web-
ster County Water District (WCWD), but 
officials hope that some relief is just around 
the corner.

Sales for the Dixon-based utility were 
down by over 17 million gallons in 2019, 
dropping from 273 mil-
lion in 2018 to 255 mil-
lion during the last 12 
months. The closing of 
Dotiki Mine seemed to 
have little impact, as 
the lower sales was a 
trend that began in Jan-
uary, when the district 
repor ted 1.7 mill ion 
fewer gallons sold than 
the previous year.

Sales only exceeded the previous year’s 
totals four times in 2019. In April the dis-
trict saw an increase of 4.6 millions. June 
and July saw overages of 1.2 and 1.8 million, 
while the district sold an additional 803,342 
gallons.

Although WCWD revenues were down as 
a result of the loss of sales, expenses were 

down as well, with production for the year 
dropping by 31 million gallons. The water 
plant in Onton repor ted working around 
300 fewer hours than in the previous year.

Officials hope that a deal with the North 
Hopkins Water District (NHWD) will go 
into affect as soon as early spring, bringing 
a considerable increase in sales and reve-

nue back to the district.
The two ut i l i t ies 

inked a deal in March 
of 2018 that would have 
NHWD purchase up to 
300,000 gallons of fresh 
water per day, generat-
ing around $1,010 per 
day, or $368,650 per 
year. NHWD currently 
purchases water from 
the City of Madisonville. 

Their new deal with Webster County will save 
approximately $2,000 per month.

But while the agreement was made almost 
two years ago, the two districts are still wait-
ing for it to become a reality.

In order for the plan to work, NHWD has 
to construct an interconnect just outside of 
Slaughters, which will allow them to pump 
water from Webster County into their storage 
tanks.

NHWD financed the project through 
Farmer’s Home, but WCWD officials report 
that the funding is still on hold.

“They are waiting on some paperwork,” 
said district superintendent Robert Schindley. 
“Farmer’s Home needs some paperwork from 
the city (of Madisonville).”

For the time being, the project is entirely 
out of the hands of Webster County officials.

Contact Matt Hughes at matt@journalenterprise.
com or 270-667-2069.
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Webster County Animal Con-
trol Of ficer Aaron Richmond 
made his annual report on the 
Webster County Animal Con-
trol Shelter on Monday, and 
the facility continued to main-
tain its position as a “no-kill 
shelter.”

Webster County Animal Con-
trol took in a total of 422 dogs 
in 2019. Of those, 151 were 
puppies and 271 were adult ani-
mals. The shelter adopted 25 
of the remainder out to new 
homes, while another 265 were 
taken by rescue organizations.

In all ,  95 percent of the 
animals taken in at the Dix-
on-based shelter left the facility 
alive. In order to be considered 
a “no-kill shelter”, facilities can 

By Matt Hughes
Severe storms and heavy rainfall passed through the area over the weekend, resulting in the closing of several roadways in Webster County. 
Pictured here, Highway 138 just west of US 41 in Slaughters was underwater at around 11 a.m. Other closed roadways included Highway 
2838, Highway 132, Highway 2836 and Highway 270. In other areas around the region, severe damage because of high winds was reported.

Heavy rains lead to flooding

Webster County Detention 
Center to expand services

Morgan Jack has been named as the new MRT 
program director for the Webster County 

Detention Center. She will oversee programs 
such as anger management training and par-

enting for inmates.

Matt Hughes

Fiscal Court passes second 
amendment resolution

Matt Hughes
Webster County Kentucky United representatives Jonathon Whitfield and 
Nathan Smith (standing at center, left to right) addressed the Webster Coun-
ty Fiscal Court on Monday before a packed house, asking magistrates to 
adopt a resolution in support of the Second Amendment. Magistrates 
passed the resolution unanimously.

WCWD sales down by more 
than 17 million during 2019

ANIMAL  
CONTROL SHELTER

‘No-kill’ 
status still 
in effect

Although Webster County Water 
District revenues were down as a 
result of the loss of sales, expenses 
were down as well, with production 
for the year dropping by 31 million 
gallons. The water plant in Onton 
reported working around 300 fewer 
hours than in the previous year.
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