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WEDNESDAY
Showers likely
High: 83   Low: 70

THURSDAY
Showers likely
High: 83   Low: 64

FRIDAY
Partly sunny
High: 79   Low: 56

SATURDAY
Mostly sunny
High: 80   Low: 57
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BY STAFF REPORTS
Students in Webster County 

returned to in-person classes on 
Monday for the first time since 
the COVID-19 crisis brought 
schools to a halt on March 13. Or 
at least part of them returned.

“It has been the best, first day 
ever!” said Superintendent Rhon-
da Callaway. “Our kids and staff 
are awesome and it was great to 
see all of them today. Another first 
day will happen on Wednesday as 
we welcome the Gold Team!”

A total of 2,141 Webster Coun-
ty youngsters took part in the 
first day of school, although it 
took a variety of methods to 

make it possible.
Although the district is allow-

ing in-person classes, students are 
attending class through the hybrid 
model, which breaks in-person 
learners up into two groups: Gold 
Learners and Maroon Learners.

The Maroon team will attend 
classes on Monday and Tuesday, 
while the Gold group will attend 
classes on Wednesday and Thurs-
day. On the days students aren’t 
in class, they will have online NTI 
or Link2Learn type class work.

The Maroon group consists 
of 889 students. Of those 466 
are elementary, with 150 mid-
dle school students and 273 high 

school students.
There are 791 students in the 

Gold group, which will be in class 
on Wednesday. A total of 402 of 
those are at the elementary level, 
while 142 attend WCMS and 247 
attend WCHS.

Another 291 students will 
attend classes remotely over the 
internet, with those numbers bro-
ken up rather evenly between all 
levels. WCHS will have 66 remote 
learners, while Providence (53), 
Dixon (52), WCMS (51) and 
Sebree (48)are close behind. 
Only Clay Elementary reports a 
considerably lower number at 21.

Only 170 students district-wide 

chose the virtual option, which is 
similar to the NTI plan students 
followed in the spring.

“The overall enrollment is 
about what we expected,” said 
superintendent Callaway. “We 
have had some parents/guard-
ians reach out today wanting 
to switch from remote/virtual 
to in-person classes. Of course 
that’s what we want and will do 
our best to make those changes 
this week.”

Webster County Schools 
will stay with this model until 
Fall Break, the week of Oct. 5 
through Oct. 9. At that time the 
district will reassess the situation 

and see if changes can be made 
to the schedule.

Students and staf f are being 
checked regularly for tempera-
tures and other signs of illness. 
The district does have a three 
tiered plan in place that would 
allow school to continue, even in 
the event COVID-19 is reported 
in the school system:

• Cases in county, but not the 
school — School open

• Cases in a class — Possible 
closure of a single classroom

• Substantial cases in class, 
school or district — Possible clo-
sure of affected class, affected 
school or entire district.

Students return to class in Webster

20th Annual 
Educators’ Breakfast

Photo by Matt Hughes
Providence Elementary principal Nita Johnson, standing, addressed her faculty and staff at the 20th Annual Providence-Webster 
County Chamber of Commerce Breakfast on Friday morning. The yearly event is sponsored by local chamber members to honor 
teachers during their first week in the building. “Our kids need us,” she said. “But we need our kids too. These are our babies, and 
they are coming back to us. If you think you know what is going to happen Monday and Tuesday, you have no idea. But we will all 
get through it together. In 30 years, I’ve never done anything like this.” For more pictures from the event, see Page 10.

BY STAFF REPORTS
Three Sebree residents were arrest-

ed last week in an arson cold case from 
November of 2018, when a fire destroyed 
the former Powell Lumber Company 
building.

According to police chief William Bra-
den, while doing a follow up investigation 
on the case after assuming his new posi-
tion last month, he discovered evidence 
that lead to warrants being issued for the 
three suspects.

Jason L. Golike, 48 of Sebree; Shawnee 
Ausbrook Golike, 47 of Sebree; and Miran-
da D. Floyd, 28 of Sebree, were all arrested 
and charged with second degree arson and 
third degree burglary. They were transport-
ed to the Webster County Detention Center.

Braden was assisted on the scene by 
Webster County Deputy Donald Jones, 
KSP Trooper Ben Sawyer and KSP  
Trooper Stu Recke.
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BY MATT HUGHES
EDITOR

Fall sports will continue as scheduled, despite 
a special called four hour meeting of the Ken-
tucky Board of Education (KBE) on Friday to 
discuss the KHSAA Board of Control’s decision 
to resume sports on September 7.

It seemed more people were interested in the 
KBE’s special called meeting on Friday than 
had followed along with the various debates on 
reopening schools that have been held during 
the last two months. But ultimately the board’s 
only action was to vote to issue a letter asking to 
the Kentucky High School Athletics Association 

(KHSAA) to consider alternatives for football 
and other high contact sports.

The KHSAA board of control voted last 
Thursday to approve a plan to begin fall sports 
competitions on September 7. Governor Andy 
Beshear, who stated that he did not feel it was 
a wise a choice, did not overturn the decision, 
instead urging schools and coaches to proceed 
with caution.

KBE reported getting thousands of calls from 
parents, coaches and employees who were con-
cerned when Friday’s meeting was announced. 
Board members also reported receiving threats. 
By Thursday afternoon, KBE had released a 
statement assuring sports fans that they would 
not be overturning the KHSAA decision.

“The KHSAA board of control decided to 
move forward with high contact sports at a time 
when most of our districts have pushed back the 
start of school until September,” KBE chairman 
Dr. Lu Young said during her opening state-
ments. “We’re not here to overturn that deci-
sion. I felt it was reasonable and warranted for 
the KBE to call this special meeting to review 
that KHSAA decision.”

BY MATT HUGHES
EDITOR

Providence-native Dorsey Rid-
ley, former state senator an state 
representative from Henderson, 
will be serving a new role 
in state government after 
being appointed by gover-
nor Andy Beshear last week 
to take the role of executive 
director for the Governor’s 
Office of Agricultural Policy 
(GOAP).

“Dorsey has been an 
advocate for Kentucky fam-
ilies and farms for decades 
and I appreciate his willing-
ness to continue to serve the peo-
ple of the commonwealth,” Beshear 
said of the appointment. “His expe-
rience as a banker lending to farm-
ers to grow or sustain their opera-
tions, operating a family farm grow-
ing corn in Western Kentucky and 
as a lawmaker including his time 

on the agriculture committee will 
be invaluable to the GOAP and the 
Kentuckians it serves.”

Ridley serve in the Kentucky 
House of Representatives from 1987 

to 1994, and then in the 
State Senate from 2004 until 
2019. Since leaving office 
he has served as director of 
legislative services for the 
governor’s office.

“Agriculture has always 
been a significant part of 
my life and it is an honor to 
serve in this capacity,” said 
Ridley. “I thank the Gov-
ernor for this opportunity 

to grow and positively impact our 
agriculture industry. The Kentucky 
Agricultural Development Fund 
supports our farmers, communities 
and statewide economy.”

During his time in the state 

Fall sports pass final hurdle: 
Season to begin on Sept. 7

Ridley appointed director 
of Governor’s Office  

of Agricultural Policy
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