
Residents who have been 
craving Mexican food since the 
sudden closure of La Casa in 
Providence will not have to wait 
long to get their fi x.

On T uesday the owners 
of another successful Mexi-
can restaurant chain finalized 
paper work to take over the 
facility on Westerfi eld Drive in 
Providence and expect to be 

open within the next few weeks.
“We are coming to Provi-

dence!” said Apolinar Mendez, 
co-owner of Los Agave’s Mexi-
can Restaurant, which has loca-
tions in Princeton and Eddyville. 
“I hope we can open in the next 
two or three weeks.”

Los Agave’s Mexican Res-
taurant has been in operation in 
Princeton since 2010.
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Established restaurant chain to 
open in former La Casa building

Federal and state authorities are cur-
rently investigating a multi-state outbreak 
of pulmonary disease related to e-ciga-
rette use, or vaping, but while most of 
the media coverage has been about the 
potential dangers of vaping, the real cul-
prit might be a product that has already 
been found here in Webster County.

According to the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC), of the 530 
confi rmed and probable cases of vaping 
related illness reported across 38 states, 
a majority have been confirmed to be 
tied to Tetrahydrocannabinol (THC), the 

psychoactive ingredient 
in marijuana. Although 
the CDC has been hesi-
tant to place the blame 
squarely on THC vaping, 
it has now added that as 
a likely factor in the ongo-
ing investigation.

E-cigarettes deliver 
an aerosol to the user by 
heating a liquid that usu-
ally contains nicotine, fl a-
vorings, and other chemi-
cals. However, e-ciga-
rettes can also be used 
to deliver marijuana and 
other substances.

In California, where 
recreational marijuana 
is legal, some legitimate 
companies are involved 
in the manufacture of 
legal THC vaping car-
tridges. Most of what is 
seen in Kentucky and 
other places where it is 
still illegal are largely 
black market products.

In March, the Webster County Sher-
iff ’s Department arrested a Providence 
man who was in possession of 15 pounds 
of marijuana in individually vacuum 
packed packages and an assortment of 
THC e-cigarette cartridges. The liquid 
was in bright, colorful packaging that 
contained car toon images and video 
game references such as the name 
“Mario Cart” and images of the beloved 
video game hero.

THC cartridges have also been found 
on at least one student at Webster County 
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Illnesses, 
deaths from 

e-cigs still 
on the rise
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O�  cials reluctant to 
blame outbreak on illegal 
THC (marijuana) vaping 

despite mounting evidence

For one young man, fall 
break was all about the 
vacation of a lifetime. Elijah 

Rollins, 17 of Providence, spent 
the last week on Oahu, the 
island in the Hawaiian chain 
that holds Honolulu, the state 
capital.

The journey was made 
possible by the people at 
Make-A-Wish, the organization 
that grants wishes to help 
children battling critical 
illnesses to build the hope and 
strength they need to fi ght 
harder. Elijah has been on the 
waiting list for the trip since he 
was fi rst diagnosed with cancer 
in 2013.

Elijah was diagnosed with 
T-cell acute 
lympho-
blastic 
leukemia 
(T-ALL) 
when he 
was just 12 
years old. 
His doctor 
submitted his 
name to the 
Make-A-Wish 
program 
right way. 
Not long 
after his 
family 
received 
paperwork 
for the trip 
in the mail. 
Then they began waiting.

“He’s been waiting almost 
as long as he’s been in 
remission,” said his mother, 
Tamiko Hall, the morning 
before the family left. “He’s 
very excited.”

Hall said Elijah planned 
to go parasailing, go on a 
submarine tour and then attend 
an authentic luau while in 
Hawaii.

“He’s had a long journey ut 
he’s a tough little kid,” said his 
mother. “Along the way he has 
become my inspiration. He’s 
gone through things I never 
thought a kid could go through 
and endure. That’s why I 
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Webster County students may soon 
get the chance to add a new sport to 
their resume after board of education 
members agreed on Monday night to 
explore the possibility of creating a 
swim team. But the process to make 
this happen is both largely uncharted 
and complicated.

WCMS seventh grader Kennedy 
Warren has been a competitive mem-
ber of the Madisonville YMCA’s Blue 
Wave Swim Team for several years. But 
that program only includes youngsters 
from age five until middle school. In 
Hopkins County, once students reach 
middle school age, they transition to 
either the Madisonville North Hopkins 
High School or the Hopkins Central 
High School team.

That leaves students like Warren 

and a handful of others from Webster 
and surrounding counties out in the 
cold. But Warren’s parents have a plan 
that they hope will allow their daughter 
and several of her Blue Wave team-
mates to keep swimming and keep 
attending school in Webster County.

“We’ve reached a crossroads where 
we are trying to figure out what we 
can do,” said Lance Warren, Kennedy’s 
father. “For Kennedy, (swimming) is 
her thing. She’s participated in bas-
ketball and softball, but her passion is 
swimming. If its a dead end in Webster 
County, we may have to look at other 
options to help her pursue her dream.”

He told board members on Mon-
day night that he had been discussing 
the issue with North Hopkins swim 
coach Kent Waide and assistant coach 
Amy Wortham, and they had offered 
a solution.

If Webster County Schools are will-
ing to create a swim team, Waide and 
Wortham would be willing to take on 
the responsibility of acting as their 
coaches. They would even go so far as 
sharing their pool time at the YMCA 
for practices, giving Webster County 
students the unique oppor tunity to 
workout with North and Central swim-
mers.

Although the plan is unique, it is 
not unheard of. Waide and Wortham 
have gone down this road before, on 
a slightly more limited basis. The two 
carried out a similar plan for a single 
swimmer from Crittenden County High 
School, allowing her to compete as a 
solo competitor for her school.

Most impor tantly, in this situa-
tion, the KHSAA approved the plan, 
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Matt Hughes
Princeton-based Los Agave’s Mexican Restaurant will open in the next two or three weeks in the former La 
Casa Mexican Restaurant building.

E-cigarettes 
deliver an 
aerosol to 
the user by 
heating a 
liquid that 
usually 
contains 
nicotine, 
� avorings, 
and other 
chemicals. 
However, 
e-cigarettes 
can also be 
used to 
deliver 
marijuana 
and other 
substances.

Above: Elijah Roll-
ins, left, and his 

family prepare to 
go parasailing dur-

ing their trip to 
Hawaii. Pictured 

are, from left, Elijah 
Rollins, Tamiko Hall 
and Krishawn Roll-

ins.

Right: Elijah Rollins 
is honored in true 

Hawaiian style.
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Elijah Rollins 
was diagnosed 
with T-cell 
acute 
lymphoblastic 
leukemia 
(T-ALL) when 
he was just 
12 years old. 
His doctor 
submitted his 
name to the 
Make-A-Wish 
program 
right way.


