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BURN BAN LIFTED
Wharton County’s burn ban has been lifted until further notice.

For burning guidelines, visit www.co.wharton.tx.us/
Controlled burns must be reported to 532-1550.

Dateline 
Wharton
Dateline 
Wharton

Food from 
trucks is very 
popular

Lifestyle Sports
Orsak Tennis 
Camp held 
recently

Page 5 Page 10
Subscribe

to the Wharton 
Journal-Spectator.
Call 979-532-8840

6
Real estate
l i s t i n g s

see Page 8 

KEEP YOUR DISTANCE

WISD to begin school year virtually
By ALBERT VILLEGAS
news@journal-spectator.com

The Board of Trustees with the Wharton Inde-
pendent School District unanimously approved 
to follow the recommendation of Superintendent 
Dr. Michael O’Guin to have all students begin the 
school year using a “virtual” model.

The first day of Wharton ISD instruction for the 
2020-21 school year is Monday, Aug. 17. Students 
will spend the first four weeks away from campuses.

The discussion came up during a regular meeting 
on Tuesday, July 28. It was during the action item 
WISD “Safe Return” to school plan with three out-
lined models (face to face, virtual, both synchronous 

and asynchronous).
Before he made his recommendation, O’Guin 

said virtual would allow Wharton ISD time to as-
sess how COVID-19 will pan out in the coming 
weeks. At the present time, the number of new posi-
tive cases has spiked throughout Wharton County 
and the city.

“I feel that is the best thing we can do right now 
to honor the safety of our students and staff mem-
bers,” O’Guin said. “If we need to call a special board 
meeting (in the coming weeks), we can do that. The 
state allows us four weeks.”

This means that students will begin school in a 
similar way the last school year ended – through 
the use of technology to be educated whether it be a 

phone, computer, tablet, etc. 
O’Guin told trustees he did not want to commit 

an entire semester using this or any model.
WISD will conduct the virtual model the first 

four weeks of school. WISD trustees will then have 
a meeting and assess how this model is going during 
the third week. It is at this meeting that they will 
decide what will occur the fifth week and beyond.

WISD placed information online about using a 
virtual model a day after the meeting. The Journal-
Spectator was the first news group to announce the 
trustees’ decision the night of the meeting.

See Virtually Page 3

By ALBERT VILLEGAS
news@journal-spectator.com

Curbside and delivery ser-
vices at the Wharton H-E-B 
location have begun. 

According to the grocer’s 
website, on Friday, July 31, 
Wharton joined a long list of 
other store locations offering 
curbside and delivery servic-
es for its customers. Part of 
the reason is the climate in 
which H-E-B and its custom-
ers find themselves – living 
through a pandemic.

COVID-19 has challenged 
the business in terms of sup-
ply and demand, and cus-
tomers, too.

“Texans now more than 
ever are taking advantage 
of H-E-B’s curbside pickup 
service as an aid for crucial 
social distancing efforts,” 
the store said on its website. 
“We know that in some cases 
we’re not providing the ser-
vice and product assortment 
our customers normally ex-
pect.” 

H-E-B said to make more 
time slots available, custom-
ers would be able to place 
orders no more than seven 
days out. In the long term, 
this change will allow H-E-
B to serve more customers 
sooner and would allow H-E-
B personal shoppers to pick 
orders before the store opens 

and during non-peak times, 
creating a safer option that 
increases social distancing 
efforts and the number of or-
ders processed daily.”

Curbside pickup service 
will include a $4.95 personal 
shopper fee. According to the 
H-E-B website, it can cost 
$4.95 plus an additional $5 
for delivery.

Once on the website, you 
can shop for various foods, 
click on recipes, weekly ads, 
coupons, even pharmacy in-
formation.

This is the way it works.
You log on to www.heb.

com and you click on “curb-
side and delivery.” You then 
click on which location you 
want to order your items 
from. For Wharton, you can 
type in the city or zip code. 
The website will then open 
up a calendar and various 
morning, afternoon, and eve-
ning times that are available 
for the customers.

The site works on a mobile 
phone or a computer.

H-E-B curbside and deliv-
ery is also available by click-
ing on the Journal-Spectator 
website. Log on to www.
journal-spectator.com and 
click on the H-E-B curbside 
banner. It will you select the 
Wharton location where you 
will be able to reserve a time 
slot.

                  Courtesy photo/H-E-B
This promotional photo from H-E-B shows an employee place 
bags of groceries into the back of a vehicle. Curbside service is 
now available at the Wharton H-E-B. By press time, there was 
no information on whether the exterior of the Wharton location 
will change to highlight this new service.

H-E-B offers 
curbside 
service here
Wharton store began Friday

By VICTORIA ARRIAZOLA
news@journal-spectator.com

If and whenever there is 
more control of the current CO-
VID-19 pandemic and Wharton 
County Junior College (WCJC) 
is able to welcome back stu-
dents and staff, safety will con-
tinue to be an important part of 
campus life. 

WCJC is working towards 
ensuring campus safety for visi-
tors, too. 

Two years ago, the WCJC 
Board of Trustees approved a 
security upgrade project, which 
is included in the college’s stra-
tegic plan.

WCJC officials said the secu-
rity upgrade project is valued at 
$1.3 million. 

The project includes blue 
light towers, new door locking 
system, emergency monitors 
and exterior lighting. 

It's a three-year project and 
is anticipated to be completed 
prior to the fall 2020 semester. 

In addition to enhanced se-
curity measures across campus, 
the college installed emergency 
blue enclosure towers. The 
equipment is manufactured by 
Code Blue.

In case of an emergency, the 
purpose of the towers is to pro-
vide a second point of contact 
for those who may need the as-
sistance of the WCJC Office of 
Security and Public Safety. 

Earlier this year, the college 
began installing these features 
across campus. When the proj-
ect is completed, there will be 
eight emergency towers across 
campus, along with separate 
speakers that have been fixated 
to numerous buildings. 

According to WCJC, the 
equipment is strategically 
placed in high-traffic areas. It 
is intended to provide campus-
wide coverage.

The concrete bases and wir-

Evidence of safety 
now noticeable

WHARTON COUNTY JC

            Photo by Victoria Arriazola 
An emergency code blue tower is completed in front of 
Corbett Park on the campus of Wharton County Junior Col-
lege’s main campus in Wharton. These towers are located 
throughout the campus.

ing for the equipment was completed in May, along with 
the installation of the towers in June. WCJC anticipates 
the equipment will be fully operational by the beginning 
of August.

This is how they function. When a student, employee 
or visitor presses the emergency button, a phone call is 
automatically made to the WCJC Office of Security and 
Public Safety. After it is activated, a security represen-
tative speaks directly to the person in need. Addition-
ally, there is a separate speaker installed that can be 
utilized for emergency messaging. 

WCJC plans to notify students and faculty of the new 
equipment via email when they return to campus in the 
fall. Messages will also be posted on electronic monitors 
across campus. 

This project was not paid for through grant funds.

SEE PAGE 7

 WISD Strength and Condi-
tioning
According to the Wharton ISD Ath-
letics Department, male and female 
student athletes will begin prepar-
ing for the 2020 fall season on 
Aug. 3. Boys incoming 9th through 
12th grades will be at Eddie Joseph 
Memorial Stadium from 6:30-8:30 
a.m. Girls incoming 9th through 
12 grades will be at Wharton High 
School from 10 a.m. to noon. Both 
will continue strength and condi-
tioning drills, followed by skill work. 
Mask/face coverings still required 
and bring own water bottle. Tem-
peratures will be checked before 
participating.

 WISD – New Student Regis-
tration

New students to the Wharton 
Independent School District must 
register at the campus he/she will 
be attending in person. Registration 
is Aug. 3-7 from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Schools are Sivells ES, Wharton ES, 
Wharton JHS, and Wharton HS.

 Summer Reading Program
The Wharton County Library Sys-

tem’s Main Branch (1920 N. Fulton 
Street, Wharton) is still registering 
children (six months to 17 years) 
for the Summer Reading Program. 
Adult program for readers 18 and 
older. The library is celebrating “Trav-
el the World through a Book.” Prizes 
for registered participants now and 
in July. All materials provided. No 
fees.

 Holy Family Blood Drive
Holy Family Catholic Church 

(2011 Briar Lane, in Wharton) is 
hosting a blood drive Aug. 2 from 
8:30 a.m. to noon. Appointment 
login “Digital Donor” at www.give-
blood.org. Call Shirley Chilek 979-
532-3356. Social distancing, face 
masks. Blue Bell ice cream pint for 
each blood donation.

 Grief Support Series 
A six-week grief support series 

accommodating up to eight people 
has been rescheduled from Aug. 4 
through Sept. 8. Times are still from 
5:30-7:30 p.m. at First Methodist 
Church in Wharton. Call 281-507-
5923 for details. The series is de-
signed to help people understand 
the process of grief, assess where 
they are in the process, and plan for 
how to heal.

 School Supplies Giveaway
East Gate New Prosperity Church 

will host a food, clothes, and school 
supplies giveaway on Aug. 9 begin-
ning at 1 p.m. Mask required as 
will social distancing. Donations of 
food, clothing and school supplies 
will also be accepted. The church is 
located at 5211 FM 102.

 CDA Calendar
Court St. Bernadette #1108 

Catholic Daughters of the Ameri-
cas in East Bernard is preparing its 
2021 Community Events/Birthday 
Calendar for printing. Cost is $7 for 
information about family and one 
calendar. Anyone in area is invited 
to be in calendar. Contact Gail Guth-
man at 979-234-3273.

Dateline Wharton and 
East Bernard is a free of 
charge listing in the Wharton 
Journal-Spectator and the East 
Bernard Express for non-profit 
events and fundraisers open to 
the public. We encourage local 
civic groups, organizations and 
groups with activities that will 
benefit local residents to sub-
mit information promoting 
their event.

   


