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Need a Job?
In Today’s Paper:

6 Employment Ads
filling more than

49 Positions! Subscribe
to the Wharton 

Journal-Spectator.
Call 979-532-8840

 Wharton Area 
Community Jazz Band
Meets the last Sunday of 
every month from 4-6 p.m. 
in the WCJC Fine Arts 
Building on the Wharton 
main campus. 

Wharton Community 
Choir
Invites singers from all 
communities around 
Wharton to join them 
weekly at 7 p.m. in 
the music room at the 
St. Thomas Episcopal 
Church. For more info., 
call 979-240-5760.

Alcoholic/Narcotics 
Anonymous Meetings
Alanon/Narcotics Anony-
mous meetings are being 
held at Hesed House, 413 
Colorado St.. Wednes-
days from 6-7 p.m. for NA, 
and 7:15 - 8:15 p.m. for 
AA. Kelley 979-282-1456 
or Tammy 979-282-1276.

Courthouse Tours
Wharton County Court-
house guided tours are 
the first Saturday of each 
month at 11 a.m. Free 
admission. No registration 
required. The courthouse 
is at 200 South Fulton 
Street, in Wharton. Spon-
sors are the Wharton 
County Historical Com-
mission and the Wharton 
Chamber of Commerce 
and Agriculture. For de-
tails, call 979-532-1862, or 
email helpdesk@wharton-
chamber.com.

TxDot Safety Seat 
Campaign Save A Life
Get a free car seat inspec-
tion. Bring your child to 
this event!  Wednesday, 
September 21, 3:00 - 5:00 
p.m. Wharton County 
Junior College Parking Lot 
#1. 911 Boling Hwy, for 
more information contact 
Teresa Parma TxDot, 
361.208.4508 or Lt. Ben 
Guanajuato, Wharton Po-
lice Dept. 979.532.3131

Rock Painting!!
Wharton Co. Library at 
1920 N. Fulton invites all 
children ages 6 to 17 to a 
rock painting session at 
the Library.  September 
24, between 11 a.m. and 
1:00 p.m. You can give 
one to a friend or leave it 
somewhere as an unex-
pected gift for someone 
to find. Library has ev-
erything you need for the 
projects. This is a fun and 
free come and go activity!

 National Night Out
Tuesday, October 4, 6-8 
p.m. at WCJC Parking Lot 
#1. For more information 
contact Ben Guanajuato 
or Ari Soltura at the Whar-
ton Police Dept. 979-532-
3131.

 St. Philip Apostle 
Catholic Church Picnic
Sunday, Sept. 25, 11 a.m. 
- 7 p.m., at KC Hall in El 
Campo. Dine In or Plates 
to go $12 per plate.

See DATELINE, Page 2

WEATHER UPDATES
Visit journal-spectator.com for current 

weather conditions.
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BURN BAN LIFTED
Wharton County’s burn ban has been lifted until 

further notice. For burning guidelines, visit www.
co.wharton.tx.us/. Controlled burns must be 

reported to 979-532-1550.

Today’s weather art is by 
Layla Newby of Wharton 
Elementary School. Weather 
art is a new feature of the 
Wharton Journal-Spectator 
highlighting artwork by 
local students. Parents wish-
ing to have the original art 
may come by the newspaper 
office after the art has been 
published.

INSIDE

Photo by Kristy Quijas
Junior Eagle Sara Filla, a Wharton High School senior, serves Carol Baugh her plates Thursday, Sept. 15, during the Fraternal Order of Eagles No. 4507 
drive-thru hamburger fundraiser at the KC Hall in Wharton. Filla said she helps with all of the events that the Fraternal Order of Eagles holds. 

Burgers to go

By JOE SOUTHERN 
news@journal-spectator.com

Sometimes even teachers 
don’t want to go to school.

Due to a rise in teacher 
absences at Wharton Junior 
High and Wharton High 
School, the school board voted 
Thursday to expand the incen-
tive pay program in place for 
the two elementary schools 
to include the two secondary 
schools.

That means teachers who 
miss three or fewer days in a 
semester will receive a $1,500 
bonus.

“As you look at the numbers, 
you can see that there’s far 
more people being absent at the 
junior high and high school just 
in the first five weeks of this 
year,” Superintendent Michael 
O’Guin told the Wharton ISD 
Board of Trustees at its month-
ly meeting.

He told the board that some 
teachers have already missed 
out on the incentive.

“You can look at the first five 
weeks, they’ve already exceed-
ed (the three absences). So 
they won’t qualify for the first 
semester. But maybe that will 
incentivize them to show up 
second semester,” he said.

Commenting after the meet-
ing, O’Guin said it is important 
for students and teachers to be 
in class every day.

“We value and appreciate 
all of our teachers and what 
they can offer our students 
when they are present,” he 
said. “Being where we are with 
state accountability, we want 
and need our teachers to be at 

work every day if possible. The 
incentive is in line with what 
is currently being offered to 
elementary teachers with great 
success, so we decided to see if 
we can replicate it.”

O’Guin, who is starting his 
third year at Wharton ISD, 
reminded the board of the pro-
gram he started two years ago 
to help with a teacher atten-
dance problem at Wharton 
Elementary School.

“So, as you guys know, two 
years ago, we adopted the 
strategic staffing Initiative for 
Wharton Elementary and then 
last year we adopted the strate-
gic staffing initiative for Sivells 
Elementary. And in part of that 
strategic staffing is attendance 
requirements,” he said.

O’Guin said the program has 
been successful at the elemen-
tary campuses, but the teach-
ers at the two secondary cam-
puses felt left out.

“Since we did it for the two 
elementary campuses … we 
felt like $1,500 a semester was 
appropriate to incentivize those 
secondary schools,” he said.

The question was raised 
about teachers having too 
many absences.

“Do we have any alternative 
if teachers don’t show up for 
work?” Trustee Sherrell Speer 
asked.

“We document it through the 
employee discipline procedure 
if they have excessive absences, 
but our board policy says that 
they have to meet a certain 
threshold before we can do 
that,” O’Guin answered.

By JOE SOUTHERN 
news@journal-spectator.com

Twelve years ago, Mario 
Alejandro Garcia had the 
grades and credits to gradu-
ate from Wharton High School 
with his fellow Class of 2010 
classmates.

There was just one thing 
standing in his way – the Texas 
Assessment of Knowledge and 
Skills (TAKS) test. At the time, 
it was a requirement for a high 
school senior to pass the test in 
order to get their diploma.

On Thursday, Garcia was 
finally presented his diploma.

“We’re gonna present a stu-
dent who is officially, after 
tonight, a part of the 2010 class, 
with their high school diplo-
ma,” Superintendent Michael 
O’Guin said at Thursday’s 
school board meeting. “You 
know, the state changed the 
law, that if you were in high 
school, and if the only rea-
son you didn’t graduate high 
school was because of the state 
assessment, that if you come 
back up, and you’re given an 

assessment, and you success-
fully complete the assessment, 
and you were passing all of 
your courses, and you had all 
the credits to meet gradua-
tion requirements, that you 
could receive your high school 
diploma.”

Garcia did just that.
“I’ve done a little bit of indi-

vidual research on the young 
man and I heard that he 
aspires to be an electrical engi-
neer,” O’Guin said. “And so 

Incentive pay to curb teacher absences

Courtesy photo
Mario Garcia, left, is presented his diploma by Superintendent Michael O’Guin 12 years after he finished high 
school. Garcia was not able to join his classmates at graduation in 2010 because he was not able to pass the 
Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS) test. He has since passed the state assessment and is now 
working on an electrical engineering degree.

Man gets diploma 12 years later

$1,500 for 3 or fewer 
absences per semester

Wharton 
fugitive 
captured 

A Wharton man was among 
three of Texas’ 10 Most Wanted 
offenders who are back in cus-
tody following their recent 
arrests.

Columbus 
Johnson, 58, 
of Wharton 
was arrested 
Sept. 8 in 
Rosenberg 
by members 
of the U.S. 
M a r s h a l s 
Gulf Coast 
V i o l e n t 
O f f e n d e r s 
F u g i t i v e 
Task Force, 
Rosenberg Police Department 
officers, and Department of 
Public Safety special agents 
assigned to the Texas Anti-
Gang (TAG) Center in Houston. 

Johnson had been wanted 
since January after the Texas 
Board of Pardons and Paroles 
issued a warrant for his arrest 
for a parole violation. Two 

Johnson
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