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Today’s Funeral and Death 
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Sherry Hoffman

Thomas Kachmar 
Kevin Darnelle Norman

Roger Spring

TODAY’S WEATHER
Check journal-spectator.com

for current conditions, updated  
forecasts and weather radar.

Details Page 2.
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BURN BAN LIFTED
Wharton County’s burn ban has been lifted until further notice.

For burning guidelines, visit www.co.wharton.tx.us/
Controlled burns must be reported to 532-1550.
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‘PumpKing’ event 
has pumpkin 
registration

Lifestyle Sports
Tigers’ football 
back in the 
swing of things
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Need a Job?
In Today’s Paper:

19 Employment Ads
filling more than

56 Positions! Subscribe
to the Wharton 

Journal-Spectator.
Call 979-532-8840

See DATELINE, Page 2

 Field of Faith
Eddie Joseph Memorial Stadium 
will be the site of an “Activate 
Your Faith” event on Oct. 9. 
Gates open at 6 p.m. The event 
is from 6:30-8 p.m. The faith-
based event welcomes family 
and friends, youth groups, FCA. 
For details, email Alice Barron 
(ladyabarraon@gmail.com) 
or Jerrell Barron (pastorbar-
ron111@gmail.com).

 Census 2020 Jobs
If you are looking for a job op-
portunity with flexible hours, 
weekly pay and paid training, 
join the local Census 2020 
team. The U.S. Census Bureau 
will be at Workforce Solutions, 
1506 North Alabama Road, in 
Wharton, every Monday (ex-
cept holidays) from 11 a.m. to 
2 p.m. Come by the office to fill 
out an application on Mondays. 
The Census website is 2020cen-
sus/gov/jobs. 

 Open Garden Club Trip
Wharton Garden Club invites 
members and community for a 
garden day trip by chartered bus 
Oct. 10. We will stroll through 
Helen’s Garden (League City), 
hear a gardening talk and shop 
at Maas Nursery (Seabrook), 
and visit Armand Bayou Nature 
Center (Pasadena). Cost $60 
with lunch at a seafood restau-
rant. For more information or to 
sign up, call 979-453-0138.  

 11th Monterey Square 
Wine & Art Fair
Oct. 12 is the date the 11th an-
nual Monterey Square Wine & 
Arts Fair will be held in down-
town Wharton. Wine tasting 
for those 21 years and older 
begins at 4 p.m. Live music, 
food trucks, arts and crafts will 
be available for purchase. Busi-
nesses open from 10 a.m. to 10 
p.m.

 Church Musical
New Hope Community Church, 
226 North Fulton, will have its 
20th annual “It’s Not About Us” 
musical at 6 p.m., Oct. 12.

 Black Cowboy Museum
Music, a petting zoo, BBQ plates 
are a part of the Black Cowboys 
Museum’s 2019 Fall Classic An-
tique Car Show in Rosenberg, 
1104 3rd Street, on Oct. 12 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Call 281-
787-2208 for details. Also view 
bucking bull and horse photos 
from the 1950s and 1960s.

 T.L. Pink Board Meeting
The T.L. Pink National Alumni 
executive board will meet at 
11 a.m. on Oct. 12 inside the 
George Memorial Library’s 
Room 2B in Richmond. For de-
tails, call Willie Giles at 979-308-
0643.

 Sons of the American 
Revolution
The next meeting of the Sons 
of the American Revolution of 
the Cradle of Texas, Chapter 33 
will be Oct. 12 at 11:30 a.m. at 
The Dragonfly, 125 South Ful-
ton Street, in Wharton, Texas. 
The Public is cordially invited. 
Individuals information on how 
to become a member can visit 
www.cradletxsar.org.

Walmart 
to close 
1-6 a.m.
Special to the Journal-Spectator

According to Walmart Wharton’s Facebook 
page, it made an announcement that the store 
would be closing at 1 a.m. and reopening at 6 a.m. 
indefinitely.

This new schedule began on Friday, Oct. 4, the 
store announced.

“We thank you for your understanding as we 
transition into our new hours of operation and look 
forward to seeing you,” Walmart Wharton said in 
the Facebook post.

Walmart Wharton joins many other businesses 
locally that are not open 24 hours. Others includ-
ing CVS, McDonald’s, Jack in the Box – all busi-
nesses that in bigger cities are open 24 hours a day.

The only businesses in Wharton that are open 
24 hours are Buc-ee’s and Whataburger, which are 
located along US 59, and the two Circle K conve-
nience stores on Boling Highway and Richmond 
Road.

“Me and my husband liked coming to Walmart 
late at night every so often, but not anymore here, 
I guess; we will have to go to El Campo now for 
emergencies for our small children,” said Sandra 
Resendez as she was walking out of the store. 
They have three children under 6 years of age.

“This is sad. Our town’s stores have to close 
to protect themselves from theft. I think the new 
hours are going to be a hardship for anyone need-
ing meds/food for a sick/injured family member 
in the middle of the night,” said Donna Drosche, 
reacting to the Walmart Wharton Facebook post. 
She too said trips to El Campo are now be planned.

PARTY TIME IN BOLING

Various events planned here
By ALBERT VILLEGAS
albertv@journal-spectator.com

Now that October has arrived and it is be-
ginning to feel like fall, the Crisis Center and 
its officials have risen to the occasion to make 
the community aware that this is Domestic 
Violence Awareness Month.

To do this, there are several events that are 
planned this month that started with a proc-
lamation during a Wharton County Commis-
sioners Court meeting.

The Crisis Center’s Tammy Pursely and 

Crystal Lorta attended a September meeting 
to receive a proclamation that Judge Phillip 
Spenrath read aloud.

“Home should be a place of warmth, un-
conditional love, safety and peace,” he said. 
“Tragically, for many individuals there are 
blessings that are tarnished by violence and 
fear. Domestic violence touches the lives of 
individuals of all ages, leaving a devastating 
impact on women, men, and children of every 
class.”

The second event will involve teen students 

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AWARENESS MONTH

         Photos by Kristy Quijas
Boling Lions Club held its annual carni-
val Saturday, October 5 at the Boling 
Community Center from 5-9 p.m. Hun-
dreds of people attended the festive 
event, which gave children the oppor-
tunity to dress up in their Halloween 
costumes. 
In the photos, the 4-6 age group is 
shown during a Halloween contest in 
which the winners were Matthew and 
Alma Martinez and Case Cochrum. 
Alchemy Johnson, daughter of Me-
gan Thompson, plays bean bag toss 
with members of the Family, Career 
and Community Leaders of America – 
Abraham Garcia, Cortney Whetstein, 
and Caleb Raminez.

GLO’s Bush to lead $4B mitigation plan
Special to the Journal-Spectator

Gov. Greg Abbott announced Com-
missioner George P. Bush and the Texas 
General Land Office will lead a historic, 
comprehensive resiliency and disaster 
mitigation program, funded by more 
than $4 billion in U.S. Department 
of Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD) Community Development Block 
Grant for Mitigation (CDBG-MIT). 

The announcement made on Friday, 
Oct. 4 explains that the comprehensive 
program will prioritize large-scale, re-
gional projects that increase the state’s 
resilience to disasters statewide, protect 

lives and mitigate against future hurri-
canes and other natural disasters.

“The state of Texas is committed to 
making our communities more resilient 
to natural disasters,” said Gov. Abbott. 
“Today we are pushing forward with the 
single-largest mitigation program our 
state has ever seen. Commissioner Bush 
and I are committed to working together 
in partnership with HUD and the Texas 
Division of Emergency Management to 
maximize the impact of this funding.”

“Today is a historic day for our state,” 
said Commissioner Bush. “Texas’ top 
disaster preparedness and recovery 
leaders are focused on accomplishing 

broad, wide ranging projects that will 
benefit the most Texans. I am commit-
ted to maximizing this historic funding 
by prioritizing regional partnerships to 
protect Texans from future storms.”

There are no details if this new plan 
will assist those in Wharton County, or if 
entities such as cities and/or the county 
would benefit like they have in the past.

In accordance with HUD require-
ments, the funds will be focused on 
reducing “long-term risk of loss of life, 
injury, damage to and loss of property, 
and suffering and hardship, by lessen-
ing the impact of future disasters.” The 
funds were appropriated by Congress on 

Feb. 9, 2018, for mitigation projects in 
the areas affected by Hurricane Harvey 
as well as 2015 and 2016 floods. Since 
2015, there have been 183 Texas coun-
ties that have received a presidential 
disaster declaration.

Wharton County was included in 
those disaster declarations.

 
Information on CDBG-MIT
On Aug. 23, 2019, HUD released 

mandatory rules for the use of more 
than $4.3 billion in funding for mitiga-
tion projects, which were appropriated 

Habitat for Humanity has ground-breaking event in Wharton

            Staff photo by Albert Villegas
Wharton County Judge Phillip Spenrath holds a proclamation with 
Wharton Crisis Center’s Tammy Pursley, who is next to  Crystal Lor-
ta. Commissioners from left Doug Mathews, Steven Goetsch, Rusty 
Graves and Richard Zahn.See Domestic Page 2

See Plan Page 2

By ALBERT VILLEGAS
albertv@journal-spectator.com

For Darweisha Williams, 
there is no substitute for living 
anywhere other than Wharton.

The memories she has of go-
ing to each of the homes of her 
mother and grandmother in 
her 20-plus years of living are 
priceless, she said.

Williams, who has two chil-
dren, Kenlei Phynon, 8, and 
Khalif Phynon, 2, will soon live 
life this way.

This is because Williams is 
the 2019 recipient of a Wharton 
Habitat for Humanity home. 
A ground-breaking ceremony 
was held on Jefferson Street on 
Monday morning, Oct. 7.

“I am so thankful; I don’t 

have any other words to ex-
press what I am feeling,” Wil-
liams.

Williams was raised in a 
home where she lived with her 
mother and now that she has 
branched out on her own, she is 
living in a Wharton apartment.

She said there is nothing 
wrong with living in an apart-
ment if that is what one can af-

ford. But for Williams, who was 
joined by family and friends 
during the ceremony, said the 
reason she signed up for a Hab-
itat home was for selfless rea-
sons close to her heart. 

“I really did this for my kids 
so they can have more place to 
be children and as a mother, 
you always want something 
better for your kids,” Williams 

said. “And having your own 
home is what it’s all about.”

There were officials with 
longtime ties to Wharton Habi-
tat for Humanity, including 
Jared Cullar and board mem-
ber Robert Pryor.

Cullar, who has been in-
volved with the organization 

See Humanity Page 5


