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TODAY’S WEATHER
Check journal-spectator.com

for current conditions, updated  
forecasts and weather radar.

Details Page 2.
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BURN BAN LIFTED
Wharton County’s burn ban has been lifted until further notice.

For burning guidelines, visit www.co.wharton.tx.us/
Controlled burns must be reported to 532-1550.
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  35 Days
    Until
Christmas

 Farmers Market
The Wharton County Farmers 
Market is held at Guffey Park, 
255 West Caney Street, near his-
toric downtown Wharton, every 
Saturday from 9 a.m to noon. 
The Farmers Market will contin-
ue to be held through Dec. 12.

 Holiday Market
Hesed House Holiday Mar-

ket will be on Nov. 21 from 4-8 
p.m. at Guffey Park, located 
at 255 West Caney Street, in 
Wharton.

 Feast of Hope Meal
     St. James Missionary Bap-
tist Church, 815 Mattie Street, 
in Wharton, will have a Feast of 
Hope Thanksgiving meal drive-
thru/pick up on Nov. 22 from 
10:30 a.m. to noon. SJMBC/
Manna House, and Just Do It 
Now are also having a Thanks-
giving Box event. Call Shanna 
White 281-570-8711 for your 
box.

 KC’s Feast of Sharing 
(CANCELLED)
  The 35th annual Knights of 
Columbus Feast of Sharing held 
on Thanksgiving Day at Family 
Life Center at Holy Family Cath-
olic Church has been cancelled 
due to concerns from the CO-
VID-19 pandemic. Organizers 
said they plan to have the event 
in 2021.

 Wreaths Across America
Remember veterans by 

buying or donating a wreath 
to be placed on their grave. 
Wreath reps are Dorothy Vik-
torin (Hungerford Cemetery: 
979-532-2146), Sarah Hudgins 
(Wharton/WC: 281-433-3357), 
East Bernard Methodist Church 
(pick-up or drop-off forms at of-
fice Mon. to Thur. 9:30 a.m. to 
5:30 p.m.). Order deadline Nov. 
23. Wreaths Across America 
ceremonies are Dec. 19 - East 
Bernard Methodist Cemetery at 
11 a.m. Hungerford St. John’s 
Cemetery at noon; Wharton 
County Veterans Memorial at 
1 p.m.

 Pre-Turkey Day Bake Sale
(CANCELLED)

The Catholic Daughters 
Court #1990 (Wharton) will 
have a pre-Thanksgiving Bake 
Sale at Holy Family Life Center 
on Nov. 24 beginning at 7:30 
a.m. Call 979-532-1466 for 
details. Proceeds go to various 
charities and scholarships. Mask 
required.

 Eagles Thanksgiving Fun-
draiser

Fraternal Order of Eagles 
#4507 will host their annual 
Thanksgiving ham and rib fund-
raiser on Nov. 25. Brown sugar 
or plain hams $40 and ribs $30. 
Hams and ribs pre-sold only 
and pickup is at the Wharton 
KC Hall from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Contact any FOE member or 
Brenda Macek at 979-453-1617 
to place your order.

 Blessed By The Best Ven-
dor Show
     Holy Family Catholic Church 
Religious Education Program 
will be hosting a vendor show 
on Dec. 5-6. It will be held at 
the Holy Family Life Center on 
the church grounds.  

HAY, TURKEY!

Following Jackie’s kid wishes

                 Courtesy photos
TOP: Quiera Ragston and little Logan Jones pose in front of 
the hay exhibit that was done in remembrance of Jacque-
line Marie Francis Ragston. Audrina and Braxton Ephran 
also take joy in the exhibit that was done because Mrs. 
Ragston said it would bring happiness to children.

Parade 
entries 
spike
From staff reports

There will be a Wharton 
Chamber of Commerce & Ag-
riculture Christmas Holiday 
Parade after all.

On Friday, Nov. 20, one day 
after they had announced that 
this year’s parade could be 
cancelled due to lack of partici-
pation, parade organizers said 
it was back on.

“We have exceeded the 
required 30 entries. So the 
Wharton Chamber Christmas 
Holiday Parade will go on,” 
Chamber Executive Director 
Ron Sanders said in an eBlast 
to chamber subscribers. “But 
there is one additional re-
quirement. We require a safe 
parade. If you are within six 
feet of another person, wear 
that mask. Better yet, wear a 
mask no matter the distance.”

The 40th annual parade is 
Tuesday, Nov. 24. The theme 
is “Christmas at the Movies.” 
Lineup is at 6 p.m., and the 
parade begins an hour later.

By LIZ MORENO
news@journal-spectator.com

Giving thanks for a legacy 
that someone has left behind 
is a wonderful thing to do and 
the family of Jacqueline Ma-
rie Francis Ragston is show-
ing just how special their 
loved one was while she was 
on this earth. Mrs. Ragston, 
who was a Wharton teacher 
for 40 years, passed away in 
August, 2019, at the age of 
64, after stage 4 endometrial 
cancer took her life. Her fam-
ily wanted to do something 
to honor her and this coming 

Thanksgiving appears to be 
the time to move forward with 
those thoughts. 

Ragston was born in Whar-
ton in 1953. She grew up in the 
Sorrell community and grad-
uated from El Campo High 
School in 1972, then from 
Wharton County Junior Col-
lege earning a degree in Early 
Childhood Development, and 
eventually obtained her bach-
elor’s in education from Texas 
Southern University while 
raising her son, Quinci and 
daughter Quiera.

Ragston’s daughter, Quiera 
See Turkey Page 10

Wharton leaders to discuss tax abatements
By ALBERT VILLEGAS
news@journal-spectator.com

Now that the election and canvass-
ing of the votes is behind them, Whar-
ton city council members can move 
forward with City of Wharton business 
knowing everyone will be around.

Mayor Tim Barker, At-Large Place 
6 Councilwoman Alice Heard-Roberts, 
and councilman Steve Schneider and 
Don Muller were sworn in Monday, 
Nov. 16 during a special meeting.

Next week on Monday, Nov. 23, they 
will meet for a regular meeting.

There will be a public hearing on a 

proposed adoption of the guidelines and 
criteria from granting tax abatements 
by the City of Wharton. Public hear-
ings are open to the public like all coun-
cil meetings. The public is allowed to 
speak also. According to the agenda, it’s 
expected that the council will consider 
and vote on establishing the guidelines 
and criteria the same night.

Once the public hearing is done, the 
council will also consider the following:

• Wharton Chamber of Commerce & 
Agriculture request to use Guffey Park 
for Wharton Market Days on Jan. 23, 
2021;

• Agreement with the Wharton 

Long Term Recovery team for use of 
a 150 x 200 foot section of property at 
the northwest corner of CR 222, in the 
Peach Creek subdivision;

• Annual maintenance contract with 
Stryker Medical and authorizing the 
purchase of medical equipment;

• Purchase of a pipeline camera 
system for televising, sanitary sewer, 
water and storm drainage pipelines 
through the city;

• Agreement between the city and 
Bojorquez Law Firm for redistricting in 
accordance with 2020 Census data;

The meeting will be held at Wharton 
City Hall and begins at 7 p.m.

Solar project benefits WISD
By LIZ MORENO
news@journal-spectator.com

If things go in the direction that the Whar-
ton Independent School District wants, it will 
be benefitting from the Red-Tailed Hawk So-
lar Project in Pierce in the not-too-distant fu-
ture. This is a proposed solar energy plant on a 
3,000-acre tract that’s part of the 32,000 acres 
of Pierce Ranch on the west side of the Colorado 
River.

This area has been chosen by AP Solar Hold-
ings because Wharton County is close to the 
greater Houston area.

One of AP Holdings representatives, Lisa 
Olson Murphy, had spoken recently to the 
Wharton City Council during a presentation 
in a regular meeting. It was preceded by action 
from the Wharton ISD Board of Trustees who 
approved to partner with AP Holdings.

AP Solar has explained on paper and 
through presentations that this school district 
would be one of the recipients of financial ben-
efits that will be bi-products of the program

One of the first rewards from entering this 
agreement would be $2.85 million in supple-

mental payments. This will be the result of 
sharing the tax benefit which AP Solar 6 LLC 
realizes. 

WISD leaders expect that the school district 
bond ratings would be improved because the 
entity would be taxed in its entirety for interest 
and sinking taxation. This will be caused by the 
increase in property value for their tax base. 

The revenue to be received directly from AP 
Solar is anticipated to be $5,687,925, divided in 
two portions: $2,834,925 for recovery of M&O 
(maintenance and operation) and $2,853,000 
will be the result of the tax benefit that would 
be afforded to AP Solar. 

“Approximately 80% of our M&O expenses 
are related to salary and benefits,” said Crystal 
Valdez, WISD’s chief financial officer. “While 
the other is used to ensure our schools are an 
environment which supports the education of 
our students both in facilities and instructional 
supplies.”

WISD anticipates the funds to come in sev-
eral payments.

“We expect to receive our initial payment in 

By ALBERT VILLEGAS
news@journal-spectator.com

The East Bernard In-
dependent School District 
issued a news release this 
week about a coronavirus-
related incident that war-
ranted attention by admin-
istrators.

East Bernard ISD Su-
perintendent Courtney 
Hudgins shared informa-
tion about a confirmed CO-
VID-19 case at one of the 
campuses.

The Wednesday, Nov. 18 
letter read as follows: “In 
keeping with East Bernard 
ISD’s practices to respond to 
COVID-19, we are notifying 
all student families that a 

staff member was lab-con-
firmed to have COVID-19 on 
Tuesday, Nov. 17.

“The staff member was 
last present on campus Fri-
day, Nov. 13, prior to any 
symptoms. After careful re-
view, we have determined 
that the COVID-19 positive 
person did not come into 
contact with students, staff, 
or areas accessed by stu-
dents or staff. Operations at 
East Bernard High School 
will continue as usual, and 
we will keep you apprised of 
further updates.”

Hudgins shared that due 
to privacy requirements, 
East Bernard ISD would not 
be releasing the name of the 

East Bernard ISD reacts 
to news of positive case

See Solar Page 10 See Positive Page 10

Stabbing 
leads to 
an arrest
By ALBERT VILLEGAS
news@journal-spectator.com

Several hours after being 
detained for his alleged in-
volvement in a reported stab-
bing, a man was still in po-
lice custody and detained for 
questioning.

The Wharton Police De-
partment responded to Pe-
can and Alabama streets at 
6:19 a.m. regarding a male 
that appeared to have been 
stabbed.

Wharton Police Det. Ariel 
Soltura said investigators re-
ceived a statement from the 

See Arrest Page 10


