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The Wharton Tigers will meet up 
with the Stafford Spartans (0-4) for their 
Homecoming game at Eddie Joseph Me-
morial Stadium Friday, Sept. 25.

Stafford and Wharton have both 
played tough schedules and are 0-4 on 
the season. Neither team has a win, but 
one school is going to walk away with a 
victory before heading into district. 

Wharton's offense has hit a stride. 
After struggling the first two weeks, the 
Tigers scored 30-plus points in back-to-
back games.

Seniors Keijon Waddell, James Jones 
and Sterling Harris have all taken 

steps forward from the start of the year. 
Wharton is a team that throws the ball 
with Harris under center. But with the 
running back Waddell becoming more of 
a factor in the ground game, it's making 
the Tigers more dynamic offensively. 

Harris in the past two games has 
thrown for 580 yards, 372 of those yards 
going to wide receiver Jones. To go along 
with the passing yards, Waddell has 
posted back-to-back 100-plus yard rush-
ing games, something Wharton did not 
accomplish last season. 

With opposing foes afraid of being 
beaten through the air, Wharton is tak-
ing advantage of fewer players in the 
box and Waddell is picking up to six 
yards a carry.

The offense has been there of late, 
but the defense is still trying to find 
themselves. Against Wharton last week, 
El Campo ran the ball for 558 yards and 
eight rushing touchdowns. Their two 
primary running backs averaged over 
12 yards a carry. 

Health and depth have hampered 
the Tigers through their non-district 
schedule. Against El Campo the Tigers' 
defense forced two turnovers, both re-
sulting in scores, but in large part, they 
couldn't slow the rushing attack. 

The Spartans finished second in 
their district last year. In the playoffs 
last year, they lost in the first round to 
Little Cypress-Mauriceville. From that 
team, four of five, first-team all-district 

defense players returned. Stafford is al-
lowing 32 points a game this season, but 
they've played four schools that have a 
combined 12-2 record.

Stafford this year is averaging just 
under 17 points a game. The Spartans 
have sophomore Brayden Batiste lead-
ing them at quarterback this season. 
Senior Christian Fregia is their leading 
rusher.

Stafford has lost to Huffman Har-
grave (28-14), Port Lavaca Calhoun (40-
14), Bellville (50-29), and Sealy (12-10).

Wharton has fallen to Navasota (35-
15), Columbia (52-7), Bay City (42-31), 
and El Campo (55-35).

Present WHS Tigers have tools to win first game 
HOMECOMING - 1950S CHAMPS TO BE HONORED

See Game Page 2

By ALBERT VILLEGAS
news@journal-spectator.com

Even before Tropical Storm Beta 
formed in the Gulf of Mexico and be-
gan peaking the interest of thousands 
of Wharton County residents, Sep-
tember was already bringing rain off 
and on to some areas and cities.

Not everyone in WC was getting 
rainfall, leaving county officials no 
choice but to keep a burn ban in place. 
In the days leading up to TS Beta, the 
Lower Colorado River Authority’s 
Hydromet recorded 2.27 inches of 
rain in Lane City, but Wharton (0.19 
inches) and Glen Flora (0.01 inches) 
much less. During the Sunday, Sept. 
13 rain event, there wasn’t any pre-
cipitation recorded in East Bernard 
and El Campo. Some received rain, 
some didn’t. Then a few days later on 
Sept. 17, the WC Office of Emergency 
Management (OEM) reported that 
Wharton had received 1.03 inches of 
rain, El Campo .47 inches, and the 
rest: East Bernard (0.07 inches), Glen 
Flora (0.5 inches), and Lane City (0.5 
inches). Some of the area around WC 
was already moist from recent pre-
cipitation.

Beta’s impact to WC
TS Beta has dramatically added to 

it, and it began in full force on Sun-
day, Sept. 20 in the late afternoon 
when some of the bands moved into 
Southeast Texas and WC. Rain start-

ed falling in wide areas of WC as lead-
ers warned it would be raining 5-10 
inches in the next five days, causing 
small rivers and creeks to rise.

On Tuesday, the OEM reported the 
following rainfall caused by TS Beta: 
Wharton (24 hours 4.29 inches, 72 

hours 6.05 inches), East Bernard (24 
hours 4.57 inches, 72 hours 5.82 inch-
es), El Campo (24 hours 5.55 inches, 
72 hours 6.54 inches), and Eagle Lake 
(24 hours 5.38 inches, 72 hours 6.05 
inches).

Downpour experienced across WC
TROPICAL STORM BETA

 Staff photos by Albert Villegas
Water started to flow along the Baugh-
man Slough near the Wharton County 
Historical Museum. The rains came from 
Tropical Storm Beta that began Sunday 
late afternoon on Sept. 20. Later that 
night, Wharton PD reported there were 
several vehicles that crashed on US 59. 
The accident was weather-related, and 
no one was injured.

See Beta Page 2

Gov. Abbott announces 
WC disaster declaration
Special to the Journal-Spectator

Gov. Greg Abbott on Monday, Sept. 
21 issued a Disaster Declaration for 29 
Texas counties in response to Tropical 
Storm Beta. This storm made landfall 
Monday night but had already caused 
storm surge and damaging winds, and 
had the potential to cause widespread 
flooding, as it continues to approach the 
Texas Coast. 

 Counties included in this Disaster 
Declaration include Aransas, Bee, Bex-
ar, Brazoria, Calhoun, Chambers, Fort 
Bend, Galveston, Hardin, Harris, Jack-
son, Jasper, Jefferson, Jim Wells, Kene-

dy, Kleberg, Liberty, Live Oak, Matago-
rda, Nueces, Orange, Refugio, Sabine, 
San Augustine, San Patricio, Shelby, 
Travis, Victoria, and Wharton.

 "As Tropical Storm Beta approaches 
the coast, I urge Texans in the path of the 
storm to remain vigilant and take nec-
essary precautions to keep themselves 
and their loved ones safe from flooding, 
storm surge, and other impacts from this 
severe weather," said Gov. Abbott. "The 
State of Texas is working closely with lo-
cal officials on the ground to provide the 
resources our communities need to re-
spond to Tropical Storm Beta and keep 
residents safe." 

           Staff photo by Albert Villegas
Tributaries like this one in Precinct 1 prompted the Wharton County Office of Emer-
gency Management to reach out to commissioners about barricades in known flood 
areas as a result of heavy rain associated with Tropical Storm Beta.

Ag producers, residents 
can seek Beta assistance
Special to the Journal-Spectator

In a Monday, Sept. 21 news re-
lease, the U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture (USDA) reminded com-
munities, farmers and ranchers, 
families and small businesses in 
the path of Tropical Storm Beta 
that the USDA has programs that 
provide assistance in the wake of 
disasters. 

The USDA said staff in the re-
gional, state and county offices are 
ready to help.

The USDA said it partnered 
with the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency (FEMA) and other 
disaster-focused organizations and 
created the Disaster Resource Cen-
ter. This central source of informa-
tion uses a searchable knowledge 
base of disaster-related resources 
powered by agents with subject 
matter expertise. The Disaster Re-
source Center and web tool now 
provide an easy access point to find 
USDA disaster information and as-
sistance.

 
Steps to follow to prepare for 

a possible weather emergency 
Severe weather forecasts often 

present the possibility of power 
outages that could compromise the 
safety of stored food. The USDA 
encourages those in the path of the 

storm to take the following precau-
tions:

• Store food on shelves that will 
be safely out of the way of contami-
nated water in case of flooding;

• Place appliance thermometers 
in both the refrigerator and the 
freezer to ensure temperatures re-
main food safe during a power out-
age. Safe temperatures are 40°F or 
below in the refrigerator, 0°F or be-
low in the freezer;

• Freeze water in small plastic 
storage bags or containers prior to 
a storm. These containers are small 
enough to fit around the food in 
the refrigerator and freezer to help 
keep food cold;

• Freeze refrigerated items, such 
as leftovers, milk and fresh meat 
and poultry that you may not need 
immediately—this helps keep them 
at a safe temperature longer;

See USDA Page 2

 FCA Drive-Thru Dinner
Faith Christian Academy is 

having a drive-thru BBQ din-
ner on Sept. 24 from 4-6 p.m. 
Meal is BBQ chicken and sau-
sage, pinto beans and potato 
salad. Food is catered by Juniors 
Smokehouse. Tickets are $10 
and are available from FCA stu-
dents or by calling the office at 
979-531-1000.

 Needville Food Drive
Creekside Christian Fellow-

ship, 16628 TX-36, in Needville, 
in partnership with the Houston 
Food Bank and Second Mile 
Missions will host a food drive 
for residents of Wharton, Bra-
zoria and southwest Fort Bend 
counties on Oct. 17 from10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. (or until food 
runs out). To receive food, you 
need to fill out form at the distri-
bution site.

 Wharton LL Cook-Off
Wharton Little League will have 
a cook-off Oct. 23-24 at Whar-
ton Little League Park, 200 Park 
Drive. Contest categories in-
clude brisket, ribs, chicken and 
beans. First through third place 
trophies. Entry fee $120. Call 
832-310-0974, 281-620-0918, 
or 346-239-9562 for details.

 Pumpkin Patch
The Pumpkin Patch, located at 
3905 FM 1301 between Bol-
ing and Wharton, will be open 
this year. Days will be Saturday 
and Sundays beginning on Oct. 
3 from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. Call 
979-373-8618 for more details. 
Pumpkins start at $6 and credit 
cards are accepted. Entry is free.

 Life After Loss
A six-session grief support and 
educational series is planned 
and designed to help people 
understand the process of grief, 
assess where they are, and 
plan for how they would con-
tinue to heal. The six sessions 
are from Nov. 3 through Dec. 
8 (5:30 to 7:30 p.m.). Three 
to eight participants can be ac-
commodated. Pre-register at 
281-507-5923. Co-sponsors are 
First United Methodist Church, 
Houston Hospice, and Wharton 
Funeral Home.

 Blessed By The Best Ven-
dor Show
Holy Family Catholic Church Reli-
gious Education Program will be 
hosting a vendor show on Dec. 
5 and Dec. 6. It will be held at 
the Holy Family Life Center on 
the church grounds.  For vendor 
information, call 979-533-0999 
or 979-531-9180.

 Reunion Cancellation
The 49th Celestine and Antonin 
Kulhanek Family Reunion has 
been canceled for this year due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic. The 
50th reunion is being planned 
Sept. 26, 2021 For more infor-
mation, you can email Karen 
Kulhanek at karenk0217@ho-
tmail.com or visit Facebook at 
Kulhanek Family Reunion.

----------
LAST DAY TO 

REGISTER TO VOTE FOR 
NOV. 3 PRESIDENTIAL 
ELECTION IS MONDAY, 
OCT. 5

      (www.votetexas.gov)


