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 Women’s Conference
The 6th annual Women’s Con-
ference will be held Aug. 10 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Moth-
er Zion Baptist Church, 422 
East Milam Street, in Wharton. 
The Rev. Dr. C.L. Wallace, pas-
tor, will lead the conference. 
Registration will begin at 8:30 
a.m. Cost is $10 (lunch includ-
ed). Contact Krystle Henry at 
979-532-1793 for details.

 Boling Back 2 School Bash
Boling Christian Church will 
host a Back 2 School Bash Aug. 
10 from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. The 
church will giving away free 
school supplies to students 
entering Pre-K through 12th 
grades and who are attending 
Boling ISD schools. There will 
be fellowship, hot dogs served. 
Children must be present at 
church, located at 11406 FM 
1301 in Boling. For details call 
979-358-0433. In kind dona-
tions accepted.

 Bake Sale Fundraiser
A fundraiser for college-bound 
Ariel Avalos will be held Aug. 
10 at Alyssa’s Kisses forefront 
in Wharton. More than 20 bak-
ers will be participating in the 
event to sell their desserts.

 Church Homecoming 
Concord Missionary Baptist 
Church will have Homecom-
ing Family and Friends Day on 
Aug. 11. For details, call Helen 
Crockett at 979-618-2091.

  Wharton Athletic Booster 
Club
After a memorable 2018-19 
athletic season, the Wharton 
Athletic Booster Club is prep-
ping for a follow up season 
beginning with its first meet-
ing of the year on Aug. 12. 
The meeting will begin at 6 
p.m. and held inside room 23 
at Wharton High School. The 
club will be electing officers. If 
anyone would like to become 
a member or be an officer, 
you are invited to come to this 
meeting.

 Life After Loss 
A six-week grief support and 
educational series is planned 
and designed to help people 
understand the process of 
grief, assess where they are 
in the process, and plan for 
how they will continue to heal. 
Only the meeting dates have 
changed and are now from 
Aug. 13 through Sept. 15. 
There will be six sessions from 
5:30-7:30 p.m. and can accom-
modate three to eight people. 
Call 281-507-5923 for details.

 County Democrats Meet-
ing
Wharton County Democrats 
will have a meeting Aug. 15 
at 9er’s Grill, 112 West Bol-
ing Highway, in Wharton. The 
meeting will start at 6:30 p.m. 
Contact Jeff Dixon at 281-795-
6485, for more information.

 Rose To Visit Wharton
The Rose will be hosting a day 
of mammography screening in 
Wharton County on Aug. 15 
at the Wharton Civic Center, 
1924 North Fulton, in Whar-

TODAY’S WEATHER
Check journal-spectator.com

for current conditions, updated  
forecasts and weather radar.
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BURN BAN
Wharton County’s burn ban

is in effect until further notice.
www.co.wharton.tx.us

By SHANNON CRABTREE
publisher@leader-news.com

Wharton County’s state representative wants the Texas 
Speaker of the House to resign.

“I would hope he resigns. That’s the 
honorable thing to do, at minimum 
resign as speaker,” Phil Stephenson, 
R-Wharton, said Tuesday, Aug. 6 after 
listening to a tape recording of a meet-
ing between Michael Quinn Sullivan 
of Empower Texans and Texas House 
Speaker Dennis Bonnen and House 
Republican Caucus Rep. Dustin Bur-
rows, R-Lubbock, on June 12.

During the session, Sullivan said 
he was asked, and refused, to help un-
dermine the re-election campaigns of 
Stephenson and nine other Republican 
state reps. after Bonnen left the room.

Bonnen later denied the allegation.
“The thing, it’s exactly as Michael Quinn Sullivan said,” 

Stephenson told the newspaper.

Stephenson 
asks for Bonnen 
resignation 

T E X A S   P O L I T I C S 

                             Staff photo by Albert Villegas
A photographer with Neil’s Photography, based in Needville, jokingly, but seriously asks par-
ents of Wharton Tigers football players to clear the way during the varsity team’s photo shoot 
at Wharton high School on Thursday, Aug. 8. 

OUR FOOTBALL TIGERS!

BONNEN

Abbott reacts to 
El Paso shooting, 
asks for $5.5M
Special to the Journal-Spectator

Texas Gov. Greg Abbott 
hosted a meeting earlier this 
week with statewide officials 
and members of the El Paso 
state delegation following a 
shooting in El Paso that re-
sulted in several deaths on 
Saturday, Aug. 3. The elected 
officials collaborated on po-
tential strategies to improve 
the safety and security of 
Texas communities. Abbott 
also announced a series of 
upcoming roundtable discus-
sions with elected leaders 

and experts to develop mean-
ingful solutions.

The governor was joined 
by Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick, 
Speaker of the House Den-
nis Bonnen, Sen. Jose Ro-
driguez, and representatives 
Cesar Blanco, Art Fierro, 
Mary Gonzales, Joe Moody, 
and Lina Ortega.

“The entire state of Texas 
continues to grieve the trag-
edy in El Paso,” Gov. Abbott 
said. “While our hearts re-
main broken, it is our respon-
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By ALBERT VILLEGAS
albertv@journal-spectator.com

The Wharton County Sheriff ’s Office re-
ported that deputies recently arrested an 
individual for being involved in possession 
and distribution of child pornography.

The WCSO said on its Facebook page 
that Camron Lee Wood was arrested after 
law enforcement officers executed a search 
warrant at 2276 Valley Drive.  The address 
is in Eagle Lake. 

According to the Wharton County Jail 
booking report, it reads that Wood is 32 
years old and was arrested on a possession 
of child pornography and possession with 
intent to promote child pornography charg-
es. Both charges are felonies. The report 

shows that Wood was ar-
rested at 11:31 a.m., Aug. 
7. 

Sheriff Shannon 
Srubar said Wood was ar-
rested without incident.

The WCSO said its 
Emergency Response 
Team assisted the Texas 
Attorney General’s Office 
in the matter. The WCSO 
commended the Texas At-
torney General’s Office Criminal Investiga-
tion Division for work in this matter. 

The WCSO said it is “willing to assist in 
any way it can when it comes to the safety 
and wellbeing of children.”

WCSO: Man arrested on 
multiple child porn charges

WOOD

By ALBERT VILLEGAS
albertv@journal-spectator.com

The Wharton City council will 
have its first regular meeting of 
the month on Monday, Aug. 12 at 
Wharton City Hall. The meeting 
begins at 7 p.m.

Among some of the items that 
will be discussed are a request 
from Just Do It Now (JDIN) for 
city assistance in removing debris 
left from the demolition at the for-
mer Dawson Elementary School.

The request was made from 
James Perez, executive director 
of Just Do It Now. This is an item 
that was discussed by the Public 
Works Committee at its July 22 
meeting. The committee voted to 
recommend this item to the coun-
cil for consideration and approval. 
The committee, which is made up 
of councilmen Terry Freese, Don 
Mueller and Clifford Jackson, rec-
ommended the city allocate a doz-

en 40 cubic yard roll off boxes from 
its allocation from WCA to assist.

In a letter dated July 17, Perez 
wrote to the City of Wharton re-
garding the matter.

“JDIN is currently in the de-
molition phase of building a brand 
new campus facility. We have de-
molished each of the buildings 
that we planned to remove from 
our campus in order to prepare 
for new construction,” he said. 
“However, due to circumstance 
beyond our control, we are in need 
of urgent assistance to remove two 
large debris piles that sit on the 
concrete slabs at our facility. We 
have initiated a capital campaign 
and we are working hard to raise 
funds, as we await responses from 
grant applications.”  

According to Perez’s letter, 
JDIN serves hundreds of Wharton 
families and children.

The council will also review and 
consider other unrelated items.

JDIN to ask city to 
clear Dawson debris

By ALBERT VILLEGAS
albertv@journal-spectator.com

The Wharton County Commission-
ers Court will be having its first meet-
ing with Rusty Graves at the helm, now 
that he was sworn into office earlier this 
month.

He replaces the late Chris King, who 
had been the Precinct 2 commissioner 
for nearly 30 years following several 
elections to keep him in office. King died 
last month from cancer.

One of the items Graves has asked 
to have on the agenda for the Monday, 
Aug. 12 regular meeting is to accept and 
award a bid for a truck tractor for the 
drainage department. Before being ap-
pointed commissioner, Graves had been 
the drainage department’s director, the 
only one in the department’s seven-year 
history.

He also plans to discuss and looks for 

court approval for a final subdivision 
plat for Vardeman Acres.

Graves will serve out King’s term un-
til the next general election in Novem-
ber 2020. He and anyone else who files 
from this precinct, which includes East 
Bernard and Hungerford, only have a 
few months to decide if they want to file 
for the Precinct 2 seat, which will only 
have a two-year term until 2022, when 
it will once again be on a normal elec-
tion cycle.

Seats of four years for precincts 2 
and 4, and county judge coincide with 
the state’s gubernatorial election.

During a special meeting on Aug. 
2 when Graves was sworn into office, 
Wharton County Judge Phillip Spen-
rath said Graves would continue to look 
over drainage department matters, as 
there are no plans to name an interim 

WHARTON COUNTY

Graves to begin Pct. 2 
tenure at Aug. 12 meeting

See Graves Page 2


