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Today’s Funeral and 
Death Notices, Page 7
Elroy “Buzzy” Bailey

Clyde Brenk
Sarah Jewel Butler

Mildred Marak
MaryAnn Powell

TODAY’S WEATHER
Check journal-spectator.com

for current conditions, updated  
forecasts and weather radar.

Details Page 2.
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BURN BAN
Wharton County’s burn ban

is in effect until further notice.
www.co.wharton.tx.us

Photos galore 
of our Wharton 
Tigers

Football Sports
Guess which 
school won ... 
again!
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Need a Job?
In Today’s Paper:

6 Employment Ads
filling more than

25 Positions! Subscribe
to the Wharton 

Journal-Spectator.
Call 979-532-8840

See Battle, Page 2

        Courtesy photos
Hurricane Laura made landfall near Cam-
eron, Louisiana on Thursday, Aug. 27. It af-
fected many in the state, including residents 
living in Lake Charles, Louisiana where these 
photos were taken by victims of the Catego-
ry 4 storm that packed winds of 150 mph.

Street surfacing begins Thursday

Helping Louisiana

Returning the favor for Harvey

By ALBERT VILLEGAS
news@journal-spectator.com

Weather permitting, the 2020 
Street Improvement Project will con-
tinue with the final surfacing work on 
Thursday, Sept. 17, according to the 
City of Wharton.

The city’s Public Works Director 
John Plaia told the Journal-Spectator 
he is pleased that it will finally be com-
pleted in a few weeks after so many 
delays the past few years.

The surfacing work that will be 
done is sweeping of the streets,  put-
ting the oil down, placing the rock 

down, rolling it, and then brushing it.
In June, Plaia told the city council 

that the city’s Public Works Depart-
ment had been working on a portion 
of the program with street sweeping, 
shoulder edging, tree trimming, patch-
ing, and repair work as needed for the 
contractor portion of the total sealcoat.

At the time, Plaia told elected offi-
cials there was $950,000 budgeted for 
the street project.

BEFCO, which is the City of Whar-
ton’s engineering company, had an-
nounced that Fuquay, Inc., based in 
New Braunfels, had turned in the low-
est base bid at $726,670.02. 

Three months later, the Street 
Improvement Project was discussed 
again during a regular Monday, Sept. 
14 Wharton City Council meeting.

Plaia spoke about a change order to 
the original contract to add three more 
streets.

The additional streets are as fol-
lows: Alabama Road from Milam 
Street to FM 1301; Briar Lane from 
the concrete pavement to Price Drive; 
and West Milam Street from Outlar 
Street to Ford Street. This change 
order also included restriping of Ala-
bama Road.

By ALBERT VILLEGAS
news@journal-spectator.com

Wharton and Boling school districts 
are following along with the University 
Interscholastic League’s (UIL) Risk Miti-
gation Guidelines that were released ear-
lier this month.

The UIL released these guidelines in 
response to photos officials have seen of 
high school fans of all ages during UIL 
football games from Aug. 27-29.

According to the UIL, all school dis-
tricts received the guidelines through as-
sistance with the Texas Education Agen-
cy (TEA).

Officials from Wharton ISD and Bol-
ing ISD responded.

“We of course are abiding by all UIL 
guidelines including 50% capacity,” BISD 
Superintendent Wade Stidevent said.

He alluded to pre-game guidelines 
that are made during pre-game and spot 
announcing throughout the game. As 
of press time, the Boling Bulldogs have 
played one game at home. They played 
at Van Vleck, Aug. 28, and they’re at 
Danbury Friday, Sept. 18. Some Boling 
fans were photographed in Van Vleck not 
wearing masks.

Schools 
warn to 
mask on

HURRICANE LAURA

Wharton, El 
Campo plan 
Friday clash

By LIZ MORENO
news@journal-spectator.com

Anyone who lives along the Gulf 
Coast is familiar with storms that 
brew up in the warm waters. Then 
they become tropical storms and are 
given names. Eventually, most be-
come hurricanes and become power-
ful. Some names, like Harvey, are 
never forgotten because of the de-
struction that followed in 2017.

This year, there have been several, 
the last one to hit near Texas – Laura.

In spite of the havoc Laura cre-
ated, there is a big ray of hope and it 
was planted by one of the hurricane 
victims three years ago when Harvey 

flooded the Wharton area. Tammy 
Breaux, a former Wharton County 
resident, lives in Sulphur, La., and 
represented the “Cajun Navy” when 
she and her husband John Breaux 
brought supplies for Wharton to 
Abundant Life Church. Little did 
they realize that Wharton residents 
would be repaying the favor in just a 
few short years, fulfilling the adage 
“Do unto others as you would have 
them do unto you.”

Like so many coastal residents, 
Hurricane Laura was not the first 
hurricane that Tammy and her hus-
band have been through, but it was 
the largest that she has ever seen. 
They knew what Wharton was go-

ing through when they made the 
trek here in 2017 to deliver supplies 
following Harvey. They were friends 
of Pastor Travis Glass and his wife 
Caree from when they had lived in El 
Campo and they wanted to help. 

But now, the shoe is on the other 
foot. Pastor Glass and his wife are 
planning to take help to the Breaux’s 
and their community in Sulphur.

The biggest surprise to Breaux in 
this hurricane is the lack of media 
coverage. She believes the destruc-
tion and devastation has been down 
played by the government leaders. 
Their biggest help has come from 
churches. 

   Staff photo by Albert Villegas
Wharton Tigers senior Harvells Brown 
played in front of Bay City fans during a 
home game last week.

RIVER BATTLE

See Street Page 2

See Laura Page 2

By JOSHUA REESE
sports@journal-spectator.com

The Wharton Tigers and the El Campo 
Ricebirds will meet each other at Ricebird 
Stadium in their annual renewal of the 
River Battle Friday, Sept. 18.

Both teams are coming off hard-fought 
losses. Wharton dropped its third game of 
the year in a tight 42-31 loss to an unde-
feated Bay City team. The Ricebirds are 
looking to rebound after a 39-27 loss to 
the state-ranked Calhoun Sandcrabs (2-
1).

The game will test different parts of 
each other’s defenses with offenses that 
took a step forward last week despite los-
ing.

So far in El Campo’s two games, it 
hasn’t been tested through the air like 
from what it will see against Wharton. 

 Eagles Plates Event
Fraternal Order of Eagles 

#4507 will host an annual event 
Sept. 17. The plates include a 
hamburger, beans, chips and 
a dessert for $10. Plates are 
pre-sold only. Pick up is at the 
Knights of Columbus Hall drive 
thru, 2328 North Fulton, in 
Wharton, from 5-7 pm. Tickets 
available from an Eagle member 
or Brenda Macek. Call 979-453-
1617 for additional information. 
All proceeds go to the organiza-
tion’s scholarship fund.

 Needville Food Drive
Creekside Christian Fellow-

ship, 16628 TX-36, in Needville, 
in partnership with the Houston 
Food Bank and Second Mile Mis-
sions will host a food drive for 
residents of Wharton, Brazoria 
and southwest Fort Bend coun-
ties on Sept. 19 and Oct. 17 
from10 a.m. to 2 p.m. (or until 
food runs out). To receive food, 
you need to fill out form at the 
distribution site.

 FCA Drive-Thru Dinner
Faith Christian Academy is 

having a drive-thru BBQ dinner 
on Sept. 24 from 4-6 p.m. Meal is 
BBQ chicken and sausage, pinto 
beans and potato salad. Food is 
catered by Juniors Smokehouse. 
Tickets are $10 and are available 
from FCA students or by calling 
the office at 979-531-1000.

 Wharton LL Cook-Off
Wharton Little League will have 
a cook-off Oct. 23-24 at Whar-
ton Little League Park, 200 Park 
Drive. Contest categories include 
brisket, ribs, chicken and beans. 
First through third place trophies. 
Entry fee $120. Call 832-310-
0974, 281-620-0918, or 346-
239-9562 for details.

 Pumpkin Patch
The Pumpkin Patch, located at 
3905 FM 1301 between Bol-
ing and Wharton, will be open 
this year. Days will be Saturday 
and Sundays beginning on Oct. 
3 from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. Call 
979-373-8618 for more details. 
Pumpkins start at $6 and credit 
cards are accepted. Entry is free.

 Blessed By The Best Ven-
dor Show
Holy Family Catholic Church Reli-
gious Education Program will be 
hosting a vendor show on Dec. 
5 and Dec. 6. It will be held at 
the Holy Family Life Center on 
the church grounds.  For vendor 
information, call 979-533-0999 
or 979-531-9180.

 Reunion Cancellation
The 49th Celestine and Antonin 
Kulhanek Family Reunion has 
been canceled for this year due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic. The 
50th reunion is being planned 
Sept. 26, 2021 For more infor-
mation, you can email Karen 
Kulhanek at karenk0217@ho-
tmail.com or visit Facebook at 
Kulhanek Family Reunion.

----------
LAST DAY TO 

REGISTER TO VOTE FOR 
NOV. 3 PRESIDENTIAL 
ELECTION IS MONDAY, 
OCT. 5. 

(www.votetexas.gov)

See Schools Page 2


