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Wharton County’s burn ban has been lifted until further notice.
For burning guidelines, visit www.co.wharton.tx.us/

Controlled burns must be reported to 532-1550.
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Special to the Journal-Spectator

On Tuesday, May 19, the Wharton 
Independent School District’s Board of 
Trustees unanimously voted to name 
Dr. Michael O’Guin as the lone finalist 
for the vacant superintendent position. 

Dr. O’Guin comes to Wharton from 
the Hays Consolidated School District, 
where he served 20,000 students as as-

sistant superintendent and deputy aca-
demic officer. 

Hays CISD is near Austin.
Prior to Hays, he served as Nacogdo-

ches High School principal beginning 
in 2016. 

According to Wharton ISD, there is a 
state mandate that the Board of Trust-
ees and Dr. O’Guin wait 21 days before 
executing a final contract. 

“However, Dr. O’Guin will be vis-
iting the district during that time to 
start meeting personnel and learning 
about WISD,” the school district said in 
a news release.

“I would especially like to thank the 
board for the wonderful opportunity to 
join the WISD team. My family and I 

are very excited to meet everyone and 
get to know the community. With the 
help of staff, students, and community, 
I look forward to addressing the chal-
lenges ahead of us,” O’Guin said.

If all goes according to plan, O’Guin 
will replace Tina Herrington, who was 
superintendent up until March of this 
year.

“We had a strong field of applicants. 
I am proud of the board, and the hard 
work and time commitment they put 
into the process,” Board President 
Christine Stransky said. “We are very 
excited to have Dr. O’Guin join our 
team and look forward to working with 
him as we face the demands ahead of 
us.”

Board of Trustees selects superintendent finalist
Final contract to be 
executed after 21 
days, WISD says

O’GUIN
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The Wharton community is invited to come 
out on the evening of Friday, May 29, at 6 p.m. 
to help Wharton ISD celebrate the seniors of the 
Class of 2020.  

“We will be following all social guidelines that 
are currently set in place. We ask that you prac-
tice social distancing while gathering your lasting 
memories of the WHS senior class,” Wharton ISD 
said in a news release. “We also ask that you al-
low the parade to flow seamlessly by not parking 
on the roadway along the designated route.” 

The following areas provide optimal viewing: 
Wharton High School parking lot (near swim-
ming pool), Wharton High School parking lot 

(near gym and old gym), Wharton ISD Educa-
tional Support Center parking lot (on Fulton), 
Wharton Civic Center parking lot (on Fulton) and 
Wharton County Junior College (lots 4, 5, & 6).

All seniors who will be participating in the 
parade will meet at the Eddie Joseph Memorial 
Stadium parking lot at 5 p.m. to prepare and line 
up. Seniors will provide their own vehicle decora-
tions, and those decorations must be school ap-
propriate. Seniors must remain in the vehicle and 
will not be allowed outside of the vehicle. 

“We look forward to seeing the community 
come out to celebrate our seniors and we thank 
you in advance for your cooperation in following 
all rules and guidelines to make this a safe, fun 
experience for our students,” WISD said.

Wharton ISD planning another parade
Wharton High School seniors will be featured
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On Wednesday, May 20, 
the Texas FFA Association, 
Agriculture Teachers Asso-
ciation of Texas (ATAT), and 
the Texas FFA Foundation 
announced that the 92nd an-
nual Texas FFA Convention 
was cancelled because of what 
it called the “unprecedented 
COVID-19 situation.”

In a news release, the or-
ganizations said their leaders 
had been in communication 
with the City of Dallas and 
the Kay Bailey Hutchison 
Convention Center in regard 
to the event that was sched-
uled July 6-10 in Dallas. 

This affects the incoming 
FFA members and officers for 
the 2020-21 year. Among those 
are Boling, East Bernard, and 
Wharton FFA chapters. All of 
these groups have already let 
their members know.

East Bernard FFA Advisor 
Jayson Hill said 12 students 
were signed up to attend.

“Two students were to re-
ceive their Lone Star Degrees, 
and two students had applied 
to serve as convention ambas-
sadors,” Hill said. “It would 
have also been the first time 
for 10 of our students to at-
tend.”

Hill is one of three advisors 

for East Bernard FFA, includ-
ing Annette Hill and Sarah 
Robertson.

“We are saddened that it 
was cancelled as we are all 
ready to get back to normal,” 
Jayson said.

The cancellation means 
that the Texas FFA Conven-
tion will move to an online 
format in 2020. More details 
about the new convention for-
mat will be available in the 
coming weeks, the Texas FFA 
said. 

“We are excited to take on 
the challenge of our first on-
line state FFA convention and 
believe it will still be a great 
event to celebrate the success 
and achievements of our stu-
dents and chapters,” Texas 
FFA said. 

Texas FFA said more de-
tails will be finalized by its 
state officers, state staff, and 
state board of directors this 
summer. 

According to Texas FFA, 
if hotel reservations were 
booked through Orchid 
Event, no further action is 
needed. “All reservations 
made through Orchid will be 
cancelled automatically. You 
will receive a cancellation ac-
knowledgement email like the 
original reservation acknowl-
edgement you received. 

FFA CONVENTIONSTUDENTS RECOGNIZED

           Courtesy photos
It’s a sign of the times as Wharton Junior High School administrators and faculty held posters 
and wrote words of encouragement as students picked up their awards for their accomplish-
ments during the 2019-20 school year. 
See more WJHS photos on page 3.
To see these photos online, visit the Wharton ISD website at www.whartonisd.net.    

DRIVE-THRU AWARDS

 Summer Reading Program
Registration for the Wharton 

County Library Summer Read-
ing Program begins May 27, and 
continues in June. Those ages 
six months to 17 years invited to 
join the children’s program, 18 
and older the adult program. The 
library (1920 N. Fulton St.) is cele-
brating “Travel the World Through 
a Book,” and prizes for registered 
participants will be given in June 
and July. All materials provided, no 
fees for any services.

 Eagle WHS Scholarships
Faternal Order of Eagle #4507 

has extended its Wharton High 
School Senior Scholarship applica-
tion 2020 until May 31, at noon. 
Send your application to P.O. Box 
386, Wharton, 77488.

 Plant Sale 
The Wharton Garden Club 

Plant Sale is back. Come out on 
June 6 from 9:30-11:30 a.m. 
outside of the Wharton County 
Library, 1920 North Fulton. Shop 
outside under the trees for a va-
riety of healthy, affordable plants. 
Please follow accepted standards 
for COVID-19 safety.

 Victory In Jesus Lunch 
Victory In Jesus organization 

will have a bar-b-que lunch on 
June 8 from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
at its building located at 218 North 
Houston Street in Wharton. The 
meal prepared by Ben’s Chuck 
Wagon will have a chopped beef 
sandwich, chips, dessert, and a 
drink for $10. To reserve, call VIJ 
at 979-532-2319 or call 210-326-
3177.

 Sunday of Hope
The Wharton County Fair-

grounds parking lot will be the 
site of a Sunday of Hope event 
on June 14 from 5-6 p.m. Enter 
parking lot of FM 961 and remain 
in your vehicle. Social distancing 
rules will apply. State rep Phil Ste-
phenson and Pastor Michael Li-
mas will be speak. For details, call 
Sarah Hudgins 281-433-3357.

Dateline Wharton and East 
Bernard is a free of charge 
listing in the Wharton Journal-
Spectator and the East Bernard 
Express for non-profit events 
and fundraisers open to the 
public. 
We encourage local civic 
groups, organizations and 
groups with activities that will 
benefit local residents to submit 
information promoting their 
event. 

REGULAR MEETINGS

• Wharton ISD Board of Trustees
The Board of Trustees of Wharton ISD 
have their regular meetings on the 
fourth Tuesday of each month, begin-
ning at 7 p.m. in the Education Support 
Center, 2100 N. Fulton St., Wharton. 

• City of Wharton Council
The Wharton City Council meets at 7 
p.m. on the second and fourth Mon-
day of each month at City of Wharton 
City Hall located at 120 E. Caney St., 
Wharton.

• County Commissioners Court
The Wharton County Commissioners 
Court meets at 9:30 a.m. (unless other-
wise posted) on the second and fourth 
Monday of each month at the Whar-
ton County Courthouse Annex building 
at 309 E. Milam St., Wharton.

COVID-19 affects  
students planning 
next school year


