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BURN BAN LIFTED
Wharton County’s burn ban has been lifted until further notice.

For burning guidelines, visit www.co.wharton.tx.us/
Controlled burns must be reported to 532-1550.
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 EBVFD Chicken Dinner
The East Bernard Volunteer 

Fire Department will have its an-
nual fried chicken dinner fund-
raiser at the American Legion Hall 
on July 14.

 Iago Church VBS
Iago Federated Church, lo-

cated at 7167 FM 1096 Road, in 
Boling, will host Vacation Bible 
School July 15-19 from 9-11:30 
a.m. Children from preschool-en-
tering fifth grade are invited for 
a “Miraculous Mission” involving 
Bible lessons, games, crafts, and 
snacks. For more information call 
979-657-2466 or register online 
through the church’s Facebook 
page.

  WCYF Membership Meeting
The Wharton County Youth 

Fair & Exposition will host a gener-
al membership meeting at 7 p.m. 
July 16 inside the office complex. 
Annual $10 membership dues 
need to be paid at this meeting, 
or a lifetime membership $100. 
Election of 2019-2021 directors 
will be done. Hear reports from 
the Committee Chairperson on 
this year’s Youth Fair events. 
Board of Directors will have a fol-
low-up meeting to elect the 2019-
2020 officers and begin making 
preparations for the 2020 WCYF.

 Knights of Columbus Din-
ner

The Wharton Knights of Co-
lumbus 3262 will have a pork 
steak dinner from 11 a.m. to 1 
p.m. July 21. The plates are $10. 
Pre-sale drive through only. Call 
979-533-0428 or 979-282-1551 
for details. Last day to purchase 
is July 15.

 First Baptist VBS
First Baptist Church, located at 

507 North Fulton in Wharton, will 
host Vacation Bible School July 15-
19 from 8:30 a.m. to noon. Using 
the “Roar” theme, children will 
have music, snacks, games, crafts 
and “wild” Bible adventures. This 
VBS is for those who have com-
pleted kindergarten through sixth 
grade. Call 979-532-4295 or visit 
www.fbcwharton.com. 

 Walkabout Thursday
Walkabout Thursday is held on 

the third Thursday of the month 
in historic downtown Wharton 
from 4-7 p.m. The next Wharton 
Downtown Business Association-
sponsored event is July 18. These 
events give residents and visitors 
an opportunity to be involved in 
civic engagement. You can bring 
your musical instrument, bring 
your camera, or easel to paint. 
Merchants stay open late.  

 Legion Potato Sale
American Legion Post 87 will 

be having a stuffed baked potato 
sale on July 19 from 11 a.m. to 2 
p.m. at the American Legion Hall 
in Wharton. Tickets are $10 per 
meal. You can get tickets from 
American Legion members or by 

By ALBERT VILLEGAS
albertv@journal-spectator.com

Coordinators with Wharton County (Andy Kirk-
land) and the City of Wharton (Stephen Johnson) 
Emergency Management departments have kept an 
eye on the Gulf of Mexico dating back to last week 
when conditions were favorable for formation of 
storms in the tropics.

As early as Monday, July 8, it was too early to say 
where a storm was projected to strike along the hun-
dreds of miles of Gulf Coast land that stretches from 
Texas to the Florida Panhandle.

Before a Commissioners Court meeting, WC’s 
Kirkland said it wouldn’t be until mid-week where a 
troubling weather system would be projected to strike. 
That weather system has since received a name and 
been upgraded – Tropical Storm Barry.

On Thursday, July 11, Barry was projected to 
strike Louisiana, with reports and images of flooding 

Emergency 
Managements
eye tropics

T R O P I C A L   S T O R M   B A R R Y

                Staff photo by Albert Villegas
Any sizeable rain that falls in Wharton and the county along Richmond Road/Business SH 60 results in 
flooding as depicted in this photo of a recreational vehicle park.

Special to the Journal-Spectator

Wharton County officials are urging residents 
who live in a mobile home or travel trailer to heed 
warnings in advance of approaching inclement 
weather, especially hurricanes and even tropical 
storms.

On Tuesday, July 9, Wharton County Judge 
Phillip Spenrath and Emergency Management 

Coordinator Andy Kirkland issued a press re-
lease.

“Hurricanes, tropical storms and severe thun-
derstorms can produce winds in excess of what 
your mobile home or travel trailer can safely 
withstand,” they said. “Make plans now where 
you will go if high winds are forecast for our area. 

WC warns ‘mobile’ residents 

See Tropics Page 4 See Mobile Page 3

By PUTT RIDDLE
sports@journal-spectator.com

In movies, guardian angels some-
times play a key role in the storyline. 

More recently, a beloved volleyball 
player for the Iowa City West Trojans, 
Caroline Found, passed away tragi-
cally in 2011 and her spirit became 
a guardian angel watching over her 
teammates as they were molded and 
shaped by their coach Kathy Bresna-
han into successfully defending their 
state title. Playing the flesh and blood 
Found in the 2018 movie, The Miracle 
Season based on the book written by 
Bresnahan was Danila Yarosh.

In June, 2014, a flesh and blood 

guardian an-
gel showed up 
for the athlet-
ic programs at 
East Bernard 
High School 
in the form of 
athletic train-
er Bob Marley, 
affectionately 
known as Doc. 
The timing 
of his arrival 
proved fortu-
itous for the Brahma/Brahmarette 
teams as they were moving into an 
era marked by successes in a number 
of sports beginning in 2015. There 

were back-to-back state titles in girls’ 
cross country, a state title in softball, 
back-to-back second place finishes in 
girls’ state track and field, a return 
to the state volleyball tournament for 
the first time since the glory days of 
Norma Pullin-led teams, a trip to the 
state semifinals in both football and 
tennis and numerous regional titles 
along the way.

There were aches and breaks, 
sprains and pains to the players that 
accompanied these successes. There 
was a need to build strength, build 
endurance, build speed and shape up 
the diets of the Brahmas and Brah-
marettes. That’s where Doc Marley 
stepped up in a big way. He has finally 

been given a long overdue honor for 
his skills, his knowledge, his loyalty, 
his commitment and his love for all the 
people he has taken care of in various 
ways over 30 years. On March 5, 2019, 
the Texas High School Coaches Asso-
ciation (THSCA) announced its 2019 
Hall of Honor inductees and award 
winners. Marley was chosen as the 
Athletic Trainer of the Year. He will 
be honored at the end of the THSCA 
coaching school along with four other 
recipients on Tuesday, July 23.

Upon glancing at his resume, the 
qualities of loyalty and commitment 
stand out readily. He has been with 

MARLEY

Marley’s approach to job now recognized statewide

See Trainer Page 7

THSCA ‘TRAINER OF THE YEAR’

Stadium named after Joseph
Wharton ISD trustees make unanimous decision

By ALBERT VILLEGAS
albertv@journal-spectator.com

The Board of Trustees with the 
Wharton Independent School District 
unanimously approved to name a ma-
jor athletic edifice that is currently be-
ing constructed where Tiger Stadium 
once stood the Eddie Joseph Memorial 
Stadium. 

The trustee decision through a 7-0 
vote during a second special meeting 
on Tuesday, July 9 comes eight months 
after voters approved a $59 million 
bond that paved the way for numer-
ous facility changes and upgrades dis-
trict wide, including construction of a 
new stadium after 50-year old Tiger 
Stadium was reportedly outdated and 
too costly to renovate.

Trustee Rachel Rust made the mo-
tion to give the stadium its new name, 
with a second by Curtis Evans.

The decision resulted in immediate 
applause from the audience, which 
included family members and some 
players who were coached by Joseph, 
including his son Gary Joseph, who 
is the head coach for the powerhouse 
Katy Tigers’ football program. He was 
accompanied by his wife, Sheila.

“The whole state is going to know 
this (stadium’s name),” said another 
WHS alumnus, Randy Hill, a former 
finance director for Wharton ISD, who 

shook hands with other visitors.
When the bond passed in Novem-

ber, Wharton ISD staff was then able 
to work with trustees about not only 
new stadium designs, but also provid-
ing the name of a new stadium.

Less than three months ago, Whar-
ton ISD announced it was accepting 
nominations for the naming of the 
newly-constructed stadium on the 
previous site of Tiger Stadium.

During an April trustee meeting, 

many requested in unison through 
Wharton High School alumnus Sam 
Golden to name it after Joseph, who 
was also Wharton ISD’s athletics di-
rector. As impressive of a showing as 
it was during that spring meeting, 
WISD Superintendent Tina Her-
rington told the group and reminded 
trustees of the nomination process 
that would last around six weeks. 

Joseph supporters also had to abide 
by this process, which included “input 

and petitions with supporting data of 
the nominee’s contributions.” 

The deadline was June 6.
During the first special meeting on 

July 9, among the other names that 
were announced that had been nomi-
nated were Paul Kearney and Greg 
Baines, both men major contributors 
to Wharton.

Trustees acknowledged the im-
portance these men had brought to 
Wharton in some form or fashion.

Trustees discussed all of these 
names, but when they spoke about 
Joseph, trustees said they agreed it 
should be named after a man who 
had coached at Wharton ISD and had 
an impact on many lives, according 
to information that was submitted 
through the nomination process.

Joseph coached a combined three 
decades at Wharton ISD – from 1967 
to 1981.

He would eventually be elected to 
the Texas High School Coaches Asso-
ciation Hall of Honor in 1983 and the 
Texas High School Football Hall of 
Fame in 1994.

EDITOR’S NOTE: The Journal-
Spectator will be doing follow-up sto-
ries on Eddie Joseph, other nominees 
who were considered, comments from 
trustees during the meeting, and social 
media reaction.

                    Staff photo by Albert Villegas
Wharton High School alumni and Wharton ISD trustees speak before a special 
meeting on Tuesday, July 9. Among those is Gary Joseph, center background, 
who is the son of the stadium’s namesake, Eddie Joseph.


