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BURN BAN LIFTED
Wharton County’s burn ban has been lifted until further notice.

For burning guidelines, visit www.co.wharton.tx.us/
Controlled burns must be reported to 532-1550.
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                   Staff photo by Albert Villegas
Michael Morgan has been photographing since the 1960s and went on to earn a degree 
from Sam Houston State University in 1969, one year after old Tiger Stadium was built. 
Eddie Joseph Memorial Stadium, where Morgan is shown, would be built in 2019.

By LIZ MORENO
news@journal-spectator.com

When it comes to providing photos to 
news organizations, a Starbucks or Mc-
Donald’s … any place that has Wi-Fi is 
as important to photographer Michael 
Morgan as was a dark room decades 
ago.

These businesses are the places to go 
during away high school football games 
when Morgan needs to transfer photo 
files before a midnight deadline.

Many times, he doesn’t stick around 
for the end of the game, as he is tasked 

for providing photos only, mostly of the 
Wharton Tigers.

Morgan, 75, has been taking pictures 
since before he graduated from Sam 
Houston State University in 1969.

If ever there has been a picture-tak-
ing man for all seasons and many de-
cades, that would be Morgan. 

He has been in the photography busi-
ness long enough to see the profession 
morph from using dark rooms to de-
velop film to sending photos by way of a 
laptop, and a cellphone.

His Facebook and Google accounts 

PICTURE THIS: Decades of eyeing local news 
PHOTOGRAPHER MICHAEL MORGAN

 Needville Food Drive
Creekside Christian Fellow-

ship, 16628 TX-36, in Needville, 
in partnership with the Houston 
Food Bank and Second Mile 
Missions will host a food drive 
for residents of Wharton, Bra-
zoria and southwest Fort Bend 
counties on Oct. 17 from10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. (or until food 
runs out). To receive food, you 
need to fill out form at the distri-
bution site.

 Fall Fish Fry and Raffle
Holy Family Catholic Church, 

2009 Briar Lane, is hosting the 
Fish Fry & Raffle from 11 a.m. 
to 1:30 p.m. on Oct. 18. The 
$10 plates (consists of fried 
fish, French fries, macaroni and 
cheese, coleslaw, and hush pup-
pies) will be available drive-thru 
only. Tickets may be purchased 
from a parishioner or at the 
church office. Raffle ticket is 
$10, or three for $25.

 WHS Performing Arts 
Booster Meeting

The Wharton High School 
Performing Arts Booster Club 
will be having a meeting on 
Oct. 20 at 6 p.m. at the 9ers. 
Help plan for the remainder of 
the football season and school 
year. Two “Get out of Conces-
sion Stand Night Free Cards” 
door prizes will be drawn.

 Farm Bureau Meeting
The Wharton County Farm 

Bureau Annual Meeting will be 
Oct. 21 at 120 North Houston 
in Wharton, starting at 6:30 
p.m. The meeting will consist of 
a business session only. No meal 
will be served. Registration is 
required-limited occupancy is in 
effect as required by law. RSVP 
at 979-532-2852. 

 Square Prayer Fridays
The next two Fridays (Oct. 

23, 30), Caney Creek Church 
will be open for individual 
prayer for our country from 8 
a.m. to noon.

 Wharton LL Cook-Off
Wharton Little League will 

have a cook-off Oct. 23-24 at 
Wharton Little League Park, 
200 Park Drive. Contest catego-
ries include brisket, ribs, chicken 
and beans. First through third 
place trophies. Entry fee $120. 
Call 832-310-0974, 281-620-
0918, or 346-239-9562 for de-
tails.

 Wallis Arts & Crafts 
Show

Wallis American Legion Post 
200 (330 Legion Road) is spon-
soring the 15th annual Arts & 
Crafts Show Oct. 24 (9 a.m. to 
4 p.m.) and Oct. 25 (10 a.m. to 
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WCSO arrest two juveniles following shots fired call
‘BOLING HIGH SCHOOL LOCKED DOWN’

From staff reports

According to the Wharton County Sheriff ’s Of-
fice, law enforcement was dispatched to a “possible 
disturbance with shots fired” at Boling High School, 
resulting in the arrests of two juveniles.

In a news release dated the same day of the in-
cident, Friday, Oct. 16, the WCSO reported that at 
approximately 7:49 a.m., deputies were dispatched 
in reference to a possible disturbance.

“Local officers were dispatched immediately, and 
the first deputy arrived on the scene less than five 
minutes later,” WCSO said in a news release. “The 
school was placed in a ‘lock down’ mode as a pre-
cautionary measure, pending the investigation and 
assessment of the situation.” 

The WCSO said two juvenile male students from 
Boling ISD were detained in connection with this 
incident.

“Upon thorough investigation by the Wharton 

County Sheriff ’s Office, which included interview-
ing multiple students and staff, and a search of the 
school campus, no evidence was discovered that 

would indicate the presence of a gun on the cam-
pus,” the WCSO said in the news release.

As the investigation continued, the WCSO said 
it was discovered that one of the juveniles involved 
in this disturbance was the suspect in an ongoing 
investigation currently being conducted by the WC-
SO’s Criminal Investigations Division. 

“That juvenile was taken into custody on charges 
unrelated to the disturbance at Boling High School,” 
WCSO said. “After the determination that there 
was not an ‘active shooter’ situation at Boling High 
School, the on campus fight between two students 
was turned over to the school administration to be 
dealt with, in accordance with BISD policy.”

BHS students resumed normal activities within 
the hour. At Wharton ISD at 8 a.m., it announced it 
had gone into a lockout. When the suspects were in 
custody, WISD resumed normal operations. 

               Courtesy/Boling ISD
Information about an incident that occurred at Boling 
High School on Friday, Oct. 16 was released via the 
BISD website (bolingisd.net).

See Locked Page 2

Auditions 
for Christmas 
Story slated

PLAZA THEATRE

Special to the Journal-Spectator

The Plaza Theatre, on Monterey Square in 
Wharton, will be holding open auditions for 
the second production of its 2020-2021 season 
– A Christmas Story. 

Both stage actors and technical crewmem-
bers are encouraged to attend  open auditions 
at 6 p.m., Sunday, Oct. 18 and Tuesday, Oct. 
20. Interested individuals only need to attend 
one of the two auditions, and registration is on-
line by completing the audition form at www.
whartonplazatheatre.org/auditions.

The production is in memory of Jeanene D. 
Merka. 

About the show
Humorist Jean Shepherd’s memoir of grow-

ing up in the midwest in the 1940s follows 
9-year-old Ralphie Parker in his quest to get 
a genuine Red Ryder BB gun under the tree 
for Christmas. Ralphie pleads his case before 
his mother, his teacher and even Santa Claus 
himself at Higbee’s Department Store. 

The consistent response: “You’ll shoot your 
eye out!” All the elements from the beloved 
motion picture are here, including the fam-
ily’s temperamental exploding furnace; Scut 
Farkas, the school bully; the boys’ experiment 
with a wet tongue on a cold lamppost; the Lit-
tle Orphan Annie decoder pin; Ralphie’s father 
winning a lamp shaped like a woman’s leg in 
a net stocking. 

Performance dates for A Christmas Story 
are Dec. 4-13. More information about these 
and other auditions, visit www.whartonplaza-
theatre.org. 

By LIZ MORENO
news@journal-spectator.com

Texas sunshine is abundant and has become a 
commodity for more than the tourist business that 
our beaches attract. Modern technology has given 
rise to solar power becoming part of the electric grid. 
Wharton County, alongside the Wharton Indepen-
dent School District, would benefit from the advanc-
es taking place. 

One recent boon comes in the form of a solar en-
ergy plant on a 3,000-acre tract that’s part of the 
32,000 acres of Pierce Ranch on the west side of the 

Colorado River. This area has been chosen by AP So-
lar Holdings because Wharton County is close to the 
greater Houston area. It looks like a win/win for not 
only WC and WISD, but also for the solar company 
that is planning the project. 

“If financing comes through, the start of construc-
tion could be as early as the first quarter of 2021,” 
said Lisa Murphy, development director for AP Solar 
Holdings. She anticipates the project will last 12 to 
18 months and that it will be completely ready by 
the summer 2022.

Pierce Ranch could have 
‘red-tailed’ outlook

SOLAR POWER IN WHARTON COUNTY

See Pierce Page 2

             Courtesy map
This is a map provided by AP Solar Holdings as it relates to the proposed Red-Tailed Hawk Solar Project.


