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TODAY’S WEATHER
Check journal-spectator.com

for current conditions, updated  
forecasts and weather radar.
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BURN BAN LIFTED
Wharton County’s burn ban has been lifted until further notice.

For burning guidelines, visit www.co.wharton.tx.us/
Controlled burns must be reported to 532-1550.
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Week at several 
schools
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Need a Job?
In Today’s Paper:

10 Employment Ads
filling more than

34 Positions! Subscribe
to the Wharton 

Journal-Spectator.
Call 979-532-8840

See DATELINE, Page 2

              Courtesy
These are all results of early voting for the Special Election 
Constitutional Amendments, according to the Wharton 
County Elections Office.  Early voting was held in Wharton 
and El Campo. Regular voting was Tuesday, Nov. 5. 
Visit the Journal-Spectator Facebook page for final results.

The Secretary of State provided the 
constitutional amendment election 
ballot language.
It reads as follows:
Proposition 1:
“The constitutional amendment per-
mitting a person to hold more than 
one office as a municipal judge at the 
same time.”
Proposition 2:
“The constitutional amendment pro-
viding for the issuance of additional 
general obligation bonds by the Tex-
as Water Development Board in an 
amount not to exceed $200 million 
to provide financial assistance for the 
development of certain projects in 
economically distressed areas.”
Proposition 3:
“The constitutional amendment au-
thorizing the legislature to provide 
for a temporary exemption from ad 
valorem taxation of a portion of the 
appraised value of certain property 

damaged by a disaster.”
Proposition 4:
“The constitutional amendment pro-
hibiting the imposition of an individ-
ual income tax, including a tax on an 
individual’s share of partnership and 
unincorporated association income.”
Proposition 5:
“The constitutional amendment dedi-
cating the revenue received from the 
existing state sales and use taxes that 
are imposed on sporting goods to the 
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 
and the Texas Historical Commission 
to protect Texas’ natural areas, wa-
ter quality, and history by acquiring, 
managing, and improving state and 
local parks and historic sites while not 
increasing the rate of the state sales 
and use taxes.”
Proposition 6:
“The constitutional amendment au-
thorizing the legislature to increase 
by $3 billion the maximum bond 

amount authorized for the Cancer 
Prevention and Research Institute of 
Texas.”
Proposition 7:
“The constitutional amendment al-
lowing increased distributions to the 
available school fund.”
Proposition 8:
“The constitutional amendment pro-
viding for the creation of the flood 
infrastructure fund to assist in the 
financing of drainage, flood mitiga-
tion, and flood control projects.”
Proposition 9:
“The constitutional amendment au-
thorizing the legislature to exempt 
from ad valorem taxation precious 
metal held in a precious metal de-
pository located in this state.”
Proposition 10:
“The constitutional amendment to 
allow the transfer of a law enforce-
ment animal to a qualified caretaker 
in certain circumstances.”

SPECIAL CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT ELECTION

WC voters have their say
From staff reports

Voters went to the polls beginning at 7 a.m. 
on Tuesday, Nov. 5 until the last ballots were cast 
across Wharton County at 7 p.m.

This is a historic election as millions of Texas reg-
istered voters will have their say in how the Texas 
Constitution is written from here on out.

The Special Election included 10 propositions. 
According to the Wharton County Election’s Of-

fice, there were nearly 1,000 votes cast during early 
voting, which lasted from Oct. 21 through Nov. 1.

The first and second weeks of early voting were 
very different. More county voters came out to the 

only places they could vote – Wharton and El Cam-
po – during the second week.

There were at least 100 votes tallied in the sec-
ond week, with 211 votes cast on the final day of 
early voting.

It paled in comparison to the first week when 
there were 53 votes cast the first day on Oct. 21 and 
76 votes on Oct. 25. The final four days of early vot-
ing numbers at least 103 votes.

To see the final results of the Special Election, 
visit the Wharton Journal-Spectator Facebook page 
once the Wharton County Election’s Office releases 
the final results at 7 p.m. when the polls close.

     Photos by Kristy Quijas
Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church in 
Wharton held its second fall festival under 
beautiful clear skies on Sunday, Nov. 3. 
Hundreds of people attended the festival 
that lasted five hours and featured Los 
Carmelitos, which is a dance group com-
prised of youth from various ages. 
The Carmelitos performed five different 
dances at the event. The dance group also 
performs folklorico style numbers.
The group has performed for most of this 
decade and is currently led by directors 
Maria Plaza and Frances Cerrillo.
Los Carmelitos range from ages five to 15 
years and there are currently 22 members. 

STRUTTING THEIR STUFF WHARTON

Christmas 
parade gets 
council OK

By ALBERT VILLEGAS
albertv@journal-spectator.com

In a vote that was more procedural than anything 
else, the Wharton City Council gave the green light 
for the 39th annual Wharton Holiday Parade, which 
is once again being put on by the Wharton Chamber 
of Commerce & Agriculture (WCCA).

The parade is scheduled Tuesday, Nov. 26.
On Tuesday, Nov. 5, the WCCA said it is still ac-

cepting entries. Call the chamber at 979-532-1862 or 
email at helpdesk@whartonchamber.com.

The request before the city council during a regu-
lar Monday, Oct. 28, was done by Jeff Rainer, who is 
the parade chairman.

Pre-parade activities will begin at 6 p.m. and the 
parade at 7 p.m.

Now that the parade permit and authorization 
to allow the Wharton Police Department to redirect 
traffic has been unanimously approved, the City of 
Wharton will also provide five portable lights for use 
during the parade’s line up and pick up points. 

The required parade route requires the city to 
close SH 60 (Burleson and Milam streets) from its 
intersection with Alabama Road and Polk Street.

The 100 blocks of South Fulton and South Hous-
ton streets will be closed and from 5-9 p.m., declared 
a “no parking” zone in preparation for the parade.

The closure of SH 60 will be less than four hours, 
according to a letter from Rainer to Wharton City 
Manager Andres Garza. In another letter to Ryan 
Simper, who is the area engineer with the Texas De-
partment of Transportation, Rainer said the Whar-
ton County Sheriff ’s Office is leading the parade, and 
that the committee has made arrangements for traf-
fic control through the police and Wharton Volunteer 
Fire Department, including chamber volunteers at 
street corners and busy intersections.

The winners from last year’s parade were as fol-
lows: Marching - Wharton High School Tiger March-
ing Band, Vehicle - Lannah’s Snowmobile, Commer-
cial - Weather Guard Roofing, and Non-Commercial 
- Snowplace Like Jesus’ Arms College Heights Bap-
tist Church.

Chamber accepting 
parade entries now

By JESSICA HARTMAN
jhartman@journal-spectator.com

Selections on the Square as the Wharton Cham-
ber Cash Mob’s first target by Amy Morales, Kapeesh 
Marketing LLC owner and director and the Wharton 
Chamber of Commerce and Agriculture.

“I am so excited to get this cash mob rolling, and 
from the responses from the Facebook group, it looks 
like our mobsters are just as excited,” Morales said. 

Morales informed Mary Lee Ondrias, the owner of 
Selections on the Square, that the store was drawn 
from the pool of submitted businesses for the cash 
mob. 

“I’m just as thrilled as can be to have my business 

drawn,” Ondrias said.
“I never thought I would openly invite a ‘mob’ to 

come into my store, but here we are and Thursday 
just can’t come soon enough,” Ondrias said. 

To add to the fun of the afternoon, Ondrias will 
have something special for one lucky mobster. “I want 
to put together something good for everyone that sup-
ports my store,” Ondrias said. “I’ll be entering the 
names of purchasers into a drawing.” 

Ondrias purchased Selections on the Square in 
April of 1990 and it has remained one of the few 
businesses on the square to stand through the test 
of time. “It’s tough when you have your Amazons and 
Walmarts, but I have been lucky to have great sup-

Cash Mob sets Nov. 7 target

See Mob Page 2

 Roaster Order Deadline
4-H or FFA member wishing to 
raise roasters for the Wharton 
County Youth Fair must order 
birds Nov. 6. Fee $30 entry fee, 
as well as payment for the birds. 
Completed and signed entry 
form, $30 entry fee. All exhibi-
tors must turn in a release of 
liability and first-time exhibitors 
a W-9 form. Paperwork on the 
WCYF web site. Online registra-
tion at wharton.fairwire.com. 
Online entry fee accepted. Visit 
www.whartoncountyyouthfair.
org or call 979-677-3350.

 Retired Teachers Meet         
Inviting all retired teachers in 
Wharton County to a meeting 
on Nov. 6 at 10:30 a.m. at First 
United Methodist Church, 421 
Pietzsch Street, in East Bernard. 
Reserve an $8 turkey and dress-
ing lunch before Nov. 1. Call 
979-533-2905, 979-541-9072, 
or 979-335-6675. The program 
will honor our veterans.

 Black Cowboy Museum 
Rodeo
The Black Cowboy Museum will 
have a rodeo (calf and team rop-
ing, ladies barrel racing, bull rid-
ing) at 1 p.m., Nov. 9 at Kend-
leton Rodeo Arena, off US 59. 
Admission $5.

 131st Church Anniversary
Center Union Baptist Church 
will be celebrating its 131st an-
niversary with a “Homecoming 
and Friends Day” at 2:30 p.m. 
on Nov. 10. Guest speaker is 
the Rev. Larry Blackmon, of 
Mt. Pleasant Baptist Church, in 
Booth, and congregation. The 
public is invited to the celebra-
tion.

 St. John’s KJT Dinner
St. John’s KJT Turkey Dinner with 
homemade dressing will be Nov. 
10 at Hungerford Hall. Serving 
begins at 10:30 a.m. Dine in or 
drive through.

 Veterans Day Musical
A special Veterans Day musical 
program will be held at Wharton 
Elementary School, 2030 East 
Boling Highway, on Nov. 11 at 
9:30 a.m. The public is welcome 
to come honor our nation’s vet-
erans.  

 Lamb and Market Goat 
Tag In 
Lamb and market goat tag-in 
Nov. 12 from 6:30-7:30 p.m. at 
the Wharton County Youth Fair-
grounds in Crescent. Completed 
and signed entry form, $30 en-
try fee. All exhibitors must turn 
in a release of liability and first-
time exhibitors a W-9 form. Pa-
perwork on the WCYF web site. 
Online registration at wharton.
fairwire.com. Online entry fee 
accepted. Visit www.wharton-
countyyouthfair.org or call 979-
677-3350.

 WC Republicans Meeting
Wharton County Republican 
Party officers, precinct chairs and 
anyone interested in helping to 
maintain this county’s conserva-
tive values are invited to attend a 
meeting at the El Campo Cham-
ber of Commerce board room 
on Nov. 14 at 6:30 p.m. Discus-
sion will be a fundraiser sched-


