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The First 100 Years - Wharton Chamber of Commmerce

Ron Sanders
Executive Director 2007-Present

The War to End All Wars
was fought and won. Prohi-
bition began with the 18th
amendment. A flu pandem-
ic continued to sweep the
world, even inspiring a Hor-
ton Foote film.

The year was 1919. Who
would have imagined all that
transpired between then and
now?

The businessman of 1919
in Wharton, Texas, must
have known one thing: the
future will either hit you be-
tween the eyes, or you can
build a road to meet it with
purpose.

That’s what happened.
The Wharton Chamber of
Commerce and Agriculture
was born.

For one century, our cham-
ber has served as the front
door to Wharton. Through
rapid change, our Chamber
has continued to be the go-
to place to help businesses do
business and to help travelers
find a destination for their
dollars.

Today, our chamber is
strong because of the en-
during support of our mem-
bers, friends and partners.
You have chosen Chamber
board members and officers
who understood through the

years the mission and stew-
ardship that is required.

The next 100 years will of-
fer afullload of more change
and opportunity. Yes, growth
is coming our way. The risk
of flooding will be reduced
in time. Our public schools
will be refreshed with a long-
overdue investment in infra-
structure. We will continue
to take full advantage of
having a regional junior col-
lege among us. Transporta-
tion will be enhanced. New
generations
women will continue to grow
in leadership roles and bless
us with their enthusiasm and
new perspectives and ideas.

In year 100, I assure you
that we continue to keep our
eyes on the road to meet the
future with purpose. Thank
you.
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The Lone Ranger of comic books,
radio and television, did all his good
works alone. Celebrating the 100th
Anniversary of the Wharton Cham-
ber of Commerce tells the opposite
story. It 1s hundreds, yes thousands of
volunteers working together to reach
goals. Chamber volunteers have been
the think tank of the community. Look
around as we celebrate 100 years. Ev-
ery good thing has some spark of this
amazing organization. Whether ideas,
money or workers, volunteers have
made this a great place we call home.
Let’s celebrate and plan for the next
100 years.

whartonchamber.com



whartonchamber.com The First 100 Years - Wharton Chamber of Commerce

The Wharton County Chamber off Commence & Agriculfune

Community leaders of every background have put their best-informed ideas and skills to work to meet

challenges and to capitalize on opportunities, as evidenced by Wharton Chamber of Commerce’s 100-

year history of business leadership.

In this section you will find the history of the Wharton Chamber of Commerce. Broken down by de-

cades, we will take you through the documented triumphs of this organization within the first 100 years.

WORKING TOGETHER TO SERVE
WHARTON, TEXAS FOR 91 YEARS.

The
Wharton Lions Club
proudly supports the
Wharton Chamber of
Commerce. Since 1928.

New Construction

Repairs
Water Heater Sales

Service
Installation

CONGRATULATIONS ON THE FIRST100 YEARS!

We are PROUD to support the
Wharton Chamber of Commerce!

Residential ¢ Commercial ¢ Industrial
A Full Service Plumbing Company Since 1968

216 N. Richmond Rd.
Wharton, TX 77488

(979) 532-0223

A. J. Rath, owner LIC.# M-5188

supporter 1} the
Wharton Chamber

TECL 30904 TMEL 332052

H&M

ELECTRICAL SERVICES

Powering It Up!
Insured”
22 Years Experience

979-532-1204

220 Maude St. Wharton, TX 77488
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1910s - 1020s
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|

FRIDAY, MARCH 21, 1919,

HUNTSVILLE BUSINESS
LEAGUE REORGANIZED.

Huntsville, Tex., March 17.—
"Business men of Huntsville
have reorganized the Young
Men's Busioess=- League. The
teorganization was effected so
5 to resume tHe work that had
been carried on in former years
but was interrupted by war
work.

A full-time secretary iz em-
ployed and downtown offices,
which are used as the clearing
house for all civic and public
affaivs are 1o be maintained.

The league has adopted a def-
inite poliey for the development
of Huntsville and Walker Coun-
ty and the work of putting this
program into cffect has been
started.

When in 1919 Huntsville,
Texas, established a Young
Men’s  Business League,
opened downtown offices,
and hired a full-time sec-

retary, Whartonians took
notice. An editorial in the
March 21, 1919, issue of
The Wharton Spectator

urged: “With the reconstruc-
tion period here, old Whar-
ton must be awakened from
its lethargy, get to work along

R T——
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WHARTUN, TEXAS FEIDAY. JUNE 7, 1ov

WOMBER &7

WHARTON COUNTY SWEPT BY FLOOD

with other towns of its size in the state, and develop
its resources to the limit. There is no finer county on
earth than our own and no finer people — no more
capable citizenship — all we need is cooperation and
push, with an organization whose business it is to give
Wharton County publicity, to push enterprises wor-
thy of consideration, to encourage new business. We
can flourish. We have a fine opportunity right now to
go forward with a power which has never been ours
before.”

In 1919 Wharton merchants organized the Retail
Merchants Association of Wharton, predecessor to
Wharton Chamber of Commerce.

In 1923 the Retail Merchants Association of
Wharton elected Officers and Directors: J. C. Locke,

LT e = ‘;w‘\,
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President and Ben Pe-
ine, Secretary; and
Directors J. L. Soutes,

S

With the reconstruction pe-
ried here, old Wharton must be
awskened from its lethargy, get
to work along with other towns
of its size in the state, and de-
velop ite resources to the limit.

There is no finér county on
earth than our own and no finer
peeple—no mere capahble citi-
zenship—all we need is co.opers
ation snd push, with an organ-
ization whose business it is 10
give Whartcn county publicity.
to push enterprises worthy of
consideration, Lo encourage new
business, we can flourish, We |5
have a fine opportunity right-
now to go forward with a power
which has never boen ours be
fare.

The county's war record is
second Lo none’ We never slack-
ed where the country’s welfare
was nt stake. Let's mot slack
now that the welfare of our
homes, children and our com-
munity is at stuke. Here's for
o greater, a bigger and a more
wide awake Wharton County.

began wide of the
ease. At B o' court ad-
journed [or two hours. examins-
tion of witnesses being resumed
ai 7. and sborily before § o'-|in Columbus.
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§ o'clock this morning confisel
will bogin- the summing vp of
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4. T. Wiliams, who & pumber
of years ago was a resident of
Wharton, was over from My
i home In Fouston last Friday
p and Saturday, in company with
 Mis brotherdn-luw, E. B. Juck-
+" #un of Notasalga. Alsbans. Mr.
Jnckson has some real estate in
this vicinity and came over to

‘made

preseated t 4
d along with 1)

plan of those Intef
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new truck tax whick b s
comes affective oa January
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stead of San Amtonis, who w]
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bat mo cpinion was ssked
any particular subject. Jud|

There s but & short tme o
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for Christmas.
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graphic Art.

Raymond Armstrong ape
last week end here fram Colle
Station. T
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BIJS!I{N MEN'S
MEETING MONDAY
o ATt u:u-m In History

to Have Trades
Everybody Come

Mficinls of ‘e Sapta Fo
System, feeling that

vlllrd at that time.

meeting was called to or-
lhr b . 3. Wright, acting aa
ehairman, butshe relinguished
the gavel shortly thereafter
to Chalrman Lecks, who was
a Kittle fate in arriving. The
régular <order of business was

will be

Train, and s schedule
des 106 stops at points ia
and Louislams. At esch

t the people are extended
Invitation to wisit the

lin, see the displays and henr
of the best autharities in
country on the care and de-

foén “Up- wbd: disposed of and
then !l! G B. Ball, district
w-'-"_ mmm of the Bouthwestern
Bell Telephone Company, was

to the
Mr. Bell was here in response
ts 8 Mettor from the secretary
requesting his presence thal he
might be told first hand of the
poor Lelephone hat this
town has been putting up with,

Blered. There will mot be
lrril:uhur-! axh

L one of

he was glad to be here
the
ful attention to every complaint
and seeking any informativn
regarding  the service that
would wid him in making ft
| better. It is not lhl: intent of]
| the talegHanfd vhmpany®’
[ to tolerate any mm mv an|
the part of the emplnyes;
secord to patrons anythit b
| the- most satisfactory - sirvio

bipe be was requested to
thing about this tra
id a0, advising thal
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ka ropresented by Mesara, 7. R {INTER H AﬂAﬂ‘dm‘““ conditiing 1o wmu\z peoply Who can et here will

the*train, sea what it caf-
andfear the Jectures that
be dwivered. [t was:then

| with, was frequently shert o
| operators of -experience, musl
| prepare against all kinds of
| weather conditions, cte. and|
| that it is only reaspmable that
| from time to time, il ‘must, us|
| all other enterprises do, fall
a litshe short of perfoetion, It
is always, however, the earnes
et to 3o the veey bast pos

romised

v
some  advertising - matter
et o big =m-|!l.lw winlt
Cow, Sow and Hém Train,

m: it the same time make the

would receive attenticn.
His genial demeanor,

‘ of
e Dtnwu =nd
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Amﬁllﬂm eould mot bat pro

t\m

Banta Fe's Cow, Sow and

suwmm éqm.mm ", NEW SENATOR DOES
RAIN ON SANTA FE mm_ms:‘

m-q»_um.\kpﬁmr
Day—

prosperity, happiness and
bentoani—a  more  thrifty
ple. and oventmally more
g¢ Lo be moved—will start
& special demonatration
from Sealy on Janugry
known

Ppmgnt of the saveral limes

I. Moore, W. A. Mo-

B N?_Timf i ers, P H. Metzger, and
Drainage for the Gult |m-“-m&hh bris .
St ; ety Joe Prasifka. A total

of twenty-five charter
members joined forces
under the direction of

#e
this disizict. Mr. Beck. editar IS
and pablisber of the Alvia Sun, | Usitad States senate from Tex-

sasg that early in Jangary be|as. -
woulll start an’ ve_rpmpaign |

And the elder Marfield did

lesding up to the. July. firim- | not forget his som, bat soon af- *
s o oA, B o ok the state RMA.
Mr. hs::l u;:‘d;gn he hd’lhnlr-l,u aftfer the nosa hour
mever held public offiee before. | peaterday, he left the semate
ek b i e b L S e Around the same

ing to Houston, where he was | telegram to his son:

for & number of yeirs mansger| “On this, your 19th birthday,
o the Southwastarn Bl Telo |1 bawd Just akan the ot of
phone Compbny. In 1921 he|office an United States senator
purchased the Alvin Sun. the |from our native state. 1 ex-
oldest newspaper in Hrazaris ttend congratulations upon yoar

time, Wharton Business
Men’s Club had orga-

the | dus
ing agents of the Samta |ty
um., Im?‘e!ﬂ & drainage.”

e six o
Lhe |af” the distriet which i

us Men's
TR g AR P e

a bix one for the husiness | contribute apything ‘to this box
The idea met with|4re requested t legve it at

. having boan eatablished @ reached your ninsteenth

esione (n life. May Divina

war any par |Providence guard you in all
was fcter- | your sspirations.

Beck stated that| Press dispaiches say that the

advocate state and | announcement of Mr. Mayficids

deral Ajd in securing proper|mame hp the reading clirk cre-

nized and become ac-
tive in the community.
It announced it would
rent the City Park from
the Women’s Club for
five years. The site was
advertised as an auto
tourist  campground,
following three hun-
dred dollars’ worth of
improvements:

xas.
Mr. Mayficld new has all the
privileges and rights of & sena-
ties | or. " His seat, sccarding infor-
udes | mation here. is at the exireme
smp. | beaides Galveston county. Bra-|right of the first rew of dasks
“SPhArmn, < NIECARERINT 08 USRS Wecratic side of the
Chambers and Fort Bend, the | house. L
fer Tmiulnn ndded by the| - Sested in the ssnate gallery
1 legristatire. while Mr. Mayfiel took the

o WEAR A TAG FOR . "o iyt o it
BUCKNER ORPHANS

ends. W, A. Hanger
prgries Warth, attorney for

Baptist Ladies - Working ta]

Make Chrlstmas s Happy,

Mr. Maytield in the anticipated
S

r. Beek wil carry ki
paign through all =i

| cantest, also was present.

{DAVIS TRIAL S TRIAL SET
(" ey e Bapi DOWN FOR HEARING
churgh witl ad tags tomerrow |

for: tof the Buckner |Banker To
e and on Wednes- |

day of next woek ther will pack

# bax for the institution st the

Be Amaigned On

17 Chargws Ou Des. 13; running
Others.

water, sanitary toilets for both sexes, and electricity
in a nice shelter for bad weather. Signs were erected
on incoming roads to welcome tourists to Wharton.

In July 1923, the Business Men’s Association an-

nounced that the auto tourist camp was the best ad-
vertisement the city had ever financed. With 3 to
12 cars present on any given night and some people
having driven thirty or more miles just to stay there
for the night, it was felt that this venture was a suc-
cess. This success prompted the Wharton Business
Men’s Association to approach County Commis-
sioners about turning their attention to the condition
of roads leading into the City. Wanting to build on
its success, the group then decided to try to boost the
town’s and individual business’ images by traveling
through parts of Wharton, Colorado, Fort Bend, and
Matagorda Counties in a two-day planned caravan
of sixteen cars, decked out with colorful banners and,
at each stop, distributing flyers and business cards
to merchants and others. This too was deemed a
worthwhile venture.

In December 1923 the District Manager of South-
western Bell Telephone, guest speaker at the Whar-
ton Business Men’s Association meeting, with the
largest attendance to date, addressed complaints over
poor telephone service in Wharton and promised to
do the best he could to remedy the problems people
had experienced, and a representative of the Santa
Fe Railroad asked Whartonians to participate in a
Trades Day to help promote their Cow, Sow, and
Hen Train, which was to make 106 stops between
Sealy and Louisiana in early January 1924.

In 1929 the Wharton Chamber sponsored a county
fair, secured a creamery, helped to foster agricultural
endeavors, initiated good roads projects, and spon-
sored the construction of an airfield at Pierce.

residence of Mra. R A Arm-

W. P. Davis of
strong.  All whe may desiry to

dent of the defunct
State Bank, indicted » whalk agn

ltn Armstreag’s residmee.
As Christmas
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|Chamber Commerce
Sm-d:ry Reports
- By Virginia
Thursday, Nmm 1, s the
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Special to the Journal-Spectator Wharton. The purpose was to encourage local people  nual Chamber banquet, awards were |, . 3. m 8 ey sande
to “buy home-town” products. On display were dress- given to the Cotton Farmer Contest e i #é’.':‘w“'f..‘fn‘:

In January 1930 approximately sixty men attended es, blouses, cakes, mops and brooms, and more. winners: Ist place: A. J. Kallas, Egypt, S 35S
the “chamber of commerce” meeting, one of the larg- By March 1947 the Wharton Jaycees had completed ~ who got 1-1/2 bales per acre on a 35- s s s i ine o cae
est meetings of its kind, where President R. F. Howard  their project to beautify the City Park adjacent to the acre plot and received a new dress ‘“E%ﬁmkﬁ:m
thanked Secretary Manager H. C. Copenhaver for his  swimming pool. Fourteen live oak and thirty-four palm  suit; 2nd place: Leo Allenson, Dane- |&'5, & Sagen. T and
capable direction in getting Wharton businesses orga-  trees were planted. vang, who won boots; and 3rd place: |& i i en
nized throughout the area. In April 1947 the U. S. Chamber of Commerce Henry Stolle, Wharton, who won a ?Jmﬁh‘?‘ﬁ"ﬁ ?"L'-'A:':Jf
During World War II, Wharton Chamber of Com-  celebrated Chamber Week. The Wharton Journal re-  new Stetson hat. D s o s S
merce’s Military Affairs Committee studied the possibil-  corded Wharton Chamber of Commerce’s history as RV s i v .:gw
ity of a recreational center for soldiers coming to Whar-  follows: gen’ ot o Contmaniy Eonir
ton. By 1942 nearly every local merchant had sworn to “In 1908 a number of Wharton busi- v O, TEXAS RN E il 0" en he- 43300 B i 30
devote fifteen minutes per day exclusively to the sale of nessmen organized to foster trade and _ | Wilson s 2T
war bonds and war saIz/ings Ztamps during the month  industry for the town. Later it was reorga- | Dignitaries At Wharton Gl G Meeting, o S
of July —as well as pledging to enroll all employees and  nized as Wharton Goodfellows. Members | : ' RS
themselves in the Treasury Department’s 10% payroll — of this group still active are B. C. Roberts, j ] haren Gt U
allotment plans. Sr, J. O Graham, and I I. Moore. In N . Fieh s i o
In May 1943 the Chamber of Commerce sponsored, 1921 another reorganization took place Y ; j
in collaboration with Gulf Health Department and and called themselves Wharton Business-
Texas A&M Extension Service. a rat eradication pro- men’s Association. In 1925 the name was

At the directors’ meeting  held
'nnmw night of this week, the|
the Ch

A
attended the annual ba
Wharten Chamber of

as president of the
Commerce for—many
whose carnest efforis
the progress and grow
ton are exemplified in
was presented with §
life membership card 2
. | appreciation of his «

gram in El Campo and Wharton. Due to heavy infes- changed to Wharton Chamber of Com- |- Franc s, Haines. "R
. . . . . dent R. D. Wright w
tations and an increase in typhoid fever, every business, merce.” T Tkt e Waaten, o whe e FHMOY | s 7k o M
. . . M 5t CopRimAre snnual basi-| Nia membership card for outstands| the time he has served

home, and farm in the county received the poison Red The Chamber’s $7,000 budget for 1948  |gust hed Mosday sichi: resding’ i seviec 1o the communiiy fod | idcns of B srtmaize

of Commerce.

non of the Houston Chamber of R. D. Wright, immediate past
Cmimerce: Hubart M. Hurison, | president, G. L. Childress, genars] | surpt

general manager of the East Texas| manager of the Houston Packing|and ecolen President
Chamber of Commerce; L. W. At-| Company and vice-president of the la brief resume of th
kinson, president of the Wharton| Houston Fat Stock Show. Chamber of Commen
Chamber of Commerce; H. E. Wil- —Clll Courtesy Houston Chronicle. | sored and carried of
past year. He gave ¢

Squirrel. Tour years later, the Chamber and downtown  called for contacting the Texas Highway
merchants reported that their efforts had reduced the Department to request improvements to
threat of typhus — not one case in four years. FM 102 and making the road from Whar-

To assist with the war effort, Chamber businesses ton to West Columbia a
placed bottles in downtown stores, advertising that ev-  state highway. The Cham-
ery nickel dropped in them would purchase a pack of  ber also formally endorsed
cigarettes for our boys in service overseas. the Tidelands Bill.

In August 1943 the Chamber leased land in a corner In its May 21, 1948,
of the municipal airport for a temporary cotton-picker edition, the Wharton

Proud supporter the
camp for East Wharton County. Signs were placed to  Spectator announced it
direct pickers to the campsite, where water and toilet would build a migratory w h a rto n C h a m be r Of
facilities were set up through cooperation with the City.  workers center and labor

Commerce!

In November B. D. King received §10 for his slogan  camp headquarters on a
idea for the city of Wharton: “The City of Friendliness  two-acre tract located on
and Hospitality.” the banks of the Colo-

In June 1946 the Wharton Chamber of Commerce rado River, about four
welcomed forty new members, among them: Joe Fra-  blocks from the Colorado
zar of Irozen Supply Company, John Irazier of the River Bridge. The build-
Manhattan Café, Joe Richards of Sunshine Cleaners, ing was to be V-shaped,
Bill Jones, new Plymouth-DeSoto dealer, and Dr. J. C.  with sleeping stalls on the
Willis, new veterinarian. longer arms and bath-

In October 1946 the Chamber purchased a P-51 air-  ing and toilet areas at the
plane and donated it to Wharton County Junior College  apex. The cost would be
for instructional and educational purposes. Originally ~ $2,000. That autumn the
priced at $125,000 the Chamber was able to purchase ~Chamber sold pecans and
the plane for $100, plus delivery fee, from the U. S. air  offered a mailing service
base at Hobbs, New Mexico. to assist customers with

December 1946 saw the chartering of a Wharton  Christmas deliveries. .

Junior Chamber of Commerce (Jaycees) chapter. This In Aprl 1949 new 2720 N. Richmond Rd. I Wharton’ TX 77488
was the first ime Wharton had had a Jaycee club. It “Welcome to Wharton”
met on the first and third Thursday nights each month.  signs appeared on U. S. (9 7 9) 5 3 2 - 5 8 0 5

In February 1947 the Chamber created a display in =~ Highway 59 just outside

their building featuring products made in and around  the city limits. At the an-

Wharton Journal-Spectator
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Special to the Journal-Spectator

In the winter of 1950 Black businessmen or-
ganized a Progressive Business Men’s Club in
Wharton. Professor Monroe Lawson, Hunger-
ford, was elected President; Rudolph Braxton,
Kendleton, Vice President; Lawrence Balfour,
Secretary; Walter Hegmon, Treasurer; Pierce
Boone, Business Manager; H. N. White, Parlia-
mentarian; Professor V. Steptoe, Sergeant-at-
Arms. The club met on the second and fourth
Mondays at Pierce Boone Funeral Home. The
fourteen charter members generated a list of
goals to strive toward.

The Chamber of Commerce’s Agriculture
Committee’s ambitious schedule of projects for
1950 included:

1. sponsor 4 beef calf shows,

2. a 7-step cotton farmer contest,

3. annual District Dairy Day,

4. Latin-American Labor Camp,

5. Black Farmers

C. of C. To Stage of America Live-
Round-up 0f New || stock & Poultry
Members Monday || Show,
o e R .6. NFA & 4H Club
tensive five day drive for new|[ Pig Show,

members and greater support of the |
Cha!’jlbor of Commerce with a goal
of 350 members and an additional

7. Youth Rodeo,

$2,500 in funds, according to G. P.
Sh}'."O}‘. chairman of the Member-
sh1p__t,‘ommit and as such

of the Walker{Heil 1
will lead a group of seven ¢
hands and has adopted the mon
of “Steer Riders” for his
Howard Rainwater, Mar |
Duke & Ayers, will boss a group|
of six workers who will take the
field, as the “Bronc Busters.” These
two crews comprising a workin
force of fifteen men will hit the|
trail Monday rustling up Mavericks
to turn into the herd.

The mark of a member of the
trail herd in the Roundup will be
ga bright white lapel button which
~ will be"pinned on each member
and each new member of the
Chamber during Roundup week.
" The large plastic buttons of white
with red lettering will easily iden-
tify workers, members and new
_members. They will be worn all
 week long by everybody in the

Chamber. .

:- the Chamber

artin signs the proclamation for Wharton
¢e Week. Howard Rainwater and President
“the Mayor signs the document.

8. El Campo Poultry Show,

9. Wharton County Fair

10. 4-H and FFA hybrid corn projects.

The agenda also included: (1) taking a city
census, (2) recommending that City Coun-
cil annex the Ahldag Addition into city limits
and the area west of the railroad, (3) a Spring
Clean-Up Week, (4) help with the federal Cen-
sus, and (5) help placing numbers on all houses
within the city limits to facilitate home mail
delivery. The Chamber collaborated with the
Negro American Legion Post to provide and at-
tach house numbers to all houses located in the
Washington Addition. More than five hun-
dred homes were visited to ensure efficient mail
delivery for those residents.

In the spring of 1951 the Chamber launched
a program to beautify the City of Wharton.
Five hundred Redbud and seven hundred Mi-
mosa trees were given to residents, plus other
shrubs and bulbs.

In the spring of 1952, the City of Wharton
and Chamber of Commerce worked with Tex-
as Wildlife Association and Texas Health De-
partment to again control typhus fever. Ten
percent DDT was dusted in all possible rat-in-
fested areas, along with Warfarin bait.

In March 1953 the Chamber announced

Neg ol.eom :
Chambe} Commerce

Numbzr300 Houses

merchant business
hours for 1953. All
stores would open at
8:00 a.m. and close at
6:00 p.m., with Satur-
day hours of 8 a.m. to
9 p.m. Christmas week *
hours were 8 a.m. to 9
p-m. through Christ-
mas Eve. New City
maps came out in Sep-
tember, showing the
newest subdivisions.

In 1954 the Chamber -
advertised that Whar-
ton County was listed
fifth in wealth in the
state. In August of that
year Buckshot Lane re-
placed Bob Bateman
as Chamber of Com-
merce Di-
rector. It was felt Lane |1
would bring a number |
of fresh and original
ideas.

g to Mr: Cline all the
pproximate 500 houses across the
tracks in'the Washingwn Addition
have now been numbered: and
since those {wo sections were ihe
anes hold:mg up the cify mail des
livery it is hoped thap the delivery
ol.::-nmymnbaarmuy.

Executive

i
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170 members and

e iir;iday morn-

July 30, the Community
-icn:ﬂtar'.' r the Herd Riders group
received a lot of impetus and en-
couragement from  their “Crew

» Pat Shryer, and the men
were 'given outlines of the five day
campaign: S0 look out, if you aren’t
2 member of the Chamber of Com-
merce those men are going to rope

you in!

———

cawc

Accepting New Patients & Walk-Ins * Monday - Friday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Capital Advanced Wound Care

+ Chronic Non-Healing Wounds
* Diabetic Wounds

* Pressure Ulcers

* Traumatic Wounds

* Hyperbaric Oxygen Treatment

(offered at different hospital locations)

! Same Day Appointments !

416 N. Alabama Road ¢ Wharton, TX 77488

979-438-9438
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As the Wharton Chamber of Commerce and Agri-
culture celebrates 100 years, former executive director
. Billie Jones marvels at how the history began and the
organization continues to thrive in its active role in the
town.

“Woodrow Wilson was president and troops had
come home from World War I'in 1917 and 1918,”
Jones said. “Then in 1919, a group of men decided that
they were going to organize a Chamber of Commerce.
And here we are a hundred years later because of those
guys.”

Jones, who first came to Wharton as the wife of a
Methodist minister, Wayne Jones, and later returned to
serve as the Chamber’s executive director from 1984 to
2006, said she enjoys watching projects get completed,
working with people and just getting things done.

“I told them at the Chamber, when I first went there,
I'said: ‘I'm going to be here as long as it’s fun,” Jones
said. “And it was. I didn’t have a year that I couldn’t say,
“This was a fun year.” And again, it was because of all
of the presidents and the volunteers.”

During Jones’ tenure at the Chamber, new business,
including major companies like Nan Ya Plastics, drove
the local economy, tourism grew, a Boys and Girls Club
was founded and the town’s historic courthouse was
revamped. Of course, challenges existed which the
Chamber tackled and included a lagging economic
times, a lack of medical services after the merging
of two major hospitals and an overall demographics
change that transformed the city’s neighborhoods and
business community.

Another former Chamber president (1999-2000) and
a Wharton native, Jeffrey Blair, 73, grew up here and

fficially staned “iho
new Synagog M'
oad in Wharton. |
h acti ng as master

fthat moment.
_Bongregation,
symbolised

spent his career as a banker from 1976 to 2015. Blair noted the town’s once-
thriving Jewish population when he was growing up in Wharton and how a
generation later, it dramatically dwindled.

“When I grew up, most of the businesses in this town were sole proprietor-
ships,” Blair said. “They were owned by families.”

These businesses included furniture, hardware and dry goods stores. The busi-
ness owners were made up of a largely Jewish segment of the population.
“Alot of the merchants in Wharton were Jewish,” Blair said. “As a result of
that, Wharton had a synagogue.”

The synagogue, which no longer exists, drew Jewish faithful not just in Whar-
ton but from about a 50-mile radius who came for services. Wharton also has a
Jewish cemetery, Blair said. However, the next generation of these families did
not come back home but moved on to other cities, leaving the family businesses
in jeopardy.

“They chose other careers and they just stayed more in metropolitan areas,”
Blair said. “So, one by one, those
businesses didn’t have any succession.
They just gradually either went out
of business or sold and that’s pretty
indicative of a lot of small towns in
South Texas.”

Blair noted that those “kids” who
didn’t return home would have been
his age and older.

Jones also remembers the loss of the
Wharton Jewish community.

“When I left here as a minister’s wife
(in 1977), the businesses and the whole
square downtown were all Jewish busi-
nesses,” Jones said. “They were the
strength of the business community
here for a number of years.”

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

Chad Faucett

Financial Advisor

128 South Houston
Wharton, TX 77488
979-532-1282

and
Supporting
Wharton Chamber
of Commerce
& Agriculiure

for

100 Years

Wharton J numabSptctatur
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Neal, Home, 225

The Chamber of Commerce’s office moved several times
over the years. During World War 11, it was relocated

from the municipal building downtown to space upstairs
over Wharton Hardware Company on the east side of the
Square. In December 1946 Wharton City Council gave per-
mission for the Chamber to move into the mayor’s office, as
it was little used and those having business with the Cham-
ber would be able to reach it more easily. In January of
1969, Mrs. Mae Vineyard Neal deeded her property at 225
North Richmond Road to Wharton Industrial Foundation,
and that became — and remains - the Wharton Chamber of
Commerce’s home. Mrs. Neal was the wife of Dr. Thurman
McCloud (T.M.) Neal, a local physician in private practice in
Wharton. The home was built in 1912 by Dr. TM. Neal as a

Wharton Chamber

Dr. T.M. Neal

tribute to Mae. Now, the building stands as the center of

Business and 1s easily located by visitors

that want to begin their journey through Wharton.

Eldridge

Air Conditioning
& Heating

WE SELL THE BEST
& FIX THE REST

RESIDENTIAL

& COMMERCIAL

Serving Wharton & Surrounding Counties

979-532-8150

Beltone’?

Experts in Hearing Care
For 75 years, our sole focus has
been your better hearing —
that’s why we’re the
most trusted name
in hearing care'.

Lifetime Care
Only Beltone offers the
most comprehensive aftercare

Award-Winning
Technology —

—_———
-

From top to bottom, our —_— v : :
p . - program in the industry.
".'"“?’"y |nV|S|b!e —ay BelCare™, enjoy the benefits of
hearm_g gids ere des'ghed ‘ free annual hearing evaluations,
togive you the best in ' 2-year hearing loss change

sound quality, comfort
and Bluetooth®
connectivity.

protection plan,
warranty coverage,
plus so much more!

Convenience

With over 1,500 locations

nationwide, we'll be there to help you,
wherever you live or travel.

For over 75 years, Beltone has been the premier hearing care
partner. People trust Beltone to give them exceptional service
and the best hearing technology available.

979-543-5301

' hearing screening
+ & in-office trial

www.eldridgeservices.com
1929 E. Boling Hwy e Wharton

TACLAG67568E

Beltone :

--

Call today for your appointment. |

Victoria
| Wharton
zaoss'f,}t';ac’a’m 241 W. Milam St
361-575-9911 979-532-8300

o) ube] f] o'

www.beltone.com

and proper . Betone
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The Visitors & Newcomers Guide (2009-2019)
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2019 Visftors &
. Newcomers
Guide

2 Photos from top left are of
variety of Guides from years
2009 to 2019, the Morris
Carriage House, Tee Pee Motel,
Dan Rather Home and the
Wharton County Historical
Museum.

Congratulations on the
FIRST 100 YEARS!

Just Do It Now CANE ATO SEAVICE
is a Faith Based Non-Profit Organization PROFESSIONAL QUALITY SMALL TOWN SERVICE

Specializing in Counseling
and Life Recovery.

Together We can Make the CHANGE! ] )
1619 Martin Luther King Blvd. MONDAY - FRIDAY 7:30AM - 5:30PM
Wharton, TX 77488
979-531-1975 60/ FM 102 WHARTON, TEXAS
gy Just Do It Now, Inc. OO 552 - LED
nag v
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New Lo bby of the Johnson Health Occupations Center

Building Our Future

The Johnson Health Occupations Center located on the Wharton campus recently underwent a major renova
The College will host a ribbon cutting ceremony to showcase the facility and its programs on Wednesday, Ma
The event is open to the public. Please RSVP to cheryim@wcjc.edu. For information call 979.532.6322.




| . Wharton County
Junior College

Degree Variety with 40 Plus Programs

In two years or less, you can acquire the knowledge and skills to transfer to a four-year university
or start work in a well-paid profession. With a variety of more than 40 degrees and certificate
programs offering day, evening, in-person and online learning, there’s no better time to pursue
your dream.

Our transfer agreements make it easy and cost-effective for you to take your lower-level classes
at WCJC and transfer them to a four-year university.

Small Classes, Personal Attention, Convenient Campus Locations

We offer small classes, affordable tuition, personal attention and four convenient campuses
for you to choose from in Wharton, Richmond, Sugar Land, and Bay City.

Affordable Tuition

Enroll today and take advantage of our affordable tuition, which includes discounted tuition
and fees for full-time students taking more than 13 hours of academic transfer courses
per semester.

Commitment to Helping You to Stay on a Path and Complete

WCIC is a member of the Houston Guided Pathways to Success consortium, along with Complete
College America. Both groups are dedicated to helping students complete their degrees and to
do so in a shorter period of time. WCJC’s Pathways initiatives direct students towards completion
through enhanced advising services, designated and structured program pathways, and seamless
transfer initiatives, all of which are designed to offer support for completion, degree attainment,
and saving students time and money.

8-Week Term Classes Begin March 25, 2019

Most offerings are online classes. Check the college website for
registration information.

Plan. Achieve. Transfer or Work.

tion and expansion.

rch 20, 2019. wcjc.edu | 1.800.561.WCJC

WHARTON | SUGAR LAND | RICHMOND | BAY CITY
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Special to the Journal-Spectator

Throughout the last century, as people and
places have come and gone, demographics, |
industries and economics developed and di-
versified, the Wharton Chamber of Com-
merce & Agriculture has remained a con-
stant in its role at the center of the town’s
activity and progress.

“The Chamber has always been the back-
bone of virtually any community and espe-
cially small communities,” said James “Doc”
Blakely, PhD, the Chamber’s president in
1975. “And I think we have one of the best
ones in the United States and especially in
Texas. We'’ve kept up-to-date, we have good
leadership and we have good volunteers. We
have very progressive ideas, sound members
to serve on the board and sound leaders to
take on the chairs of the various committees,
and of course, the president.”

Blakely, who originally came to Wharton more
than 40 years ago to teach agriculture and run a
soil-testing lab, is now a much sought-after pro-
fessional speaker whose humor cannot help but
come through when you speak with him. Blake-
ly said, mostly joking, that he became president
in 1975 because he thought he would avoid the
1976 Chamber presidency and the monumen-
tal tasks related to the bicentennial celebration.
But all did not work out as he planned.

“I remember it so vividly because *76 was a big
time for the bicentennial,” Blakely said. “I took

WHARTON G‘rj the °75 presidency

5&%-@@53 and they said, ‘All

you have to do is

SUNDAY, APRIL 4, 1976 raise the funds for
9:00 TO 6:00 | next year” What
WHARTON NUNICIPAL AIRPOR a job that turned

ok et ek | out to be.”
e o« y, . Blakely  recalls
’i‘{ QVSW the strong lo-

cal support and
how there was no
shortage of spon-
sors who stepped
up for the celebra-
tion festivities.

“In °76, they had lots of parades and celebra-
tions,” Blakely said. “One of the things I re-
member was they painted all the fire plugs (the

EXHIBITS |

<+« EXPERIMENTAL
srenw "sl

predeces-
sor to the
fire hy-
drant).”
Blakely
said  that
back then,
fire plugs
were ad-
opted by
local busi-
nesses, in-
dividuals
and orga-
nizations,
such  as
the Rota-

ry Club.
Blakely
said there was not much direction

given but just “to do something patriotic.”

So throughout Wharton, fire plugs featured
stars and stripes and the faces of famous presi-
dents like George Washington and Abraham
Lincoln in a fashion that Blakely described as
“the wildest imagination that turned out to be
really great.”

“For many years afterward, they left those fire
plugs just like they were,” Blakely said. “It gave
us a chance to look back and remember 76,
which was a very special year in our country.”

One of the projects that involved the “Whar-
ton Navy” occurred Oct. 25, 1975.

To Chamber officials’ surprise, the Unit-
ed States Navy sent to Wharton an officer to
“commission” 82 local people as Admirals in
the Wharton Navy, who had donated to the
Chamber’s project to raise money for the up-
coming Sesquicentennial celebration.

The goal was $25,000 and they raised more
than $20,000 from contributors who each do-
nated $100.

An 1dea was conceived to protect the waters
of the Colorado River from invasion by foreign
vessels from outside the county, to commission
76 men and women who had the three out-
standing characteristics of courage, honor and
valor, as Admirals.

Around 100 personalized letters were sent
out, anticipating perhaps a 3-5 percent return

“Wharton 4 |
CH AM BER

COMMERCE

P
o

ﬁ/ﬁ

OuJTIOfv
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on the first round of letters. Instead the cham-
ber received an 82 percent return on the very
first try.

As Blakely remembers even further back
when he arrived in Wharton in the early 1960s,
he said the idea that Wharton was on the brink
of a population boom was always a common
notion.

“We moved here in 1964 and the population
was a little over 9,000 and everybody was tell-
ing me, ‘Get ready, Wharton is on the cusp of
a great expansion. We are just going to grow
and bust the seams out because we’re close to
Houston.”

The expected explosion has yet to happen.
Blakely points out that the population is about

the same as when he first moved to Wharton.
The 2010 Census puts the population of Whar-
ton at about 8,330.

“Every year, they say that and what do you
suppose the population is today?” Blakely asks.
“It’s just a little over 9,000. And I don’t say that
as a criticism, I say that is part of the charm of
Wharton.”
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The Chamber through the years

303 SANDY CORNER ROAD, EL CAMPO
El Campc (979) 543-6251
- r 24-Hour Emergency Room
P (et =5 [ Surgical Care/Intensive Care
“‘ r"'] ip[® 4101 Ambulatory Surgery - Endoscopy Lab
| ] y - | Imaging Services ¢ Therapy e Diagnostics
X ¢ p | Q ') O ‘ Cardiac Rehabilitation
A '/ R [ }.:1 » { 1 Wound care/Hyperbaric Therapy
Swing Bed Rehabilitation

305 SANDY CORNER ROAD, EL CAMPO

(979) 543-5510 1'; [[5 ¢ 1’;[1 1S

Scheduled Appointments:

< -
Monday - Thursday 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. sle|[ed .A]
Friday 8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. a il
Minor lliness/Walk-In Clinic f 8 #
Monday - Thursday 7 - 9 a.m. & 5:00 - 6:30 p.m. /A © lal T[ [»
Saturday Mornings Doors Open at 8:00 a.m.

al Cente

. -._vz'.‘ll_:'a:rr- ’ OPEN 24 HOURS A DAY

NO APPOINTMENT NEEDED! 7 DAYS A WEEK!
Monday - Thursday 8:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m. Full Diagnostic Lab Available!
Fridiays 8:00 @.m. - 5:00 p.m. 1403 VAHALLA DRIVE - WHARTON  COMING SOON TO WHARTON!

3703 FM 2765 SUITE B, EL CAMPO .
v : H 979-578-5214
10358 HWY 59 #A, WHARTON For Appointments: (979) 532-2000

Bay City
Palacios
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Special to the Journal-Spectator

Those associated with the Wharton Chamber of Com-
merce, say at the beginning of the 1980s, Wharton expe-
rienced prosperous times.

Faye Evans served as chamber executive secretary from
1979 to 1984, with retired Colonel I. J. Irvin, Jr., as execu-
tive director. During Faye’s time the Chamber produced
a new booklet entitled Southwest Magazine, with Whar-
ton and East Bernard editions, and added a new lighted
sign to their property on Richmond Road.

New people were constantly coming to town, and the
Chamber always stocked pamphlets on area schools and
churches. Linda McCown (who worked for Magcobar
Drilling Fluids, now Lamberti) later remembered Evans’
help when she needed to move and thanked her for it.

During Evans’ time with the Chamber, the construc-
tion of a toxic dump site in Boling was stopped. A big
row ensued, but ultimately the issue was settled in favor
of community health. The railroad and US 59 loop were
also frequent topics, a brand-new hospital was constructed
after she left, and Nan Ya Plastics joined our community.

Evans said the Chamber started the now-annual
Chamber Banquet and Christmas parade, plus political
speakers, Wharton County Youth Fair (one time the Shri-
ners were invited, and they came with their scooters), and
a monthly luncheon for board members. She has happy
memories of her time as Chamber Secretary and feels
much good was accomplished.

Both Executive Director Billie Jones, who started her
tenure as executive director in 1984, and Michael Woot-
ten, president in 1980, remember this decade fondly.

“We had a lot of small businesses and I think there
were probably more small businesses then in Wharton
than there are now just because of the way economics
have developed over the years,” Wootton said. “But it was
an active time. It was a pretty prosperous time, the early
1980s were.”

Wootton, a local banker, moved to Wharton in 1975
after working for a couple of years for the Department of
Agriculture, dealing primarily in rural development and
agricultural loans. He then worked for a local bank, Secu-
rity Bank and Trust, and community involvement came
naturally, he said.

Displaying their entries ere the proud winners in the

‘Wharton
hmwmdl’ﬂnmﬂn

[From left) 13-yoor-old David
Bucok of Wharton, first place; 8-ysar-old Channel Bryant

The win:

Jones and city councilmen

=M Mlmdaarmulumim:
example of a company that pro-
duces quality products sold

mmm‘zy.“nmnn-my

“I served on the Chamber [fse ™" =
and had an opportunity to
be a board member,” Woot-
ton said. “That led into the
opportunity to serve as presi-
dent, which I was glad to do.
We were involved with the
community and worked with
the local businesses to keep
the community active and involved.”

Both Wootton and Jones also remember the economic
downturn toward the latter part of the 1980s.

“Now, we did have some economic problems in the
late 80s but the early 80s were pretty prosperous times,”
Wootton said. “Wharton was showing some growth and
there was housing going on and people were active in our
community.”

Jones said thanks to the plastics industry, Wharton sur-
vived the tough economic times of the mid to late 1980s.
When she started her time as executive director of the
Chamber in 1984, a company called Nan Ya Plastics, a
division of Formosa Plastics, was just settling into town.
Shortly after, another company who would become a ma-
jor employer, JM Manufacturing, arrived.

“They came in at a great time,” Jones said. “The econ-
omy being flat is not a good time and yet it was a good
time because those companies came in and strengthened
our tax base.”

Nan Ya, a Taiwan-based company, gave Jones the op-
portunity to travel to East Asia and she found that she
had a knack for dealing with businesses, and especially
enjoyed dealing with international ones.

“During my tenure, it was great to see the growth of
that company,” Jones said. “We were privileged to travel
to Taiwan several times to get to know that family and to
be a part of the growth of that company.”

“I really enjoyed that and still have a great relationship
with the company (Nan Ya),” Jones said. “I’'m out there
pretty often. Our relationships with industries are so im-
portant and that’s one of the things I enjoy.”

However, Jones said that in addition to the plastics
manufacturing industry, Wharton does not forget its
agricultural roots. Several past presidents mentioned
the success of companies including

J-:?s’lnnaurymluu!mmh
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“There’s a lot of people involved in agriculture and it
drives a lot of business.”

Jones echoed this sentiment about the importance of
agriculture in Wharton and how the Chamber continues
to support agriculture business needs.

“We also are agriculture so while we were doing the
different kinds of industries, we did not want to forget our
agriculture,” Jones said. “Anytime there had been issues
or problems with agriculture, the Chamber has been right
in there as a positive force.”

The success of new businesses like Nan Ya Plastics
helped drive Wharton’s economy into the 1990s, another
decade that brought growth and challenges yet was led by
Chamber leadership and efforts.

When Jones began her tenure in 1984, she didn’t know
that it would be position she would hold until 2004. Her
husband, the Rev. Dr. A. Wayne Jones, had died in March
1984, and Billie had planned to remain in Nacogdo-
ches where her mother lived and where she had estab-
lished connections with Stephen F. Austin University, her
church, and many friends. Wharton Chamber’s Selection
Committee approached her about coming to Wharton to
succeed Colonel Irvin, who had resigned to run for coun-
ty judge. She had no intention of leaving her mother but
on the spur of the moment decided the position appealed
to her, made the move, and never looked back.

She eventually made her first trip to Taiwan as a result
of Nan Ya Plastics’ plans to move to Wharton.

The issues that had been so troublesome at the time
resolved themselves with the help of a TxDOT road ac-
cess, U. S. Post Office mail delivery, and a better selection
of vegetables at H-E-B. Wharton Industrial Foundation
funded the first trip, and soon Nan Ya Plastics was in busi-
ness in Wharton, joined later by JM Plastics, maker of
PVC pipe, next door.

J.D. Hudgins, known worldwide for
breeding American Brahman cattle.
Many ranches and farms produce

Twenty full-time and pan-

corn, grain sorchum, and cotton. | 57 i il ke soun
$l bl

Wharton area to man the
new Sonic Drive In restaurant 1o
be open in about 60 days at 120
W. Boling Highway.

A press release issued Wed-
nesday from developer Quintana
Enierprises, Inc. said, “Sonic
has had its eye on Wharton for
several years and omly within
the last 12 months has a combi-

The Texas A&M Agrilife Exten-
sion Service in Wharton County, in
a 2017 report, identify cotton, grain
Sorghum, soybean, corn and rice
production as “a major economic
force in Wharton County.” The
USDA reported 232,913 acres plant-
ed in 2017 for these five major crops
in Wharton County, according to the
report.

“This is great agricultural land
along the Colorado River,” Blair,
1999-2000 Chamber president, said.

&Mdhm

n is being buill BREAKING THE GROUND for the new Sonic Restaurant on the  Jones, Walt Cowart, Debbie
n King Construction of Boling Highway, members of the Chamber of Commerce and eity land, Larry Wadler, Paul LaChance, Stan
government join in the festivilies, Pictured are: (left to right) on - Nankervis, Tom Miller, Ken Watford and Ebert
shovel are Quinton Anderson and Nina Baker; first row, Dillie

New Sonw promzses 20 jobs, says release

Ground breaking

Korenck, Harry
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1990s

Special to the Journal-Spectator

As the first few years of the 1990s began, the
Wharton Chamber of Commerce & Agriculture
was beginning in its seventh decade of operation.
The country had its first major armed conflict
through Operation Desert Shield in the Middle
East, and a Democrat took office for the first time
in more than a decade.

According to the US. census, Wharton had a
population of 9,011 residents.

One of the chamber presidents in the 90s was
Mickey Reynolds, who started in 1994.

He said his slogan was “Bridging the Gaps,” in
reference to working in tandem with the City of
Wharton, Wharton County and neighboring cities
and chambers of commerce. Reynolds said work-
ing closely with businesses like Nan Ya and Formo-
sa Plastics proved effective, too.

“Bridging the gaps led to working closer with oth-
er entities and I see those bridges still being success-
ful,” Reynolds said. “Challenges were pretty typi-
cal of chamber business. E1 Campo and Wharton
worked together in spite of being very competitive
cities and chambers.”

The creation of Wharton’s Economic Develop-
ment Corporation in the early 1990s brought a
focus on not just recruitment but maintaining and
expanding business and industry in the town. This
did not come without some growing pains.

“The Chamber had to regroup when the City of
Wharton created its Economic Development Cor-
poration,” Reynolds said. “We had been the main
force in development for the city. We had to learn to
let the corporation do its job while working with it.”

The Chamber took on a stronger role in the area
of tourism, which Reynolds said was a positive de-
velopment. Jones particularly enjoyed the increased
focus on tourism and seeing tour buses come in to
Wharton Chamber Executlve Dlrector Billie Jones
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said the visitors get to tour the sites of Whar-

ton, including the charming downtown Mon-
terey Square restaurants, antique and gift shops
and the renovated historic Wharton County Court-
house.

“Houston has a great senior program,” Jones
said. “Each precinct has buses so I enjoy getting to
know the commissioners in the Houston area. They
all have buses and bring a lot of senior groups out.”

As Reynolds looks back on his leadership tenure
at the Chamber, he mentions Jones as at the “top of
the list” as someone who fueled his team to achieve
success.

“We became great friends, traveled together and
worked really hard to be ambassadors for our city
and county,” Reynolds said.

His Chamber experience led Reynolds to run for
Wharton County Commissioner Precinct One, a
spot he held for 12 years while continuing to serve
in an advisory position with the Chamber.

In the late 1990s, around 1998, Wharton met the
needs of its younger demographic with the open-
ing of the Boys and Girls Club of Wharton, led by

Jones and a Chamber team, along with funding and
support from the Mary Louis Dobson Foundation.

“(Dobson) wanted to do something for the kids,”
Jones said. “So because of her graciousness and all
of her funding, we are able to have two wonder-
ful buildings here now — one for the Boys & Girls
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Five outgoing directors were honored, includ-
ing Ren Burgert, Jim Cockrell, Kent Hill, Russell
Machann, and J.W. Kuykendall. Incoming direc-
tors who were to serve three-year terms were Tim
Barker, Randy Chumchal, Mike Hinze, Gaylen
Segrest and Larry Jackson.
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The turn of the centu-
ry was in sight along with
more accomplishments
and progress for Whar-
ton, including the resto-
ration of the Wharton
County Courthouse and
changes for the medical
care services available for
Wharton residents.

As the 1990s con-
cluded, the last awards
luncheon in 1999,
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2000s

Special to the Journal-Spectator

Arriving in Wharton in 1991 as editor of the
Wharton Journal-Spectator where he would work
until 2007, Larry Jackson served a two-year term as
the Wharton Chamber of Commerce & Agriculture
president in 2001 and 2002.

This came during a tumultuous time in Ameri-
ca’s history after the Sept. 11, 2001 terror attacks.
Changes came with our federal government and
homeland security, and then eventually led to mil-
lions of Americans being affected, including Whar-
ton.
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Nevertheless, Jackson, said housing and health-
care led among his list of priorities for the city as
chamber president.

“We were really looking at increased housing op-
portunities,” Jackson said. “Unfortunately, we did
not accomplish as many of these as we would have
liked to have. Of course, healthcare was a major
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concern. We had at that time a really terrific hospital
system. Things would change in later years.”

He was referring to Gulf Coast Medical Center,
which years later would become OakBend Medical
Center in 2018.

Jackson said Wharton, at the time, had two thriv-
ing hospitals with their own clinics who competed
vigorously to provide the most modern equipment
and best doctors and specialists.

“By having these two competing hospitals, it was
like the best of capitalism,” Jackson said. “We just
had wonderful healthcare in Wharton and so Whar-
ton was really well known as a major medical center
for that whole area.”

Jackson said the robust hospital systems, along
with the flourishing plastics industry, led by Nan Ya
Plastics, provided a boost to the local economy.

“We had some really strong private sector employ-
ers and the Chamber worked very closely with all of
them,” Jackson said.

He also credits Chamber Executive Director Billie
Jones as pivotal to the ongoing projects at the time
and cites the cooperation and contribution of the
Lower Colorado River Authority (LCRA) for pro-
viding funding for civic projects.

As the healthcare climate evolved, Wharton’s two
hospital systems merged with the clinics becoming
South Texas Medical Clinics and the hospital be-
came Gulf Coast Medical Center, owned by Hos-
pital Corporation of America. As a for-profit hos-
pital, Gulf Coast became a major taxpayer while
the former non-profit hospital’s assets were sold and
the South Texas Medical Foundation was formed.
This foundation, Jackson said, provided local grants
and supported Wharton projects. One of the former
hospital facilities became the city’s Civic Center with
the adjoining medical clinic becoming the Wharton
Independent School District Administration Build-
ing.

“We were able to repurpose that group of hos-
pitals and offices into some civic facilities,” Jackson
said. “The other hospital on Richmond Road be-
came a (behavioral healthcare) clinic.”

Midway through the decade at the end of Decem-
ber 2004, housing was still an issue in Wharton fol-
lowing a major flood. The last Chamber luncheon
of the year had a Fort Bend County developer speak
locals about it. Chamber Executive Director Abby
Schubach said the luncheon had to be moved from
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the Wharton Civic Center
to the First United Meth-
odist Church. Dawson El-
ementary School students
and teachers held classes at
the civic center following
Colorado River flooding.

Jackson recalls that another focus of the Chamber
was the inclusion of members of the city and county
leadership including Wharton County Junior Col-
lege, City of Wharton and Wharton County rep-
resentatives on the Chamber board. This ensured
better communication among the area leaders and
remains a hallmark of how the Chamber operates.

“I would just emphasize what a wonderful role
that the Chamber of Commerce played in Whar-
ton,” Jackson said. “It helped to coordinate projects
and bring together people and finances to be able to
achieve some tremendous things for the community,
whether in youth, recreation, education...”

“We really worked hard to provide business op-
portunities so that tax-paying businesses came in to
our community and provided good jobs. I just think
the Chamber played a terrific role in pulling all of
that together.”

Jackson, who now lives in La Grange and serves as
an executive officer in the Rotary District of Central
Texas, said he regrets he cannot attend the 100th
banquet March 2, but will always have fond memo-
ries of his time with the Chamber.

As the decade ended, the Chamber had plans to
hold its third annual Christmas Open House, an
event that 1s still going on today.

Ron Sanders was the Chamber’s executive direc-
tor at the time.
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Special to the Journal-Spectator

As 2019 began, things were building up for |

the 100th year of the Wharton County Cham-
ber of Commerce & Agriculture’s existence, but
so too was the annual banquet, which has been
held for just as many years in Wharton.

The historic event will be held at the Wharton
Civic Center, Saturday, March 2.

Two weeks before the banquet, a committee
meeting in the chamber office consisted of staft
members and Executive Director Ronald K.
Sanders. The meeting included first-year Board
President Michael Limas and others from the
community.

There wasn’t a detail left off the list of top-
ics among the seven people who were present,
including Laura Reyna, Victoria Heflner, Kim
Pikert, Lacy Border and Kaytee Cenko.

Planning a banquet is nothing new to Sanders
as he was working on his ninth in the 2010s. He
has served the community since 2007.

But for Limas, whose terms began in October
2018, this is new to him.

The banquet, and where the Chamber is now
and moving forward is something Limas takes
very seriously.

“It’s an honor and to be celebrating the 100th
anniversary, it means there were great men
and woman ahead of me, so now we have to
make the turn moving forward, and there are
big things in front of us,” said Limas, who men-
tioned major building renovations as a priority.

He would like to be part of Chamber project(s)
that will give those in the year 2119 something to
work with, but it will be a “tough” road ahead.

One reason is mother nature.

Wharton is no stranger to repeated flooding
and Hurricane Harvey in 2017 cemented that
claim. Landon McClain was board president
then and challenges arose to help victims. In
2016, Wharton had another flood. The board
president then was Abby King.

Limas said he has spoken to both in some ca-
pacity while their roles as presidents came and
went. He said every board president will be pre-
sented challenges of some kind. He compared it
to a sailboat operating through the wind and the
importance of having a tack to change course
and direction.

He commended Sanders for piloting him and
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other board presidents through rough waters.

Sanders is proud of the way the Chamber
office has become more self-sufficient and pro-
motes Wharton with an impressive internet and
social media presence. These are tools that have
come into play, especially this decade.

“I think one of the most lasting accomplish-
ments 1s that we have modernized the office,”
Sanders said. “We’re able to produce marketing
materials in house. We have a very strong web-
site that’s interactive.”

When he arrived, the Chamber’s equipment
was aged, including generations-old computers.

“We have a modern office,” Sanders said. “I
think that’s one of the things I feel most proud
about.”

Technology advancements have helped the
Chamber, too, and Sanders cites the Cham-
ber’s e-mail blasts and social media, which in-
cludes Facebook, Twitter and Instagram sites,
as among new ways to reach members.

“We’re very proud of our aggressive and 1
hope, smart, use of technology to reach our
members,” Sanders said. “We are the front door
of Wharton and we have been the front door of
Wharton for 100 years. We are the go-to place
and we continue to grow as the go-to place for
information about business and doing business
in Wharton.”

Other accomplishments include the Cham-
ber’s digital marquee in front of the building
along Richmond Road.

Among the presidents who Sanders worked
for this decade before Limas were McClain,
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King, Justin Coldeway, Charla Kulcak, John
Perches, Chris Cerny, Arthur E. Schulze, and
Larry Jackson.

Looking ahead to the 2020s, Sanders spoke
Limas’ sentiments regarding the challenge of
improvements to the Chamber building’s inte-
rior.

“I like to look at it as an opportunity,” Sand-
ers said, of the physical repairs that are needed
inside the edifice.

Leadership and effort are key. A glance at
Wharton Chamber’s online calendar provides
insight into the range of projects it undertakes
nowadays to achieve its goals.

As the decade nears an end, among the major
events the Chamber sponsors presently are as
follows:

* Inaugural Texas Salsa Showdown

* Inaugural Annual Pick & Flip

* Second Snow on the Square

* Second Party Under the Bridge

* 10th Annual Wharton City-Wide Ga-
rage Sale

* 39th Annual Chamber Christmas Holi-
day Parade

e 2th Annual Wharton Chamber Christ-
mas Open House

Of course, there will be ribbon-cuttings, busi-
ness breakfasts, fund-raisers, and special events.
Strong Chamber leadership ensures success
and productivity for all Wharton businesses for
many years to come.
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2018-2020 Michael Limas

2016-2018 Landon McClain

2014-2016 Abby King

2013-2014 Justin Coldeway

2011-2012 Charla Kulcak

2008-2009 John Perches

2008 Cheryl Roach

2005-2006 Chris Cerny

2003-2004 Arthur E. Schulze

1979 Tom Carlson

1978 Lucy M. LaDieu

1976 Robert M. Taylor

1975 Dr. James “Doc” Blakely

1974 Larry E. Wadler

1973 John Billings

1972 Make Sheffield

1971 W.I. “Roy” Whitsett

1970 Robert Skinner

2001-2002 Larry Jackson

1999-2000 Jeffrey Blair

1997-1998 Randy Michael

1996 Mary Sheek

1995 Ray Linseisen

1994 Mickey Reynolds

1993 Craig Watson

1992 Gary Grogan

1991 Joe Svrcek

1990 Bill Ansley

1989 Deborah Korenek

1988 Dr. Elbert C. Hutchins

1987 Janie S. Noble

1986 Gene Matthews

1984 Gana Hill

1983 Don Middlebrook

1981-1982 Don Elliott

1980 Michael Wootten

1969 B.R. Kincer

1968 William A. Cline, Jr.

1966 Dee Russell McElroy

1963-1965 Robert S. Judson

1962 Gordon Koonce

1961 Robert C. VonDerAu

19569-1960 R.B. Hand

1958 J.B. Chamberlain

1957 Don Brown

1956 A .H. Chambers

1955 Louie Worthing, Jr.

1954 G.P. “Pat” Shryer

1952 Lloyd G. Rust, Jr.

1950-1951 W.E. Brady

1948 Charles Ingram, Jr.

1947 L.W. Atkinson
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