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Ross Raybon
Wharton valedictorian

This year’s Wharton High School Valedictorian is
Ross Raybon, son of Donna and Gary Raybon.

Ross is an excellent student and continues to bal-
ance his active school life with his academic one.
He is a student who has been actively involved in
many school and community activities throughout
his high school years.

Maintaining a high GPA, he has been invited to
attend the Awards of Excellence Banquet all four
years of his high school career and is The President
of the National Honor Society.

In addition to his many academic achievements,
this young man has shown his dedication to his
school and community by his involvement in nu-
merous clubs and organizations. He is a member
of Choir, was a Varsity Swimmer for two years, has
played Varsity Tennis for three years, competed in
Speech and Debate for three years and has been in-
volved in theater. He is this year’s president of the
Anchor Club, president of WIT and is vice-president
of the WHS Book Club.

During High School this student has given count-
less hours of various community and school events.

He is an active member of the Boy Scouts of
America and is an Eagle Scout. He has worked as
a lifeguard, and in his free time loves to play the
guitar.

Voted “Most Likely to Succeed” and Mr. WHS of
the senior class, Ross plans to attend Texas A&M
University in the fall to study electrical and com-
puter engineering.

Gabrielle Alcala
Boling valedictorian

Gabrielle Alcala is the Valedictorian of the Boling High School
Class of 2015. Gabrielle is the daughter of Monica Ortiz of Boling. She
is the granddaughter of Joe and Sylvia Ortiz of Boling and Christine
and Sam Alcala of Dallas. Her sister, Aubrey Alcala, is also a current
student at Boling High School. Gabrielle was born in Dallas and be-
gan attending school in the Boling Independent School District in the
fifth grade.

She has been active in many clubs, activities and events at Boling
High School. She has participated as a one year One Act Play cast
member, one year Greenscape member, four year Literary Society
member and officer for one year, four year Fire Marshal, four year
Spanish Club member and two year Historian, four year member of
student council and two year secretary, four year color guard member
and two year captain, four year band member and two year officer,
four year Boling FFA Member and three year officer, district presi-
dent, area treasurer, and current chapter president, two year National
Honor Society Member, two year speech and debate member and a
former UIL participant in Persuasive Extemporaneous Speaking,
Lincoln-Douglas Debate, Mathematics, Science, and Computer Pro-
gramming.

Gabrielle enjoys being active in not only her school, but also the com-
munity as well. Throughout high school, she has volunteered for Habi-
tat for Humanity, Boling High School blood drives, Boling Community
Trash Pick-Ups, Adopt-A-Highway, local holiday nursing home visita-
tions, Newgulf Elementary Science Academy, Wharton Crisis Center
food drives, WCYF Special Goat Show, WCYF Pre-School Day, Hearth-
stone Nursing Home Thanksgiving dinner, Wharton County Farm
Bureau Ag In the Classroom Day, Holy Family Thanksgiving Feast
of Sharing, Boling Youth Football League and Boling Little League

See ACALA, Page 23

Elizabeth Blackert
East Bernard valedictorian

Elizabeth Blackert, daughter of Mar-
garet and James Blackert, is East Ber-
nard High School’s valedictorian this
year.

Blackert has been a member of the
band for four years, serving as drum
major and band council president. She
was also selected to all-state band and
was a four-year qualifier for state solo
and ensemble.

She is on the yearbook staff as copy
editor and is a member of the National
Honor Society and Future Business
Leaders of America.

Blackert has competed in UIL for four
years, competing in number sense, liter-
ary criticism, computer science and one
act play.

She is a member of East Bernard
Prairie 4-H and Boots and Bridle 4-H, as
well as the San Jacinto Pony Club.

She volunteers at SIRE Therapeutic
Horsemanship — a therapeutic riding
center for people with special needs and
enjoys reading and playing music.

Blackert plans to attend State Uni-
versity New York Polytechnic Institute
Colleges of Nanoscale Science and En-
gineering, majoring in nanoscale engi-
neering.

East Bernard High School
Class of 2015
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Fatima Yumira Baca
Boling salutatorian

The Salutatorian of Boling High
School’s graduating class of 2015 is
Fatima Yumira Baca. Fatima was
born on July 1, 1997, in Plymouth,
Ind.

At the age of 2, Fatima and her fam-
ily moved to Mexico. Her parents, Mar-
tin and Argelia Baca, believed it would
be good for her to grow up around fam-
ily and the customs and cultures they
had grown up with. Fatima attended
school in Mexico.

A couple of months before she
turned 10, her parents gave her the

Trevor Cook
East Bernard
salutatorian

Trevor Cook, son of Jerian and
Guy Cook, is this year’s East Ber-
nard High School salutatorian.

Cook has competed in varsity
tennis for three years and UIL for
four years in social studies and sci-

Sydney Stolle
Wharton salutatorian

The Wharton High School Class
of 2015 Salutatorian is Sydney
Stolle, daughter of Melissa and Bri-
an Stolle.

Sydney is a member of the Na-
tional Honor Society, has been on
the Distinguished Honor Roll and
has been invited to the Award of Ex-
cellence Banquet for the past four
years.

She has excelled in the sports
arena, playing tennis and was a re-

news that they were moving. Even
though she was scared and leav-
ing behind many loved ones, Fatima
knew new beginnings bring new op-
portunities and she was ready.

Fatima moved with her parents
and brothers, Marcos, Christian and
Osmar to Boling. Her parents en-
rolled her in the 5th grade at Newgulf
Elementary. Fatima moved to a new
place, knowing no one and not un-
derstanding any language other than
Spanish; however, she had her mind
set on always doing the best that she
was capable of and making the people
around her not only happy, but also
proud.

As her career as a Bulldog pro-

ence.
He is a member of the Future
Business Leaders of America,

where he has served as vice presi-
dent, student council and the Na-
tional Honor Society as vice presi-
dent and Green Team.

His interests include hunting,
fishing and playing video games.

Trevor plans to attend Texas
A&M University, majoring in bio-
medical science.

gional qualifier in swimming as well
as Academic All District.

Sydney has shown her dedication
to her school and community in-
volvement in a number of clubs and
organizations.

She is in Power Set, a member of
the Speech and Drama Club, Stu-
dent Council, FFA, Anchor Club and
Spanish Club. She has been a WHS
cheerleader for four years and is this
year’s captain.

Sydney plans to attend the Uni-
versity of Texas at Austin in the fall.

gressed, Fatima made friendships that
will last a lifetime and met wonderful
people who have helped her, and still
help her, get through rough times.

She also enrolled in clubs and
other extracurricular activities. Fati-
ma was a member of the BHS band,
where she played the clarinet and
was voted Vice President in clubs
such as FCCLA, Spanish Club, the
Literacy Society, and the National
Honor Society. Fatima was also voted
Prom Queen, Senior Class President,
and received the title most likely to
succeed, which she hopes she can live
up to.

See BACA, Page 23

We are:very proud of you
“Goifor your Dreamg”
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Gjabby Alcala

We are so very proud of all of your accomplishments! We are
even more proud of the amazing young lady you have grown
to become. We are so amazed by your determination and your
ability to never give up on your dreams! We are so proud of
your character and your goodwill and love for others. You
have been blessed with amazing friends and family who will
continue to show nothing but love and support for you. You
did it, sweet girl! We would also like to congratulate you on
your college choice. We wish you the very best as you take the

next step on your academic journey at Brown University in
Providence, Rhode Island this Fall.

WE LOVE YOU!
Mom, Your Sister Aubrey, Godparents Kelly and Tom Elliott,
Grandparents Joe and Sylvia Ortiz and Your Entire Family!
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WCJC CELEBRATING 70 YEA

PRESIDENT BETTY McCROHAN, WITH WCJC GRADUATE AND FAMILY

Plan. Achieve. Transfer or Work.
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WCJC Offers a Program to Fit Every Need.

Associate of Applied Science
(AAS) degrees

* Automotive Technology
* Computer Science
+ Computer Simulation and
Game Development
+ Digital Media
+ Network Administration
* Construction Management
* Dental Hygiene
 Early Childhood
* Electronics Engineering Technology
* Emergency Medical Technology
¢ Engineering Design
* Health Information Technology
* Human Services
* Law Enforcement
* Nuclear Power Technology
* Nursing
+ ADN
+ LVN-ADN Transition
Office Administration
Paralegal Studies
Physical Therapist Assistant
Process Technology
Radiologic Technology

Associate of Arts in Teaching
(AAT) degree
(Certificate Programs)
* Air Conditioning, Heating, Refrigeration
and Electrical Technology
* Automotive Technology
¢ Computer Science:
+ Cisco Router Networking
+ Digital Media
+ PC Technical Support
* Cosmetology
Early Childhood
* Emergency Medical Technology
* Engineering Design:
+ Architectural Design
+ Computer Aided Drafting
Human Services
Manufacturing Technology
+ Electrical Technician
+ Instrumentation and Control Technician
+ Mechanical Technician
Office Administration
+ Administrative Assistant
Police Academy
Surgical Technology
Vocational Technology
Welding Technology

Associate of Arts (AA) degree
with emphasis of study in
the following disciplines:
* Agriculture

° Art

* Behavioral Sciences

* Biology

* Business Administration

* Chemistry

* Computer Science

e Criminal Justice

* Drama

* Engineering

° English

* General Studies

* Geology

* Kinesiology

* Mathematics

* Music

* Nursing (Pre-Baccalaureate)

* Physics

* Social Sciences

* Speech

journal-spectator.com
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91L0C-9t6l1

1.800.561.WCJC .
RICHMOND  BAY CITY Wharton County Junior College

wcjc.edu

WHARTON  SUGAR LAND
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Staff photo by Natalie Frels
Superintendent King Davis, above, introduces board members before congrat-
ulating the Class of 2015 on their achievements.

Staff photo by Natalie Frels
Wharton School Board President Rachel Rust, left, waits to
congratulate Wharton High Schooll graduate Jarett Barker
after he receives his diploma from Principal Mark Anglin.

We are so
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Photo by Russell Zahradnik, EBHS photography =
East Bernard graduate Sarah Sims shows her excitement af- Photo by Russell Zahradnik, EBHS photography
ter receiving her diploma. East Bernard's Beverly Keller dances after she receives her diploma.
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There’s always been a lot of pride in every thought of you,
7Ind on this special day, that’s more than ever true
So this brings you warmest wishes and a special heartfelt prayer
That God will always bless your life and keep you in His care.
These have been two hard years for you, but you came through it a
stronger and more confident young lady. This is just the beginning
of a successful and wonderful life. ‘You have a big heart. Tieep it filled
with happiness. You have a fascinating mind. fieep finding new ways
to grow. Tieep yearning. Teep learning. Tieep trying. Tieep smiling.
7Ind keep remembering that love goes with you... everywhere you
go. 1 know your Mother is smiling down from Heaven so proud and
saying, " That’s my daughter.”
We loveqouoonuwh Congraudatiorw Devan.
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— Alcala, BHS valedictorian

Continued from Page 12

and Toys for Tots annual toy drive. This
past year, Gabrielle also started her own
Anti-Bullying Program, Bulldogs Don’t
Bully, to combat bullying issues in Bol-
ing ISD and educate students on what
they can do to prevent it.

Gabrielle has participated in the
Wharton County Youth Fair as a swine
exhibitor, academic rodeo competitor
and junior fair board member. She has
competed in FFA speaking and judging
events, marching and concert band and
Band Solo and Ensemble. She was also
a D.A.R.E. Role Model, a member of the
Texas FFA Ford Leadership Scholars

Program and a National Hispanic Rec-
ognition Program Scholar. Gabrielle is a
Guilt-Edge Honor Roll student.

This fall, Gabrielle has committed
to attend the Ivy League college Brown
University in Providence, R.I. She in-
tends to double concentrate in politi-
cal science and minority studies, with
minors in public policy and psychology.
She hopes to be involved in the Brown
First Generation Student Union, Center
for Students of Color and be a Collegiate
Women’s Peer Counselor. She also hopes
to continue many of the high school ac-
tivities she was a member of through her
collegiate experience.

Photo courtesy of KGibson Photography

Tradition tossing of caps in the air!

Boling High School students toss their caps in the air after they graduated during a cer-
emony on Friday, June 5 at the Boling High School gym.

— Baca, BHS salutatorian

Continued from Page 13

Fatima loves music and enjoys read-
ing. Her favorite subject is mathematics
and she aspires to follow a career path
where she can apply her love for math.
Fatima plans on attending Wharton

County Junior College in the fall for her
basics and to continue her education as
a Longhorn at the University of Texas.

Fatima also hopes that after obtain-
ing her degree she can help her broth-
ers reach their goals just as she hopes to
reach hers.
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