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Wharton High School

Jehmony Coleman

Joseph Bush

Christian Avalos

Jamerien Allen

Jaden Compian

Melanie Callejas

Shakeria Barrett

Ethan Alvarez

Thomas Cordova

Genisis Cardoza

Dariana Barrow

Nallely Amaro

Esmeralda Cruz

Melanie Cedillo

Ciera Bonner

Nayeli Garcia Aranda

Juan Cruz

Jacob Charles

Cora Bonner

Andrea Arroyo
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Ryan Cruz Christian Durgan

Omarian Eaton Atianna Edison

Eldridge
      Air Conditioning & Heating 

W E  S E L L  T H E  B E S T
&  F I X  T H E  R E S T

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
Serving Wharton & Surrounding Counties

979-532-8150 • 979-543-5301
www.eldridgeservices.com

1929 E. Boling Hwy • Wharton
TACLA67568E

CongratulationsCongratulations

seniors!seniors!
WhartonWharton  ••  BolingBoling

East BernardEast Bernard

Wishing youWishing you
a bright future!a bright future!

The owners and staff ofThe owners and staff of
Eldridge Air ConditioningEldridge Air Conditioning

2023 Texas A & M Graduate
Bachelor of Science

Tayler Bennetsen

Congratulations!
We are so proud of all you have accomplished. 

We can’t wait to see what the future holds.
Love,

Dad & Kathy, Mom, Troy and Nana
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Jazir Guajardo Hillary Guerra Silvestre Guerrero Kaden Gusman

Jewel Garza

Adam Garcia

Clara Farris

Karyme Garza

Adrian Garcia

Sara Filla

Catherine Gomez

Britt Garcia

Corrina Flores

Gianna Gomez

Lucy Garcia

Juliet Flores

Alison Gonzalez

Nicolas Garcia

Angel Galvan

Cherish Evans
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Delany Heard

Abrianna Guzman

Madison Hernandez

Jason Guzman

Andrew Howell

Zedrick Hargrove

Raymond Hudson

De’Marius Harris Terryse Harris

Abril Gutierrez

Derek J. Macha
Financial Advisor

Phone: (979) 532-1781
Fax: (855) 616-6861

804 N Fulton St. • Wharton, TX 77488

Congratulations
Class of 2023

Congratulations on
graduating and here's

to your next adventure.

Ciara Perales

Love, Mom & Dad!
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Shaylynn Longoria

Jacobi Kemper

Dadrian Jasso

Edgar Lopez

Joe Kimble

Abraham Jimenez

Aileen Loredo

Kateria Knight

Samantha Jimenez

Samuel Lugo

Trayvion Levatino

Deserae Juarez

Carter Levi

Gage Kellum

Jayrod Jackson John Jackson MaCayla Jackson Jason James

Miranda Jaramillo

Emilio Huesca
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Jarad Newsome

Levi Mitchell Franchesca Morales Samantha Morales Caleb Moreno

Carlos Muratalla

Giovanni Martin Litzy Martinez Brenna Matula Ryan Mendiola

Kameron Mitchell

Zachery Maravilla

LINDA BUTCHER, MA, LMFT

 INDIVIDUAL THERAPY  
 MARRIAGE & FAMILY THERAPY 

 CHILD/ ADOLESCENT COUNSELING  1114 N. Fulton St.
Wharton, TX 77488

Ph: 979-282-8100

FAX: 979-282-8103

THERAPY SOLUTIONS 4 U, PLCC

Excellence is an attitude.
       Refuse to be average!
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Alicia Ramirez

Kambree Roberts

Jaidyn Randle

Robert RodriguezBobbie Richards Angel Riojas Joshua Rivas

Ciara Perales

Evelyn Pereyra Aaron Perez Johnnie Perez

Lizbeth Pardo

Melissa Lopez Olvera

Sienna Owens

Stuart Nichols

Ali Pabani

Datreon Norman

Andrea Paniagua

Jade Odefey Estrella Olmedo
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Allan Rufino Daniela Sales

Nicolas Sanchez Alaija Sanders
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Diamond Sedillo Alfred Smith

Valeria Soto

Edward Sanders

Kai Spann

Janaesia Sanders

Willie Spencer

Doviyan Scarlett

Anai Vasquez

Zakari Spinks

Seth Velasquez

Ariana Thompson

Emely Veldanez

Eli Ventura

Hector Vargas

Rachel Washington

Isabell Vargas

Lavonne Williams Caleb Wright Miguel Zarate
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Wharton High School
Valedictorian

Juliet Flores
Juliet Flores, the daughter of Ro-

berto and Alicia Flores, has achieved 
the remarkable honor of being named 
the Valedictorian of the Class of 2023 
at Wharton High School.

Upon graduation she will attend 
the University of Alabama to study 
Food and Nutrition. Her hope is to 
one day work for a private food com-
pany and help with their product de-
velopment.

Throughout her high school ca-
reer she has been involved in the 
local Anchor Club of Wharton as 
President, the Texas District Anchor 
Club as Treasurer, Workforce Indus-
try Training (WIT) as Vice President, 
Rocketry with ROTC, FCCLA, Na-
tional Honors Society and Student 
Council. Through these organiza-
tions, she accumulated 179 service 
hours and many unforgettable expe-
riences. She has been a 4-year recip-

ient of the Awards of Excellence, a 
semi-finalist for the Junior Academic 
Bowl, received a National Hispanic 
Recognition through College Board, 
and placed 3rd for both state and 
region for the FCCLA cupcake bat-
tle. Prior to Wharton High School 
graduation, Juliet walked across the 
stage at Wharton Co Jr College to re-
ceive her Associates Degree with the 
ROAR program. Outside of school 
hours, she enjoys baking, spending 
time with her cats, and hanging out 
with friends & family.

Wharton High School
Salutatorian

Janaesia De’Shay 
Sanders

Janaesia De’Shay Sanders, the 
daughter of Latorya Dickerson and 
Johnathan Sanders, has achieved the 
remarkable honor of being named 
the Salutatorian of the Class of 2023 
at Wharton High School.

Throughout her high school jour-
ney, Janaesia actively participated in 
numerous clubs and organizations, 
including the Spanish Club, Anchor 
Club, WIT, Student Council, and Na-
tional Honor Society. In addition to 
her extensive extracurricular involve-
ment, Janaesia served as an assistant 
student trainer during her junior and 
senior years while also showcasing her 
talents in UIL Reading competitions. 
Notably, Janaesia assumed the crucial 
role of lead editor of the yearbook 
committee, and earned her a floral 
certificate, exemplifying her commit-
ment to excellence. Janaesia was also 
part of the ROAR program at Whar-
ton High School, which enabled her 
to graduate with high honors, hold-
ing an Associate’s Degree and 
61 college credit honors 
from Wharton County 
Junior College. With 
aspirations to delve 
deeper into the field of 

biology, Janaesia has chosen The Uni-
versity of Texas as her next academic 
destination. With her sights set on 
medical school, she plans to pursue 
a bachelor’s degree in biology and 
subsequently obtain her radiology 
licensure, aiming to establish herself 
as a proficient radiologist. Through-
out her journey, Janaesia remains im-
mensely grateful to her grandmother, 
Paulette Dickerson, and her mother, 
Latorya Dickerson, for their unwav-
ering support and constant 
presence in her 
life.

Photos were not available 
at press time for 
these graduates:
Bertha Moreno
Madison Wright
Leilani Veazey
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Bryce Dittlinger

Brandon Barron

Antonio Cano

Layla BowersJesse Arrington

Hayden Albert James ArringtonKaileen Arbing

Zeni Elliott Nicholas Estrada

Victoria Caldera

Tyler Eastep Thomas Ezell

Seth Bear

Traeshaun Dorsey

Rachel ArriagaMartin Arriaga

Nathan ChamblessPayton Calk Mark Chokie

Boling High School
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Tessa GarzaMeyah Garza

Garrett Gavranovic

Congratulations!
Class of 2023

Call
833-836-6466

REGISTRATION IS OPEN  |  Summer II Classes Begin July 10   |  Fall Classes Begin August 28

Plan. Achieve. Transfer or Work.    WHARTON  |  SUGAR LAND  |  RICHMOND  |  BAY CITY       wcjc.edu  |  1.800.561.WCJC    

AN AFFORDABLE CHOICE 
FOLLOW YOUR INTEREST
• Highest transfer rate in the Gulf Coast – third highest transfer rate in Texas*  
• WCJC costs less ($3,110 per semester) than the average University in the state (9,844 per semester)*
• Our students graduate with less debt ($13,248) than the average community college student in the 

state of Texas ($15,625)*
• Installment plans to spread payments out over time
• Discounted tuition and fees for students taking more than 13 hours of academic  

transfer courses per semester
• 35 plus quality programs of study including courses that transfer
• Associate of Arts/Science, Associate of Applied Science, and Certificate Programs
• Small class sizes and personal attention

 * Source: Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board Almanac 2021

WCJC_WhartonJouenalGrandTab23.indd   1 6/1/23   10:05 AM

Congratulations
2023 Graduate!

Cheyenne hooper

We’ve Always Known You Were Going Places
Love You Red! Mimi & PawPaw
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Mason Miller Christan Montalvo Lisa Montalvo

Karli Joyce

Trenton Jones

Rainin Kile

Madison Malone Aubrey Matula

Victoria Kalmus Joselyn LoredoMiya Llanes

Cooper Graves

Cheyenne Hooper Emma Johnson

Franklin Gavranovic

Lizeth Hernandez

Seth GrosserMariza Gomez Mianjel Hayes

Ross Hough
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Gracie Page

Claudia Pedroza MunizAngel Muniz

Miriam Olvera

J
U
S
T
I
N

FROM TRIKES TO BIKES...

WE ENJOYED THE RIDE!

Proud
of

You!

Love,
Mi-Mi

&
Paw-Paw

EL CAMPO OFFICE
1807 N. Mechanic St.

El Campo, Texas 77437
(979) 543-3327

CongratulationsCongratulations
Wharton CountyWharton County

Graduates!Graduates!

Operating Loans • Land Loans • Equipment LoansOperating Loans • Land Loans • Equipment Loans
Young, Beginning, and Small LoansYoung, Beginning, and Small Loans
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Elise Sharp Jaxson UrbanekKate Salas Genesis Sanchez Tracy Taylor

Elizabeth RoemenHailei RodriguezAlana Rodriguez Dyllon RodriguezMelanie Resendiz

Mariana ReyesCaleb Ramirez Jasmine ReyesBrianna Ramirez Brittney Ramirez

Anareina Patino Bryan Perez Jose PinedaRegina Paniagua Roderick Quintero-Brooks
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Boling High School
Salutatorian

Franklin Gavranovic
Franklin Gavranovic is the 

Valedictorian of the Boling High 
School Class of 2023. He is the son 
of Daniel and Gladys Gavranovic, 
and the grandson of Frankie and 
Meta Gavranovic. Franklin was 
a three sport Varsity athlete, and 
was 1st Team All-District Center 
in football. He is also involved in 
NHS, Band, FFA, and WIT. Af-
ter graduation, Franklin plans to 

attend Texas A&M and major in 
Crop and Soil Science.

Brandon Vazquez

Hannah Walsh

Gianna Waddy

Raybert Williamson

Valeria VelazquezSamantha Vazquez

Seth Weaver Tavis Woodard

Boling High School
Valedictorian

Elise Sharp
Elise is the daughter of Jarrod and 

Bonnie Sharp. She has been involved 
in many clubs and organizations 
over the past four years. This year 
she served as the FFA chapter presi-
dent, Student Council Vice President, 
Fellowship of Christian Athletes 
Vice President, and National Honor 
Society Reporter. She was also the 
FFA Area Association President and 
the Wharton County Youth Fair Jr. 
Fair Board Vice President. She was 
a member of Varsity Volleyball for 
three years and Varsity Powerlifting 
for two. Aside from her in-school ac-
tivities, she has been dancing at Lynn 

Bates for the past 15 years and has 
also served as the Junior Deaconess 
at her church. She will be attending 
Texas Tech University in the fall to 
pursue a major in Agricultural & Ap-
plied Economics. Her current plan is 
to pursue a career in Ag Law.
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Vanessa Renee Garza

Makayla  May Crist

Kianna Lenay Bell

Makay Garrett Adam

Brea Leigh Ann Glover

Sarah Lynn Devine

Jada O’Brione Bluntson

Chase Tyler Andersen

Cameron Blake Hallman

Jillian Reece Faltysek

Emily Reneea Chavira

Kylee Nicole Bates

Natalie Marie Gussman

Kellen Dianne Dorotik

Keegan Ryan Cavness

Presley Paige Barker

Dante Zachariah Hancock

Stephanie  Grace Fishbeck

Joseph Gerard Salazar Cooper

Garylard Leman Bell Jr.

East Bernard High School



Wharton Journal-Spectator • East Bernard Express • Graduation 2023 • Page 19

Emma Lynn Logan

Kylee Nicole Klump

Nicole Music Hernandez

Destiny  La’Rae Hayes

Kyleigh Reyna Longoria

Hunter Grant Kopecky

Rafael Daniel Hernandez JR.

Lance Robert Heimann

Alexis Marquez

Colby Edward Kurtz

Ryan Wesley Kelley

Justin Allen Henry

Colin Ray Marcantel

Cody James Kramr

Korbyn Ray Hudgins

Alaina Jade Hendrickson

Jonathan Martinez

Bailey Paige Leopold

Wyatt James Klotz

Chloe Angela Hernandez
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Avery Korinne Stolle

Kaleb Paul Rivera

Danielle Lee Munoz

Clinton Wayne McAnally

Weston Brooks Swoboda

Rolando Robles

Keenan Andrew Nardiello

Kaidence Emma Mejorado

Kayden Riley Wade

Kaki Lynn Seay

Austin Franklin Norton

Kimberly Leeann Morales

Berta Tornal Lopez

Cristian Xavier Ruiz

Alyssa Marie Nolin

Joshua Michael Montalvo

Alexis Makay Warncke

Dalton Duval Stanley

Tanna Diane Primrose

Reid Carter Morton
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East Bernard High School
Valedictorian

Avery Stolle
My parents’ names are Chris and 

Meg Stolle. I plan on attending Texas 
A&M University in College Station, 
majoring in Business Administra-
tion. I strive to receive a bachelor’s 
and  master’s degree. I am the Co-
Editor-in-Chief of the high school 
newspaper, social coordinator of 
Student Council, student advisor of 
Workforce Industry Training, and an 
active member in the National Honor 
Society and Future Business Leaders 
of America. Last year, I competed at 
State Academic UIL in Copy Edit-
ing. This year, I received first place 
in Copy Editing, News Writing, and 
Editorial Writing at district. I placed 
first in Editorial Writing at regionals, 

and I will once again compete at state 
in Austin on May 17. I am certified 
in Adobe InDesign and Floral De-
sign. This year, I received the College 
Board Rural and Small Town Recog-
nition for my achievements on the 
PSAT. God is my foundation, and I 
am incredibly blessed to have the title 
of 2023 East Bernard Valedictorian.

East Bernard High School
Salutatorian

Colby Kurtz
I am the son of Darrell and Cin-

dy Kurtz. Over my four years in high 
school, I have had success both ac-
ademically and athletically. I have 
been a varsity athlete for all four years 
in both cross country and track and 
field, qualifying for the state meet all 
four of those years in cross country, 
and two years in track and field. Ac-
ademically, I have competed in mul-
tiple events for UIL, advancing to 
regionals every year that I competed, 
and advancing to state in headline 

writing my sophomore year. Follow-
ing high school, I will be attending 
Houston Christian University where 
I will continue running and studying 
Computer Science.

Evie Marie Youngblood
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East Bernard High School
2023 Salutatorian Speech

By Colby Kurtz

CongratulationsCongratulations
20232023

Graduates!Graduates!

JAMES L. PEREZ
ATTORNEY AT LAW

Criminal Defense
Family Law

Personal Injury
Wrongful Death

Property/Probate

CALL THE LAWDOGGG

979-532-5500
Hablamos Español

The Law Office of
James L. Perez

105 W Burleson St.
Wharton, Texas 77488

Lawdoggg.com

Seniors. I want you to take a good long 
look around at each other. Now I know 
what you’re thinking. Get on with it. Well, 
just stick with me. In kindergarten, when I 
was first told I was the class of 2023, I didn’t 
think I would ever get here.

Graduation always seemed like some-
thing that would always be somewhere “in 
the future” and I’m sure a lot of you felt the 
same. Well, now we’re here. And looking 
back, it seems like it was just yesterday that 
I first heard “Class of 23”. Time flies when 
you’re having fun, and whether you would 
call it fun or not, it definitely flew.

From the color songs in kindergarten to 
never-ending notecards in Mrs. Janecek’s, it 
was all a blur, yet we can still probably all 
sing the “Fifty Nifty United States” song. 

Because no matter how fast it felt, the one 
thing that we can all take with us are the 
memories.

So seniors, I want you to take one last 
look around. These aren’t just the people 
you’re graduating with, but the people who 
have made up your lives for the past 13 
years. The people who have populated your 
memories. The people you grew up with. 
And while there’s still growing to do, we’re 
all the way up, and there’s no going back. 
So when you walk across the stage, don’t 
look back, but think back. To everything and 
everyone who helped you get to that stage. 
Because even though you’ll hear that we’re 
starting a new chapter a million times, we 
can’t forget about this chapter that we are 
leaving behind.
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Good evening. I am blessed to stand be-
fore you tonight as the valedictorian of the 
East Bernard Class of 2023.

A year ago, I started journaling to gain 
focus and understanding in my life. I would 
like to share a quote with my classmates by 
Rick Warren that I read in my journal. “Hu-
mility is not putting yourself down or deny-
ing your strengths. Rather, it is being honest 
about your weaknesses. Our strengths cre-
ate competition, but our weaknesses create 
community.”

Many of us have gone through various 
trials in our lives, and now I challenge each 
of you to love others not so they will like 
you, but because Jesus first loved them. I 
hope this inspires you as it has inspired me 
to be kind.

As we entered high school, we each had 
different paths ahead of us that we could 
choose. Some of us decided to pursue a 
path to achieve athletic excellence; others 
pursued a path that led to excellence in the-
ater arts or band, and some of us, like me, 
chose to focus on our academic studies. 
However, I didn’t do it to get better grades. 
My goal was not to compete. Instead, my 
goal was to work as if I were working for 
the Lord, who traveled through this high 
school journey with me. As I move on to be 
a Texas A&M Aggie, majoring in Business 
Administration at Mays Business School, I 
strive to follow the path God has created for 
me. And I encourage each of you to do the 
same — whatever that path may be.

Like many of you sitting here with me 
tonight, I wouldn’t be here without the peo-
ple who have shared their love and support. 

And there is no way I could be standing be-
fore you tonight without the help of these 
incredible people encouraging me through 
life’s obstacles.

To my mom and dad, who are also hear-
ing my speech for the first time, Thank You. 
Thank You for standing by my side with 
encouragement and guidance from the be-
ginning. Even though you might not have 
known a single thing about AP Calculus, 
AP Chemistry, AP Biology, or College Gov-
ernment, you sure did manage to inspire 
me and show me how to have a significant 
relationship with Jesus. To my sister, Lau-
ren, who has truly inspired me to love oth-
ers and lead them to Christ — Thank You. 
I am extremely blessed to call this group of 
people my family.

As we look to the future, college will be 
the path for some; for others, it may be the 
military, or for others a work vocation, but 
whatever your path may be, I believe in 
your dedication and your drive to succeed. 
I want each of you to know that I have con-
fidence in you and that I love each one of 
you.

During these past four years, we have 
been pushed beyond our estimated capabil-
ities. So, to all of our mentors for preparing 
us for the next chapter of our lives and for 
truly believing in us: Thank You.

Speaking on behalf of my entire class, 
I also cannot express how blessed we are 
to have these amazing administrators and 
teachers helping us whenever we needed it 
most. You all made our days brighter, and 
now that it’s time to say goodbye, I hope 
you realize how much you inspired us.

As I conclude my speech, I want to share 
a valuable quote with my classmates. Some-
one once said: “If you had 86,400 dollars in 
your bank account and someone stole 10 
dollars from you, would you get upset and 
throw the remaining 86,390 dollars away? 
No. Of course not. See, we have 86,400 sec-
onds EACH day. Do not allow a negative 10 
seconds ruin your entire day.” When I found 
this quote last year, it changed my perspec-
tive. If you did something you deeply regret, 
you do not have to drown in it! Because if it 
never happened, you wouldn’t have begun 
to grow. Cherish the life lessons. Those mo-
ments begin your journey to better yourself. 
Those moments lead you to love the people 
around you as you continue your steps in 
this beautiful journey called life.

Thank you.

East Bernard High School
2023 Valedictorian Speech

By Avery Stolle
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We congratulate this year’s
graduates and wish them
success and fulfi llment 
of their dreams as they

head out to change the world!


