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C O F F E E T A L K
Echoing the old pol it ical  
prom ise of  a chicken in 

every pot , M a i n e  Go v .  A n g u s  

K i n g  w a n t s  t o  p u t  a 

c o m p u t e r  o n  e v e r y  ch i l d 's  

lap .
St a r t i n g  in  2 0 0 2 , h e w a n t s  t o  

g i v e  e v e r y  o n e  o f  M a i n e 's  
1 7 ,0 0 0  s ev en t h - g r ad e r s  a 

l a p t o p  c o m p u t e r  t h a t  w i l l  b e  

t h e i r s  t o  k eep ,  r e g a r d l es s o f  

w h e t h e r  t h e y  h a v e  o n e  at  

h o m e .

M I L L E N N I A L  
W I S H E S

it m y  c h i l d r e n  w o u l d  
an  t n e i r  r o o m s o n  a 

r eg u l ar  b as i s ."

Rod Surb er,
l i e in f o r m at io n  d i r ect o r , 
uri So u t h er n  St at e Co l le g e ,  

Jo p l in
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Debt settled with gunfire
Neosho man hospitalized with gunshot wound to back of head

By Debby Woodin
Globe Staff Writer

N EO SH O ,  M o . —  A  d isp u te o ver  
m o n ey eru p ted  in t o  g u n p lay ear ly  
Th u rsd ay, leavin g  a N eo sh o  m an  se­
r io u s ly  w o u n d ed  an d  h is alleg ed  

sh oo ter  in  jail.
T h e v ic t im , D an ie l  G i ld ea , w as

listed  as b eing  in  stab le b u t  guarded  
co n d it io n  w it h  a sm all- calib er  g u n ­
sho t  w o u n d  to  th e b ack  o f  the head , 
said  N ew to n  Co u n t y ’s ch ief  d epu ty, 
Ch r is Jenn ing s.

D o u g las A lan  Ralst o n , 31 , o f  
Pin ev i l le  w as charged  w it h  f irst - de­
gree assau lt  an d  arm ed  cr im in al ac­
t io n . H e w as in  cu sto d y in  l ieu  o f

$100 ,000 bond .
In vest ig ato rs said  th ey w ere u n ­

ab le to  t a lk  to  th e vict im  Th u rsd ay 
b ecause o f  h is co n d it io n . Jen n in g s 
said  in vest ig ato rs had  learn ed  that  
th e sh o o t in g  stem m ed  f r o m  o n e 
m an  ap p ar en t ly  o w in g  th e o th er  
several n u n d red  d o llars. Jen n in g s  
said  he d id  no t  k n o w  w h icn  m an  a l ­

leg ed ly o w ed  the m oney.
Th e sh oo t in g  to ok  p lace in  a co n ­

crete b lo ck  b u ild in g  at  16980 Bu s i­
ness H ig h w ay 60, n ear  H ig h w ay 71 

Th e sho o t ing  w as rep o rted  at  1 :38

a.m .
G i ld e a  w as t ak en  b y h e l ico p t e r  

am b u lan ce to  St . Jo h n ’s Reg io n al 
M ed ical Cen t er  in  Jo p lin .

In vest ig at o r s alleg e a sm all- cal­
ib er  au to m at ic p isto l w as used.

Man allegedly shoots neighbor’s dog
By Debby Woodin
Globe Staff Writer

SA G IN A W , M o . —  A  Sag in aw  
m an , al leg ed ly angered  b y a n eig h ­
b o r ’s b ar k in e  dog , w as ch arg ed  
Th u rsd ay w it h  sh oo t in g  the d og  in  

the m ou th .
M ar k  W. Isb ell , 43, w as in  cu sto d y 

in  th e N ew t o n  Co u n t y  Ja i l  at

N eo sh o  in  l ieu  o f  $5 ,000  b ond  on  
felo n y charges o f  an im al abuse and  
arm ed  cr im in al act io n .

T h e dog an d  it s o w n er , Pa t r ic ia  
H am m o n d s, 202  Ro ck  Lan e , l ive  
n ex t  d oo r  to  Isb ell, au th o r it ies said .

L t . D av id  H a r t  o f  th e N ew t o n  
C o u n t y  Sh e r i f f ’s D ep ar t m en t  said  
in vest ig ato rs w ere t o ld  t h at  Isb ell  
d ro ve up  in  f r o n t  o f  H am m o n d s’

house at  5:49 p.m . Wed n esd ay and  
f ired  f ro m  in sid e h is van  at  the dog. 
H ar t  said  au th o r it ies do n o t  k n o w  
w h at  k in d  o f  gun  w as used.

Th e d og  w as b ein g  t reated  at  M ain  
St reet  Pet  Care in  Jo p l in . A  vet er i­
n ar y  assistan t  at  th e c l in ic  said  
T h u rsd ay she w o u ld  h ave to  h ave 
p erm ission  f ro m  the d og ’s o w n er  to  
release in fo rm at io n  ab o u t  the con-

d it io n  o f  the dog. A t tem p ts to co n ­
tact  th e o w n er  w ere unsuccessfu l.

H ar t  said  the sh oo t in g  ap p aren t ly 
cu lm in ated  a long - stan d ing  n eig h ­

b o rh o o d  feud.
“A p p aren t ly  th ere h ad  b een  an  o n ­

go ing  argum ent  ab ou t  dogs b ark in g  
ou t  there,’’ he said . “ Th ere h ad  b een  
th reats b ack  an d  fo r th  ab ou t  sh o o t ­

ing  th e dog.”

Bill would keep 
Joplin customers 
from paying 
for St. Joe plant
By Jam es F. Wolfe
Globe Special Correspondent

JE F F ER SO N  C IT Y , M o . —  
Th e b at t le against  rate in creases 
so u g h t  b y M isso u r i- A m er ican  
Wat er  Co . is b eing  foug h t  in  th e 
Cap it o l as w e l l  as in  th e Pu b lic  
Se r v ic e  Co m m issio n  o f f ices 

across th e street.
A  b i l l  t h at  got a fast  start  in  th e 

Sen ate p ro vid es th at  cap it al ex ­
p enses in  one serv ice area sh ou ld  
no t  be the basis fo r  rates ch arg ed  
in  an o th er  service area.

T h at  w o u ld  k eep  custom ers at  
Jo p l in  an d  o th er  p laces served  b y 
th e co m p an y f ro m  p ayin g  f o r  a 
n ew  $75 m i l l io n  p lan t  at  St . 

Jo sep h .
T h e co m p an y ’s req u est  o r ig i­

n al ly  w o u ld  h ave m ean t  a 51 per-

Se e  Plant , Pa g e  8 A
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‘Are they
still alive?’

Laur ia Bib le
Ash ley Freem an

For missing girl’s parents and Oklahoma town, 
hope is haunted by feelings of despair

By Katy Schrader
Globe Staff Writer

L U EJA C K ET ,  O k la. —  A t  St an  an d  Lo ren e 
Bib le ’s h om e in  ru ral Blu ejack et , i t  feels a l i t t le  lik e 

t im e has stopped .
Ye l lo w  r ib b o ns o f  h op e ad o rn  th e p i llar s o f  the 

co u p le’s m odest , tw o - sto ry farm h ouse. A  f u l ly  
d eco rated  Ch r istm as t ree stands o d d ly  o u t  o f  p lace in  

th e f ro n t  room .
T h at ’s w h ere the t ree has stood  since sh o r t ly  b efo re 

th e n igh t  t h e ir  daugh ter, Lau r ia  Bib le, an d  h er  f r ien d  
A sh ley Freem an  d isap p eared  in  an  ap p aren t  m urder-  
k id n ap p in g  th at  has g r ip p ed  th is sm all co m m u n it y w i t h  

sh o ck  an d  grief.
“ I ’ve b een  te ll in g  p eo p le I ’m  leavin g  (th e t ree) up  fo r  

h er  to  tak e d o w n  w h en  she gets hom e,” says St an  Bib le. 
“ T h at ’s w h at  w e ’re h o p in g  an d  p rayin g  f o r . . .  fo r  h er  to  

get h om e real soon.”
Th e Bib les ’ n ig h tm are b eg an  the m o rn in g  o f  D ec. 30, 

w h en  th e Freem an  g ir l ’s h o m e w as fo u n d  b u rn ed  to  th e 
g round . H e r  p aren ts, D an n y  an d  Kat h y  Freem an , h ad  
b een  sho t  to  d eath  an d  w ere fou nd  in  the rub b le.

Lau r ia  h ad  stayed  o vern ig h t  at  the Freem an  m o b ile 
h o m e n o r t h  o f  Welch  to  h elp  celeb rate A sh ley  ’s 16th 
b ir th d ay. T h e tw o  teens h ave b een  m issin g  since.

W it h  n o  n ew  in fo rm at io n  in  th e case, th e Bib le  f am ily  
an d  th e co m m u n ity h ave p u lled  to g eth er  to  t r y  to  f in d  

th e g ir ls.
Bu t  w it h  each  d ay th at  passes, th ey f in d  th em selves 

co p in g  w it h  in creasin g  f ru st rat io n , fear, d isb elief  an d  

co n fusion .
“ I ’ve lo o k ed  at  every ang le o f  th is, every p ossib le w ay 

I can , an d  it  ju st  d o esn ’t  seem  to  f it , a l l  t h e p ieces. It  
ju st  d o esn ’t  m ak e sense,”  says M ar t y  Pat r ick , a lo ng t im e 

f r ien d  o f  the Bib le  fam ily.
“ I w o n d er  i f  i t ’l l  ever  be reso lved ,”  says C lar k  

M cKeo n , p r in cip al at  Welch  Ju n io r - Sen io r  H ig h  
Sch o o l, w h ere A sh ley at tend ed . “ Th e F B I ’s com e up 
w it h  n o t h in g  b y n o th ing . Yo u  just  w o n d er  an d  shak e 

yo u r  h ead , ‘W h a t ’s n ex t ?’ ”

Li f e st o p p ed
In  m an y respects, Lo ren e Bib le ’s lif e stop p ed  on D ec. 

30. W h en  she learn ed  h er  d aug h ter  w as m issing , she 
p u t  in  fo r  vacat io n  t im e on  h er  job  as m an ag er  o f  the 
M cD o n a ld ’s restau ran t  at  V in i t a . W h en  h er  vacat io n  
t im e runs out , she p lan s to  tak e a leave o f  ab sence.

“ To ru n  th at  business, you  h ave to  g ive it  100 p ercen t , 

and  I w o u ld  n o t  do  that,”  she says.
Lo ren e Bib le ’s days are consum ed  w it h  th e ef fo r t  to  

f in d  h er  daughter. Sh e w ears a m o b ile- telep hon e 
h ead set  co nstan t ly, h o p in g  fo r  news. Sh e in vested  in  a 
co lo r  co p ier , and  spends h er  days m ak in g  an d  
d ist r ib u t in g  posters o f  the m issing  teens. Sh e and  h er  
husband  est im ate th ey’ve p u t  12,000 m iles o n  th eir  

Ch evy van  sin ce she started .
“ It ’s n o th in g  to  d r ive 200 to  300 m iles a day,”  she 

says.
Th e d r iv in g  does m o re th an  tak e h er  f ro m  p lace to
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to o  lo n g .'’

Deanna Dorsey,
Welch , Ok la

Mi scares people 

to  t h in k  th at co u ld  

happen io th em  o r  

their  kid's Fins ?S111V . 1I  M v D .  5 i l l ?'  t . s

a small town, and 

stuff like this just 
doesn't happen.”  

Rocky Bullard,
Welch , Ok la., 

Ash ley Freem an 's boss

’No one stays at 
th e 1 lo u se b y 

themselves, and 

they don i really 

w an t  to  because 

they re seared.’ 
Katie D o rsey,

Welch , Ok la., 

f r ien d  o f  A sh ley f r ee m an s

'We re very' much 

still hopeful and 

keeping our 

resources on it. Its  

bothering us. It ’s 

tearing us up. It 
haunts us.”

Gary Johnson,
FBI sp o k esm an

„ Glo b e/ Vin ce Rosat i

Stan  and Lorene Bib le put  200 to 300 m iles a day on their  van to  d ist r ibu te leaf lets and  

to search t he count ryside.
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