
Can you find the hidden words?  
Search carefully because some 
words are backward or diagonal.
NINTENDO
POKEMON
MONSTER
SPECIES
POISON
WATER

CARDS
ANIME
VIDEO
FAIRY
GAME
FILM

FIRE
BOB
BOY
PUN
ICE

      n 1995, Satoshi Tajiri created a video game set in 
a world where humans coexist with creatures known as 
Pokémon. Within a few years, the game became popular 
worldwide. With the addition of trading card games, 
animated features, comics, toys and movies, Pokémon 
eventually grew to be one of today’s most successful 
franchises based on a video game in the world.

This edition of Shortcuts is sponsored 
by Steevee Ray Vaughan.

Pokémon first appeared in 
1996 as a game for the 
Nintendo Game Boy.
February 27, 2026, will be 
celebrated worldwide as 
the 30th anniversary of the 
Japanese release of the first 
Pokémon video game.

Some rare Pokémon trading cards 
have sold for more than $100,000.
Pokémon Go has been downloaded 
more than 1 billion times globally.
More than 75 billion Pokémon 
cards have been printed.

Can you spot all six differences between these two scenes?

For more information: “The Story of Pokémon” (Future Publishing Ltd) or https://corporate.pokemon.co.jp/en/aboutus/history/       Download your favorite past issues at: www.shortcutscomic.com      Distributed by Andrews McMeel for UFS, Inc.  © Jeff Harris 2025   12/29

Many Pokémon 
characters are 

based on traditional 
Japanese mythology.

Many of the 
names for Pokémon 
characters are puns.

Why didn’t 
the trainer want to 

catch the Pokémon?
It was acting out 

of pocket.

What 
comes after Mewtwo?

Mewthree.

What do 
you get when you cross 

Bulbasaur with a quarter?
Pocket change.

What do 
you hear when 

you cross Pikachu 
with a ghost?

Pika-boo!

Pokémon 
is the longest- 

running anime series 
based on a video game. 

More than 1,200 
episodes across 25 
seasons have been 

created.

There 
are more 

than 1,000 
different Pokémon 

species. The species are 
further divided into 18 
different types, including 

fire, ice, poison, 
psychic, electric, 

water and 
fairy.

“Pokémon The First Movie: 
Mewtwo Strikes Back” was released in 1998. Since 
then, 23 animated Pokémon films and one live-action 

movie have been released.

The name 
“Pokémon” is a 

combination of the 
Japanese words for 

“pocket” and 
“monster.”

Pokémon Go, 
released in 2016, is an 

augmented-reality video game 
that allowed hundreds of millions of 

players worldwide to find and capture 
Pokémon in real-world locations using 

the GPS capability of their 
mobile phones.

This 
cartoon has 
created a 
monster.

(speaks Pokémon through guitar)

GAME ANSWERS: 1. Tail is shorter. 2. Arm 
is moved. 3. Note is missing. 4. Note is moved. 
5. Ear is different. 6. Tail is missing.

S U G G E S T A T O P I C
J E E P A R T Y D E O U R
C F A M I M I N A D K O N
C A L L M E E F P I E O O
S I R A O T P A B V M O S
F R A D N E T O T E O O I
E Y E I S I B A K E T C O
D O N E T E M O R E E F P
A B L E E T P E R E T A W
S T A R R E S P E C I E S
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To support newspapers in our local classrooms, 
call 417-627-7288 or email nie@joplinglobe.com

Are you interest in a Jr. High or High
School Bowling Club?  Give us a call!

 Earn Scholarship money bowling!

THE FUN STARTS HERE!

LOCATED BEGIND LOWES IN CARTHAGE

Bowling Leagues
Youth Bowling League (ages 17 and under)
 Call for more information!

Buy 1 Hour Wild West Pass
Get a Ninja Pass Free!

Signed waiver and socks are required

G3 Entertainment, LLC
2433 S. Garrison
Carthage, MO 64836
417-423-2433
g3carthage.com

24 Certified Lanes
18 Holes Mini Golf

Wild West Playground
Ninja Course

Golf Simulator

Birtday Parties
Graduation Parties

Reunion’s
Field Trips

Company Parties

417-782-3900 
705 Illinois Ave, #17A , Joplin, MO

tropicaltanjoplin.com
RUN OF THE HOUSE
30 day month unlumited of uv tanning, red light tgherapy & aqua massage
SPRAY TANNING
versa spa pro or mystic hd single sessions

gym memberships
& personal ttraining

RADIANCE RED LIGHT THERAPY
single sessions & packages
FORMOSTAR INFRARED BODY WRAPS
single sessions & packages
PRODUCTS
merchandise

1/2 PRICE UPGRADES
12pm-3pm & 7pm-close *July-December

HAPPY
HOUR

MEMBER PERKSMEMBER PERKS

OFF50%
OFF50%
OFF30%
OFF25%
OFF25%
OFF20%

NEW

NEW

Wednesday,
February 25, 2026

Please deliver your donation by 

February 23
MSSU Career Services, 

Hearnes Hall 308

Contact:
MSSU Career Services

417-625-9343

Interested in

BROUGHT TO YOU BY

9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Billingsly Student Center, 3rd Floor Ballroom

Help MSSU students build a professional wardrobe with DRESS TO IMPRESS.
Donate your gently used professional clothing today.

M I S S O U R I  S O U T H E R N  S TAT E  U N I V E R S I T Y

volunteering?

PROFESS IONAL  CLOTHING G IVEAWAY

Shirts • Pants • Shoes • Purses
Jewelry • Suits • Ties • Belts
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WEDNESDAY
COLLEGE BASKETBALL (MEN’S)

5 P.M.
BTN — Rutgers at Penn St.

5:30 P.M.
FS1 — Butler at Georgetown

6 P.M.
ACCN — Clemson at Wake Forest
CBSSN — Dayton at George 

Mason
ESPN — Arkansas at Alabama
ESPN2 — Oklahoma at Tennessee
ESPNU — UAB at Temple
SECN — Mississippi at Texas A&M
TNT — Creighton at UConn

7 P.M.
BTN — Maryland at Northwest-

ern
TRUTV — DePaul at Seton Hall

7:30 P.M.
FS1 — Utah at West Virginia

8 P.M.
ACCN — Virginia at Georgia Tech
CBSSN — Saint Mary’s (Calif.) at 

Seattle
ESPN — BYU at Arizona
ESPN2 — Auburn at Mississippi 

St.
ESPNU — Murray St. at Illinois 

St.
NBCSN — Kansas at Oklahoma 

St.
PEACOCK — Kansas at Oklaho-

ma St.
SECN — Vanderbilt at Missouri
TNT — St. John’s at Marquette

9 P.M.
BTN — Illinois at Southern Cal

9:30 P.M.
FS1 — Boise St. at Utah St.

10 P.M.
CBSSN — Colorado St. at UNLV
ESPN2 — Gonzaga at San 

Francisco
COLLEGE BASKETBALL (WOMEN’S)

6 P.M.
NBCSN — UConn at Villanova

On the Air PEACOCK — UConn at Villanova
GOLF

9 P.M.
GOLF — LPGA Tour: Honda LPGA 

Thailand, First Round, Siam 
Country Club (Old Course), 
Pattaya, Chonburi, Thailand

4 A.M. (THURSDAY)
GOLF — DP World Tour: Magical 

Kenya Open presented by 
absa, Karen Country Club, 

Nairobi, Kenya
SOCCER (MEN’S)

1:55 P.M.
CBSSN — UEFA Champions 

League: Atlético de Madrid at 
Club Brugge

4:55 P.M.
FS2 — CONCACAF Champions 

League: Philadelphia Union at 
Defence Force FC, First Round 
— Leg 1


