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two in the third and an-
other in the fifth. Arkansas 
Tech’s lone run came in the 
bottom of the fourth on an 
RBI single.

Knuckolls finished 3 for 
4 at the plate to lead the 
MSSU offense.

MSSU 8, SBU 6
Southern trailed 6-5 enter-

ing the bottom of the fifth. 
With no one on base and no 
one out, Saggese dug into 
the batter’s box looking to 
spark the offense. She de-
livered in the form of a solo 
home run over the right 
field fence to tie the game.

Emily Perry drew a one-
out walk later in the inning. 
Following her, Easton Wal-
ter drove in Perry with an 
RBI double. Emma Mason 
backed that up with an RBI 
double of her own, and the 
Lions were on top 8-6.

Pickens was in the circle 
in the top of the sixth, and 
she set the Bearcats down 

in order by striking out 
the side. In the seventh, 
she allowed just one hit 
and stranded that runner 
as she picked up the win 
and gave the Lions a sweep 
Saturday.

Pickens pitched three in-
nings, allowed two hits and 
an earned run while strik-
ing out five batters. Kadence 
Janney started the game 
and allowed five runs, four 
earned, on nine hits and 
two walks. She struck out 
four batters in four innings.

Gray and McNulty led the 
offense going 2 for 3. Gray 
had three RBIs, a walk and a 
run scored. She hit a three-
run home run in the first 
inning.

MSSU 8, TWU 5
The Lions fell behind early 

to start Sunday’s action, but 
Pickens settled in after al-
lowing two runs in the first 
frame to toss a complete 
game. She allowed three 
more in the seventh, but it 
didn’t make a difference as 
the offense had tallied eight 
runs already and the team 
hung on for an 8-5 win.

Pickens finished with 12 

strikeouts across seven in-
nings. She allowed five hits, 
walked four batters and 
allowed just three earned 
runs.

MSSU got an RBI triple 
from Knuckolls to make it 
2-1. Later in the bottom of 
the first, Maddie Rolfs dou-
bled in two runs, putting 
the Lions on top 4-2 as Perry 
and Carsen Tinkler scored.

A three-run blast from 
Gray in the second frame 
put Southern ahead 7-2.

Knuckolls (2 for 4), Perry 
(2 for 2) and Rolfs (2 for 2) 
led the team with two hits 
each.

MSSU 4, WILLIAM JEWELL 0
A sacrifice fly from Gray 

in the first inning to score 
Knuckolls would be all that 
MSSU’s freshman pitcher, 
Davis, needed.

She pitched another com-
plete-game shutout, retiring 
nine batters on strikes and 
allowing six hits and one 
walk without a run crossing 
the plate.

Southern got another 
home run from Gray and 
Perry doubled in a run. 
The fourth run came on a 

sacrifice fly from Knuckolls, 
scoring Mason to make it 4-0 
in the seventh.

UP NEXT
Southern will be in Tah-

lequah, Oklahoma, over the 
weekend for the Division II 
Cherokee Nation Festival. 
It is set to play five games 
— one Friday, two Saturday 
and two Sunday.

The Lions meet South-
western Oklahoma State 
University at 4 p.m. Friday. 
On Saturday, the Lions 
are slated for an 11 a.m. 
game and a 1:30 p.m. game 
against the University of 
Arkansas-Monticello and 
Southern Arkansas Universi-
ty, respectively. The weekend 
wraps up with the Lions fac-
ing Southeastern Oklahoma 
State University and Hard-
ing University at 11 a.m. and 
1:30 p.m., respectively. MSSU 
already defeated Southeast-
ern 10-3 this past weekend 
in Bentonville. It has not 
faced any of the other oppo-
nents yet this season.

Starting Friday, Feb. 20, the 
Lions will host the MIAA/
GLVC Crossover at the Pat 
Lipira Softball Complex. 

They have a doubleheader 
starting at 3 p.m. with the 
University of Missouri-St. 
Louis on Friday. They wrap 

up with a doubleheader 
against McKendree Universi-
ty that starts at 1 p.m. Satur-
day, Feb. 21.
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unearned run against fresh-
man Luke Beverlin. Jackson 
Gamble recorded the last 
four outs while allowing no 
hits, walking one and strik-
ing out four.

Will Doherty and Ethan 
Clark led the team going 3 
for 4 at the plate. Both play-
ers scored twice, while Clark 
added two RBIs.

SWEPT BY OUACHITA BAPTIST
The Lions struggled 

pitching in a Sunday dou-
bleheader with Ouachita 

Baptist. In Game 1, Lane 
Chapman recorded one out 
before being removed from 
the game and allowing 
three runs on four hits.

Brayden Luikart finished 
3 for 3 on offense, but the 
team managed only eight 
hits total, limiting potential 
offense with the leadoff 
batter reaching base every 
time he went to the plate. 
The Lions fell 8-4.

Kaylor Darnell, a redshirt 
sophomore, did pitch a 
scoreless sixth inning for 
the Lions. He walked a bat-
ter and struck one out.

In Game 2, it was a lot 
of the same. Carter Stover 
pitched the first inning, 
allowing three runs on four 
hits. Southern was behind 
3-0 and was playing catch-
up the rest of the way.

Southern dropped the 
game 6-3. The offensive 
leaders were Luikart and 
Clark going 2 for 4. Clark 
scored twice.

UP NEXT
MSSU (2-3) hosts McKend-

ree University, the Universi-
ty of Indianapolis and Min-
nesota State-Mankato this 
weekend. It is set to play 
McKendree at noon Friday 
at Warren Turner Field 
to start its home event. It 

will play Indianapolis at 
noon Saturday. It squares 
off with McKendree for a 
second time at 3 p.m. Sun-
day. The Lions wrap things 
up at noon Monday against 
Mankato.

BASEBALL
FROM 1B
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Are you interest in a Jr. High or High
School Bowling Club?  Give us a call!

 Earn Scholarship money bowling!

THE FUN STARTS HERE!

LOCATED BEGIND LOWES IN CARTHAGE

Bowling Leagues

Youth Bowling League (ages 17 and under)

 Call for more information!

Buy 1 Hour Wild West Pass

Get a Ninja Pass Free!

Signed waiver and socks are required

G3 Entertainment, LLC

2433 S. Garrison

Carthage, MO 64836

417-423-2433

g3carthage.com

24 Certified Lanes

18 Holes Mini Golf

Wild West Playground

Ninja Course

Golf Simulator

Birtday Parties

Graduation Parties

Reunion’s

Field Trips

Company Parties

���������	

�
�
��
������������������������������

����������� �����!��"
#$%��&�'()�(�$*)
�
�+�,�"���-�.��."���+��/�.��������0����+���0-���0-����,�1��2.��"����0�
*3#�4�'�%%
%5
�����������������",�����-+����0�����������

0,"�"�"6���-���
1������������������0

#�7
�%8)�#)7�9
5('�'()#�34
���0������������1����:�0��
&�#��*'�#�
%&#�#)7�;�74�<#�3*
���0������������1����:�0��
3#�7$8'*
"���-��+���

=>?�3#
8)�$35#�7)*
���"���"�1���"�������@�.�,�7���"6��

(�334
(�$#

�����������	

������
������
������
������
������
������

	
�

	
�

Can you find the hidden words?  
Search carefully because some 
words are backward or diagonal.
EXTINCT
MIRROR
PIGEON
SQUAB
URBAN
SEEDS

FERAL
ROCK
INDIA
HOME
FEED
WILD

ASIA
MILK
CITY
DIET
BOB
SUN

     eople often view pigeons as annoying 
birds that live in cities. But there are more 
than 300 different species of pigeons found 
all over the world, with the widest variety 
found in India, Asia and Australia. Many 
of these species are covered with beautiful 
iridescent feathers. 

This edition of Shortcuts 
is sponsored by Go Coo.

A pigeon’s eyes are 
located on the sides of 
their head. This gives 
them a 340-degree view, 
but they do have a blind 
spot directly in front of 
and behind their head.
Pigeons are strong fliers, 
able to fly hundreds of 
kilometers in a single  
day at speeds of nearly 
100 km/hr (62 mph).

Both male and female pigeons 
care for their young. Both produce 
a nutritious substance called 
“pigeon milk” to feed their young.
In the wild, pigeons prefer to nest 
on cliffs and rocky ledges. Pigeons 
in urban environments look for 
similar areas to nest, such as tall 
buildings, bridges and windowsills.

Can you help this pigeon reach the seeds?

For more information: www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Rock_Pigeon/overview or  www.audubon.org/field-guide/bird/rock-pigeon      Download your favorite past issues at: www.shortcutscomic.com       Distributed by Andrews McMeel for UFS, Inc.  © Jeff Harris 2025    12/8

When flying, 
a pigeon’s heart 

may beat as fast 
as 10 times 
per second.

Pigeons tend to stay 
with one mate for their 

entire life.

A baby 
pigeon is 
called a 
“squab.”

Why 
was the pigeon 

arrested by the government?
For an attempted 

coo.

What do you 
get when you cross 

a pigeon with a seventeen-
syllable Japanese poem?

A hai-coo.

What is the 
opposite of a pigeon?

A pige-off.

What 
do you get 

when you cross 
a homing pigeon 
with a parrot?

Voice mail.

The passenger pigeon 
was once the most abundant bird in North 
America. They were hunted into extinction 

by the early 1900s.

A pigeon’s diet 
consists mainly of seeds 

and plant material, but they 
will feed on most anything 

they can find.

Pigeons are 
intelligent animals. They 

are able to recognize them-
selves in a mirror, identify different 

humans by their facial features 
and remember letters of 

the alphabet.

Most of 
the pigeons we see 

in cities around the world 
are the feral descendants 

of the wild rock pigeon 
that was domesticated 

more than 5,000 
years ago.

Homing pigeons have 
the ability to find their way home from 

great distances. Scientists believe they are able 
to use the sun, smells, visual clues and the Earth’s 

magnetic field to navigate. People have used 
homing pigeons to send messages 

for thousands of years.

I’m the 
most famous 
Saiyan in the 
Dragon Ball 

world.

This 
cartoon 
is just 

winging 
it.

M R P O T A T O H E A D D

D A O W L C H E M I C L E

O F S R N A N O I S E I E

E Y E I R P H E A D N W F

A N T S A I D A F D A R T

U X U I E G M P I E B I B

E N O W C E N A D O R A M

S T A N D O D I B O U A I

A B A N A N A S C Q U I L

L E A R N O O K S P A C K

Robert S. Thurman Post 13
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