Clock ticking
on space at the
Central Landfill

Officials emphasize recycling
matters, buys time on hill

By BARBARA POLICHETTI

0 vacancy.

Officials predict that in about 20 years there

will be no more room at the state Central Land-

fill — a place that, unfortunately, most Rhode

[slanders rarely think about when they toss something inro
their household trash.

But the fact is that most of items we throw away — wheth-
er it be dirty diapers, a shoe without a mate, old photogra-
phers, a broken dish, batteries, mattresses — end up at in the
mountainous landfill located off Shun Pike in Johnston.

Officials are studying the site with the goal of coming up
with a plan, but all of that is still in the works. The Cranston
Herald recently took of a tour of the landfill as well as the
other waste management operations that occupy the
1,200-acre Johnston property to see how the state’s waste is
handled and what options there may be for the future.

@ LANDFILL to page 8 Heavy equipment pushes trash into place. The landfill is expected be at capacity in about 20 years.

Donations are already coming in and students are
ready to go to work organizing them in collection
areas in Johnston High School. Front left to right: Isla
Troxell, Gianna Stomberg, Jess Santillan, Sean
Connor. Back left to right: Ray DeSimone, Kyle
Boswell, Sparrow Katowicz, Tim Liang, Brendon
Grace. Submitted photo

March 8 call for
donations-by-the-pound

Annual fundraising drive for
music scholarship underway

By BARBARA POLICHETTI

Fundraising by the pound has proved to be a successful
formula for the Johnston School Music Association (JS-
MA) and the group is now hoping to best past years’ re-
sults.

The school-based organization which raises money for
student music scholarships recently launched its 2025
clothing and soft goods drive. Under the recycling initia-
tive, which is a partnership with the Savers thrift store
chain, the association receives 20 cents for every pound of
clothing, linens and other soft goods it donates. And this
year they have added books, which will earn 5-cents per
pound from Savers.

® FUNDRAISER to page 8

‘We’re in a big fight now’

From local cuts to tariffs, taxes, Ukraine -
Reed urges constituents to speak out

By BARBARA
POLICHETTI

U.S. Senator Jack Reed
last week decried turbulent
and “reckless” tariffs, taxes
and government layoffs be-
ing perpetuated by Presi-
dent Donald Trump and
said that the price will ulti-
mately be paid by average,
hardworking Americans.

“So far Trump has shown
that his priorities are not
the priorities of working
families, Main Streets, or
even big industries,” Reed
said at a press conference
Friday morning at his of-
fice in Cranston.

During the press confer-
ence, while responding to a
question from the media,
Reed confirmed that he
will seek re-election next
year — largely to try to
combat the damage he sees
being done by the Trump
administration.

The senator, who is in his
fourth term said, “There
are many factors involved
(in his decision) but the one
thing 1 learned at West
Point and commanding
paratroopers, is that you
don’t run away from a
fight. And we’re in a big
fight now.”

He said the president’s
sweeping actions will re-
sult in higher costs for
Rhode Islanders and all
Americans. Tariffs are go-

ing to cause increases in
the cost of automobiles,
homes and more, Reed
said. And at the same time,
the President and Republi-
can-controlled Congress
are getting ready to intro-
duce a spending bill that
will increase “billionaire
tax cuts” that will mean
more money for the richest
people in America, he said.

This all comes at a time,
Reed said, when the Trump
administration is making
wholesale cuts in vital as-
sistance program such as

food assistance for families
in need (SNAP) and energy
assistance for low-income
households (LIHEAP.)

Instead, Reed said, Con-
gress needs to be looking at
ways to help working class
Americans, not the “ultra
rich,” which he said are
“apparently only people
Trump listens to.”

Reed’s press conference
comes just a couple of
weeks after he, U.S. Repre-
sentative Seth Magaziner,
and Rhode Island educa-
tion leaders held another

US Senator Jack Reed held a press conference last
week in his Cranston office. Beacon Media photo

press event to denounce the
Trump administration’s
proposed cuts to the U.S.
Department of Education,
warning that there would
be catastrophic conse-
quences.

Reed said proposals by
the Trump administration
to dismantle the Depart-
ment of Education amount
to a “war on public educa-
tion,” and the cuts would
harm children, particularly
those with disabilities, by
stripping away federal
funding.

“President Trump has
said repeatedly he wants to
eliminate the Department
of Education, and Project
2025 lays out an attack
plan to do just that,” Reed
stated.

Magaziner shared the
same concerns, stating
“Without federal support,
the public education sys-
tem in Rhode Island would
be crippled.”

On Friday, Reed ac-
knowledged that Trump is
acting so quickly and
across so many different
fronts, that it is hard to tell
yet exactly how these fed-
eral actions will directly
impact Rhode Islanders —
whether it be cuts in direct
assistance to families, the
loss community action
agency programs or the

® REED to page 9
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Laura M. Krohn

ELDER LAW ATTORNEY, INC.

Asset Protection e Powers of Attorney
Medicaid Planning e Medicaid Applications
Wills & Trusts e Probate of Estates

For new clients, please send Laura an email at
appointmentwithlaura@gmail.com

orvisit www.seniorguideri.com

Laura will host Medicaid and Estate Planning Seminars on the following dates:
May 9, 2025 - 10:00am-12:00pm
May 23, 2025 - 10:00am-12:00pm

Seating is limited to 12 attendees per seminar and reservations are required.
Please call to reserve your seat.

April 11, 2025 - 10:00am-12:00pm
April 25, 2025 - 10:00am-12:00pm

420 Scrabbletown Road, Suite C | Scrabbletown Professional Center

North Kingstown, RI 02852 | 401-398-8383

\%_@ Special Offer

Joinand enroll in auto
renewal of your annual
membership to receive:

A $40 Digital Costco Shop
Card for new Executive
Members. Or, a $20 Digital
Costco Shop Card for

new Gold Star or Business
Members* Expires April 13, 2025.

Join before
we open!
160 Old Post Road

Hours: weekdays,
10am.to7 pm;

weekends 10 am. to 6 p.m.

Shop opening day
starting at 8 a.m.

For location details, visit
Costco.com and search:
Sharon Opening

Video on scams earns
Johnston student $2,500

By JOHN HOWELL

“Beware of Scams” is
the title of a video that has
won Warwick Area Career
& Technical Center junior
Jonah Johnston second
place in a national contest
sponsored by the American
Bankers Association.

Johnston’s selection was
made at the recent ABA
conference and online.
Johnston and peers at the
WACTC Business Acade-
my of Marketing and Man-
agement have been work-
ing in collaboration with
Centreville Bank and Meg
Apostolou, the bank’s com-
munity development man-
ager, who urged them to
enter the contest.

Academy director Sha-
ron Bowen is grateful for
the opportunity the bank
has provided students to
learn business skills and
“figure out how they could
identify ways to determine
unethical problematic po-
tentials in the business
world, through the lens of
the financial industry.”

“This award provides an-
other opportunity for my
students to delve into dif-
ferent aspects of the busi-
ness world, for a real life
problem,” Bowen wrote in
an email. She celebrated
the award by treating the
class to cake.

Johnston, who lives in
Johnston and was home-
schooled, imagines another
opportunity. He said he will
put his $2,500 second-
place award toward the
purchase of a car, which
will probably be a Honda

Sharon Bowen, director of the Business Academy of
Marketing and Management at the Warwick Area
Career & Technical Center, with Jonah Johnston,
second-place winner in a national competition
sponsored by the American Bankers Association.

Submitted photo

CRV. In addition to the
cash prize, as a winner in
the Lights, Camera, Save
ABA contest, Johnston will
also receive an iPad, Apple
Pencil, ring light wireless
microphone and other de-
vices valued at more than
$500.

Johnston already holds a
high school diploma from
Penn Foster High School, a
for-profit online high
school based in Scranton,
Pennsylvania. He plans to
complete the program at
WACTC next year and is
thinking of continuing his

education at CCRI.

Asked what he likes
about the academy, John-
ston said he appreciates
Bowen’s ‘“hands-on ap-
proach” to teaching. “It’s
not just do it my way,” he
said. “It’s up to interpreta-
tion and creativity.”

“As a high performing
school, we maintain cut-
ting-edge opportunities to
provide to our students, so
that we can maintain our
status in the Career & Tech
education environment,”
Bowen said.

Centreville Bank scholarships available

*

To receive a Digital Costco Shop Card, you must provide a valid email address and set up auto renewal of your Costco
membership on a Visa® card at the time of sign-up. If you elect not to provide a valid email address and sign up for auto
renewal, a Digital Costco Shop Card will not be emailed. Valid only for nonmembers for their first year of membership. Limit
one per household. Nontransferable and may not be combined with any other promotion. New members will receive their
Digital Costco Shop Card by email within 2 weeks of sign-up. Costco Shop Cards are not redeemable for cash, except as
required by law. A Costco membership is $65 a year. An Executive Membership is an additional $65 upgrade fee a year.
Each membership includes one free Household Card. May be subject to sales tax. Costco accepts all Visa cards, as well

as cash, checks, debit/ATM cards, EBT and Costco Shop Cards. Departments and product selection may vary.
Awareness Code: 23705 - Expires: April 13,2025 - Valid only at: Sharon Costco and Costco.com

Centreville Bank has announced the re-
turn of three college scholarships to help
high school seniors further their education.
This year, the bank will award a total of
$50,000 to students in Rhode Island and
eastern Connecticut.

The Future Business Leaders scholar-
ship is for high school recipients who
demonstrate an entrepreneurial spirit and
aspire to be impactful business leaders.
Many students are interested in owning
their own business, and this scholarship
fosters that dream while also recognizing
the positive impact businesses can have in
their local communities. Applicants must
submit a business plan to bring their ideas
to life. Each year, three recipients will each
be awarded a $5,000 Future Business
Leaders scholarship.

The Emerging Community Leader
scholarship will recognize students who
uplift and support the community through
acts of leadership, advocacy and volun-
teerism. Students may be nominated by
peers, teachers, guidance counselors, men-
tors or any other person who is not a fam-
ily member. Each year, three recipients
will each be awarded a $5,000 Emerging
Community Leader scholarship.

These scholarships are in addition to the
Robert O. Pare scholarship, which Cent-
reville Bank has been offering since 2018.
This scholarship recognizes students who
are dedicated to making a difference
through community service. The scholar-
ship is named for Robert O. Pare, who
worked at Centreville Bank for 55 years

and was instrumental in its success. Previ-
ously the Robert O. Pare scholarship was
awarded to two students, and in 2024 the
program was extended to three recipients.

Centreville Bank will also award schol-
arships to employees’ children graduating
from high school this year.

In total, $50,000 will be awarded to
promising students who have exemplified
behaviors that align with Centreville
Bank’s commitment to bettering the com-
munities it serves.

“At Centreville Bank, we believe that
scholarships are not just about financial
support; they are about recognizing and
nurturing the drive, dedication and passion
that students have for making a meaningful
impact in their communities,” said Paola
Fernandez, senior vice president of com-
munity development.

Applications and nominations for all
scholarships are due April 1 and can be
submitted electronically on Centreville
Bank’s website.

Recipients must be high school seniors
graduating in Rhode Island or in towns in
Windham or New London counties in Con-
necticut who have been accepted to a col-
lege, university or trade school for the fall
2025 semester.

Applications will be reviewed by a se-
lection committee and scholarship finalists
will be presented to the Centreville Bank
Charitable Foundation Board for approval
in May. Scholarship recipients will be noti-
fied by May 9.
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Put to the test

240 students compete at daylong Rl Academic Decathlon

By JOHN HOWELL

For an instant early Sunday morning,
Secretary of State Gregg Amore got a
chuckle from more than 240 students who
traveled to Bryant University from as far
away as Westerly to compete in the 42" an-
nual Rhode Island Academic Decathlon.

Addressing the students, who sat ner-
vously at tables, checking notes, quietly re-
hearsing their prepared speeches, chatting
with teammates and munching doughnuts,
muffins and chips, Amore congratulated
them on their studies that go beyond the
school curriculum and for their ambition to
learn. He suggested that years from now
they may find themselves on “Jeopardy!”
That was followed by laughs. Then it was
down to business.

Before him were teams from 17 public,
private and parochial schools that had found
time outside school hours to read up on
materials provided by the U.S. Academic
Decathlon and engage in discussions and
activities promoted by their coaches. Two
schools, Warwick’s Toll Gate and Johnston
Senior High fielded two teams each.

The Wheeler School, once a decathlon
powerhouse that won the state competition

Johnston team member Giuseppe
Cucinotta makes a point as he delivers
his impromptu speech to judges.

With their coach, Debra Smyth, squatting in front, Johnston students gather for a

group photo. Johnston High fielded two teams in the event.

photos by John Howell

year after year, regained the title for the first
time since 2008, scoring more than 34,000
points. East Greenwich placed second with
32,195 points and Toll Gate Team 1 was
third with almost 31,000 points. Wheeler
will go on to represent the state in the na-
tionals this spring in Des Moines, lowa.

In the top 10 schools, Bishop Hendricken
finished fifth, ahead of Cranston West, and
Johnston was seventh. The Hendricken
team finished second in the Super Quiz.
North Kingstown was first.

Steve Belanger, a decathlon coach for 24
years first at Veterans Memorial High
School before it closed, and then at Toll
Gate, started the day thinking this could be
his next-to-last decathlon before retiring.
He had the team revved up. Their two tables
were decorated and Belanger brought along
student volunteers, distinguishable in their
white shirts and black pants or skirts, to as-
sist the team. He was giving team members
fist bumps and high fives, telling them to

The Wheeler School team celebrates after winning the 2025 Rl Academic
Decathlon. The last time Wheeler placed first in the event was in 2008.

885 OAKLAND BEACH AVE, WARWICK, RI

IGGY'S BOARDWALK

s10 OFF

A Purchase of $50 Or More

Must present a valid coupon at the time of order. Valid for in-store food and beverage purchases only at
Iggy's Doughboys & Chowder House. Cannot be combined with any offers and is not valid on holidays.

Terms and conditions apply. Expires April 30, 2025.

IGGY’'S BOARDWALK
BUY ONE, GET ONE FREE
SANDWICH OR ENTREE

1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 i 1
! with the purchase of a beverage! |
H SUNDAY-THURSDAY ONLY :
1 Notvalid at Iggy's Doughboys & Chowder House. Not valid with takeout or online orders 1
1 (including Grubhub, Doordash, UberEats) or on holidays. Cannot be combined with 1
: any offer. Dine-In ONLY with minimum of 2 guests. Excludes all Lobster and 100z Filet :
1 Mignon. No substitutions allowed. Taxes not included in promotion. 20% Gratuity will be 1
1 added before discount. No separate checks allowed. One time use only. Must purchase
1 abeverage. Show coupon to team member and provide email or phone number upon 1
1 1

IGGY’S BOARDWALK

Monday - Friday 3pm - 6pm
Restrictions do apply

APPY HOUR

1/2 priced appetizers from a select menu

BUCK & SHUCK

$1 Littlenecks & Oyster

H \ r

EXPRESS ONLINE ORDERING FOR TAKE-OUT @ IGGYSRI.COM

Beacon Media

kick butt and “win some money.”

The House Speaker has traditionally
awarded senior gold medalists $500 schol-
arships in a State House reception honoring
the state champs and senior gold medalists.
This year’s reception will be held Thursday,
May 22 in the State Room.

Psychological stamina

Nearly 10 hours later in Bello Center —
following the Super Quiz, where students
answer questions before their peers and an
audience — Belanger and his team were just
as charged up as they were in the morning.
They weren’t alone, as students hooted,
yelled and applauded as team members cor-
rectly answered questions, and with the
same voltage cheered as their members
were called up to have bronze, silver and
gold medals draped from their necks as
winners in each event were announced by
Scott Fraser.

How does Belanger get kids to put in the
extra hours and get so excited about aca-
demics?

“To pull off this year’s finish, I really fo-
cused on pushing the positivity and cancel-
ing the toxicity. I’ve been very fortunate to
always have lots of players, two teams most
years, once even three teams at Vets. I re-
cruited well, as did the players, but the play-
ers know that they’re in it for more than just
medals and scholarships. It’s been learning
for the sake of learning, about speaking and
communicating better for the sake of that,”
he wrote in a text Monday after all the ex-
citement had calmed down.

What makes the decathlon so inclusive is
that teams are comprised of A, B and C
grade-point average students. It can also
make it challenging for coaches to recruit
teams.

The academic decathlon’s roots
The academic decathlon was conceived
by an American POW flyer captured by the
Germans in World War II. After the war,

ANY TWO DINNERS

Shamrock
Doughboys
Available For
In Store Pick Up
Or Nationwide
Shipping

A PURCHASE OF $30 OR MORE

Must present a valid coupon at the time of order. Valid for in-store food and beverage purchases only at Iggy’s Doughboys &
Chowder House. Cannot be combined with any offers and is not valid on holidays. Terms and conditions apply.

Robert Peterson went on to become super-
intendent of Orange County schools in
California, where he started the first aca-
demic decathlon in 1968. As it grew, he in-
vited schools from across the country to the
event. In April of 1983, Hendricken sent a
team to the nationals, and their coaches’
enthusiasm for the competition sparked the
formation of a group to hold a competition
here. In November 1983, the first Rhode
Island decathlon was held at the CCRI
Knight Campus with more than 25 teams
competing.

In its 42 years, the decathlon has changed
significantly. Tests have gone paperless. Es-
says are written online, submitted and grad-
ed before the day of the competition. The
first couple of Rhode Island competitions
were spread over a week with one day for
the event, days for scoring and another day
for awards.

But it’s not all high tech.

The speech and interview events are of-
ten the most daunting for students who
can’t bear being separated from their cell-
phones. Being on a team and winning a
medal can boost confidence and bring
change even for coaches.

Consider Belanger.

“Going into this year I was considering
stepping down after next year, my 25th as
coach, and I even told Frank Lenox [state
director] that, but this keeps me positive
and productive, so I'm thinking strongly of
just keeping going for a few more years,
and maybe even until I retire,” he said.

Academic Decathlon Medalists

Cranston, Warwick and Johnston students
winning medals in: (H, honors division; S,
scholastic division and , varsity division)

MATH: Jackson Kretzer, Hendricken, S,
bronze; Joshua Holland, Hendricken, V, gold.

MUSIC: Alejandro Quintero Cashone,
Hendricken, H, gold; Zachary Leone, Cranston
West, H, gold.

SCIENCE: Breton Herman, Hendricken , V,
bronze.

LITERATURE: Jaylene Le, Toll Gate 1, H,
bronze; Rebecca Farias, Toll Gate 1, H, gold;
Sam Girard, Toll Gate 1, V, silver.

ART: Neko Mahony, Johnston 2, S, bronze.

ECONOMICS: Briana Lazarte, Cranston East,
V, silver; Brenton Herman, Hendricken, V,
silver; Sam Girard, Toll Gate 1V, bronze.

ESSAY: Bailey Hidalgo Stafford, Toll Gate 2, S,
bronze; Harrison Hun, Toll Gate 1, V, bronze.

SPEECH: Rebecca Farias, Toll Gate 1, S, gold;
Danica Weedon, Toll Gate 1, S, silver; Mona
Imrane, Johnston 1, S, bronze; Marcel
Johnson-Goncalves, Johnston 1, V, gold;
Harrison Hun, Toll Gate 1, V, bronze.

INTERVIEW: Hunter Schobel, Pilgrim, H,
silver; Wesley Sanchez, Cranston East, S,
gold; Rebecca Farias, Toll Gate 1, S, silver;
Ariana Dandy, Johnston 2, S, bronze.

IGGY’S SPECIAL

$$ OFF

Expires April 30, 2025.

Includes: Chowder or Salad,
6 Clam Cakes & 6 Doughboys

$39.99

Must present a valid coupon at the time of order. Valid for in-store food and beverage purchases only at Iggy’s Doughboys &
Chowder House. Cannot be combined with any offers and is not valid on holidays. Terms and conditions apply.

Expires April 30, 2025.
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Brilliant Basement
Waterproofing, LLC

QOver 36 Years Combined Experience
Egress Windows, Foundation Repair,
Crack Sealing, Sump Pumps,
Pumps Eliminated in Most Homes,
Yard Drainage

HIC. 0653192 « RI Lic. #43473
CALLUS

401-541-5985 |

www.brilliantbasementwaterproofing.com

Monsignor DeAngelis Manor
is now

ACCEPTING
APPLICATIONS FOR

Licensed and
Insured ‘
Arborist €

-
Specializing @~
in Climbing \\\

TWO BEDROOM
APARTMENTS

Msgr. DeAngelis Manor, is located on
Wakefield Street in West Warwick, centrally
located on the bus route and nearby stores.
Financed by the U.S. Department of Housing
and Urban Development for the elderly and
disabled 62 years old and over.

Please enquire now at

RHM Management Co.
401-828-8040

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

GUSTON
CARPENTRY

Mo Job Too Small
90 Vears Experience

401.644.9495

customcarpentrygs@hotmail.com

634 Margaret Henry Rd., Sterling, CT
Lic. & Insured #38201

High-Rate
Savings up to

4.007”

Our High-Rate Savings Account! is perfect to help

you or your business save for what you need. The
higher your balance, the more you can earn!

If you start with a lower balance and make additional

deposits, we'll automatically increase your rate!

Visit washtrust.com/save or scan the QR code to

explore this and other savings options, and open an

account today!

Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is effective as of February 4, 2025. The APY is subject to change
at any time without notice. 2.35 APY/2.32% Interest Rate is for balances up to $2,499.99. 2.50%
APY/2.47% Interest Rate is for balances up to $24,999.99. 2.60% APY/2.56% Interest Rate is for
balances up to $49,999.99. 4.00% APY/3.92% Interest rate is for balances of $50,000 or more.
Minimum balance to open account is $25. Offer is for a limited time only and may be withdrawn at
any time. No municipal or government funds. One account per tax reported owner only. Fees may

reduce earnings.

Road work ahead: RIDOT
to be busy in West Bay

By ADAM ZANGARI

s spring begins, the Rhode Is-

land Department of Transporta-

tion is preparing for significant

work throughout Warwick,
Cranston and Johnston in 2025.

Last week marked the beginning of a
new project for RIDOT as well, as work
began on the bridges carrying Route 113
over [-95 and 1-295.

The bridges, according to RIDOT, were
structurally deficient, and work repairing
them will continue through 2027.

“Both bridges will be demolished in
phases and rebuilt between May and the
end of the year,” said RIDOT Chief Public
Affairs Officer Charles St. Martin. “Traffic
will be shifted onto one side of the bridges
while demolition work is taking place.
Once the new bridges are rebuilt, traffic
will be shifted onto the new bridges.”

1-295 North will see work beyond its
expansion to three lanes between Route 37
and Route 6 in January.

All of 1-295 North will be restriped by
the end of this week, according to St. Mar-
tin. That striping, however, will be tempo-
rary, as there is still more work to be done
on the highway.

“The section [of [-295 N] from Route 37
to Plainfield Pike will be striped this
Thursday,” St. Martin said. “This is tempo-
rary striping. RIDOT will do a final paving
on this section of the highway and install
permanent striping by the end of the sum-

Route 37 is expected to see some sig-
nificant improvements throughout 2025,
including the completion of bridge work in
progress for multiple years.

Those improvements include the com-
pletion of five bridges in the Cranston sec-
tion of the highway, according to St. Mar-
tin. Those bridges include the northern
halves of the bridges over 1-295 North,
1-295 South, Cranston Street and the Wash-
ington Secondary Bike Path, as well as the
completion of a new bridge from Route 37
East to 1-295 North.

“[By the end of the year], travel lanes
[over these bridges] will be restored to pre-
construction conditions,” St. Martin said.

The third phase of the project is also
planned to begin later this year, according
to St. Martin.

“The third phase of the Route 37 proj-
ects will replace and rehabilitate six bridg-
es carrying Route 37 over local roads, arte-
rials and rail lines,” St. Martin said. “It also
will right-size the highway corridor to en-
sure it meets Rhode Island’s transportation
needs today, as Route 37 was overbuilt as
part of a proposed highway expansion
project that was never constructed.”

That right-sizing will consist of replac-
ing the bridge carrying the route over its
eastern terminus at Post Road with an in-
tersection with the road, similarly to its
western end at Natick Ave. Its completion
will mark the end of the Route 37 project,
which RIDOT began work on in 2020- al-
though RIDOT’s website said that comple-
tion is not expected until 2028.

The third phase work expected to occur
this year, St. Martin said, will consist of
work on the bridge carrying Route 37 over
Oaklawn Avenue.

Later this year, RIDOT will also begin
work on replacing the bridge that carries
1-95 over Jefterson Boulevard.

This is being done as part of the DOT’s
“I-95 15” project, according to St. Martin,
which will involve the replacement of 15
different bridges along I-95 in Providence,
Cranston and Warwick. The project
launched last year with the replacement of
the bridge carrying the highway over Elm-
wood Avenue in Providence, and is ex-
pected to conclude in 2031.

Warwick’s southern border will also see
work begin this year with the construction
of a new bridge to connect Route 4 North
with 1-95 South.

Asked whether RIDOT was concerned
about the current uncertainty over federal
funding delaying any of the department’s
projects throughout the state, St. Martin
said that there was no concern within the
organization.

Johnston police IBPO
Local 307 game dinner

Sunday, Feb. 16 at
Rhodes on the Pawtuxet
was the setting for 300
guests at this year’s Inter-
national Brotherhood of
Police Officers dinner.

This feast was put on by
Johnston police with Joe
Scichilone and Arthur
Petteruti organizing a full
meal with wild game food
catered by Ralph’s Cater-
ing of Cranston.

This organization has
three events a year, a game
dinner, cigar dinner and
golf tournament. They raise
funds for three main chari-
ties, Operation Stand
Down, Steven Shaw Me-
morial Fund and Johnston
Youth Sports.

There were many donat-
ed prizes to raffle off. The

smart TV,

main ones were a smoker, a
cigars
Dad’s Place, a sports basket
from Spirit of Hope and lo-

Submitted photo

cal merchant donations.
There was also a 50/50
raffle that paid very well.

from

Bay View announces second quarter honors

St. Mary Academy-Bay View principal
Dr. Marcela Rossi is proud to announce
that 173 students made the honor roll for
the second quarter. This academic distinc-
tion recognizes the dedication of students
in grades 6 through 12 who demonstrate
exceptional performance in their studies.

Students who earn all As for the quarter
grading period receive the distinction of

highest honors. Students who achieve As
and Bs for the quarter grading period are
recognized with “honors.”

St Mary Academy-Bay View is proud of
the academic excellence these young
women have achieved.

Johnston
Honors: Sophie Roda, Grade 11
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EDITORIAL

We're approaching
the find out’ phase

A popular phrase among the younger generations today
goes like this:

“Mess around and find out.”

We’ve cleaned up this phrase to make it printable and,
consequently, less alarming to readers whose tolerance of
alarm has been severely tested in recent weeks. We’re sure
you can guess which word was substituted, and what the
actual word is.

Essentially, the phrase invokes a sense of karma. It means
that actions have consequences. But even further, it specifi-
cally warns that actions made with knowing, arrogant dis-
regard for their consequences are likely to blow up in your
face (the “find out” part of the phrase).

Many Americans who thought it would be fun to mess
around are, unfortunately, about to find out.

As the barrage of monumental, life-altering decisions
continues to flood the nation from wholly undemocratic
actions in Washington — whether through the president’s
vague and overreaching executive orders, or through arbi-
trary funding decisions made by an unelected billionaire
with unfettered access to the nation’s data — people who
have cheered on this chaos as a panacea to what they view
as ineffective government bloat are about to realize just
how important many of those government programs actu-
ally are.

The resources being targeted, or at least caught up in the
haphazard approach being taken to rein in “wasteful”
spending, are the ones that help people with low incomes
come closer to meeting the cost of living. In our communi-
ties, this is the work of agencies like the Comprehensive
Community Action Program, West Bay Community Ac-
tion, and Tri-County Community Action which administers
such basics as heating assistance, workforce development,
and dental care.

CCAP, whose reach into the lives of 44,000 people in
Cranston, Warwick and three smaller communities nearby,
also includes Head Start, the federally funded early-child-
hood program that supports school readiness for infants,
toddlers and preschool-aged kids from low-income families
— a program whose casual destruction would do nothing for
Rhode Island’s future.

It is no secret that government has long had a public rela-
tions problem in not being able to convey effectively how
the money we pay in taxes goes to things that actually help
people in our communities. But these kinds of local service
organizations are the backbone of a system that produces so
much assistance for the money we invest in it.

Undoubtedly, there is waste and fat that can be trimmed
from any budget, never mind one as gigantic as the United
States of America’s. But what we are experiencing now is a
real-time lesson in why a foundational civics education is
so important. The one area where a centralized government
is truly necessary is in providing services to individuals
who need them. Not for profit, but because it’s the moral
thing to do. Because nobody else will.

If things continue trending this way and the government’s
role in helping people who need help is slowly suffocated,
it’s not just the needy who will find out. It will be all of us.
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LETTERS

There’s one thing that hasn’t been discussed

which will mean fewer excise tax dol-

To the Editor,

With all this talk of the proposed
assault-weapon ban from the governor
and legislators, there's one thing that
hasn't been discussed; the Pittman-
Robertson  Wildlife Restoration
Act and the funding it brings to the
state.

This longstanding federal act im-
poses an excise tax on firearms, am-
munition and archery equipment, di-
recting these funds to state wildlife
agencies for conservation efforts. This
has been instrumental in preserving
habitats and supporting wildlife man-
agement nationwide.

Over the last decade, Rhode Island
has received about $70 million in total
funding from the Pittman-Robertson
Wildlife Restoration Act. This esti-
mate is based on the consistent annual
apportionment of around $7 million to
the state. These funds have supported
land acquisitions, habitat restoration
and outdoor recreational opportuni-
ties, including the acquisition of a
61-acre parcel of forestland near Big
River Management Area.

However, the state’s new assault-
weapon ban threatens this vital fund-
ing source. By restricting the sale of
certain firearms, the ban will lead to
store closures and reduced sales,

lars flowing into Rhode Island’s con-
servation programs. This decline
could significantly impact the ability
to maintain and expand wildlife man-
agement efforts.

The connection between firearm
sales and conservation funding is
clear. As sales decrease, so too will
the resources available to protect and
preserve Rhode Island’s natural habi-
tats. If the assault weapons ban pass-
es, that funding will dry up.

Richard Petrillo Jr.
Cranston

Analysis needed before cutting programs

To the Editor,

I am writing to share my reflections on a recent sermon
that resonated deeply with me. During Tuesday's 7:30

What’s on
your mind?

The Johnston SunRise encourages letters to the edi-
tor. It’s part of our mission to reflect a multitude of
perspectives on everything from community news to
national politics. In the interest of including as many
viewpoints as possible, we ask that you hold your let-
ter to 250 words. We can accommodate a longer piece
on a complex topic as an op-ed, preferably with a
local focus and a maximum of 750 words. With your
letter or op-ed, we ask that you include a phone num-
ber (not for publication) where we can reach you to
confirm authorship. We’d like to hear from you.

* WHERE TO WRITE:
TimF@beaconmediari.com
or...

The Johnston SunRise
1944 Warwick Avenue
Warwick, RI 02889

a.m. Mass, the guest pastor's homily included a call for
prayers for our nation, drawing a parallel to the prayers
offered for Russia during the 1950s. This comparison
prompted considerable thought.

While the pastor’s intention was undoubtedly noble, the
analogy between the current political climate and the reli-
gious suppression in 1950s Russia requires careful consid-
eration. The invocation of prayer for our country should
not be conflated with opposition to specific policies or the
current administration. Furthermore, the assertion that
service eliminations are solely attributable to the current
president overlooks the complex realities of budgetary
constraints and program effectiveness.

My personal experience as a 30-year veteran of the U.S.
military and a disabled combat veteran underscores the
challenges faced by many Americans. I have not benefited
from social-assistance programs, and my perspective is
shaped by a firsthand understanding of the complexities of
the real world, free from idealized notions. However, con-
cerns about the mismanagement of certain programs are
valid and should be addressed through constructive dia-
logue and responsible oversight, rather than solely through
prayer. Anecdotal examples, such as individuals using
luxury vehicles to collect food aid, while concerning, do
not necessarily represent systemic failures that justify a
wholesale condemnation of all such programs. A more
comprehensive analysis of program efficiency and re-
source allocation is warranted.

John Cervone
North Providence
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Trump doing what he said he'd do

To the Editor,

“Energy in the executive is the
leading character in the definition of
good government.”

— Alexander Hamilton, Federalist

No. 70

President Donald J. Trump is ener-
getically doing exactly what he said
he was going to do. Why do you find
that so surprising? (“This isn’t ‘effi-
ciency’ — it’s casual destruction,” Feb
20)

Perhaps it is because you have be-

come accustomed to career politi-
cians like Joe Biden who will say one
thing and do another once elected? Or
possibly you’re more comfortable
with a congressional relic like Jack
Reed whose primary goal is preserv-
ing political power?

I find it refreshing that Donald
Trump does not operate in the mode
of a crooked Joe Biden or a fossilized
Jack Reed. Trump tells you what he’s
going to do and he does it. Trump
gets things done.

President Trump, aided by Elon
Musk, is striving mightily to clean up

the terrible mess left us by the disas-
trous Biden administration. Your his-
trionic editorial only serves to make
that task more difficult.

Donald Trump, our patriotic presi-
dent, is vigorously working to make
America great again. You may have a
problem with that, but I sure don’t.

A.H. Liddle
Warwick

A request of Rep. Magaziner

To the Editor,

wealthy.

* Resisting attempts to eliminate critical environmental

As a resident of Warwick, I’'m asking Representative
Seth Magaziner to do more to prioritize our health, cli-
mate and future. This includes:

» Stopping efforts to repeal the Inflation Reduction
Act’s climate and clean energy policies. These will put us
on a path to cut climate pollution by 40% by 2030, create
millions of jobs and lower energy prices.

* Blocking the administration’s efforts to cut vital gov-
ernment programs and staff to pay for tax cuts for the

protection laws.

As a resident of Warwick who deeply cares about the
natural environment of our beautiful state and the future
of our children, I urge Representative Magaziner to con-
tinue to speak publicly, vote and do whatever he can to
protect our environment and our children.

Sr. Diane Dube, RIM
Warwick

Lawlessness in Washington is attack on democracy

To the Editor,

I am 69 years old and I lived through Vietnam, Nixon
and the Reagan years, but I have never seen an attack on
our democracy like this.

In the past, there was bipartisan opposition to lawless-
ness. Elected officials did not all vote for tyranny based on
political party. Why is the unelected Musk running the
show? Why is he getting access to our personal informa-

tion? This is a coup because Musk and his followers were
not elected to any public office and there is no office that
would give him the authority to take these actions.

It is all illegal and its intended effect is to undo demo-
cratic practice and violate human rights.

Jeneane Lunn
Cranston

Rewriting the
Rules of
Retirement

Retirement comes with more time for
the things you love. A reverse mortgage
can help you fund them.

+ Pay off your existing mortgage to
eliminate monthly payments'

+ Get additional income tax-free cash
to use for what matters most?

v+ Continue to own your home just like a
traditional mortgage

Contact Carol Miller, your local
Reverse Mortgage Specialist.

[ (401) 406-1247 (Cell)
wissses2s = carol.miller@longbridge-financial.com

1. Property taxes, homeowners' insurance, and home maintenance required. The home must be your primary residence.
2. Consult a financial advisor and appropriate government agencies for any effect on taxes or government benefits.
Branch Office: 1 International Bivd, Suite 900 Mahwah, NJ 07495. NMLS #957935. Licenses d by Rhode Island Third Party
Loan Servicer License 20193879LS, Rhode Island Lender License 20153084LL, MA Debt Collector License DC957935,
Mortgage Lender License, with reverse mortgage authority ML 957935

Jack and Sheldon aren’t with us’

To the Editor,

Let’s be clear. We are in a war with
billionaires and their collaborators. It’s
a fight that started with Ronald Rea-
gan’s first budget — remember trickle-
down economics? — and it’s an attempt
to steal what working people own.

Elon Musk’s effort to dismantle our
federal government and suck up its
assets is the most savage and fright-
ening attack yet, and we need the help
of our elected representatives to fight
back and keep ourselves from losing
everything we’ve strived for.

Seth Magaziner says he will fight.

Gabe Amo seems open to the idea.
Jack Reed says no, it’s up to the
courts to duke it out, and Sheldon
Whitehouse is MIA and not saying
much at all.

War is confusing, and it’s not al-
ways easy to identify friends and
foes, but when you’re being attacked,
it’s obvious who isn’t on your side
because they’re the ones who aren’t
helping you.

It’s plain to see that Jack and Shel-
don aren’t with us. We elected them
to stand up for us, but that’s not hap-
pening, and worse, their passive si-
lence is handing our attackers an easy

path to victory.

Do Jack and Sheldon understand
what’s at stake? It’s hard to say, but
we do. And we’re growing more agi-
tated every day as we see more and
more of what belongs to us being
taken away.

It’s time for Jack and Sheldon to
figure out how serious this is for
Rhode Island workers, business own-
ers, families, veterans, retirees and
every person in our state — and to
step up, do their job and fight.

Wil Gregersen
Providence
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Sharp pool skills
marked friendly

competition

By BARBARA POLICHETTI

hey were all winners.

Pool players from the Johnston and Cranston
Senior Centers faced off against each other to test
their skills — but also to make friends and have a

good time.

And although it was a good-natured tournament with
only bragging rights on the line, it was clear that the play-
ers keep their skills sharp. There was not a lot of talking
during play, and the predominant sounds in the second-
floor pool room at the Cranston Senior Center were the

clack of pool balls and the squeak of chalk cubes on cue

tips.

The Cranston team won, but when it came to having a good time both teams considered themselves winners

and said they are ready for a rematch anytime. Beacon Media photos by Barbara Polichetti

The players encouraged each other though, regardless of
which teams they were on with “Good shot, good shot,” a

common refrain.

Sky Marcos, Programs Director at the Cranston Center,
made sure the competitors were well fed during the tour-

nament which lasted about four hours.

There were muf-

fins, coffee and more in the morning, and there was hot

pizza and hearty sandwiches for lunch.

“I loved it,” said Marcos who was instrumental in put-
ting the tournament together. “It was great seeing them all

get together and just have fun.”

Oh, and which team won after rounds of playing in

pairs?
Bragging rights go to Cranston.

I would have gone for the side pocket. Kenny
Rawlinson (right) analyzes a game while talking Watching the action. Kenny Rawlinson from the Senior Center, gets ready for another game in the

to Johnston teammate Rick Pace.

Johnston team waits for his turn at the table.

Rack ‘em up.

Bob Piscione, the Johnston team

captain and operations manager at the Johnston

round-robin style tournament.

Scholarship invites students to transform their communities

Three years ago, Mariam Kaba, a Woon-
socket teenager, dreamt of living in a com-
munity brimming with opportunities. To-
day, aided by Papitto Opportunity Connec-
tion’s Transform Rhode Island Scholar-
ship, Mariam’s vision of restoring her vil-
lage is coming to life.

Empowering Rhode Island high school
students like Mariam to become agents of
change in Rhode Island, is the vision be-
hind the Transform Rhode Island Scholar-
ship. Mariam was the inaugural winner of
the TRIS Scholarship, which now enters
its fourth year with the opening of the ap-
plicant portal recently on Feb. 3.

How to apply

To apply for the 2025 Transform RI
Scholarship, students must simply answer
one question:

If you had 31 million to improve the
lives of those who need it most in Rhode
Island, how would you do it?

The Papitto Opportunity Connection
will invest $1 million to make the winning
idea come to life and will also receive a
$25,000 scholarship to fuel their future.
Nine other finalists will be awarded schol-
arships worth $5,000 to $15,000.

“Young people are eager to share their
ideas and make a difference but often lack
platforms to do so,” said Barbara Papitto,
founder of the Papitto Opportunity Con-
nection. “The Transform Rhode Island
Scholarship empowers teens to drive

meaningful change, positively impacting
both the scholarship recipients and our
communities that need it the most.”

TRIS winners make a difference

Supported by a $1-million investment
from the Papitto Opportunity Connection,
Mariam has worked tirelessly with Lead-
ership Rhode Island to create real change
in her hometown of Woonsocket. Aware
that many in her community suffer from
food insecurity and 69% of the city stu-
dents rely on free school lunches, Mariam
put her vision into practice, implementing
a food pantry and access to a refrigerator at
Woonsocket’s Harbour Youth Center.

The pantry now services five different
school communities in Woonsocket. She
also collaborated with school leadership to
create the “Think Tank” at Citizens Ele-
mentary School, which addresses mental
illness and provides a safe space for young
children. In addition, she has spearheaded
job fairs, career development workshops,
donation drives, financial literacy work-
shops, professional development seminars,
supported small businesses, expanded
reading resources, and increased accessi-
bility to healthy food. She has also worked
to beautify the community by cleaning up
parks and adding murals at public spaces
and schools.

2024 winner and Classical graduate Se-
bastian Connolly’s innovative tutoring
programming is designed to recruit stu-
dents from Rhode Island high schools with
the most resources/best educational out-

comes to tutor their peers at underserved
schools. 2023 winner Siya Singal, from
Wheeler, is fostering cultural pride in stu-
dents at an early age. In a brief period,
these students are making a difference and
implementing real change in the Ocean
State.

Miriam, Siya and Sebastian each re-
ceived a $25,000 TRIS scholarship and the
Papitto Opportunity Connection has in-
vested $1 million to make each of their
ideas become a reality.

Since TRIS was established in 2022, the
Papitto Opportunity Connection has in-
vested more than $3.5 million in Rhode
Island high school students. Twenty-six
students from public and private schools
have received Transform RI Scholarships.

Each applicant can submit an essay,
video, or multimedia presentation until
March 31, 2025.

To learn more and apply visit: https://
pocfoundation.com/transformri/

Legal

2018

David M. DiPaolo

SEVENTH ANNIVERSARY
March 5

2025

Notices

Public Auction
Legal Notice

To: Harourioun Hovhannesdian 460
Charles St, Providence RI. A public
auction will be held at 100 South St,
Johnston Rl on March 8, 2025 at
900 am. The vehicle a 2013 Infiniti
JN1CV6AR1DM767520 belonging
to the above. The auction being held
is to satisfy towing and storage fees.

3/6/25

Say you saw it

Obituaries

In your time of need, the
Johnston Sun Rise will
print your loved one’s full
obituary for a small charge.
The paper also places the
obituary on our website,
johnstonsunrise.net.

Should you desire our
services, kindly inform your
funeral director, or call

in the

Johnston

SunRise

Gone are the days we used to share,
But in our hearts you are always there.
The gates of memory will never close,

We miss you more than anyone knows.
With tender love and deep regret,
We who love you will never forget.

Lovingly -
Mom & Step-Dad Walter

(401) 732-3100 or email
Obits@rhodybeat.com
for additional information.
Obituary prices start at
$60. You may include the
obituary in any of our other
newspapers for half price.

— Thank you
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® LANDFILL from page 1

The operations, which include recycling
and wastewater pre-treatment, are managed
by the Rhode Island Resource Recover Cor-
poration (RIRRC), a quasi-public agency
formed by the General Assembly in 1974.

The tour was educational and eye-open-
ing. Some people may call the landfill a
mountain of garbage and it is messy work,
but strict rules govern almost every aspect
of the operation. Environmental regulations
include mandated daily coverage of the ac-
tive areas of the landfill, litter control,
leachate drainage, and the subterranean col-
lection of gasses that in the past created
noxious odors and contributed to the smol-
dering of trash buried deep within the land-
fill.

Lou Vergato, Executive Director of RIR-
RC, said the corporation likes to give public
tours of the site to help educate the public
on the challenges of properly managing the
state’s trash, the work involved, and the
progress that has been made over the years.

According to state reports, about 750,000
tons of waste are buried at the landfill annu-
ally. It’s labor-intensive work, Vergato said,
noting that regulations require that the site
be kept relatively clean and litter free at al-
most all times — not an easy task when
plastic bags that should have been recycled
are blowing in the wind. Mitigating mea-
sures, such as wind fences, are erected
around areas where trash is being dumped,
he said, and crews regular fan out to pick up
rogue debris that has escaped the fences so
it can be properly buried.

The corporation has about 150 employ-
ees, about 80-percent of whom work out in
the field, in all kinds of weather.

‘ FOR EMPLOYERS

1,200+ local employers

access health coverage through

HealthSource RI

96% renew with us every year

19 health plan options

10+ years of experience
creating customized solutions

1 local team of dedicated
experts ready to help

We can help your business

or nonprofit make the
most out of your health
and dental coverage.

HealthSourceRl.com/Employers

HealthSourceri

Recycling matters

Twenty years is not necessarily a long
time considering the work that will have to
go into coming up with a solution for what
to do with Rhode Island’s trash when the
landfill is full. When asked what the state’s
plans are for an alternative, Rhodes said
that there is no easy answer, but that suffi-
cient and study and planning must be done
to come up with viable options.

Key factors that will be considered, he
said, include costs, changing technologies,
and recycling rates. Current state law does
not allow an incinerator as an option for the
RIRCC, he said, adding that further expan-
sion of the current landfill will be an “op-
tion to be considered.”

One key message that RIRRC wants to
get across to the public for the sake of the
future, he said, is that “recycling matters.”

While some nation and international re-
ports question the effectiveness of recy-
cling, Rhodes said that removing recycla-
bles from the waste stream helps buy pre-
cious time for the limited landfill space and
also benefits the environment.

“Extending the life of the landfill is all
about reducing the amount of material that
requires disposal,” Rhodes wrote in re-
sponse to questions that RIRRC asked to be
sent in writing to the corporation. “(We)
suggest focusing on maximizing the impact
that the State’s current recycling laws and
existing mixed recycling program can have
in reducing Rhode Island’s disposal de-
mand.”

He said that a 2022 report shows that
“when Rhode Islanders take the time to
participate in the (recycling) program and
do so correctly they return real benefits to

HSRI for Employers
Customer

MICHELLE QUILLIN
Cordtsen Design
Architecture

Fences are put in place where crews are working to catch flying debris. Anything
that escapes has to be picked up by work crews.

themselves and their neighbors.”

He noted that the mixed recycling pro-
gram resulted in roughly 70,000 tons of re-
cyclables being sold back into commodity
markets in 2022 -- preventing that tonnage
from having to be landfilled.

“To put this in perspective,” Rhodes said,
70,000 tons is roughly the same amount of
waste that the City of Providence disposed
of at the landfill over this same time frame.
So, in other words, every year the program
performs to this level it saves another year’s
worth of disposal capacity for approxi-
mately 140,000 Rhode Islanders.

“Recycling definitely matters.”

By the numbers

Of the roughly 1,200 acres the RIRRC
oversees in Johnston, the landfill takes up
about 290 acres and is permitted for 390
acres, the corporation states on its website.
Elevation-wise, it rise about 250-feet from
its base to the top, and its peak is about
560-feet above sea level. The slopes of the
areas that are no longer active have been
“capped” with layers of vegetative material
that is green even in winter. The other areas
are covered daily with loose earth.

The daily operations can get muddy and
messy but heavy equipment helps compact
the trash, and Vergato said on clear days, the
elevation affords crews and visitors views
of Providence, the Fall River landfill, the
Jamestown Bridge and the Newport Bridge.

Despite some locals derisive claim that
the state’s highest point is a heap of gar-
bage, that is not true, the RIRRC is quick to
point out. The highest point in Rhode Island

® FUNDRAISER from page 8

The funds earned from the collection
drive will go towards the Rachel E. Carson
Scholarship Fund and the school music as-
sociation’s other scholarship awards. Last
year, the association gave out nine scholar-
ships totaling nearly $5,000.

“We started this event years ago as a
way to keep Rachel’s Scholarship going in
perpetuity and as a way to honor the per-
son she was,” said Ronald Lamoureux,

Paul Shabo (left), pictured here with
Ronald Lamoureux, chair of the music
department at Johnston High School,
has consistently helped the annual
campaign by donating a rental truck
big enough to carry all the collections
to Savers where they are exchanged for
a per-pound donation to the Johnston
School Music Association. Submitted
photo

is Jerimoth Hill in Foster at about 812 feet
above sea level.

One of the key facilities that RIRRC op-
erates adjacent to the landfill is the state’s
recycling center, the Materials Recycling
Facility (MRF). Referred to informally as
the ‘“Murf”, the cavernous building houses a
labyrinth of conveyor belts and sorting
mechanisms. Since Rhode Island accepts
“mixed” recyclables, paper products, cans,
and bottles arrive in a jumble at the facility
and have to be separated so they can be
bundled for transport to facilities in the
U.S., Canada and overseas where they can
be made into new products. On average,
about 385 ton of recyclables are sorted at
the MRF every day.

The sprawling RIRRC property also in-
cludes composting sites, a wastewater pre-
treatment plant which treats the leachate
that is drained from the landfill through an
underground collection system, and an Eco-
Depot where the public can safely dispose
of hazardous household materials such as
propane tanks, lighter fluids, pesticides, and
automotive and rechargeable batteries. On
average, the wastewater facility pre-treats
about 300,000 gallons of leachate per day. It
is required to bring the landfill discharge in
compliance with standards that allow it to
be accepted by the Narragansett Bay Com-
mission for further processing.

Vergato and Jared Rhodes, Director of
Policy and Programs at RIRRC, said the
corporation is always working to try to edu-
cate the public on the proper disposal of
items and on the importance of recycling.
Its outreach efforts include regular visits to
schools throughout the state.

chair of the music department at Johnston
High School.

“We (the JHS music faculty and JSMA)
are all happy to help the students appreci-
ate recycling efforts and giving back to the
school community.”

Donations will be excepted over the next
week or so, Lamoureux said, and the goods
are scheduled to be delivered to Savers in
Warwick on March 13.

Students and their families, and mem-
bers of the community are encouraged to
bring in any soft goods and books they are
not using. (Soft goods include clothing,
towels, pocketbooks, curtains and blan-
kets.)

Hardcover and softcover books will be
accepted but not textbooks, magazines or
encyclopedias.

The collection campaign has brought in
more than 10,000 pounds of clothing the
past few years, Lamoureux said, and they
are aiming for two tons (including the
books) this year.

He said the music association is grateful
for the support it has received from Paul
Shabo at Atwood Carwash and Neighbor-
hood U-Haul on Atwood Avenue. Shabo
donates whatever vehicle is needed to get
the goods to Savers.

To make it easier for members of the
community to participate, a drop-off site
will be set up at the high school (on the
auditorium side) this Saturday, March 8,
from 9 am to 1 pm. Student volunteers
will come right to the vehicles, so donors
do not have to even leave their cars,
Lamoureux said.

The association is also looking at the
possibility of arranging pick-ups. For
more information on how to donate,
Lamoureux can be contacted at rlamou-
reux@johnston schools.org or by calling
401-233-1920, ext. 2102.
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Shekarchi pursues more
housing with 12 bills

By CHRISTOPHER SHEA
Rhode Island Current

After introducing a re-
cord 15 housing bills last
year to address Rhode
[sland’s housing shortage,
State House lawmakers are
taking a more modest
approach to encourage new
home construction: only a
dozen bills.

House Speaker K. Jo-
seph Shekarchi unveiled
the chamber’s latest legis-
lative package at a State
House press conference
Thursday afternoon — the
last day state lawmakers
could introduce a bill with-
out having to give the
chamber advance notice.

“This is the fifth consec-
utive year that I have an-
nounced a package on
housing legislation,” Shek-
archi, a Warwick Demo-
crat, said. “We’ve made
historic investments, hun-
dreds of millions of dollars,
and we’ve made incredible
progress — and yet here we
are.”

Shekarchi said most
Rhode Island families still
can’t afford homes, mostly
because there aren’t enough
homes. And existing home
prices are out of reach for
many. In an October 2024
report by the Rhode Island
Department of Housing,
41% of renters said they
would like to buy a home
but couldn’t. Of those, 75%
said they could not find
homes in their target price
range.

The average home price
in Rhode Island last year
was $425,000, according to
HousingWorksRI. To af-
ford that, a family would
need an annual income of
$143,687.

The median household
income is $74,489, accord-
ing to the Rhode Island
Department of Labor and
Training.

‘Reducing costs, but how?
So what can the state do
to reduce those costs? En-

courage more construction,
Shekarchi said.

One bill sponsored by
Shekarchi would expand
electronic permitting to in-
clude applications from de-
velopers to the state De-
partment of Environmental
Management, the state
Coastal Resources Man-
agement Council, and the
state Department of Trans-
portation.

Another bill from the
speaker would amend the
state’s building code by
centralizing duties of the
various state officials, com-
missions and boards related
to building- and fire-code
permitting.

The 12 bill-package also
includes legislation from
other lawmakers that
would make it easier to
subdivide oversized
lots, allow vacant or un-
used state-owned land to be
developed, and encourage
municipalities to convert
vacant commercial space
into homes.

Rep. June Speakman, a
Warren Democrat who
chairs the Special Legisla-
tive Commission to Study
Housing Affordability, said
the package represents
“more pieces of the puzzle”
in addressing the state’s
housing crisis.

“When we started this
work, the puzzle table was

an incoherent mess of piec-
es,” Speakman said. “That
picture is starting to take
shape; it’s a good picture.”

There is one notable
piece keeping the state
from completing that puz-
zle: ensuring each of Rhode
Island’s 39 municipalities
is on board with the state’s
plan.

Shekarchi emphasized
that each bill is meant only
to encourage development,
not mandate it.

“Those decisions remain
and should be made on a
local level,” he said.

Some towns have been
more enthusiastic than oth-
ers. To get those naysayers
on board, Shekarchi said
there needs to be a shift in
attitude about affordable
housing — which he said
can be achieved by partner-
ing with the Rhode Island
League of Cities and
Towns.

Local reforms preferred

League Director Randy
Rossi said the organization
would be reviewing each of
the bills and supports any
proposal that enables mu-
nicipalities to reform local
zoning and land-use laws
rather than a blanket man-
date from the state.

“We recognize that hous-
ing is a barrier for Rhode
Islanders across the eco-

House Speaker K. Joseph
Shekarchi, right, looks
over the House Lounge
ahead of a press
conference unveiling the
chamber's proposed
package of legislation to
address Rhode Island’s
housing crisis on
Thursday, Feb. 27. On the
phone is Larry Berman,
communications director
for the House Speaker. At
left is Deputy Director of
Communications Emily
Martineau. Photo by
Christopher Shea/Rhode
Island Current

nomic spectrum and has an
impact on economic devel-
opment, which is why mu-
nicipalities have been fo-
cused on striking a balance
between new development
and the needs of existing
residents and businesses,”
Rossi and East Providence
Mayor Bob DaSilva, the
league’s president, said in a
statement.

If municipalities block
development through re-
strictive ordinances, Shek-
archi said it is possible the
state could freeze aid to
those communities. But the
speaker said he does not
believe any formal penal-
ties against resistant com-
munities should be estab-
lished in the near future.

“We’ll just have to take a
wait-and-see attitude and
see what happens,” Shekar-
chi said. “Hopefully they
will see the light.”

Christopher Shea covers
politics, the criminal jus-
tice system and transporta-
tion for the Rhode Island
Current. The Current is
part of States Newsroom,
the nation’s largest state-
focused nonprofit news or-
ganization.

do your part

be septic smart.

® REED from page 1

elimination of support for much-needed
scientific and medical research.

“On the local level, it’s very difficult to
know right now,” he said. “There is mas-
sive chaos and confusion.” Reed said his
office is in regular contact with state and
community agencies trying to figure out
exactly what funding losses they are fac-
ing. He said that any constituents with
worries or looking to get answers can call
his office. “We will do our best to get an-
swers,” he said.

On the international front, Reed sharply
criticized Trump’s handling of the war in
Ukraine, saying that the president is trying
to undermine efforts of Ukraine people to
defend themselves against an unprovoked
attack from Russia. He said the fact that
the president is trying to say that Russia
did not invade Ukraine is another example
of Trump dealing in falsehoods rather than
reality.

Later, after news broadcasts of Trump’s
meeting with Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelenskyy, Reed doubled down on his
criticism of the president.

“Today’s spectacle in the Oval Office
was a political ambush and a shameful
failure of American leadership,” he said in
a press release “President Zelenskyy and

the people of Ukraine are fighting for their
very lives and existence.”

“Furthermore, today’s cruel and callous
display does great harm to U.S. standing in
the world,” Reed stated. “Trump and Vance
are communicating to the world that the
United States is not to be trusted. Adver-
saries and allies alike will take note.”

During his daytime press conference,
Reed said that on the home front, President
Trump is unfortunately is getting little
pushback from the Republican-led Con-
gress but he is hopeful that will change as
people begin to feel the impacts of the cuts
and taxes, and start reaching out to their
elected officials.

“We have to keep calling out what we
think is wrong,” he said, adding that his
office is willing to work across party lines
to try to keep essential government assis-
tance programs intact and stop the slashing
of funding for essential federal services
such as medical grants and the National
Weather Service.

“The question is how do we stop this
perfect storm,” he said. “I think that as
more and more constituents speak out to
their congressional delectations.... ulti-
mately the people’s voices will be heard,”
Reed said. “And that is the genius of this
country.”

F:
be careful

what
you flush!

v toilet paper
X-fiashable—wipes
X paper-towels
X napkins
Call us to keep your septic happy!

732-3234

www.FriendlySeptic.com
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By Karen Kalunian

Local>>Adoptable®Loveable

Photo credit: Pamela Verklan

Miss Faith is ready to warm up your heart and home!
Attention senior dog lovers, this sweetheart has it all.
Looks, charm and love..lots of love to give! Faith loves
everyone and is good with other dogs, no kitties for her
though so please keep that in mind. She is about eleven
years old, loves walks, car rides and snuggle sessions. If
you have been looking for a great companion and a new
best friend to fill your heart and home, then call 401-349-
1818 and set up a time to go meet this beauty in person!
Faith is with the folks at Rhode Home Rescue. You can
also email petmom73@yahoo.com for more information.
Faith will be waiting to steal your heart!

If you are thinking of adopting
or know of an animal in need,
please contact Karen directly at

animaltalk1i920@gmail.com

AG, schools chief defend
LGBTQ+ rights, DEI programs

Attorney General Peter F. Neronha
and Rhode Island Department of Ed-
ucation Commissioner Angélica In-
fante-Green have shared guidance
with school officials on safeguarding
the rights of Rhode Island students
regardless of their identity, gender or
sexuality. This guidance also instructs
schools that diversity, equity, inclu-
sion and accessibility programs in
Rhode Island schools should not
change until the legal effect of recent
executive actions is settled.

Recent executive actions have
prompted questions about the way
schools support LGBTQ+ students,
as well as how schools continue with
diversity, equity, inclusion and acces-
sibility programs. While litigation of
these actions is ongoing, this guid-
ance is intended to assist schools,
teachers and administrators in pro-
tecting the rights of every student and
maintaining inclusive environments
and initiatives.

Until the legal effect of the afore-
mentioned executive actions is set-
tled, Rhode Island schools should not
change current practices and proce-
dures involving the rights of LG-
BTQ+ students and diversity, equity,
inclusion and accessibility programs.
Any such changes may be in violation
of existing federal and state law.

Education Commissioner
Angélica Infante-Green

“As the new administration contin-
ues to prioritize chaos, confusion and
fear over the American people, it is
important for responsible leaders at
every level of government to provide
clarity to their constituents whenever
possible,” said Neronha. “The presi-
dent is attempting to make federal
funding contingent in part on the re-
versal of policies meant to make
schools a safe place for students to
learn and grow. The rights of all stu-
dents must be protected, and existing
diversity and inclusion initiatives
should stand in accordance with the
law. Protecting our children includes
shielding them from discrimination
tactics employed by politicians seek-

Attorney General
Peter F. Neronha

ing to divide us for their personal and
political benefit. We stand with our
schools and with our kids, now and
always.”

“Educators have a moral and legal
duty to ensure all students can learn
and thrive in school environments
that support and empower them to
achieve their highest potential,” said
Infante-Green. “A lack of specificity
and clarity in policy changes and di-
rectives issued at the federal level
have caused confusion and concern in
Rhode Island schools and across the
nation. With the federal landscape
rapidly shifting and uncertainty sur-
rounding the legality of recent actions
and mandates from the executive
branch, many school communities
have reached out to request support
from state leaders. We have worked
in close collaboration with Attorney
General Neronha and his office to
provide guidance on how school
leaders may approach federal actions.
With many rapid and unclear chang-
es, we will continue to closely moni-
tor shifts at the federal level and re-
spond to the needs of our school
communities.”

The rights of LGBTQ+ students

The Trump administration’s execu-
tive order on gender identity does not,
and cannot, command state or local
officials to take any action. The Jan.
20 order directed federal agencies to
“enforce laws governing sex-based
rights, protections, opportunities and
accommodations to protect men and
women as biologically distinct sexes”
by reviewing grants to ensure that
federal funds “do not promote gender
ideology,” and rescinded various
guidance documents supporting LG-
BTQ+ students. However, given Su-
preme Court precedent, as well as
recent federal district court and fed-
eral appeals court decisions, local
education agencies should not take
any action in response to the execu-
tive order unless and until its legal
validity is affirmed by the courts or
ratified by Congress. Further, as re-

cently affirmed by the U.S. District
Court for the District of Rhode Is-
land, the administration cannot uni-
laterally suspend or rescind congres-
sionally allocated funding for Rhode
Island schools, regardless of policy
regarding the rights of LGTBQ+ stu-
dents.

Regulations protecting LGBTQ+
students issued by the commissioner
of education have the full force and
effect of law, and Rhode Island
schools must continue to abide by
these state laws and regulations.
These regulations provide that each
local education agency must adopt a
policy providing “a safe, supportive
and non-discriminatory school envi-
ronment” for transgender and gen-
der non-conforming students that
“is consistent with state and na-
tional best practices, guidance and
model policies.”

These regulations also give the
commissioner of education author-
ity to enforce the statutory require-
ments prohibiting discrimination on
the basis of sex, gender, sexual ori-
entation, gender identity or gender
expression in schools. Rhode Island
schools must continue to abide by
these state laws and regulations.

Diversity, equity, inclusion and
accessibility initiatives

The Trump administration has is-
sued several executive orders threat-
ening to curtail diversity, equity, in-
clusion and accessibility initiatives
across the country, and has attempted
to condition federal funding on com-
pliance with these orders. These or-
ders are vague by design, conflict
with court precedent and state law,
and may be unconstitutional. Courts
have already prohibited the adminis-
tration from withholding funding
from organizations with diversity, eq-
uity, inclusion and accessibility pro-
grams. Further, courts have also ruled
that the administration cannot with-
hold funds that have already been le-
gally appropriated by Congress.

Diversity, equity, inclusion and ac-
cessibility policies adopted by the
Rhode Island Council on Elementary
and Secondary Education are entirely
consistent with applicable state and
federal law. Unless instructed to do
otherwise, Rhode Island educators
should continue to advance the goals
of diversity, equity and inclusivity as
promoted by such standards.

The Office of the Attorney General
and Department of Eduction will
continue to work together with our
public schools and with our state and
federal law enforcement partners to
ensure adherence to these principles
and to promote a safe and nurturing
educational environment for all
Rhode Island students.

Questions related to this guidance
should be referred to the Office of
the Attorney General at guidance@
riag.ri.gov.
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Libraries are /770/€ than just

/

By MATTHEW LAWRENCE

whopping 92 percent of library patrons leave libraries feeling

calm and peaceful, according to a new study organized by

New York Public Library along with the Humanities and Human

Flourishing Project at the University of Pennsylvania’s Positive

Psychology Center. That finding is just one of many takeaways

from the study, which surveyed 2,400 New York Public Library

patrons in 2023. The study also found that libraries contribute

to patrons’ love of learning, assist their personal growth, and
make them feel equipped for life’s challenges.

While many non-users may be surprised by these findings,
it seems like common sense to the people who work in public
libraries.

“Personally, I think when you leave the library with a pile
of books and know that the next 30 hours of your life will be
spent relaxing in a big chair, of course you’re going to feel
calm and peaceful,” says Evan Barta, Deputy Director at
Warwick Public Library.

“We help people with all sorts of technical problems,” said

Jon Anderson, director of the Marian J. Mohr Library in
Johnston. “So I wouldn’t be surprised if they felt calmer
when they leave. I also think reading is just a very healthy
thing to do. Television and social media can just make you feel

e

=~

more aggravated. Any time you give people a chance to read, it activates their minds
and makes them more curious. Reading is a healthier way to use
your mind.”

“We offer a place where everyone is included and treated equally with respect,” says
Ed Garcia, Director of Cranston Public Library. “Our staff is dedicated
to helping everyone with empathy and compassion.”

EveryLibrary, a national organization dedicated to promoting
libraries, released a statement in conjunction with the release
of the study. “The [New York Public Library] report
makes a compelling case that public libraries should be
recognized as essential pillars of well-being. The re-
search suggests that libraries don’t just serve indi-
viduals; they strengthen entire communities.”

I think when you leave the
library with a pile of books
and know that the next 30
hours of your life will be
spent relaxing in a big chair,
of course you’re going to feel
calm and peaceful.

There is something for everyone
at the library... Whether you are
checking out something to read

or view, using our free public

computers or free Wi-
Fi, attending a class, a
program, viewing an art
exhibit or just coming
into the building to be
around other people
and have a sense of
community. The library
is here for all.

— Evan Barta
Deputy Director of Warwick Public Library

EveryLibrary describes itself as “the first and only national organization dedicated to
building voter support for libraries,” and their main goal “is to support local public li-
braries when they have a referendum or measure on the ballot,” according to its website.

EveryLibrary is also the subject of this year’s Bateman Case Study Competition, or-
ganized by the Public Relations Student Society of America (PRSSA). Across the coun-
try, “Bateman teams” are made up of college students pursuing PR careers. In Rhode
Island, Roger Williams University has a PRSSA chapter, and students from the univer-
sity are currently working to promote the work of EveryLibrary.

“A lot of people who use the library already know the benefits of using the library,”

said Claire Kelley, a junior at Roger Williams and member of the university’s Bateman — Ed Garcia
team. Director of Cranston Public Librar

® LIBRARIES to page 18
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WASH ° DRY ¢ FOLD
State-af the-Art | Drop Off Service
Equipment - oty 89¢ per Ih.
Same OId Prices! Includes Softener, Bleach, Soap & Hangers
Same Day Service

Jain’s Laundry

Plaza 44 » 39 Putnam Pike ° Johnston » 231-7019
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8am-9pm; Sat. & Sun. 7am-8pm

By JENNIFER COATES

There is going to come a time when you can no longer avoid
it. That pile of laundry in the corner, growing every day while
you find excuses to ignore it. But it is not going away, and
eventually, it will overtake your room or leave you without a
single clean garment to wear.

Laundry is like that — it is never-ending. Now, there is a
possibility for escape! Why labor ONE MORE MINUTE this
winter tackling the inevitable chore of endless laundry when
you have the willing and able hands of Kaushal Jain of Jain’s
Laundry to rescue you?

For an incredible .89/pound, Kaushal will wash, soften, dry,
and even fold your laundry — all in one day - all at this user-
friendly, clean and efficient laundromat in Johnston. Besides
the convenience of this great service, this incredible price also
covers the cost of the softener, bleach, soap and hangers! The
math is simple enough - ten pounds of dirty clothes, dropped
off in the morning and ready to go by day’s end - all for less
than $9.00. Fifteen pounds of dirty clothes dropped off on the
way to work and ready to go by dinner - all for under $14.00.

For the most competitive prices in the area, you will find both
the wash-fold, same-day service offered by Kaushal here at
Jain’s Laundry as well as a room full of coin-operated washers
and dryers for the “do-it-yourselfers”. If you don’t have enough
quarters, no worries ~ there is a change machine that accepts
up to a $20.00 bill available here.

There are large capacity machines available for all size loads,
from 25 pounds to 65 pounds. The top loading machines are
available here for only $2.25 per load. State-of-the-art dryers
are installed which are incredibly efficient, rotating both
clockwise and counter-clockwise to prevent the bunching and
twisting that can make drying uneven in conventional dryers.

Vending machines are also on-site if you need to re-stock

THE PRESERVE AT BRIARCLIFFE

sted Living
&

Supportive Independent and A:

CALL 401.944.2450
TO SCHEDULE A
PERSONAL TOUR

Convenient to US Hwy 6 and I-295 in Johnston, Rl
54 Old Pocasset Road | briarclifferi.com

2®

Jain's Laundry

Let them help carry your laundry load this winter

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

L OCAL BUSINESS

|

For the convenience of wash/dry/fold services or access to a room full of washers and dryers to complete all
your laundry needs, go to Jain's Laundry on Route 44 (Putnam Pike) in Johnston. Open seven days a week.

your supply of detergent, softener or laundry bags. There
is never a need to wait because there are rows and rows of
machines ready to go at any given time. Everything you need
is right here at Jain’s Laundry.

There is plenty of parking and a friendly, helpful staff here,
ready to meet the needs of both residential and commercial
customers. You can stay in their clean waiting area between
cycles or leave and return between loads. There is always
someone there to keep an eye on your clothes or help you as
needed.

Jain’s Laundry is found in the Plaza 44 shopping plaza on

DONNA ZARRELLA

ADVERTISING DIRECTOR

DonnaZ@rhodybeat.com
p 401-732-3100

1944 WARWICK AVENUE, WARWICK, RHODE ISLAND 02889

39 Putnam Pike. It is open seven days each week - from 8
am to 9 pm, Monday through Friday, and 7 am to 8 pm on
Saturday and Sunday. For more information about their
services, call 401-231-7019. Visitors to Advantage’s design
center at 1232 Hartford Avenue (next door to Market Basket)
are welcome Tuesday through Friday from 10:00am to 4:00pm
and Saturdays from 9:00am to 1:00pm. There are also free in-
home consultations and on-site project evaluations.

To get started on transforming your living space today, call
Advantage Kitchens Baths Countertops Flooring at 401-413-
0426 or visit them at www.advantagekbcf.com.

Your Target Audience is reading...

Make sure they’'ll be
reading about YOU!

Call for information about
advertising on this page,

732-3100
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Martins takes 3rd at states

JHS senior
qualifies for
regionals

By ALEX SPONSELLER
SunRise Sports Editor

Johnston senior wrestler
Logan Martins put on a
show at last weekend’s
Rhode Island Interscholas-
tic League Wrestling State
Championships, as he fin-
ished third overall at 132
pounds after moving up in
weight this season.

It was the first time Mar-
tins placed third at states
after coming in fourth on
multiple occasions. The
third-place finish qualifies
him for this weekend’s New
England Championships.

“I was really proud of
how I wrestled. The third-
place match has always
been a roadblock for me, so
to finish third is exciting for
me. It’s exciting to be able
to compete at New Eng-
lands and represent my
school,” said Martins, who
was also proud to have suc-
cess at his new weight. “It
was much needed. I had an
easier weight cut this year
which helped me feel
strong.”

Martins has been wres-
tling year-round before he
was even at JHS, making
him one of the state’s most

® MARTINS - PAGE 14

Johnston's Logan Martins competes at last week’s wrestling state championships. Photos by Leo van Dijk/rhodyphoto.zenfolio.com

CCRI headed back
to NJCAA tourney

FROM STAFF REPORTS

The Community College of Rhode Island (CCRI)
Women’s Basketball team showcased their dominance
once again in the NJCAA Region XXI Conference, secur-
ing the regional title for the fourth year in a row and,
punching their ticket to the National Tournament.

Under the guidance of Hall of Fame CCRI alumnus
Coach Doug Haynes, the Lady Knights finished the sea-
son 23-5 overall and 13-0 in league play, including the
postseason. Dating back to 2021-22, the women’s team
has won an unprecedented 50 consecutive games against
Region XXI schools.

Entering the Region XXI Tournament as the #1 overall
seed this past weekend, the Knights gained an early lead
after their first match-up against Northern Essex Commu-
nity College. The final score was 94-52, advancing the
Knights to the championship game against UConn Avery
Point, where the Knights secured a 75-59 victory and the
Region XXI title.

“It’s been a fulfilling season with this group of players
because of the pressure on them to keep our region win
streak alive and advance to the National Tournament,”
said Coach Doug Haynes.

“Our women’s basketball team continues to demon-
strate excellence, dedication, and perseverance,” said
CCRI Interim President Rosemary A. Costigan, Ph.D.,
RN, adding, “This incredible accomplishment is a testa-

® CCRI - PAGE 20

The Bishop Hendricken swim team last weekend. Photo by Leo van Dijk/rhodyphoto.zenfolio.com

Hawks swim to 35th title

By ALEX SPONSELLER
Herald Sports Editor

The Rhode Island Interscholastic
League’s Swimming State Champion-

ships were held on Sunday at Brown
University and plenty of locals made
noise on both the boys and girls side.
The Bishop Hendricken Hawks
wrapped up the boys title in dramatic
fachion winnine the 400 vard free<tvle

relay to clinch the championship in the

final event.
Hendricken senior Tristan Jordan
was the anchor of the relay and would
@® HAWKS - PAGE 20
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2025 Chevy Trax 1RS

Vehicle courtesy of Hurd Auto Mall, Johnston

Proceeds from the raffle to benefit local non profit organizations

Raffle run by the Rotary Club of Warwick. Drawing to be held April 2025,
winner has option of cash, full details on the ticket

Must be 18 years of age to participate. Odds of winning are 1in 3000

experienced grapplers. Although he
has not thought much beyond the
state tournament, he is hoping to use
his years on the mat as an advantage
at New Englands.

“I understand what it takes to be
ready for each match, go in there and
do what you’ve got to do. I was look-
ing more to score points and do
enough to win (at states). It doesn’t
matter how you do it,” said Martins.
“I never really thought about what I
wanted to do (at New Englands). Get-
ting to the podium is always the goal,
it’s not going to be easy, but that’s the
goal.”

Although Martins has one more
tournament to go, he has wrapped up
his RIIL career and will leave a long-
lasting legacy within Johnston wres-
tling.

“I’ll look back at how much my
family played a part of my success.
Bringing me to all the extra practices,
helping me get there and be better. I
keep track of my stats so it’s cool to
look back at the success that I’ve had
and I attribute that to my drilling part-

‘1'5 The 21st Annual
gACK!  NewEngland
Saltwater Fishing Show"

The Largest Saltwater Fishing Show in the Northeast!
Over 300 Exhibitors Across 100,000 sq.ft.!

MARCH 7-9, 2025

RHODE ISLAND CONVENTION CENTER, PROVIDENCE
1 Sabin Street, Providence, Rl 02903

$15 Admission (12 & Under FREE) Advanced tickets through Ticketmaster

Fri: 1-8pm - Armed Forces Appreciation Day - First 200 US Vets or Active Duty FREE
Sat: 9am-7pm - Sun: 10am-5pm - FAMILY DAY! Ladies & Kids under 12 FREE

STOCK UP! Rods, Reels, Tackle, Charters, Fly Fishing, Outboards, Apparel, Boats, Kayaks, Electronics, AND MORE!

ners and family,” said Martins.

FREE on-Stop Seminars by an ALL-STAR LINEUP of regional talent providing hours of fishing knowledge
Capt. Kevin Albone, Joe Calcavecchia, Capt. Jason Colby, East End Eddie Doherty,
Capt. Matthew Perachio, Capt. Jerry Sparks, Jeff Sullivan & Paul Chapman

PLUS... ENTERTO WIN:
Win a FREE Private Raffle prizes to include 3 custom rods created by
Charter for 6 with

Seminar Schedule & Updates: www.NESaltwaterShow.com

@® HAWKS - from page
13

help the Hawks secure the
win by 0.28 seconds in a
photo finish.

Jordan was on the shortlist
of favorites to clinch an indi-
vidual title. Although he just
missed, he was thrilled to still
take home gold as part of the
relay team.

“It was awe, it was accep-
tance that this was my last
event that I would swim in
high school, and it was mak-
ing up for falling short,” said
Jordan of what went through
his mind when he and Hawks
clinched the championship.
“l am a champion and our
team is a champion, we
needed to win.”

As he prepares to gradu-

@ CCRI - from page 13

Logan Martins on the podium after taking third at states last week.

® MARTINS - from page 13

ate, Jordan was proud to not
only help Hendricken get
back on top last season, but
to repeat as champs this time
around while laying a foun-
dation for the future in the
program.

“It’s beautiful. Last year
we came back after a two-
year drop. Not only was I
part of the jumpstart, but I
was part of continuing it fur-
ther. I believe (the younger
swimmers) will come back
ready to work. They know
what the standard is,” said
Jordan.

Hendricken’s relay team
of Rocco Czaja, Hunter An-
drews, Avery Cover and Jor-
dan won the 400.

Jordan took second in the
100 free for Hendricken and

Also competing at states for Johnston last week was Luke Sharpless.

third in the 50 free. Hen-
dricken’s relay team of
Tristan Andrews, Hunter An-
drews, Cover and Jordan
took second in the 200 free.

Hendricken’s relay team
of Czaja, Ben Ranney, Liam
Kelly and Tristan Andrews
took fourth in the 200 med-
ley.

Rocco later placed fifth in
the backstroke for Hendrick-
en while Tristan Andrews
took fifth in the breaststroke.

Cranston West’s Alexan-
der Tremblay led the Crans-
ton co-op by taking eighth in
the 200 individual medley.
The co-op’s relay team of
Tremblay, Jayden Symonds,
Runlin Liu and Eri Ogunde
placed ninth in the 400 free.

to cheering them on at the National Tour-

ment to their talent and hard work, as well
as the outstanding leadership of Coach
Doug Haynes and the CCRI Athletics staff.
I am so proud of the team and look forward

nament.”

The NJCAA Division III Women’s Bas-
ketball Selection Show took place on
Wednesday, March 5, where the Knight’s
seed and matchup for the National Tourna-

ment was determined.
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Reed defends NOAA on US Senate floor

By CAPT. DAVE MONTI
Special to the SunRise

It makes good economic sense to
fund NOAA as their 2023 annual bud-
get was $6.8 billion, yet fisheries alone
have an estimated annual economic
impact of over $400 billion. This im-
pact is just the Fisheries side of NOAA
with no weather/atmospheric benefits
noted.

Last Thursday an estimated 600 to
880 NOAA employes received layoff
notices, most were employees classi-
fied as probationary, meaning they
were hired recently or had recently
been promoted to a new position. Of-
ficials responsible for the layouts re-
fused to provide the media with details
on the number of employees that re-
ceived layoff notices.

NOAA is responsible for a broad
range of research and data supporting
agriculture, fisheries, aviation, trans-
portation, marine, weather forecasting
(tornadoes, hurricanes, wild fire con-
ditions) and energy sectors. It’s mis-
sion (visit Our mission, values and vi-
sion | National Oceanic and Atmo-
spheric Administration) is “to under-
stand and predict changes in climate,
weather, ocean, and coasts, to share
that knowledge and information with
others, and to conserve and manage
coastal and marine ecosystems and re-
sources.”

After layoffs were announced last
Thursday in an NRP story Janet Coit,
Chief of NOAA Fisheries under the
Biden administration (and Rhode Is-
land resident), said NOAA cuts could
“hollow the ability of NOAA Fisher-
ies. It raises the question, she says:
“How do you support the growth of
our seafood sector while simultane-
ously eviscerating the agency that’s
responsible for sustainable manage-
ment and many other aspects of sup-
porting our seafood sector?”

Last Wednesday, Senator Jack Reed
of Rhode Island took to the Senate
floor to defend NOAA, its work, em-
ployees and budget. Senator Reed said,
“Mr. President, my key topic this
morning is to speak about the tremen-
dous value that NOAA—the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion—provides the American people.
Destroying NOAA... would be an
enormous blunder that would hurt our
economy, hamper innovation, and in-
crease the risks to American lives and
property. The fact is that NOAA ac-
counts for just one-tenth of 1 percent
of the Federal budget. Yet it is deliver-
ing information and research that are
absolutely vital to our economic pros-
perity.”

To see Senator Reed’s complete
comments supporting NOAA and their
efforts in the region and nation, visit
the Congressional Record at CREC-
2025-02-26-senate.pdf or see the vid-
co at ‘An Enormous Blunder’: Jack
Reed Warns Against Cutting NOAA
Funding.

Your support of NOAA and the fish-
ing community is much appreciated.

Cape Cod Salties
Annual Open House

The Cape Cod Salties (CCS) Sport-
fishing Club held their annual open
house Wednesday, Feb. 26 at the Yar-
mouth, MA Senior Center. Over 100
people attended the event with fifteen
saltwater research and fishing related
organizations displaying information
and answering questions at tables.

Jonathan Ungerland, CCS President
said, “This is our second annual open
house, a great tradition growing with
area organizations and members mak-
ing them aware of our work in the
community advocating for fisheries.”
Groups participating in the event in-
cluded MA Division of Marine Fisher-

Senator Jack Reed took to the Senate floor last week to defend NOAA's work, employees and budget. Submitted photos

ies, UMass Striped Bass Research
Team, Cape Cod Trout Unlimited,
Cape Downwinders, Waquoit Bay Fish
Company, Save Our Bay MA. Barn-
stable Association of Recreational
Shellfishing, Friends of Bass River,
Ocean Conservancy. Rhode Island
Saltwater Anglers Association, WHOI
- Seagrant, and Riverview Bait and
Tackle.

Congratulations Cape Cod Salties
for another successful year serving the
fishing community on the Cape.

New England Saltwater
Fishing Show this weekend

The New England Saltwater Fishing
Show is this weekend Friday, March 7
to Sunday, March 9, 2025, at the Rhode
Island Convention Center. The Show
features tackle, rods, reels, lures, elec-
tronics, charter guides, boats, motors,
accessories, clothes and much more.

Visit www.nesaltwatershow.com for
the seminar updates and information
on the show. Children 11 and under
admitted free and on Sunday, March 9,
Family Day, all women are admitted
free. Adults who enter the show can
register to win a Free Fishing Charter
Trip with Capt. Connor MacLeod of
Tall Tailz Charters for up to six peo-
ple. You can purchase raffle tickets for
three custom rods donated by Ralph
Craft of Crafty One Customs, with the
rods displayed at the RISAA member-
ship booths. Tickets at the door are
$15.

Where’s the bite?

Cod. Party boat fishing and a few
smaller charter boats continue to fish
for cod south of Cape Cod and off
Rhode Island waters. Visit Fishing
Machine Charters, Pt. Judith, RI at
www.fishingmachinecharters.com;
www.islandcurrent.com and www.
francesfleet.com.Fishing. Full day
rates for party boat vessels are gener-
ally $130 to $135 per adult and around
$80 for those under 12 years old.

Freshwater fishing. Check ice condi-
tions with local cities and towns to
make sure ice is safe for fishing or
skating. For stocked ponds in Massa-
chusetts visit Mass Wildlife at Trout
stocking report | Mass.gov. The Rhode
Island Department of Environmental
Management (DEM) stocked thirteen
waterways last week for updates visit
Designated Trout Waters | Rhode Is-
land Department of Environmental
Management.

Dave Monti holds a master captain’s
license and charter fishing license. He

serves on a variety of boards and com-
missions and has a consulting business
focusing on clean oceans, habitat
preservation, conservation, renewable

energy, and fisheries related issues
and clients. Forward fishing news and
photos to dmontifish@verizon.net or
visit www.noflukefishing.com.
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Sainristil earns All-N.E. honors in weight throw

FROM STAFF REPORTS

Senior Samantha Sainristil (Crans-
ton) earned All-New England honors
with a second place finish in the weight
throw (17.02m) at the 2025 New Eng-
land Div. III Women’s Indoor Track
and Field Championship, held at The
Track at New Balance on Saturday.

Rhode Island College finished tied
for 16th (28 teams) with a team score
of 13.0. Williams finished first with a
team score of 142.50.

RIC trailed only Southern Maine for
second among Little East institutions
competing at the meet.

Sainristil’s effort was the second-
longest of her career.

Quiana Pezza (Cranston finished
14th in the triple jump (10.80m).

In upcoming action, Rhode Island
College will compete at the 2025 NEI-
CAAA Championship, held at the Reg-
gie Lewis Center on Friday and Satur-
day, March 7-8.

Motta earns NE honors
in weight throw

Junior Brandon Mota (West War-
wick) earned All-New England honors
and won the N.E. Championship with
a first place finish in the weight throw
(17.38m) at the 2025 New England
Div. III Men’s Indoor Track and Field
Championship, held at The Track at
New Balance on Saturday.

Rhode Island College finished tied
for 13th (32 teams) with a team score
of 13.0. Amherst finished first with a
team score of 109.0.

RIC trailed only Southern Maine for
second among Little East institutions
competing at the meet.

Sophomore Enrique Edjang (Provi-
dence) earned All-New England Hon-
ors with an eighth place finish in the
weight throw (15.76m).

Senior Garrett Jones (Beacon Falls,
Conn.) finished 19th in the triple jump

(12.80m).
Junior Shamus Culhane (North
Kingstown) finished 22nd in the

weight throw (14.44m).

Sophomore Will Schiller (Smith-
field) finished 35th in the 400m
(50.41).

In upcoming action, Rhode Island
College will compete at the 2025 NEI-
CAAA Championship, held at the Reg-
gie Lewis Center on Friday and Satur-
day, March 7-8.

Anchormen fall in semis

Senior guard Dwayne Robinson-
O’Hagan (Woonsocket) posted 19
points and dished out five assists as
No. 3-seeded Rhode Island College
ended the season in an 81-68 overtime
loss at No. 2-seeded Western Con-
necticut in semifinal action of the
2025 Little East Men’s Basketball
Championship played at the William
A. O’Neill Center on Thursday night.

The Anchormen wasted no time get-
ting comfortable as they opened up the
game on a 22-9 run within the first 10
minutes.

Five minutes later, senior guard

Deyshawn Tengbeh (East Providence)
knocked down a triple to give RIC a
14-point, 29-15, lead.

It was the hosts who made a late run
in the first half, however, the Anchor-
men headed into the locker room lead-
ing by 10, 36-26.

The Wolves would open up an 11-3
run to begin the second half and cut
their deficit down to just two, 39-37,
five minutes into the final 20 minutes.

WestConn trailed, 62-57, with 1:37
remaining, but a key turnover and
missed free throw attempts opened the
door for the hosts to come back and
force an extra session.

The Anchormen’s offensive rhythm
ended with regulation, as the Wolves
outscored RIC, 18-5, to secure a berth
in the conference final.

Fifth-year = forward  Ousmane
Kourouma (Woonsocket) finished with
12 points and a game-high 15 re-
bounds. Sophomore guard Cameron
Wilson (Bear, Del.) posted a career-
high 12 points and seven rebounds.

Transactions

ADDRESS SELLERS BUYERS DATE PRICE | ADDRESS SELLERS BUYERS DATE PRICE
COVENTRY JOHNSTON
] PaFience In 3Kids LLC ) Whiord, Dawn ) 24 $373,000 120-1/2 Pine Hill Ave Cascade Funding Mtg T Hb1 Macario, Guillermo R and Cabrera, Danny R 204 $252,200
16 Pinehurst Rd Mason, Emily L Masterson, Morgan T and Chadwick, Alexander ) W4 $295,500 il ik ] ind b P Trocehi Ltand Tiroceht oseoh
1647 Flat River Rd Garcia, Philip N Santos, Paulo A 2114 $270000 1603 Plainfield Pike Lot H5 emlma,Lln a A . lose.p P Tirocchi Lt and Tirocchi, Joseph P 22 $100,000
93 Sunset Lake Cir Lot 26 Westwood Const Inc James M Veset T and Veset, James M 214 $697900 | 3BarbaraCt Haskins, Glenn C and Trask-Haskins, Deborah A~ Maria Hope Gaskell T 2112 $550000
24 Watercress Ct Girard, Nicholas A and Montanaro, Rachel E Beagan, Joseph M and Beagan, Katherine E 210 $460,000 | 4Arcade St Alpha Holdings LLC and J&m Home Buyers LLC ~ Sicard, Carlos 204 $355,000
30 Emest St Petrarca, ohn T Kirtink, Christopher L 20 464999 | g3 pgck il Rd Florio, David and Johnson, Matthew Bever, Brian V and Vazquez, Enid 2118 $379,000
42 Sherwood Valley Ln Lombardi, Santo Stroker, Lexine 214 $189,900
49 Willow St Genesis It and Disanto, Jarod D 0xx, Joseph A and Brotherton, Richard 210 $370,000
64 Mohawk St Agb Construction LLC Stringfellow, Peter and Mcnamara, Meaghan 213 $455,400 WARWICK
7 ParkLn Buontempo, Rudolph and Buontempo, Scott Garcia, Phillip 204 $149,000
104 Stone Ave Miller Prop Grp LLC Anderson, Leann and Anderson, Michael 21 $515,000
CRANSTON 113 Van Zandt Ave Waxman, Michael S Dairbi, Tamar 20 $475,520
o o 13 Silver Lake Ave Walter King Enterprises L Francisco, Karla M and Jovin, Michael 212 $375,000
133 Fordson Ave Lot 1 Apleq,Andrea o Cgracluolq, Michael and Caracciolo, Kimberly ~ 2/7 $233,000 24 Ninigret St Flagstar Bk Flagstar Bk a1 $334492
15 Marlow St Dimaio, John V and Dimaio, Joan M Dimaio, Michael J 21 $455,000 25 Short§ usso Anthany T and Russo, Carahvn B Dinh Tra " —
18 Harding Ave Willams, Angenie LfwLC 2 $306000 ot usso, Anthony T and Russo, Carolyn in, T me
34 Fernwood Dr Slink, Mary E and Slink, William T Slinko, Mary E 207 $315000 | 30Gilbert Stuart Dr Robert & Marie Perrone Lt and Perrone, Robert ) Knipper, Michael and Knipper, Marysol 210 $1175,000
35 Hines Farm Rd Perez, Sheny M Agency Group LLC 21 $495,000 | 30 Shippen Ave Reall Prop LLC Pike, Eric E 2110 $507500
35 Ledgewood Dr Pantano, Mario D and Pantano, Catherine Fitzgerald, John D and Fitzgerald, Graciela 26 §552600 | 35 Missouri Dr CalvettiJr, Craig A and Calvett, Farrah P Gonzalez, Erick A0 S4T4500
4332 PostBd Lot 0 Sciara, Georgene Sunshine Dev Inc 21 8055000 | gty chore R ot 214, Pacesetter 6p LC e nvest LC um §i90000
5 Lake Garden Dr Giorgio, Viictor V and Giorgio, Eric J Eisner, Jessica 21 $440,000 o
50 Betsey Willams Dr Ciof-Donley, Darlene § Vakharia,lamsheed and Vakharia, Lisa n seesoo | 2924 W Shore Rd Lot7I0 Hley, Willam ) Chehy 3rd, oseph W 20 5300000
57 Laura Cir Capirchio, Fiorvante D Moreau, Nicholas J 26 $655,000 | 479 Providence St Lot B1 Poore, Kristen R Murray Jr, David 2110 $280,000
85 Alton St Rodriguez, Edwin Linera, Tomas E 21 $190,000 | 78 Horse Neck Rd Rose Rity & Family Invest Day Ir, Harry A 1716 $
EAST GREENWICH WEST WARWICK
115 Westfield D Liesching, John R and Liesching, Robb: Rao, Vi d Rao, Kathl 116 1,679,000 . L ) -
e 15CING O FanGHEschng, Foooyn A0, Tnay anchao, Ry ’ 10 Grace Ct Delfino, Linda V and Desmarais, Lisa V Delfino, Chelsea and Mis, David 2118 $309,000
EXETER 199 River Farms Dr Lot 199 C?nno\ly,l Kr|sten and gonnolly, Heather Dellaventura, Robert 2118 $324900
236 Andrews Ave Diaz, Christine L and Diaz, Jose A Streeter, Bryan and Streeter, Luara 218 $479.900
597 S County Tr Lot 203 Jade Investment Group LLC Rhode Is Auto Storage LLC 212 $469000 | 34Willow St Elvira Manna Irt and Manna, Gaetano T Sinf Realty LLC A1 $340000
597 S County Tl Lot 204 Jade Investment Group LLC Rhode Is Auto Storage LLC 2 $469000 | 52 Narragansett Ave Fath, Marion ) Mathieu, Tyler 2014 $340900
88 Clyde St Ford, Philip and Ford, Michael Kritter, Dylan L 2118 $390,000

This copyrighted material is compiled from public records and re-printed under agreement with the Warren Group of Boston.
Not every community is reported each week. To report a data error, call 617-896-5310 or send an email to transfersatthewarrengroup.com
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RI Philharmonic presents Rhapsody in Blue
March 14 & 15 The VETS

The Rhode Island Philharmonic Orchestra presents
Rhapsody in Blue with conductor Aram Demirjian and pia-
nist Jeffrey Biegel for two performances at The VETS, 1

Avenue of the Arts, Providence:
Saturday, March 15 at 7:30pm
as part of the TACO Classical
Series, and Friday, March 14 at
6:30PM, as part of the Amica
Rush Hour Series. Both concerts
feature the RI Phil premiere of
Ives’ Fugue (from Symphony
No. 4), the RI Phil premiere of
Peter Boyer’s Rhapsody in Red,
White & Blue, Gershwin’s
Rhapsody in Blue, and the RI
Phil premiere of Dawson’s Ne-
gro Folk Symphony.

Aram Demirjian,

“Featuring a mix of beloved classics
and exciting new works, this March
concert celebrates the rich and
diverse musical traditions that have
shaped American orchestral music.”

— David Beauchesne, Rl Philharmonic
Orchestra & Music School Executive Director

music.”

Philharmonic premieres, but we are also a part of a historic
musical milestone in presenting Rhapsody in Red, White,
& Blue by Rhode Island composer Peter Boyer, celebrating
the centennial of George Gershwin’s seminal work, Rhap-
sody in Blue,” said Rhode Island Philharmonic Orchestra

musical traditions that have shaped American orchestral

Tickets start at $20 and are available at tickets.riphil.org

or 401.248.7000. Three-concert
subscriptions are available for
the TACO Classical Series. Sub-
scriber benefits include access
to the virtual concert archive,
the best pricing as well as the
best seats in the house, includ-
ing the opportunity to always
have the same seats at every
concert and convenient flexibil-
ity with easy-to-accommodate
ticket options if any conflicts
arise. For subscriptions, tickets
and more information visit

“This program is exceptional b 'nf:czindhuitor ) & Music School Executive Director David Beauchesne. S{Zf;:z?eslel?;:)’ E;j?;:: tickets.riphil.org  or  call
in many ways. Not only are we ~ >UPTI8d PIOTO COUTESY ™ «peatyring a mix of beloved classics and exciting new P ey 401.248.7000.
g of Rl Philharmonic : - > of Rl Philharmonic
presenting three Rhode Island Orchestra works, this March concert celebrates the rich and diverse Orchestra

Full event line-up announced for Providence Culinary Collective

The Providence Warwick Convention &
Visitors Bureau (PWCVB) announced that
ticket sales are live for its inaugural Provi-
dence Culinary Collective, happening
March 27-30, 2025 in locations throughout
Providence.

The Providence Culinary Collective,
alongside the inaugural Rhode Island Wine
Experience (Wine X) produced in partner-
ship with RMO PR, is also excited to share
its full, multi-day schedule of events featur-
ing signature tastings and specially curated
paired dinners that honor the city’s culinary
legacy and reflect its brand.

“GoProvidence, with the help of our tal-
ented community partners, has curated a
first-of-its-kind food and wine experience
for Providence locals and visitors to enjoy,”
said Kristen Adamo, President and CEO of
the PWCVB. “The Providence Culinary
Collective brings together seasoned and
emerging talent to truly showcase our area’s
culinary prowess in one delicious and di-
verse celebration. Throughout this four-day
event, you will gather at the city’s pictur-
esque rooftops, dine among celebrity chefs,
learn from the country’s top culinary profes-

sors, and enjoy expertly-prepared meals in-
side some of Providence’s most historic
buildings. Providence has long been a desti-
nation for authentic cuisine, supported by
the talent of Johnson & Wales University
alumni and a thriving dining culture. We are
excited to continue sharing this with the
world during the Providence Culinary Col-
lective.”

“Wine X is a vision I’ve been nurturing
for some time - a way to highlight Provi-
dence’s culinary culture while introducing
renowned wines,” said Rosanna Ortiz,
founder of RMO PR and Wine X. “As
someone who believes in the power of com-
munity, | wanted to create an experience
that brings people together to explore ex-
ceptional wine, forge lasting connections,
and honor the heart and soul of Providence.”

Other Providence Culinary Collective
partners include: Johnson & Wales Univer-
sity, Hope & Main, Food Trucks In, Rhode
Island PBS and The Public’s Radio’s Un-
corking the Future, and national media
partner SAVEUR.

Events are being held in conjunction with
Lil Rhody Laugh Riot, a new four-day com-

BEACONMEDIA presents

7th Annual

WEDNESDAY,
APRIL 23"°
12-3PM

warwick mall

400 Bald Hill Rd., Warwick, Rl

A Fun Filled Family Event featuring
ENTERTAINMENT ¢ DEMONSTRATION
GIVEAWAYS

Barcoon IwisTING

ov Aiurwirss

photos with Dinosaurs!

For more information contact Donna at 401.732.3100 or DonnaZ@RhodyBeat.com

edy festival happening simultaneously

in multiple venues in the city and featuring Leslie Jones.

Kevin Hart, Matt Rife, Aziz Ansari and
Find more details at

more than 20 comedians including LilRhodyLaughRiot.com.
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Lenten sacrifices focus on meaningful acts

any Christians are now
in the season of Lent,
the period between Ash

Wednesday (yesterday) and Eas-
ter. During these 40 days, Chris-
tians typically observe Jesus’
fasting in the desert before begin-
ning his ministry.

As a child, I remember observ-
ing Lent by having to give up
something | enjoyed eating and
refraining from eating meat on
Fridays. This was not a particu-
larly pleasant time for me—giv-
ing up my precious candy was
difficult, and I hated fish.

As a child, I failed to under-
stand the reason behind giving up
my favorite candies for Lent—
Bit-O’Honey, Mary Janes, Jujy
Fruits, gumdrops, Good & Plen-
ty, Boston Baked Beans, Necco
Wafers, Chuckles, and Sugar
Daddies.

Once a week, my father would
drive to downtown Providence
on Route 10 (since Route 95 had
not yet been built), where he

would send me, alone, into a little
hole-in-the-wall store to purchase
his favorite cigars. He would al-
ways give me a nickel, and I
would carefully pick out five
pieces of penny candy.

Every Friday during Lent, the
smell of fish frying in the pan
makes me nauseous. I would pre-
tend to eat it, all while sneaking
pieces to our family dog, who sat
anxiously at my feet, waiting for
me to drop unwanted morsels.

I was overjoyed when Easter
finally arrived, mostly because I
knew a large basket of candy
would be waiting for me—deliv-
ered by the Easter Bunny, of
course. However, I could not eat
any of it right away, as we had to
fast for three hours before receiv-
ing communion. I impatiently
had to wait until after church to
finally enjoy my treats. Excitedly,
I would put on my new Easter
dress, patent leather shoes, and
Easter bonnet and my mom and I
would head off to church.

Life
Matters

with Linda Petersen

Of course, the real meaning of
Lent goes beyond simply giving
up favorite foods. It is a season of
spiritual reflection, repentance,
and preparation for Easter. As a
child, T didn’t fully understand
this—but as an adult, I do.

I intentionally try to cheer
people up, and sincere compli-
ments naturally flow from me. If
someone is wearing a pretty col-
or, a cute blouse, or has beautiful,
flowing curls, I make sure to
compliment them. I can almost
always find something to praise.
(My mother was great at that—if
my room was a mess and she
wanted to give me a compliment,
she’d look around, then up, and
say, “My, what a pretty ceiling

you have!”)

When I’'m out in the commu-
nity, I make a point to greet peo-
ple with eye contact, a smile, and
a cheerful “Good morning!” or
“Good afternoon!” Most people
smile back, and for some, it may
be the only smile they receive
that day. I’ve also found that if
I’m feeling grumpy, returning a
smile lifts my spirits too—so it’s
a simple gesture that benefits
both others and myself.

As an extra act of sacrifice
during Lent, 1 take the time to
write heartfelt cards to people
who have had a significant im-
pact on my life. Each card is cute
and fun, with a personal message
of gratitude. With my busy sched-
ule, setting aside time for this can
be a challenge, which makes it
feel like a meaningful Lenten
sacrifice.

Lent is also a meaningful time
for me to give back to the Church
Beyond Walls, a street church
community in Providence that

serves many individuals experi-
encing homelessness. For about
$100 on Amazon, I purchase a
bulk supply of 150 personal care
travel kits, each containing es-
sentials like a toothbrush and
toothpaste, mouthwash, a nail
file, a sewing kit, a shaving set,
and wet wipes. The product de-
scription amusingly claims they
are “beautifully designed to bring
elegance to any upscale proper-
ty”—which should add a touch of
sophistication to Burnside Park,
where the church service is held.
My Lenten sacrifices focus on
meaningful acts of kindness rath-
er than simply giving up small
indulgences. Instead of forgoing
candy or only eating fish on Fri-
days, I choose to use my time and
resources to uplift others. These
acts may require more effort, but
they bring a deeper sense of pur-
pose and connection, making my
Lenten journey truly fulfilling.

® LIBRARIES from page 11

“We’re really honing in
on how we can target Gen
Z,” says senior Madison
Jones, who is also taking
part in the competition.
“We are using Instagram,
TikTok and YouTube to get
the message out.”

The students are working
with libraries around the
region, from Block Island
to Swansea to all three cit-
ies and towns on Aquid-
neck Island. “Libraries are

Television and social media can just make
you feel more aggravated. Any time you
give people a chance to read, it activates
their minds and makes them more curious.

— Jon Anderson

Director of the Marian J. Mohr Library

in Johnston

really the living rooms of
communities,” said Alexan-
dra Cos, a senior who is al-
so part of the Bateman
team. “They are for every-
one, no matter what.”

The students’ feelings are
mirrored by those of local
librarians.

“Our regular patrons
know the services we pro-
vide,” said Barta. “But
when we get new people or
people that are coming back
for the first time in a while,
they’re often surprised be-

cause they think they’re go-
ing to have to pay some-
thing. There’s a lot of joy
from realizing that transac-
tions can exist where you
don’t have to buy a coffee
or buy a sandwich to use the
WiFi.”

“If you want to learn
something, you don’t have
to enroll in a course that
costs thousands of dollars,”
he says. “You can just come
to the library and try it out
for free.”

The study also found that

lower income people see
the most benefits from us-
ing the public library.
“There is something for
everyone at the library,”
said Garcia. “Whether you
are checking out something
to read or view, using our
free public computers or
free Wi-Fi, attending a
class, a program, viewing
an art exhibit or just coming
into the building to be
around other people and
have a sense of community.
The library is here for all.”

“Keeping a child enter-
tained is an expensive prop-
osition,” Barta said. “It
makes sense that we add
value by providing free ser-
vices.”

Aside from books and
movies, local libraries also
have other benefits for card
holders, numbers for which
vary by municipality. Forty-
one percent of Cranston
residents hold library cards,
while in Warwick it’s 37
percent (the state average).
It is much lower in Johnston

at 19 percent.

In 2024 there were 47,019
books checked out at Mari-
an J. Mohr Library, the lone
public library in Johnston.
Warwick and Cranston saw
numbers of 308,522 and
352,346 respectively be-
tween all their branches.

Program attendance is al-
so important to note, and
the three library systems be-
tween them had nearly
3,000 youth and adult pro-
grams last year, with atten-
dance numbers ranging

BUSINESS SERVIC

from 3,920 in Johnston to
25,763 in Warwick. Crans-
ton was close behind with
25,241.

The Johnston library has
just started promoting writ-
ers groups for adults, and is
actively recruiting for the
library’s Friends group. In
Warwick, Barta provides
free notary services, and the
library also loans out a wide
variety of items ranging
from a wet vac and an air
fryer to bocce sets and a
portable turntable.

Electrical Flooring Home Improvements Masonry Painting Plumbing & Heating
ELECTRICAL EAST COAST Weatherproof CEMENT C & J Painting E.W. FLAGG
SERVICES WOOD FLOORS Home Improvement I\C'{IASONléY W(gl}K Interior/Exterior Plumbing & Heating
Installed « Sand : o imneys = Floors = Patios ", hi New & Old
Call/Text Larry Interior/Exterior Painting  prj = Steps <+ Wallw: owerwasning . :
Finish « Refinish VEWays = oleps = Walkways Free Estimat Installations - Repairs
Leave Message Insured » Senior Discounts  Roofing - Siding - Gutters - Decks Repairs = Free Estimates ason e | Craig Water Hoators
401-529-2087 Cell 265-364.4. Dennis Ron 397-1891 378-8525 o 743-2554 Commercial & Residential
Masters Licenses Reg. #115124 732-9218 Cell 639-2942 Reg. #22833 739-6155
Rl #A3338 Reg. #6326 Licensed & Bonded Insured
MA #16083A Mirabella _ STEVEN G. RUHLE
Insured Handyman Construction Oil Tank Removal PAINTING -
itch h Interior & Exterior Rubbish Removal
Valco Electric John’s Construction Kitchen & _Bat Why wait for your oil tank to leak? Small Exteriors
Residential Specialist Handyman Services Remodeling Old oil tanks removed Neat, Clean Workmanship Liber tY House

Electrical Upgrades
Trouble Shooting & Repairs

Prompt & Courteous Service
401-921-3143

Lic. #A3990 AmEx/Disc/MC/Visa Insured

Painting - Windows
Carpentry
942-1729

15% OFF next project with ad.
Reg. #24655 ~  Insured

Premium Renovations
Tailored to Perfection
No job too big or too small

Rl Reg #38119
Insured

401-556-5995

Licensed Rl Waste Transporter
Drum Disposal
Newton B. Washburn, LLC.
Insured ® Reg. #27176 ® #RI877

401-647-9606

639-0967

Free Estimates
Reg. 12067 - Insured

Plastering

Fencing

Reilly Fence Inc.
Professional installations of
Vinyl + Wood + Aluminum
Chainlink Fences
Insured - Free Estimates
Call & book an appt. today!
228-3647 Reg. #40392

To place your ad, please
call Ida at 732-3100

DEADLINE: Thursday 3 PM

Harold Greco Jr.
Plaster Perfection
ALL Small Repair Specialist
Emergency Water Damage Repairs
Historic Restorations
Painting
Senior, Veterans & Cash Discounts
Integrity & Passion
ALL MAINTENANCE

Reg. #4114 %  Member BBB %  Est.1946

callnow! 738-0369

Junk Removal, Inc.
We remove one item
or content of entire house.
Sheds and hot tubs
FREE ESTIMATES
15 years of reliable service
Reg. #2983 & Insured

401-286-0505

Winter Cleanups
House - Cellars -
Garages - Moving?
Anything hauled away, some for FREE!
30 yrs. - Reliable Service!
T41-2781 Lic.1373719- Insured
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Classifieds

OFFICE HOURS: Monday thru Friday 9:00 AM - 4:30 PM
TOPLACE OR CANCEL A CLASSIFIED AD:

Call 732-3100 by —
» 3PM Thursday for
Cranston Herald (Thursday),
Johnston Sun Rise (Thursday),
Warwick Beacon (Thursday) &
The Reminder (Wednesday)

Please Check Your Ad!

WWe make every effort to carefully proofread all
advertisements, however, we ask you to check
your ad the first time it appears. If you find an
error, call 732-3100 so that we may correct it in the
next publication. Beacon Media shall not be liable
for errors or omissions in, or failure to insert, any
advertisement for which it may be responsible
beyond the cost of the actual space occupied by the
item in which error or omission or failure to ingert
occurred. Advertiser will be entitled to refund of
advertisement price or insertion in next issue at
advertiser's option.

LINEADS:
20 Words - $35.00 per week

each additional word $1.00

bold first line $4.00

Includes Warwick Beacon, Cranston Herald
and Johnston Sun Rise

Add The Reminder for an additional $10/week

BUSINESS SERVICE ADS:

$35.00 per column inch per week*
Includes Warwick Beacon, Cranston Herald and

Johnston Sun Rise
*Ad Must Run 4 Consecutive Weeks

Add The Reminder:

$8.00 per column inch, Ad Must Run 4 Consecutive Weeks.

Email ads to: Classifieds@rhodybeat.com

CRED'T POL'CY We accept all major credit cards. We wil bill ling-by-line classified ads (with the exception of YARD SALE ADS) to customers
adding $1.50 billing fee. Business Service ads must be prepaid until a Credit Application has been approved and account established.

| Apartments For Lease

APARTNMENT
FOR LEASE

Imperial House
940 Namgquid Drive, Warwick

Apartments For Lease

3-Room Apartment « Second Floor
Hardwood Floors « Laundry Room
Heat & Hot Water Included
Balcony with Garden View
NON-SMOKING « NO PETS

RENT: $1600

BCI Required - Income Verification - Very Quiet

Sholes Properties
401-463-5600

CLASSIFIED AD FORM

20 Words -*35/week

*Add $1for each additional word

Includes Warwick Beacon, Cranston Herald and Johnston Sun Rise

U Add The Reminder for an additional $10/week

U BOLD TYPE
$4.00 per week. First line only.

Please print clearly - One word per box
Phone number is one word.
Not responsible for words we cannot read.

| Apartments For Rent Home Improvement

WEST WARWICK/CLYDE: Very CHOICE SOFTWASHING:

spacious, 2bdr. 3rd floor, heat &
hot water included. Off street
parking. $260/weekly. Security
deposit $1000. Call Tim: 401-
301-4465.

Homes, Decks, Fences, Patios,
Roofs, Awnings, Trash Bins.
Commercial & Residential. Fully
Insured. Free Estimates. 401-
241-7136, Jon.

Autos Wanted

Houses Wanted

JUNK CARS WANTED. Up to
$500 paid. Call 401-895-7351
for quote.

CLASSIC CARS WANTED!
Looking for American or Eu-
ropean vehicles. Restored or
needing work. Collections or
single cars. Will pay finder’s fee
for referrals. Call 508-326-6359.

Help Wanted

CLEANERS: 1st & 2nd Shift,
20-25 hours per week, Monday-
Saturday. $15/hour. Must have
valid Driver’s License, reliable
vehicle and clean BCI. Great
job for retirees! Call Joe, 401-
301-1162.

CARPET CLEANING TECH-
NICIANS/TRAINEES: $700+/
Week. Valid Driver’s License.
BCI required. Call Joe, 401-
258-9648

NOW HIRING: Drivers, Cooks,
Cashiers. All shifts available.
Apply within: Twisted Pizza,
1690 West Shore Rd., Warwick.
401-439-7671.

WE BUY HOUSES: Any condi-
tion!! Quick sale!! House needs
work? We don’t mind. Call 401-
595-8703.

Misc. For Sale

ARIENS WOOD SPLITTER.
27-ton. Vertical & horizontal
movement. Motion  Subaru
6-HP. Like new. $1200 OBO.
401-787-6404.

Misc. For Sale

HUSQUARNA  CHAINSAW:
268-Chisel Chain. 20” Batz. Ex-
cellent condition. Runs great.
$500 OBO. 401-787-6404.

Classified
Advertising
Deadline is

3 PM

Thursday

To place your

Get the word out!

please call Ida at

732-3100

ad by phone,

20 words

+$1 each addition word

Name

Address

Town/State

Phone

Price Per Week

# of Weeks Amount Paid

Make checks payable to:

U Check/Money Order Enclosed - Payable to: BEACON MEDIA Rl

Circle One: Account #

BEACON MEDIARI

Security Code Expiration Date

MAIL OR BRING TO:

BEACON MEDIA RI

1944 Warwick Avenue, Warwick Rl 02889
E-Mail: classifieds@rhodybeat.com

Classified Ad Deadline is

THURSDAY AT 3PM
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Dinosaurs are returning
to RWP Zoo this spring.

Submitted photos courtesy
of the Roger Williams
Park Zoo

Dinosaurs Return from Extinction
at Roger Williams Park Zoo

Dinosaurs are back! Sightings of

these prehistoric giants have been re-
ported in the wetlands at Roger Wil-
liams Park Zoo. Have these ancient
creatures taken up residence once

more, or have they been lurking un-
detected for the past 65 million years?

From April 6 through August 10, visi-

tors are invited to journey back to the Juras-
sic era and embark on an unforgettable ad-
venture in the Zoo’s latest exhibit, “Return

of the Dinosaurs,”

where they can step be-

yond the safety of the Zoo’s familiar paths
and venture into uncharted, wild territory,
where colossal brachiosaurs tower over-
head, velociraptors stalk through the brush,
and a fearsome T. Rex awaits to greet the

boldest explorers.

Discover how scientific understanding of
dinosaurs has evolved over time—from
groundbreaking research in paleontology to

their enduring legacy in popular culture.
Whether you’re a lifelong dinosaur enthusi-
ast or a curious adventurer, “Return of the

Dinosaurs” offers an unforgettable, immer-
sive experience for guests of all ages.

This is a one-of-a-kind opportunity to
come face-to-face with some of history’s

most incredible creatures.

V.4
Y focal
8 {/ stopp,

E FILLING STATION

621-8129 Call Phil

ALL
PROPANE | * Open 7 days a week iﬁ% ‘\
TANKS -\ . 0pen all year
FILLED .| " ~Pen &l " *
. HERE )« English & Spanish * o -9’
204 Manton Ave. Phil.Johnston32@gmal.com
(INFRONT OF STOP & SHOP) www.jfcpropane.com

(401) 461-5600 www.budgetrooterservice.com

Drain Problem? No Problem!
Just Call Jim!
40+ Years of Experience

Family Owned

And Operated

“Why Pay More?”

Servicing both Commercial and Residential Clients:
Main Sewer Lines ¢ Sinks * Tubs ¢ Showers ¢ Floor Drains

Video Camera Pipe Inspection &&=

SPECIAL DINOSAUR EVENTS:

Sensory Mornings
April 27 & July 6 = 8-9 am

Special sensory-friendly mornings an hour before the trail opens to the
public: designed for those with autism spectrum disorders (ASD) and sen-
sory processing differences and their families. (Zoo will open at 9 am)

Dinosaur Family Nights
June 14 & August 9 = 5-9 pm

Families can journey back in time and enjoy an evening at the Zoo.

INVEST IN YOUR COMMUNITY.

' Nardone Painting Co.

: INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR WORK

Roofing, Siding and Windows

NOW OFFERING: Carpentry,
Kitchen & Bath Remodeling & Hardwood Floors

Over 40 Years Experience — Quality Work
LICENSED & INSURED “

401-943-1675 )

1 Luciano Nardone 27 Tweed Street, Cranston

=< (all732-3100 to Place Your Ad

,Reach LOCAL

Customers!

ONLY SI 650 PER WEEK

(10-week commitment)

3.42"x2" ad « FREE COLOR WHEN AVAILABLE

g1 Shop ‘Lm:ally’

GOULIN STORAGE
STORAGE CONTAINERS FOR RENT

Stationary at our Johnston location Call for our
or mobile at your location pricing & incentive
for a monthly rental fee. programs
401.837.0048 or 401.626-8737 for long term use.

VERY COMPETITIVE RATES, FAST, RELIABLE COURTEOUS SERVICE

YARD DEBRIS,

JUNK REMOVAL and MORE!
10, 15, 20 & 30 yard containers placed at your location

Call for pricing and availability.
401.626.8737 or 401.837.0048
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