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DAVID A. BONOMA

May 2, 2025

Hon. Judge John Robert Blakey
U. S. District Court for the
Northern District of Illinois
Dirksen Federal Court Building, Room 1288
219 South Dearborn Street
Chicago, IL 60604

Re: Sentencing of Michael J. Madigan, Case No. 22 CR 115
Dear Judge Blakey:

I write respectfully to request that you consider the lifetime of community service,
accomplishments and integrity exhibited by former Speaker Michael Madigan when determining
an appropriate sentence in the referenced case.

Speaker Madigan’s record as a public official spans decades, and includes too many
accomplishments to list in this brief letter. However, I had personal involvement in one of them
that I would like to share with the Court, because it highlights both his record as a public official
and who he is as a person.

In 1997, I was an Assistant State’s Attorney in Cook County, serving as Chief of Staff to then-
State’s Attorney Dick Devine. One of State’s Attorney Devine’s first initiatives following his
election was reforming the State’s juvenile delinquency system to move from a punitive-focused
model to one that incorporated the concepts of balanced and restorative justice. Our office
drafted legislation to accomplish this, and brought the legislation and supporting materials to
Springfield to present to Speaker Madigan.

A large group assembled in his office that February morning to discuss the proposal, including
representatives of our office and members of the Speaker’s staff. After we described what we
were trying to accomplish and why we believed it was the best path for Illinois, Speaker
Madigan spoke. He had clearly read through the extensive materials we had provided. He asked
pointed questions demonstrating a genuine understanding of the law and the policy change we
were proposing. First and foremost, he wanted to understand how it would impact juveniles, as
well as victims, the community and law enforcement.

I recall being impressed and surprised. I assumed that a person in his position would not invest
the type of time needed to understand such a complex proposal. I expected him to ask only about
the political calculus. Publicly he was portrayed almost exclusively in political terms. But that is
not what happened. He demonstrated a sincere interest in understanding whether our proposal
represented good public policy for the State of Illinois.

Some time later, after he had a chance to study our proposal and discuss it with his staff, he
informed us that he would support it. He kept his word.
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David A. Bonoma
Michael J. Madigan Sentencing Letter

I cannot say the same about other legislators with whom we had similar meetings. For some,
their support waxed and waned based upon the shifting pressures from opposing factions, or
negative stories that appeared in the press. But Michael Madigan never wavered from his
commitment. He had a well-known reputation in government and professional circles as
someone whose word could be trusted. When he told you where he stood on something, he
meant it. He did not merely tell you what you wanted to hear.

That important proposal is now the law in Illinois, and it has changed the juvenile justice system
as we know it. Diverse interest groups across the State have since embraced the concept of
balanced and restorative justice.

Subsequent interactions with Speaker Madigan over my years in the State’s Attorney’s Office
and in the 25 years since have confirmed my early impression. Whether in a personal or
professional setting, Speaker Madigan has demonstrated that he is a dedicated public servant and
a trustworthy individual. I learned that day back in 1997 that Michael Madigan is a man of
substance and integrity who cares deeply about the people that he serves. His interest in
supporting and serving his community was sincere.

As Speaker Madigan’s profile has grown, the media focus for many years, unfortunately, has
turned almost exclusively to stories with a perceived political angle designed to grab headlines.
Rarely have we seen stories about his work as a legislative and community leader. When
considering a sentence in this case, I ask that this Court put the events that were the focus of his
trial into the larger context of Michael Madigan as a person of honor and integrity, whose life
work, public service and achievements have had a meaningful impact on the state.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

David A. Bonoma
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John A. Carpenter

May 12, 2025

Honorable Justice Blakey
Northern District Federal Court
219 S. Dearborn St.

Chicago, IL 60604

Dear Justice Blakey:

For nearly 50 years | have been a government relations professional in lllinois and throughout
the United States. In that nearly half century of legislative and executive branch advocacy at the
local, state, and federal levels of government, | have never met a legislator as honest,
principled, or forthright as Michael J. Madigan.

There is no doubt that Mr. Madigan was powerful, nor is there any doubt that he was a master
of the legislative process. At the same time, there should be no doubt that he exercised that
power and mastery judiciously and fairly.

From my informed perspective, Mr. Madigan, as Speaker of the Illinois House and as House
Minority Leader, always dealt with legislative advocates in a straightforward and truthful manner.

If Mr. Madigan were an ally, he would do that which he could to assure success. This quality
was demonstrated for me in a very real, first-hand experience.

While working for a large out-of-state employer with a very strong presence in lllinois, | was
contacted by our corporate tax department seeking advice related to the appeal of our local
property tax bill. | contacted Mr. Madigan to see if he would be interested in handling our case. |
expected that he would appreciate the opportunity to handle our appeal. His reply surprised me.
He told me he did not want the business. The reason he gave was that if he were to accept our
case, he would not be able to support our positions on pending legislation. This demonstrated to
me that Mike Madigan placed his responsibility as a legislator and his commitment to honest
government above any interest in personal gain.

This event immediately formed for me an opinion of Michael J. Madigan as honorable, loyal, and
principled; an opinion which is unchanged and everlasting.

Sincerely,

John A. Carpenter
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this issue and told me that he had set up a meeting for me to have a bill written to address
this issue. A week later | went to Springfield and had to testify before the State Senate. The
bill passed by a unanimous vote.

Today Adam is able to live on his own with the help of aides and his life has been completely
changed for the better.

Now Judge Blakey during these years of trying to help my son to get the help he needed |
have worked with different State agencies and got nowhere. Adam wasn’t a person with
needs he was a number that would only cost the state money. | have worked with 3 different
elected state legislators and got nowhere, barely the time of day. Twice after reaching out to
the Speaker, we were treated with compassion and dignity, and even more importantly he got
things done that has and will forever change my son’s life for the better and this should count
for something.

With all of this help that we have received from the speaker (we do not live in his district) |
have never once been asked for anything, no money, no campaign help or anything else.
Nothing, just glad to have been able to help.

I do not claim to know anything about his case or the others that have come before your
court. | see nothing that our state or our society would benefit from this person going to jail
at his age. He has been found guilty his life’s work will forever be tarnished.

| can only hope that you will take into consideration all of the good he has done for my son
and | am sure many other stories like this before sending this man to jail. | feel there are many
other ways to punish this man besides jail time.

Thank you very much for taking your time in reading this letter.
Sincerely

Jeffery S Carr
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March 25, 2025

Judge John Robert Blakey
United States Court
Northern District of Illinois
219 South Dearborn Street
Chicago, lllinois 60604

Re: Sentencing Letter Regarding Mike Madigan
Dear Judge Blakey,

My name is James Connolly. | am one of 12 children who grew up on the South Side of
Chicago, where we were raised with a strong Catholic faith. My father died when | was 21, and
my mother died when | was 22. As a result, my four eldest siblings and | were then responsible
for raising the seven younger children. At 23, | became the legal guardian of my younger
brothers and sisters, in part so that | could provide them with healthcare. I’'m glad everyone
found their path and became productive citizens, parents, and grandparents.

For the last 25 years | have served as the Business Manager of the Chicago Laborers’
District Council, which consists of 15 locals that represent over 20,000 members that work in
the construction, public, and industrial sectors. The number of people we represent is closer to
80,000 when you include our members’ families and retirees. Prior to the Chicago Laborers’
District Council, | served as Business Manager of Laborers’ Local 4 in Chicago, lllinois, which |
joined in 1971.

| met Mike Madigan over 30 years ago, when he served as a legislator and ward
committeeman. Growing up in Chicago, it was commonly known that a ward committeeman
was the person who helped constituents solve everyday problems and obtain help and
guidance. Whether the issue was garbage pickup, neighborhood issues, graffiti, help for senior
citizens, or any other problem, the ward office was where someone could get an answer or at
the very least pointed in the right direction. It was a service Mike’s office provided to all
residents, no matter who they were or how they voted. From the start, | was struck by how —
unlike some other committeemen — Mike Madigan showed genuine concern for those seeking
out his help.

Once | became Business Manager for the Chicago Laborers’ District Council, however, my
professional relationship with Mike Madigan grew. Our organization works hard to cultivate
relationships in Springfield and throughout the State, and legislation in Springfield often affects
our members, positively or negatively. it was in this context that | got to know Mike Madigan as
a great champion for not just the Labor movement, but all working men and women in lllinois.
He was tireless in fighting attempts to make illinois a “right to work” state, which would have
been disastrous for every single middle-class family in Illinois. He stood strong, even when it
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would have been easier to capitulate, and the entire Labor movement thanks him. There are
many examples of this, as he was always looking out for working people. | learned from Mike
that business and Labor could coexist. At the end of the day, Mike is a true mentor and teacher,
whose principles usually lead to better outcomes for all involved.

Over the years, | would go to dinner with Mike once or twice every couple of months. It
didn’t matter if we were in the city or the suburbs, people would always approach and say some
version of the same two things: “Mr. Madigan, can you help me?” or “Mr. Madigan, you may not
remember me, but | came to you for help years ago and you were able to provide it. | can’t
thank you enough.” It was never about so called big, important things or people. It was always
the smaller things that make a difference in regular persons’ lives. Mike would always show
genuine interest in their story and happiness for them when things had worked out, regardless
of who they were. This wouldn’t happen just occasionally, but at almost every dinner.

While there are too many such encounters to count, | would like to share a couple that
stand out to me. One of the stories Mike was most proud of was when a young man
approached and said something along the lines of, “You don’t know me Mr. Madigan but | want
to apply to the United States Naval Academy and was wondering if you could help me in the
process for nomination.” Though he was from a local high school outside of Mike’s district, Mike
took the young man’s name and contact info and passed it along to Congressman Lipinski’s
Office for consideration. Not only did he get accepted, but Mike told me proudly how seven

years later the boy’s mother approached him while eating dinner to say thank you and report
that he is now a fighter pilot. While Mike saves every thank you note and letter he has ever
received, he has particularly cherished this story.

Another thing that stands out to me were the many conversations that always started
the same way: “Mr. Madigan, our child has serious medical issues and we need your help to get
them the care they need.” The people were looking for direction and guidance, which Mike
gladly gave to them. He did not care who they were or whether they were important. He simply
asked some questions and then did what he could to lend a hand. He always treated them with
kindness and respect. | witnessed this dozens of times.

Mike helped more people than one could possibly remember and most never had a
relationship with him other than in that moment. Mike learned at an early age to help people
and turn nobody away, and it remained true regardiess of what office or title he held. He is
always willing and able to help people in need, regardless of who they are, and expects nothing
in return. That is the Mike Madigan | came to know and respect.

| have also seen how Mike Madigan is a great husband and father to his four children,
Lisa, Tiffany, Nicole, and Andrew. He and his wife Shirley always put education first, as reflected
by his children’s success and resilience. Mike and Shirley always made sure their kids were
accountable, and held them to a higher standard than most kids growing up. Mike did not stop
being a father when his children left the house, and to this day he checks in with them often
and has dinner with them muitiple times a week. He also sees his grandchildren frequently,

2
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sometimes even picking them up from school when their parents are working. Many people
know Mike Madigan liked to golf when he was younger. But what most people don’t know is
that he picked it up because his teenage son enjoyed it and it was a way for them to be closer.
Though Shirley has become ill and Mike is now her primary caretaker, he has not waivered as a
father and continues to see his children as often as he can.

In closing, this isn’t an easy letter to write because Mike Madigan has done so much for
so many people over his entire career. There is nobody with whom | would rather share a
foxhole. This is not simply because of his accomplishments — which | do not believe will ever be
matched by a public servant in lllinois — but because he is a man of his word who has
demonstrated time and again how much he truly cares about working people, his constituents,
and his family.

Your Honor, | believe this information —and a million more similar stories | could tell —
helps to paint a full picture of who Mike Madigan is, and | respectfully request that you take it

into consideration in connection with his sentence.

Sincerely Yours,

James P. Connolly
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The Honorable Judge John Robert Blakey

EVERETT MCKINLEY DIRKSEN UNITED STATES COURTHOUSE
March 26, 2025
Page Two

comments, though he did not always concur. We greatly appreciated his candor and
consideration as well as the courtesy he extended to us.

I know of the recent conviction and upcoming sentencing of Michael Madigan. I hope that my
positive personal experiences and observations described in this letter add insight, and merit
consideration by the Court in its difficult task of sentencing.

Very truly yours,

/s Keviv J. Cormway

Kevin J. Conway
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In summary, Speaker Madigan exemplifies the qualities of a great leader and a compassionate
individual. His contributions have left a significant and positive imprint on our community, and I
am grateful for the opportunities I had to work alongside him. His wisdom, kindness, and
unwavering commitment to public service have been an inspiration to many, including myself.

Sincerely,

Martin Durkan
Assistant to the President-Business Manager, [UOE Local 150
Former Commissioner of the MWRD
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April 10, 2025

The Honorable John Robert Blakey

United States District Court

219 South Dearborn Street, Courtroom 1203
Chicago, IL 60604

Re:  Mike Madigan
Dear Judge Blakey:

I am writing on behalf of Mike Madigan, who is facing legal proceedings which may result in his
incarceration. I have known Mike professionally and personally for over four decades.

Few public servants have shaped the course of Illinois policy and progress as extensively as Mike
Madigan. Over the course of more than five decades in office, Mr. Madigan played a central role
in crafting the very policy framework that continues to protect and improve the lives of millions
of Illinoisans today. From education reform to workers' rights, from infrastructure investment to
public healthcare access, and to equality in marriage, his role was instrumental in nearly every
major piece of legislation passed during his time in office.

The first policy discussion I recall having with Mike was about the Scaffold Act, a law that, at the
time, provided additional remedies for workers injured or killed from falls on ladders or
scaffolding. While many lobbying interests argued that existing OSHA regulations and workers’
compensation laws offered sufficient protection for workers, Mike held a different view. Drawing
on his deep understanding of the construction trades and the risks faced by largely blue-collar,
often first- and second-generation workers in those fields, he believed passionately that the State
of Illinois had a moral obligation to maintain stronger safeguards. In his eyes, the Scaffold Act was
not just policy—it was a statement of values, ensuring that contractors who cut corners with
workers’ lives would face real consequences.

In the decades-long fight for gay and lesbian equality in Illinois, I came to understand that politics
is, indeed, the art of the possible. Throughout that struggle, Mike Madigan demonstrated
extraordinary leadership, masterfully keeping his majority coalition intact despite a caucus that
included members with deeply divergent views on LGBTQ rights.

While our movement was broad and determined and made up of LGBTQ individuals, allies, and
advocacy organizations fighting for non-discrimination and, ultimately, marriage equality, I firmly
believe it was Speaker Madigan’s courage and quiet commitment that made those victories



Case: 1:22-cr-00115 Document #: 419-6 Filed: 05/30/25 Page 36 of 114 PagelD #:19076

possible. Under his leadership, Illinois became one of the first states in the nation to pass marriage
equality through the legislature—not by court mandate, but by democratic vote.

Though I’'m not a lawyer, I believe that legislative milestone in Illinois played a meaningful role
in shaping the national conversation that led to the Supreme Court’s decision in Obergefell v.
Hodges. It showed that equality could be achieved not just through litigation, but through the
democratic process thanks in large part to leaders like Mike Madigan who were willing to stand
up when it mattered most. Ultimately, Mike Madigan’s efforts on behalf of marriage equality had
a profound impact—not only on the quality of life for countless individuals and families in Illinois,
but also on the national momentum that ultimately led to broader recognition of LGBTQ rights
across the country.

Over the course of at least four decades, I’ve come to know Mike and Shirley Madigan—not
closely, but as one among the many thousands of constituents, allies, and friends whose lives
they’ve quietly touched. I’ve observed them as a devoted couple, true pillars of strength for each
other, particularly in recent years as Shirley has faced serious health challenges. In light of their
bond, their age, and Mike’s lifetime of public service, I respectfully ask Your Honor to consider
an act of mercy for a man who, across 82 years, has given so much of himself in service to others.

I am available to provide any additional information or answer any questions you may have. Thank
you for considering my letter.

Sincerely,

Fred Eychaner
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Honorable John Robert Blakey
United States District Court for the Northern District of Illinois
219 S. Dearborn Street

Chicago, Illinois 60604

May6, 2025 Re: Sentencing of Michael Madigan

Dear Judge Blakey;

On February 28,2005, | was the Circuit Executive in charge of the Court of Appeals judges,
the district judges, the bankruptcy judges, and the magistrate judges for the district and
bankruptcy courts of the Seventh Circuit. | was home at dinner when Chief District Judge
Charles Kocoras called me from the police station where he was with District Judge Joan
Lefkow. She had returned home to find that her mother Donna Humphrey and her husband
Michael Lefkow had been shot and killed. The initial assumption was that this had been a
case of a home invasion resulting in their deaths. | then called all circuit judges athometo
inform them before they heard it on the news. Judge Kocoras called me again that night to
tell me that both Michael Lefkow and Donna Humphrey had been killed by a single bullet to
the head. Our assumption changed from a home invasion to an assassination. Judge
Kocoras had already informed the United States Marshal for the Northern District of
|linois. | called each of the Court of Appeals judges and told them to contact the local
United States Marshal, the local police, and the county sheriff where they lived to protect
their home.

Initially | and others were concerned about Matt Hale who was the leader of the World
Church of the Creator, not a church, but a group of white supremacists neo-Nazis. We
focused on Hale as he had been indicted and was convicted in federal court of trying to kill
Judge Lefkow. | called the out of state district judge that had agreed to be assigned to
Hale’s criminal case. Ifilled him in on the events of the assassinations and told him to call
the district United States Marshal and local and state police.

Hale’s crime arose out of a copyright case by a legitimate World Church of the Creator in
California against Hale and his World Church of the Creator. Judge Lefkow ruled for Hale
butit was reversed by the Seventh Circuit. Amazingly Hale’s followers attacked Judge
Lefkow and her family on the internet, even posting her home address on the Internet.
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When the case returned to Judge Lefkow after reversal on the merits, she did not award
the legitimate World Church of the Creator damages. That was reversed by the same panel
of the Seventh Circuit so damages could be awarded.

The assassinations were a daily national news story. The local and federal investigators
were also looking for other suspects besides followers of Hale. A policemanin a
Milwaukee suburb pulled over a car for a violation. Before he went to the driver, the driver
shot himself. The driver was Bart Ross. The bullet matched the bullets taken from the
bodies of Michael Lefkow and Donna Humphrey. Ross had a list of Milwaukee area
addresses of seven Terence Evans. One was a resident of the suburb where the policeman
worked and one was the home address of Judge Terrence Evans, one of the three judges
who reversed Judge Lefkow and ruled against Hale. Later we learned from cameras that
Bart Ross had fourtimes circled the Milwaukee Federal Courthouse where Judge Evans
had an office.

Bart Ross filed a malpractice lawsuit in the Circuit Court of Cook County and lost. He then
sued his lawyer, defendants’ lawyers, and the state judge and lost. When Ross did not win
in state court, he sued in federal court the state judge and the lawyers. Judge Lefkow
dismissed his case and in my opinion dismissed it in a very gentle decision.

My assumption was that Ross had obtained Judge Lefkow’s address and the addresses of
Terence Evans on the internet and had been heated up by the internet vicious attacks on
Judge Lefkow and her family by the followers of Hale.

Ithen knew we had a problem with internet information that challenges the security of
judges and their families. The Chicago Bar Association appointed a committee of state and
federal judges and lawyers with then Ilinois Appellate Court Justice Joy Cunningham (now
Supreme Court Justice) and me as cochairs of the committee.

Ourcommittee started by preparing and distributing a pamphlet informing state and
federal judges how to restrict personalinformation about themselves and their family.
Staff at the Chicago Federal Courts Library prepared a compilation of all the personal
information that they could get for free on the internet for each of the committee members.
Everyone was amazed by what was out there on themselves and their family members,
even adult children not living with them.

We then spoke to private internet companies on how to remove personal judge information
from the internet. The answerwas that the internet personalinformation cannot be
removed. We worked with staff at the Administrative Office of the United State Courts and
United States Marshals Office and we were told the reasons why nothing would work. Most
of the disclosures of personalinformation came from the State of Illinois or local
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governments. Judge Lefkow testified before the entire Senate Judiciary Committee. At that
time Judge Lefkow gave each of the Senators the public internet information about each of
them and their families.

Our committee then concluded thatwe needed a way for a state or federal judge to keep
the government from giving out personalinformation such as addresses, license plate
numbers, family names, and other data about them through the Secretary of State,
property tax records, election boards, etc. We drafted legislation which accomplished
three things. At the request of the judge, the law would prohibit all government bodies from
distributing personalinformation about the judge and family. Second itrequired a
company with information posted on judicial personalinformation to take the information
down in a short number of days, if a judge so requests. Failure to remove the information
would result in civildamages. Finally the proposal makes it a criminal offense for someone
to post information threatening a judge or judicial family member.

The late Circuit Judge Joel Flaum was a personal friend of Michael Madigan and his family.
Southern Illinois District Judge Phil Gilbert is afriend since law schoolof then Ilinois Senate
Majority Leader John Cullerton. | presented our draft proposal to them over lunch. Mr.
Madigan had a staff assistant contact me about drafting our proposal as a legislative bill. It
passed the Illinois General Assembly and was signed into law by the Governor In 2012. It is
known as the lllinois Judicial Privacy Act, 705 ILCS 90. We are indebted to then Speaker
Michael Madigan and then Senate Majority LeaderJohn Cullerton for this law.

| failed to get similar legislation in Wisconsin and Indiana. Indiana has a weaker law to
protect judges. Thelllinois Judicial Privacy Act was provided to all the federal courts in the
country and to the National Center for State Courts. | know of no similar law that protects
judges from attacks on the internet

I should point out that Mr. Madiganwas a few years ahead of me at St. Ignatius High School
but | do not think that | ever met him.

I write this long letter to explain what Mr. Madigan did for all lllinois judges and judicial
families and for your consideration in sentencing Mr. Madigan.

Gy, I Alypaatni 4

Collins T. Fitzpatrick

Retired Circuit Executive for the Seventh Circuit
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April 23, 2025

Via UPS Overnight Delivery
Honorable District Judge John Robert Blakey

United States District Court for the

Northern District of Illinois, Eastern Division
Everett McKinley Dirksen United States Courthouse
219 South Dearborn Street, Room 1288

Chicago, IL 60604

Re:  Michael J. Madigan
Dear Judge Blakey:

I write this letter in support of Michael J. Madigan’s effort to obtain leniency in his sentencing. I
have known Mike Madigan for at least 50 years, and [ believe him to be a fine person, good father,
devoted to public service, and a great leader.

I first met Representative Mike Madigan in 1972 when my high school football team,
St. Lawrence, won the City of Chicago championship. As Team Captain, I had the honor of
accepting a House Resolution reflecting the accomplishments of the first City championship team
from St. Lawrence from Representative Madigan and Senator Frank Savickas.

During and after college, I worked for 17 years as a hoisting engineer for the City of Chicago and
as a member of Local 150 of the International Union of Operating Engineers, AFL-CIO. In 1990,
I became the Union’s Business Agent for City workers, and then in 1994, I went to work for the
Chicago Federation of Labor. I became President of the Chicago Federation of Labor in 2002, a
position [ held until 2011. Throughout that time, one of my responsibilities was to perform political
work for the working men and women of the Chicago Federation of Labor/AFL-CIO.

During my tenure at the Chicago Federation of Labor, I had numerous opportunities to work with
Speaker Michael Madigan on various legislative projects. Some of the most significant of these
were the capital spending bills passed first under the administration of Illinois Republican
Governor George Ryan and then under Democrat Pat Quinn. Organized Labor supported both
numerous bills as creating jobs for Chicago Federation of Labor workers while improving public
services including safer roads, newer schools, and other modern facilities. Other important
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Honorable District Judge John Robert Blakey
April 23, 2025
Page 2

legislation included the O’Hare Field and McCormick Place expansion projects and multiple sports
stadium projects. Mr. Madigan was always a champion for working men and women throughout
the State of Illinois. Earning the support of Speaker Madigan was always critical to the success of
these bills. While the Speaker was generally supportive of creating jobs throughout the State of
Illinois, I was particularly impressed by his commitment to ensuring that these massive
expenditures of tax dollars benefit as many Illinois citizens as possible.

One case in point was Speaker Madigan’s insistence on legislative requirements that construction
projects maximize access for persons with disabilities. Whenever I met with Mike Madigan on
one of these projects, he always raised these handicap access issues and required supporters to
include language that promoted the needs of disabled people.

Over the course of my career, I have interacted with many public officials, consultants, and
business leaders of many different viewpoints. Some I knew I could trust, others less so. One
thing I quickly learned in dealing with Mike Madigan was that he meant what he said and could
be trusted to follow through on his commitments. Personal integrity was always important to
Mr. Madigan, I believe, in himself and others.

Thank you for considering this letter, and I do hope the Court will take into account all the many
things Michael Madigan did to help working men and women throughout the State of Illinois.

Very truly yours,
Dennis J. Gann

DJG/Ims
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believe that Mr. Madigan's personal appeal had a direct bearing on the decision to admit
Dan into their aduit program.

This is just one example of Michael Madigan's character and compassion. Over these
many years during our conversation about transit and collective bargaining issues, Mike
would always ask about the boys and inquire how my wife and | were doing. Without
hesitation he would always offer his assistance if they were in need. He never missed
the opportunity to offer words of encouragement and always ended our conversation on
a positive note. That is the Mike Madigan | know, and | trust you will consider those
qualities as well.

Sincerely,

Robert M. Gierut
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March 8, 2025

The Honorable John Blakey
United States District Court
Northern District of lllinois
Chicago, lllinois

RE: Sentencing of Michael J. Madigan

Dear Honorable Judge Blakey

| am writing this letter on behalf of Mike Madigan. | have known Mike for over twenty years personally,
and professionally during my tenure as Mayor of the City of Chicago Heights. During this time, | can
attest to his dedication as a steadfast advocate for the people and the communities in which we live. His
compassion, understanding and guidance have had an immeasurably positive impact on me and the
community at large.

In 2015, the City of Chicago Heights was notified that Franciscan Alliance would be closing St. James
Hospital, Chicago Heights campus. For more than 100 years, St. James Hospital had been a cornerstone
in Chicago Heights, serving over 90,000 residents throughout Bloom Township. In 2014, the St. James
campus emergency room saw over 40,000 emergency and trauma visits. It was one of the area’s largest
employers, with more than 1,300 doctors, nurses and other health services providers on staff.

The magnitude of the St. James Hospital closure was staggering for Chicago Heights, for our residents,
for the multitude of people in the south suburbs, including the under-insured and uninsured - we were
all affected by this devastating decision.

The challenges to having our collective voices heard opposing the closure seemed insurmountable and
support from our regional officials was muted. In addition, the lllinois Health and Hospital Association
(IHA) was actively working in support of Franciscan’s decision to close the hospital. Mike understood
what it meant to take a position opposing the closure. He understood what the failure to do so would
mean to the city and a region defined by economic inequities and historically disadvantaged. Mike
provided his support without hesitation.

Ultimately, the closure was a foregone conclusion. Yet Mike continued to work on our behalf, and was
instrumental in the development of an agreement with Franciscan Alliance to mitigate impacts of losing
the hospital and ensuring local access to medical care. His advocacy and efforts on behalf of Chicago
Heights and our neighboring communities resulted in an agreement for additional ambulances for the
longer hospital runs, a new urgent care center in Chicago Heights to ensure medical services for those
most at-risk, and demolition of the existing structure, with the vision for future economic development
on the site.
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| will always remember what it meant to me to have Mike’s guidance, and most importantly, unfailing
moral support during this time; it sustained me during the long months spent attempting to prevent the
hospital closure.

Mike has my utmost respect as a mentor and friend. When determining his sentence, | respectfully ask
that you consider the totality of his contributions throughout his lifetime of service.

Sincerely,

David A. Gonzalez
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politician'who ufilized sousing rhetoric. Mike spoke inalow voice and carefully chose his
words. Heanswered honestly even onthose occasions when bills he had championed
failed. | observed how Madigan-earned the confidence of kis Democratic members by
building relationships with them:and using his leadership positionto advance 1ssues that
matiered to their constituents. An issue he cared mostabout was the improvementin
education policies for Chicagoe Public School children. Mike won the respect.ofthen
Governors Thempson and Edgar, as wellas Republican leaders inthe General Assembty. |
would characterize my dealings as a reporier with himasdirectand forthright. Unusual
conrduct fora politician ofthat fime and today.

{worked in MayorJane Byrne’s administration where controversy overshadowed
mostany policy. There came a daywhenChicago Public Schools became bankrupt, and
theteachers’ union demanded higherssalaries. {Some things neverchange.) There grew
tensions between the Mayor and teachers’ union president Bob Healey. | credit Mr.
Madiganforacting as the mediator in bringing each of those leaders back to the bargaining
table to'work -out.a contract. Mr. Madiganthen used hisleadership position fo getthe
Legislature to approval the creation of The School Finance Authority which over time
succeeded in getting the school system backin'sound financial order. None of thatwould
have happened except Tor Mr. Madigan’s honest brokering and his determination to have
ithe doors to the classrooms openfor the then halfmillion schoolchildren.

I respectfully ask your honor to take into consideration Mike Madigan’s long history
of beingan upright teaderin his neighborhood and the entire state in formulating your
sentencing decision.

Yours traly,
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March 3, 2025

Judge Robert Blakey:
US District Court Justice
Northern District of lllinois

Dear Judge' Blakey

My name is Ray Hanania. | entered journalism in 1975 after being
honorably discharged from serving during the Vietnam war in the US Air
Force.

| studied political science at the Universify of lllinois at Circle Campus
under a special program taught by Political Science Professor Milton
Rakove.

Although | have always had a talent for writing and conveying stories to
others, | also dedicated myself to pursuing truth and honesty, and to be as
fair and objective on issues as far as one person could be. ‘

| started writing for community newspapers in 1975 while in college and
covered Mayor Richard J. Daley. In 1978, | was named the City Hall
Reporter for the Southtown and was assigned to the City Hall Press Room
where | worked everyday covering politics.

In 1985, | was hired by the Chicago Sun-Times and continued that City Hall
assignment until 1992. [ wrote both news stories and political columns for
both newspapers. | have received four Chicago Headline Club Lisagor
Awards, and the Sigma Delta Chi Award for Professional Journalism. In
2007 | was named Best Ethnic Columnist in America by the New America
Media.

While at City Hall, | also hosted a live weekend radio show for WLS AM
Radio (1979-89. | worked as a paid political adviser for WLS TV and
WMAQ TV, while working at the Southtown. After leaving the Sun-Times |
went on to write for many newspapers around the country, including New
York’s Newsday, the Houston Chronicle, and the Los Angeles Times, and
also for Middle East newspapers including Arab News in Saudi Arabia.



Case: 1:22-cr-00115 Document #: 419-6 Filed: 05/30/25 Page 53 of 114 PagelD #:19093

| also launched a media consulting business and balanced both with
honesty and transparency. | rarely wrote about any clients.and when I-did |
disclosed my connections. ' '

......

The most important lesson | have learned in all my years in professional
journalism is the importance of honesty, truthfulness and fairness, although
no one journalist be totally “un-subjective.”

[ was introduced to Mike Madigan in 1978 by then Mayor Michael A. L.
Bilandic. Mike Madigan was a major part of Chicagoland and state politics.

He was also Democratic Committeeman of the 13" Ward which was one of

my first local assignments at the Southtown.

| admired Mike Madigan’s intelligence and his political savvy. | consider him
to be one of the smartest politicians | have ever covered or met. (I met and
interviewed President Jimmy Carter and President Bill Clinton.)

Despite disagreeing on political policies or issues, | always believed Mike
Madigan was fair and truthful when he spoke with me. | have covered
hundreds of elected officials (aidermen, commissioners, mayor, local
mayors and trustees, and many legisiators).

| consider Mike Madigan to be among the most honest politicians | have
met. | can say with certainty he never lied to me as a reporter.

Mike Madigan always responded to my questions and was never evasive. |
had a sense that he was honest when he spoke with me. | can’t say that
about every politician or elected official | have met.

We maintained a cordial relationship for most of the past 47 years, because
| respected him.

We had some differences over the years, but they were always political.

Despite those difference, | always believe Mike Madigan is an honest
politician, someone | admired.

Rakove taught me that “politics” was the art of conveying a belief coupled
with a dedication to public service. Mike Madigan had a loyalty to the
people of the district he represented and to all of the people of lllinois.

| believe that Mike Madigan is a good person, loyal to his service in elective
office and honest in the policies he pursued and implemented.

| appreciate the opportunity to share my feelings and views with you on
Mike Madigan and hope you take them into consideration.
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Patrick Hickey

April 20, 2925

To Whom It May Concern,

My name is Patrick Hickey, and | was a lifelong Chicago resident, retired to Indiana and the proud son of

an Irish American father who distinguished himself in battle in World War Two as a United States Marine

fighting with the Third Marine Division. | am also a proud member of a large extended family of prominent
members and leaders of organized labor unions in Chicago. | have spent my entire professional career in
the education field serving primarily in the Catholic school systems.

| currently serve as a substitute teacher at Westville High School where | teach middle and high school
students. While | do not earn a lot of money, | feel very fortunate because | feel my work serves a
purpose and it is a labor of love.

In 1996 | was recruited to become the director of development at Leo High School by Leo President
Robert Foster. President Foster was the first layperson to ever hold the title of President, and he was only
granted the presidency because the Chicago Archdiocese was seeking to close the school due to lack of
enrollment and change of ethnic enrollment from white to black. It was Bob Foster’s strong belief that
even though the ethnicity of the student body had changed the school’s mission to educate inner city
males remained the same regardless of color.

President Foster warned me before taking the job of development director that we faced an uphill battle to
remain viable because enroliment was way down, and the Archdiocese had pulled its funding.

| accepted the job as a challenge because of my strong beliefs in Catholic education and equal
educational opportunities for all. The job was difficult, and | was told more than | was allowed to give in
my pitch. It seemed like we were always running short on funding and talk of closing was always
prevalent. Then one day out of the blue President Foster received a phone call from Speaker Madigan
requesting a meeting.

President Foster met with Madigan who told Foster that he had read about Leo’s situation, and he wanted
to help. When Foster inquired about why Madigan told him that he felt Leo was a strong anchor in the
community and even though it was not in his district he felt it made Chicago stronger, safer and more
stable.

Foster then assigned me to serve as a liaison to the Speakers office and the result was a large grant. |
can honestly say that Leo High School would probably not exist today without Speaker Madigan'’s
intervention into a school which he had no connection with and an act that he would get no credit for and
derive no benefit from.

| have read a lot about Speaker Madigan and am aware that he has been convicted of some crimes, but |
can honestly say that that is not the person | know who reached out to help a community in need for the
sole purpose of strengthening a community and giving young men a fair shot at a great education and the
life opportunities that come with that education.

| would humbly ask this court to take this great deed and the many other good deeds that he has done
expecting nothing in return into consideration when sentencing Mr. Madigan.

Sincerely,



Case: 1:22-cr-00115 Document #: 419-6 Filed: 05/30/25 Page 60 of 114 PagelD #:19100

Mr. Patrick Hickey
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March 17, 2025

Dear Judge Blakey:

| am writing to request that you take into account the long history of Mike Madigan as a committed
public servant when considering his sentence.

[ first meet Mike Madigan when | was elected to the general assembly in 1972.
I have known him in many capacities.

First as a colleague, then in my role as a lobbyist, and as Deputy Mayor for Harrold Washington,
finally as Cook County Assessor.

Over this time | have know him as a person of good character. | had often taken opposing policy
positions than his but | have known him to be a fair and principled advocate for his policy positions.

He is generous and charitable. We discussed the serious issues in Northern Ireland and the peace
process. He contributed to the Social Democratic Labor Party and the efforts of John Hume to bring
anonviolent peace to the Island.

I recall when | served as Deputy Mayor and head of Intergovernmental affairs for Harold
Washington | discussed with the Speaker the importance of keeping the rage and negativity of"
Council Wars "from infecting Springfield. He agreed and was effective in limiting that rage from
Springfield.

| respectfully request that you take into account the totality of Mikes public Service when
determining his sentence.

Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely

James Houlihan
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At othertimes | have collaborated with the former Speaker and his political allies in denouncing
the politics of hate in lllinois. | have also regularly celebrated substantial legislative victories,
won with his support, for the poor, working, and immigrant residents in lllinois. I have never had
a financial relationship with Mr. Madigan’s businesses or political operation. For the past 13
years no organization | have worked for has received any State of lllinois financial support. All of
this is to say that my relationship with Mr. Madigan is a long-term professional, public
relationship, negotiated and fought out over time around our respective public policy and
political interests.

Now, at the end of Mr. Madigan’s career and mine, | am very happy to write this letter of
support requesting that you show leniency and mercy in your prison sentence for Mr. Madigan.

First let me speak to the nature of the personal interactions with the Speaker. | have dealt with
hundreds of elected officials over my career. | will say that Mr. Madigan is easily in the top 5% of
the most intelligent and most curious. In addition, in an odd sort of way, he was one of the most
generous and bluntly honest about what the “do-gooders” such as myself and the communities
| worked with needed to do to be successful in moving our policy and programmatic asks. He
was surprisingly accessible, for example agreeing to come to St. Agatha’s Catholic Church in
Lawndale on the West Side of Chicago, to share with a racially mixed group his understanding of
how politics in lllinois works. In these gatherings he was guiet and understated, but also
humorous, always speaking with an Irish twinkle in his eye.

In our one-to-one interactions he was intensely curious, and we ended up in what his daughter
Lisa (former Attorney General of lllinois) called “your very curious book club”. | shared the book
“Arc of Justice” about a 1920’s Detroit trial of African Americans who had shot and killed the
whites attacking the home they purchased in a white neighborhood. The story beneath the
story was the freezing of racial norms in the U.S. and the building of the Democratic New Deal
Coalition. The Speaker bought multiple copies of the book for his friends and political allies. In
turn the Speaker recommended to me the book “Bloodlands”, about the areas of central Europe
trapped between the dictators.of Stalin and Hitler — a topic with very real impacts today.

Over the course of these 45 years there were many policy and programmatic issues that the
organizations | led eventually won — overturning a gubernatorial veto of a utility deal with
Governor Thompson; healthcare for the working poorin IL; healthcare for undocumented
children; in-state public college tuition for “Dreamers” (undocumented youth brought here as
children); “Parent Mentor” programs placing parents in classrooms to assist with children’s
learning; citizenship and family support programs for immigrants; and driver’s licenses for
undocumented immigrants in {llinois. Many of these issues were very controversial, with lots of
press, and some are expensive for the State of lllinois.

A number of the issue campaigns took many years to accomplish. Usually we were successful
after we convinced Speaker Madigan to add his support. It was worth it. The results were
countless working people, usually at the bottom of the economic ladder, having the security of
healthcare for themselves and their children. Thousands of immigrant youth, raised and
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schooled in lllinois, got a college education at our state colleges, community colleges, and
universities. Tens of thousands of Black, White, and Latino children have had the support of a
parent in their classrooms, giving them special, individual attention. Families were protected
from being destroyed through deportations triggered by simple traffic stops, and
undocumented drivers were able to purchase vehicle insurance, making us all safer.

A concrete example of the impact of Speaker Madigan is the “Parent Mentor” program that
began in 1993in 5 public schools in Logan Square, Chicago. Mothers were paid a small stipend
and trained as education aides to support the teachers of mostly low-income immigrant
children. The mothers work two hours a day assisting the children who need the most support
in learning. Speaker Madigan was responsible for the first state funding to this program. This
year the Parent Mentor program has 1,850 Parent Mentors assisting teachers in 250 schools in
39 school districts across lllinois.

Too much talk about programs and policy sounds sterile, so let me tell you about Diana Mora,
one of the young women who was directly affected. Diana’s undocumented parents brought
herto Chicago at age 4. Her dad was a house painter and her mom worked at McDonalds. | met
Diana around 2000 as a junior at Lane Tech High School, where her grade point was 4.6 (on a 4-
point scale). Diana was accepted to Northwestern University with a full ride scholarship —an
offer they rescinded after they learned she was undocumented. Diana joined many other
immigrant youth in Springfield, advocating for in-state tuition for undocumented immigrant
children in IL. Prior to this the undocumented youth were expected to pay the exorbitant
foreign student tuition. As a result of passing this legislation in 2003 Diana attended and was
graduated from the University of IL in Champaign. She then got a scholarship to the University
of California Law School in Berkeley, legalized through marriage, and now leads the immigrant
legal defense work at the National Immigrant Law Center in Chicago, under her married name of
Diana Rashid. This is one example of a single individual whose life was transformed through
education, and this was possible because of Speaker Madigan’s support for our in-state tuition
bill.

One of the most difficult campaigns | managed was for driver’s licenses for the undocumented.
In 2012 we metin the Speaker’s office on South Pulaski. This issue was highly polarized and we
brought ourtop labor and legislative allies with us. We were amazed that Mr. Madigan began
the meeting by announcing that he would support us. After 12 years we had convinced him that
this was a good public policy. We continued to face many obstacles on the road to final victory,
including disagreements with the Speaker, but he honored his commitment to support our issue
and we won.

During this negotiation Mr. Madigan made one particular point multiple times: “The natural
home of migrants is within the Democratic coalition.” My experience over this past 45 years has
been that this was the North Star of Mr. Madigan — strengthening the Democratic coalition by
serving the many people within it. As a result of our understanding this we were able to win
healthcare, education, and security for hundreds of thousands of poor, working class, and
immigrant lllinois adults, young people, and children.
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Dear Judge Blakey,

| am writing to share my perspective on Speaker Michael Madigan and his sentencing. | believe itis
important to consider the positive impact he has had on individuals like me, and how his legacy
should not be overshadowed.

| first met Speaker Madigan years ago while volunteering for the Multiple Sclerosis Society. | was
diagnosed with multiple sclerosis when | was just 23 years old, and now, more than 40 years later, |
am unable to walk. As someone who lives with this condition daily, | understand the profound
impact that public policy can have on people’s lives, especially those dealing with chronic
illnesses and disabilities.

When | met Speaker Madigan in Springfield, | was deeply moved by his compassion and genuine
concern for our cause. He took the time to listen to the challenges we face, and he worked
tirelessly to help us pass legislation that would require insurance companies to cover preventive
physical therapy.

No, one else in Springfield, would help us because of the strong insurance lobby. They spend a lot
of money and a lot of time in Springfield making their case for less regulation. Speaker Madigan
didn’t care. He believed our well-being was more important .This legislation was crucial, as |
personally know all too well the consequences of insurance companies not covering essential
services. In my own experience, | broke my leg because the insurance company refused to approve
physical therapy unless | showed physical improvement. This kind of policy puts people like me at
risk, and Speaker Madigan's efforts to address this issue were invaluable.

This is only one example of how he stood up for the underdog,
Here is an example of some of the other groups speaker Madigan took on for us.

Gas stations -he helped us pass legislation that requires gas stations to put the phone number on
the gas pump for people in wheelchairs to call for help.

Building management groups -he helped us pass legislation that would require high-rise buildings
to have an emergency exit plan for people in wheelchairs and other disabilities.

Building owners -

he helped us pass legislation that requires building owners to plow their accessible parking spaces
and not pile snow in those spaces.

These may seem like simple issues, but we were fought fiercely by all of these groups. Without
speaker Madigan’s leadership none of these changes would’ve taken place.

We tried to thank him by giving him a tie with the MS Society logo, but he would not take it.

Itis clear to me that Speaker Madigan has made meaningful contributions to the lives of many
individuals, particularly those facing significant health challenges.

| hope that his sentence reflects his service to the community and the positive impact he has had.
The compassion and support he showed to people like me should not be overlooked.



Case: 1:22-cr-00115 Document #: 419-6 Filed: 05/30/25 Page 70 of 114 PagelD #:19110

Thank you for taking the time to read my perspective. | hope that Speaker Madigan's contributions

to those of us living with chronic illness and disability will be considered as part of any decision
made in his case.

Sincerely,

Maureen Linehan Howard
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The Honorable Justice Blakey
Northern District of Illinois
219 S. Dearborn

Chicago, Illinois 60604

Dear Justice Blakey:

| am writing to you on behalf of the former Speaker of the House, Micael J.
Madigan who | have known for at least thirty (30) years and who will be
sentenced by you in the near future.

| worked very closely with Mr. Madigan in 1998 when | ran in the primary for
Secretary of State. Mr. Madigan was a major supporter of the campaign and as
such we had regular contact. Mr. Madigan naturally gave me an educationin
politics and was very honest in describing the difficulty of a campaign and
political life. He pointed out the negative impact on one’s family and family
life.

He impressed me with his honesty and advice that truthfulness was the most
important quality for a successful candidate for public office and for a
successful political career and while | lost the election | came away with a
very positive impression of our Speaker of the House.

| generally see Mr. Madigan at social events from time to time and most
recently last month at the Irish Labor Council annual dinner where Mr.
Madigan is adored for the work he has done on behalf of the working men and
women of Illinois.

| ask that you take into account the items | mentioned and the many positive
things that Mr. Madigan accomplished during his term as Speaker of the
House on behalf of the people of Illinois.

Sincerely,

Timothy J. McCarthy
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Daniel Montgomery
I

14 April 2025

To Whom It May Concern,

[ write to be of service to the court in its consideration of the career and character of
Michael ]. Madigan, former state representative and Speaker of the House of Illinois.

[ write in my personal capacity. I have known Mike Madigan since 2010, when I became
President of the Illinois Federation of Teachers, a statewide union of educators of over 100,000
members across the entire state. Prior to that I was for 18 years a full-time high school English
teacher and local union leader in Skokie, Illinois.

In the course of my statewide union leadership, | had many occasions to meet with Speaker
Madigan as [ advocated for our members’ interests and on behalf of students, schools and
education statewide. I met with him variously in his ward office, in the state capitol, and in his
own law office. I can say with absolute certainty that in all those interactions Mike Madigan
conducted himself with complete integrity. In each meeting or conversation, Speaker Madigan
adhered to the highest ethical standards. To putit simply, in all my dealings with the then Speaker,
he was nothing but fair, clear, transparent and honest. That’s not to say we always agreed on every
point of public policy; that just doesn’t happen in the rough and tumble of statewide legislative
work. But Mike Madigan was always courteous, ethical, clear, professional, and, I would even say,
courtly in a rather old-fashioned way. When I met with him I always felt I had to be on the top of
my game as an advocate who was expected to know the details of whatever issue we were
discussing, and to be professional and above board. The Speaker was the same. He was engaging
and kind, interested in our members and what we did. We would often also discuss history and
books and I was always eager to pick his brain about current politics.

That same sense of ethics and clarity were demonstrated in the dealings I had with him
around elections and political campaigns. As he was the head of the state’s Democratic party, I
also met with him around electoral politics. In those discussions, I experienced him the same
way—transparent, ethical, all business and respectful. The discussion was always, in my
experience, subject to high standards of professionalism.

Finally, a word about his belief in working people and how I understood his view of
government. [ recall quite clearly a speech Mr. Madigan gave to the executive board of the Illinois
AFI-CIO, on which I served. It was during the time of Gov. Rauner’s state budget standoffs and
Speaker Madigan came to talk about what was happening with us who represented the state’s
working people. [ remember that Madigan made clear what he thought the purpose of government
was. [t was simple—to make people’s lives better, to help people when they need it. [ was quite
moved by this. To me, this was exactly the purpose of government and [ wished, and still wish, that
more elected officials shared Mike Madigan’s view that when you are elected by the people to go
to Springfield to make laws, your job is to help regular people. To help them. That commitment is
what I saw in Michael J. Madigan in all my dealings with him.
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[ hope these reflections are helpful and that the court takes them into consideration. Thank
you.

Respectfully,

Dan Montgomery

Page 2
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LAw OFFICES
POWER ROGERS, LLP
Joseph A. Power, Jr.
March 26, 2025 Larry R. Rogers
Hon. Robert R. Thomas (Ret.)
Thomas G. Siracusa
Thomas M. Power
The Honorable Judge John Robert Blakey Larry R. Rogers, Jr.
United States District Court Devon C.Bruce
Northern district of Illinois ’S°5°P:4WAB“I!;5‘e“
219 South Dearborn Street ean 1. Houlihan
R 1288 Carolyn S. Daley
OPm Jonathan M. Thomas
Chlcago, IL 60604 Kathryn L. Conway

James 1. Power
Dominic C. LoVerde
Re: Michael J. Madigan

Dear Judge Blakey:

I have known Michael J. Madigan for over 40 years, primarily involving politics and legislative
issues.

Over these many years, I have found Michael Madigan to be an intelligent, honorable, honest,
and dedicated public servant. He has always been a man of his word. Although compromise was
not necessarily in my nature, he helped me to understand the art of compromise. We occasionally
agreed to disagree, but he always fully explained why we need to be conciliatory based upon
political realities. He was always straight forward and honest, even when delivering news I did
not necessarily want to hear.

As a supporter of Big Shoulders, 1 know Michael was very helpful in championing legislation
that supported scholarships for disadvantaged students. Since his departure from the legislature,
I understand pressure from the teacher’s union played a major role in the scrapping of the
program. I have since tried to help restore the program to no avail.

I had served on the Loyola University of Chicago Board with his wife, Shirley, and knew she
suffered from significant pulmonary issues. Unfortunately, that condition has gotten worse over
time. I know he has been devoted to Shirley, and she will dearly miss his physical presence, as
well as emotional support should he be sentenced to jail.
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Honorable John Robert Blakey
Northern District of Illinois
519 S Dearborn Street
Chicago, IL 60604

Dear Judge Blakey,

Thank you for taking the time to review this letter which is being written in support of
Michael Madigan as you consider appropriate sentencing.

| have known Mr. Madigan for over 40 years. We first met when we were on opposite
sides of a lawsuit. | am comfortable in vouching for his character and his lifetime
commitment to improving the lives of all Illinoisians. His positive impact on the people of
Ilinois is immeasurable and cannot be overexaggerated.

One of the most recognizable of his achievements is his role in the building of New
Comiskey Park (now Rate Field). At a time when it appeared that the White Sox were going
to be forced to relocate out of state because the original Comiskey Park was at the end of
its useful life, his leadership in the legislature saved the White Sox for Chicago. Without his
all-out support, the legislation which was critical to build a new ballpark would not have
been possible. Saving the White Sox resulted in hundreds of millions of dollars in economic
benefit to lllinois. Not to mention making possible the first World Series Championship in
88 years. At no time in the process, either before during or after did he ask for any
consideration in exchange.

Over the years, | have asked him for support for other matters. Sometimes, he said
yes and sometimes he said no. Unlike many other politicians he never said maybe, or I’ll
get back to you. When he said no it was always because he believed the ask did not benefit
the people of Illinois. When he said yes, he always kept his word and never even asked for
so much as a thank you.

I have known a number of Republican office holders who were often at odds with Mr.
Madigan on legislative matters and some did not care for him personally. To a person, they



Case: 1:22-cr-00115 Document #: 419-6 Filed: 05/30/25 Page 86 of 114 PagelD #:19126

all said his word was always good, and his positions, even if they disagreed, were always
principled.

Every summer, | am honored to have a chance to host a group of residents from
Bethshan, a faith-based organization that provides homes and support services for people
who have intellectual and developmental disabilities. Former Speaker and Republican
leader Lee Daniels, whose daughter is a member of the community shared with me Mr
Madigan’s role in funding Bethshan, assuring the program’s worthy existence. Numerous
other organizations owe their continued existence to his support.

Mr. Madigan’s support of the Arts in Illinois is legendary and has added
immeasurably to the culture of our city.

As much as | respect Mr. Madigan for all he has done for Illinois, | respect him most
for being a devoted husband, parent and grandparent.

| recognize the awesome responsibility you face in determining an appropriate
sentence, | trust that your decision will be well-considered and just and that you will take
into consideration his advanced age.

Sincerely,

Jerry Reinsdorf
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The Honorable Judge John Robert Blakey
United States District Court

May 19, 2025

Page 2

What you do not know is that after working as hard as | possibly could, after getting to the goal line numerous
times only to have defeat snatched from the jaws of victory, | told Governor Rauner that | could no longer assist
him as | had concluded that he was the primary obstacle to compromise. | told the Governor that | was going
to continue to try to help Democratic leadership to carry the state forward. In 2017, the Governor’s own party
ultimately concluded the same and overrode his veto to pass a budget, ending one of the longest fiscal
impasses in U.S. history.

Through this process, | came to know Speaker Madigan both as a person and as a leader. Based on this intense
comprehensive experience, | can say with complete confidence that Michael Madigan deserves your mercy.
He does not deserve to be in prison, and justice would not be served by a prison sentence. | respectfully ask
you to consider the following:

A Devoted Hushand, Father and Grandfather

While he may not be known for outward displays of warmth, those who truly know Mike Madigan see he is
tender and caring. He is a devoted husband to his wonderful wife, Shirley, faces significant health challenges.
He has been her primary caregiver, and his love and dedication to her are deeply moving. She will undoubtedly
suffer if he is unable to continue in this role. He is a loving father and grandfather whose family will suffer in
his absence.

A Compassionate and Caring Friend

Mike Madigan’s decency and compassion are genuine. He was there for me when I lost my father and with his
personal experience helped me through a difficult time. He regularly makes time to check in on my mother.
Despite the immense pressures he faces, he consistently takes time to support friends and colleagues in times
of need. There have been numerous times over the last years and months when | have been touched by an act
of his kindness or concern in light of the stress he has been facing. | am certain that many others appealing to
you will echo this sentiment.

A Man of His Word

Speaker Madigan is renowned for two things ~ his careful use of words and, more importantly, for his
unwavering commitment to keeping his word. In Springfield, it was well known: if Speaker Madigan gave you
his word, he kept it. His integrity in that regard was never questioned, even by his fiercest opponents. They
may have battled with him on the issues or in tough political campaigns, but they never accused him of lying.
| believe his cautiousness in making commitments stemmed from his deep sense of responsibility to honor
them.

An Exemplary Work Ethic
Having built a business in an industry known for demanding work, | can attest that Speaker Madigan is among
the hardest-working individuals | have encountered. Throughout his entire career he worked extraordinarily

long hours. He worked at night and on weekends. His dedication to constituent services was unmatched. If we
had that same level of effort and organization across the city and state, we would no doubt be better off. There
is also no doubt that Speaker Madigan’s work ethic drove his success —this is a point missed by those who seek
to paint his strength and accomplishments as the result of “backroom deals” or some inappropriate conduct.
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The Honorable Judge John Robert Blakey
United States District Court

May 29, 2025

Page 3

Leadership Rooted in Consistency and Fairness

Being Speaker is not akin to being a chief executive; it requires managing a diverse caucus and balancing
countless interests. Speaker Madigan’s approach was rooted in consistent process and procedure, treating
people with integrity and fairness at all times. He avoided outright refusals when possible, as he understood
a public servant’s obligation to both hear and consider concerns important to all constituents. It is this
approach that led many to believe they were influencing him when, in reality, his listening or engagement was
part of his larger, polite and principled process. Every day people asked him for something. And every day he
made those people feel heard without making insincere commitments to act on their behalf, regardless of
what they took from their conversations.

A Values-Driven Advocate for the Vulnerable

There are some who view Speaker Madigan’s leadership as rooted in his desire for power, but | witnessed the
opposite. The Speaker Madigan | saw in battle firsthand was a Speaker who was driven by his desire to act for
and protect those without power. Throughout my work on the budget, | saw Speaker Madigan’s unwavering
commitment to protecting social services and defense of the rights of working men and women. He fought
passionately against efforts to cut support for the poor and vulnerable.

The Speaker stood firm when the Governor threatened funding for heating oil subsidies for the poor at
Christmas in Chicago. When the Governor proposed cutting funding for shelters for battered women, the
Speaker fought back. And when the Governor wanted to lower prevailing wage requirements for construction
workers and make changes that limited workers’ ability to organize, Speaker Madigan worked to defeat those

measures too.

Mike Madigan’s values were clear, and his leadership undoubtedly protected millions of Illinoisans. Too often
it seems elected officials forget why they ran for office in the first place, or get caught up in the trappings of
political office. Speaker Madigan never forgot. He has lived a simple life that defies most people’s view of a
powerful political leader. Most importantly, he never failed to meet his obligation to protect those who
couldn’t protect themselves.

Protected At-Risk Chicago Public School Students

After telling Governor Rauner that | could no longer work for him and would instead help the Democrats try to
carry on, | witnessed Speaker Madigan fight back against the Governor’s intense efforts to bankrupt CPS and
bring it to its knees. The Governor understood that bankruptcy was not needed and would likely cost the city
and state more money than it saved. However, politically he wanted “structural reform” even if it actually came
at greater economic cost. His efforts would harm the education and futures of more than 300,000 Chicago
school children - nearly three-quarters of whom were low-income — and harm the financial security of over
40,000 CPS employees and tens of thousands more retirees all while increasing taxpayers’ cost, all for the
possibility of improvement in the future.

This was a multi-year battle that defies my ability to communicate. Suffice to say that without the Speaker and
others in the legislature fighting back, the largest school district in the state with over 20% of the state’s school
children would have been severely damaged for the foreseeable future. It is hard to imagine a greater effort
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March 26, 2025
Honorable Judge Blakey,

| am a recently retired, 40-year member of the Chicago Fire Department. Humbly, [ can
walk away from a career serving the City of Chicago and the neighborhoods of the West side
and Englewood. But enough about me. | would like to tell a short story of a father who needed
to extend himself outside of his comfort zone while coping with an unfamiliar yet rewarding
situation. You see, asking for help is not what | do as a first responder and a person.

The backstory: | have a son, Matthias (Matt) who needed an advisor to listen to his story
at a pivotal period in his adolescent life. The reason | describe Mike Madigan as an advisor, is
because | needed support from someone to hear my son’s situation. | thought our elected
official should hear about a kid of our community who will make an impact and suspect is
destined to be a good citizen.

It’s about making one phone call. Realize, Mike was not the only elected official |
reached out to, but Michael Madigan was the only one who responded. He called me back
within five minutes after | had left a message at his office that day. That is how we met and
that was in 2016.

| described to Mike how Matt had applied for summer internships in government,
specifically for a Page position for the Senate in Washington. He attended Walter Payton
College Prep and always was a remarkable student and focused on what he wanted to do in life;
however, Matt was turned down. It is the only time in my life that my catch phrase of just “get
out there and hustle” wasn’t going to work. Matt was approaching college application time and
| viewed this position pivotal for someone wanting to attend the University of Chicago to study
Political Science and International Policy. If | didn’t mention it before, the kid has dreams and
tangible goals. None the less, Mike asked for his grades which | gladly offered.

What is ironic, | identify with Mike Madigan. He reminds me of an emergency first
responder. Our encounter was brief, to the point, yet out of that conversation a quick solution
was developed, and Matthias was saved in a way that only a caring father can appreciate.

The Outcome: Matthias would go on to work a summer internship for Senator Dick
Durbin, graduate from the University of Chicago with both an undergraduate and master’s
degree accomplished in four years. He is currently a second-year law student at Harvard.
Today, my son called to tell me that he was asked by his professor if anyone in the class has any
direct knowledge of the current event involving the President Trump administration situation
involving the deportation of Venezuelans. Matt was able to give incite on the case in class
(limited description of course) that he is currently working this semester with Judge Patricia
Millett, U.S. circuit Judge of the U.S Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit.

What should be known: In my heart, | believe the decisive interest and enthusiastic
support Mike Madigan provided my son that day made an impact on his life. It is his
contribution and caring for people that can have unforeseen consequences that can stretch the
imagination of a person’s success. |thank him for the impression he made on me and the
assistance he provided to our family.

With gratitude and tpanks, )

T PSi f

Terrence P. Sheppar:ﬂ"(‘

Retired CFD Battalion Chief
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At that time, Madigan delegated this matter to Jim McPike — who was then the
number two Democratic in the House (the Majority Leader) — to broker. However,
Madigan still took an active interest in the bill and had Jim McPike convene some of his
meetings on this bill in Madigan’s office where many of the interested parties were given
an opportunity to express their concerns regarding the bill.

I remember one meeting that I had with the Speaker and Mike Kasper (who was
Counsel to the Speaker at the time) where I informed Madigan that the gas company
appreciated all that he had done to make the bill more reasonable than what ComEd had
originally proposed. During that conversation, I told Madigan that we (the gas company)
realized that there were a myriad of interests that he was trying to balance and/or
accommodate when it came to this bill and that if this was the best deal that he could
offer us that we would gratefully accept it and would not press for any more changes to
the bill.

When I said this, Madigan asked me if the gas company was still interested in a
provision for which we had been strenuously advocating that would require ComEd to
give any of its competitors the same access to its system that it would grant one of its
unregulated subsidiaries (what we called “limited access”). When I told him that we
were, Madigan told me that T should try to persuade others of the merits of this provision
— which I did to the best of my ability. We ultimately succeeded, and this was one of the
last changes in the bill that ComEd very reluctantly agreed to accept.

Later that summer — many weeks after the session had ended, Mike McClain
called me to tell me that Madigan had recently informed him that many weeks before the
end of the legislative session and the passage of this bill that I had told him that the gas
company was willing to accept the bill in the form that it was in at that time without the
limited access provision that we ended up fighting for until the end of the session when
ComEd finally agreed to incorporate this provision into the final version of their bill.

Mike was absolutely incredulous. When I told him that this was true, he said he
couldn’t believe that I had kept fighting for something that my company had said that
they could live without. He reminded me about how many body blows we had
exchanged and how ugly things had gotten over this provision and said that I could have
sparred us both a lot of grief if I had conceded this issue instead of fighting for it as
tenaciously as I had done. I told him that I had done so because I and the gas company
had believed strongly in the merits of this provision and that Madigan had suggested to
me that [ attempt to persuade others of the merits of this provision and that this is exactly
what I had done.

I share this story with you for several reasons. First, because it shows how
Madigan approached all of the major bills that came before him. He was interested in
learning all of the nuances of an issue no matter how complicated or multi-faceted it was.
In fact, it seemed that he relished the challenge of mastering these more complicated
bills. Madigan wanted to understand why certain language was so important to one or
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another of the parties that were promoting or opposing a bill or a particular provision in
the bill.

In addition, this story shows that Madigan evaluated the merits of each provision
in a bill himself and that he (and his staff) kept their own counsel and that Madigan often
allowed things to play out without committing himself one way or another even when it
came to a matter that involved a person who was as close to him as Mike McClain.

In my opinion, Madigan was never in anyone’s pocket — even that of his closest
and most stalwart supporters like the labor unions and the trial lawyers. He always
reserved judgment until he had had an opportunity to understand what a bill actually did
— not just what its proponents claimed that it did. He would then weigh the merits and
the politics of a bill. Madigan rarely - if ever — accepted a bill as it was initially
presented to him. He (or his staff) always heard the other side out. Madigan always set
up a process where the issues involved could be discussed. Most people in Springfield
felt that he was fair even though he might have been more inclined to support one side or
the other in a dispute. This was the political side of things and we all understood that.

The way Madigan handled issues was in stark contrast to the way that Lee Daniels
handled them when he was Speaker. The so-called tort reform bill was a prime example
of how Daniels managed a big, complicated bill. Instead of trying to understand the
nuances of the bill that the Illinois Manufacturers Association, the Illinois Chamber of
Commerce and other business groups had presented him, he simply ran with the bill in
exactly the form that these business groups had given it to him. Instead of listening to the
concerns that some of his brightest and most thoughtful members attempted to raise with
him (i.e., Kent Slater, Jim Kirkland and Al Salvi), he hammered them, belittled them and
ostracized them. Lee Daniels was an inexperienced leader to say the least and wanted to
impress his biggest financial supporters with how supportive he was of them and the
issues that were most important to them. He did not attempt to weigh the merits of the
bill or take a more measured approach to any of the matters that were contained in it.
Instead, he simply embraced their bill and insisted that all of his members accept the bill
as it was originally introduced without any changes to it.

I hope that my experience working with Michael Madigan and the other members

of the legislature many years ago will provide you with a little more perspective on how
the legislature functioned while [ was there.

Sincerely,

L

R. Matthew Simon
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total ease, not concerned with my politics or my work for the former republican leader of the
Illinois House. To may amazement, he was thoughtful, kind, interested in the subject matter and
most importantly interested in my career goals, my family, and my work. From that initial
meeting we became friends, and his door has always been open. No matter how busy he was, he
always took the time to listen to me and to provide advice and guidance.

As I progressed in my career in government relations, we have had the fortune of working on
many projects together that brought employment and economic development to the southwest
side of Chicago. One of the most enduring impressions of Mike throughout our professional and
personal relationship has always been his unwavering commitment to the people in his
community. I recall one instance, many years ago, during a very cold winter week after the new
year, my employer at the time was located in the 13" ward and we teamed up to provide warm
clothing, housing and food to a number of families who did not have heat or running water.
Without any media attention or credit, Mike stepped in personally—not with words, but with
action. He and his staff coordinated with myself and my friends to secure temporary relief for
those families. That moment stayed with me, because it spoke volumes about who he is outside
the public eye: someone who genuinely cared and acted when others weren’t looking.

Mike also played a critical role in supporting educational job opportunities for young people,
people with diverse backgrounds, people of color, and people in underserved areas. I was
directly involved in many initiatives he helped launch for grade school and high school students
pursuing higher education as well as those students interested in vocational opportunities in the
Ford Heights neighborhood. He did not just simply lend his name to the cause—he met with
students, encouraged them, and followed up on their progress. Many of those students were first-
generation college attendees, and several have gone on to become community leaders
themselves.

Over my career I have been lucky enough to be invited and participate in two trade missions for
the State of Illinois — one to South Africa and one to Ireland. On the trade mission to Ireland I
was able to spend significant time with Mike and his family, as well as, over 30 elected officials
and staff. His family came with him on the trip and his “family first” dedication was apparent
instantly, but he also went out of his way to provide kindness, advice and guidance to most of the
elected officials and staff who consistently sought him out on the trip - without hesitation.

While public life often focuses on policy and politics, what I have witnessed in Mike is
something deeper: a sense of personal duty to serve others, whether they could help him in return
or not for over 60 years...... think about that 60 YEARS...and continues that to this day. He had
an open door for constituents, even when their needs were small or personal. He treated people
with respect, and I believe he worked earnestly to make their lives better. I am not sure I have
met a person who has positively impacted as many lives as Michael Madigan in my entire life.



Case: 1:22-cr-00115 Document #: 419-6 Filed: 05/30/25 Page 108 of 114 PagelD #:19148

I understand that you must weigh many factors in sentencing. My only hope is that you will
consider Mike’s full life—his decades of dedication to public service, his many acts of personal
generosity, and the positive impact he has made in the lives of others. I have seen firsthand the
kind of person he is when no cameras are around: thoughtful, loyal, and deeply committed to the
wellbeing and success of others.

Thank you for your time, attention and consideration.

Respectfully,

Christopher S. Stone



Case: 1:22-cr-00115 Document #: 419-6 Filed: 05/30/25 Page 109 of 114 PagelD #:19149



Case: 1:22-cr-00115 Document #: 419-6 Filed: 05/30/25 Page 110 of 114 PagelD #:19150



Case: 1:22-cr-00115 Document #: 419-6 Filed: 05/30/25 Page 111 of 114 PagelD #:19151



Case: 1:22-cr-00115 Document #: 419-6 Filed: 05/30/25 Page 112 of 114 PagelD #:19152

May 14, 2025

Sam Toia

The Honorable John Robert Blakey

Judge of the United States District Court for the Northern District of Illinois
Everett McKinley Dirksen U.S. Courthouse

219 South Dearborn Street

Chicago, IL 60604

Dear Judge Blakey,

As a former restaurateur and advocate for the hospitality industry, I am writing to request that the
court consider the substantial support Speaker Michael Madigan has provided to his constituents
and to small independent operators across Illinois when determining an appropriate sentence.

I have always known Speaker Madigan to be a dedicated, hardworking leader who went to great
lengths to support small businesses. On one particular occasion in the Spring of 2016, I asked
Speaker Madigan to attend lunch with a group of small business advocates at the Hyatt Hotel.
The focus of the lunch was to promote the hotel, restaurant, convention, tourism, and hospitality
industries.

While I invited Speaker Madigan thinking that he would send a representative to attend in his
stead, he actually accepted the invitation himself. Speaker Madigan listened intently throughout
the entire lunch, and before he left, he told me he was going to work hard to help the industry get
support from the State of Illinois to keep our businesses alive.

Over the next few years, Speaker Madigan communicated with me regularly and made a point to
back initiatives that supported the hospitality industry, even while facing intense pushback. It
was through this experience that I realized how strong of an advocate Speaker Madigan was for
the Illinois hospitality industry.

Speaker Madigan was a man of his word. When he told me that he was going to do something, I
knew he would do whatever he could to help. This continued during COVID, which destroyed
the restaurant industry. At that time, I called Speaker Madigan to try and help our industry,
which he did by securing grants and technical support for small independent operators in Illinois.

In addition to these accomplishments, Speaker Madigan has been a strong proponent of the
working class, supporting workers on labor issues and advocating for immigration reform
throughout his long career.

I have had the pleasure of knowing the Speaker and his family for almost three decades, since his
daughter Lisa ran for State Senator. Even though I have known the Speaker for many years, I
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have developed a closer personal relationship with his wife Shirley. She and I communicate
regularly, which is how I have come to learn that she is in poor health. Shirley is in her eighties,
and her physical condition has declined significantly. The Speaker is Shirley’s primary caregiver,
and I ask the Court to consider the impact Speaker Madigan’s sentence will have on his wife’s
care.

Speaker Madigan has a long history of work as a legislative and community leader. Please
consider his life of public service as a whole and his dedication not only to his constituents and

the hospitality industry but to his loving care of his wife and family.

Sincerely,

Sam Toia
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