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Decatur
should be
home of
Farm Show

Last week's rainout of two
olthemmﬂ.nyswluwl-‘hnn
Progress Show made more

news than if the event had
taken place as scheduled.
For reasons only known to
Mother Nature, the show site
in northwestern Vermilion
C\)umy was the only spot in
is 10 receive drenching
rnms . One ineh of rain Mon-
day, 5 inches of rain Tuesday
night and 1 inch of rain late
Wednesday washed out tens
of millions of dollars worth
of exhibits, personnel
expenses and business for

For the past 50 years, the

Farm Progress
focused on agriculture in
lowa, 1llinois and Indiana
itionally rotated
annually among those states.
al folks remember

when the show put Dalton
City on the map in 1991.

The cancellation Wednes-

day and
Farm Progress Show was a
mecessity, despite the best

efforts of the show staff to
pave miles of streets
wood chips and yto find
parking alternatives. But in
the end, e cun'l park
50,000 ca and pick-
up trucks in a a field that is
not just muddy but is below
the surface of the water.

A similar oecurrence hap-
pened at Alleman, lowa,
about 15 years ago when a
6-inch rainstorm flooded the
exhibit and parking areas
the day before the show was
to open. That caused an
instant cancellation and
pushed the Farm Progress
ERop R o experiment

mi-permanent show
Site that featured paved
streets and an uhlhll field
um wnuld drain ex

A e plan may be on
the agenda for an [llinois site
that would allow ‘ to

i e o provide
continuity in some of the
field trials that allow
machinery makers to roll out

t.

make such a deal with the

opress s
Because the editorial office
of Prairie Farmer magazine
is located in Decatur, Farm

Inc. is already
familiar with the territory.
hy not create a site on the
north side of Decatur for &
permanent home for the
Farm Progress Show”
Show plannm require
ccess, and a
combination u'] 72, US. 51
and state routes 121 and 48
all provide that access. Show
planners need a significant
number of motel rooms with-
in a reasonable distance.
That requirement could easi-
Iy be met with the thousands
of rooms in Decatur,
Forsyth, sunnwem Blwm
ington and Cham
he Decatur. Macon Coun-
ty Fairground would be a
good site for a permanent
exhibit area. Although the
show is only three days long,
set-up for some exhibits
begins a month in advance.
would allow 11 months
of events at the fairground,
including the Macon County
Fair, which would benefit
permanent struc-
tures that companies
exhibiting at the show would

build

‘What would the community
have to do to secure a perma-
nent event that would br
people from around the wrh!
to Decatur for
conduct tens of millions nf
dollars worth of business?

It would take a commit-
ment by the Chamber of
Commerce for Decatur and
Macon County, the Econom-
ic Development Corporation
of Decatur and Macon Coun-
ty, the Decatur Area Con-
wvention and Visitors Bureau
and the Macon County Farm
Bureau, wrl;\all:h Wl\sr ]Ihe fair-
ground. I have a feeling one
of l.llem is already on boa

ne wants o discuss
it lurmer my calendar is
open.
St Ellis is an observer of the
Cenrral [llinois agriculiural scenc.
at

shellis@uiue echr
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