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1 APPEARANCES
2 ON BEHALF OF THE PLAI NTI FF: ! THOMAS SCHNEIDER,
3 LAW OFFI CES OF RASHAAN A. GORDON 2 awitness herein, called by the plaintiff, after having
i S A ke DM e ™o 500 3 been first duly sworn, was examined and testified upon
5 %I@Ef\?tggrn!ebgo?gggécom 4 hisoath asfollows:
5 DIRECT EXAMINATION
© O BEAECE TESMOON SONTY BEFER T 6 BY MR. GORDON:
; \évgbblﬁ'om{w‘lguLE%Z%%jlfte 600 7 Q. Canyou please state your full name and
bkur ni K@khkkl aw. com 8 spell it for the record? _
9 9 A. Thomas Schneider, S-c-h-n-e-i-d-e-r.
10 i i
> ?RE&MEQH/%T%W;@T%EaE%H?HH SERVICES, ROBERT 110 Q. Okay Andgave you ever given adiscovery
0 MChae'M b Keha”Es = 11 deposition before?
egan ew s .
132°S. Water St. 200 12 A Yes| hav_e. .
13 Deﬁagkar{ LCO%ZSZS 0860 13 Q. On approximately how many occasions have
14 ﬂ ewi s@ehart.com 14 you given adiscovery deposition’?
15 ' i
ON BEHALE OF RANDELL VEST: 15 A. Over thelast 30 years|'ve probably given
16 HEVL, "ROYSTER, VOELKER & ALLEN 16 threeor four.
Keith E. _Fruellng sg ; .
17 301 N, Neil te. 505 17 Q. Okay. I'mgoing to go over afew ground
kfruehl i ng@eyi royster. com . .
18 18 rulesto just hopefully make it go somewhat smoothly
19 19 during the process of this deposition.
20 20 So, during the course of my questioning,
21 21 I'll ask you certain things, to the extent that you
22 22 haveinformation that is responsive to it in the
23 23 area, and the expectation is that you will respond,
24 24 unless your counsel instructs you not to answer, |
25 25 anticipate that he along with some of the other
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1 the contract itself. 1 from DMH to further investigate what exactly
2 MS. LEWIS: I'll join that. Also, 2 happened to this person who was under the custody of
3 foundation. 3 the Macon County Jail from amedical perspective?
4 BY MR. GORDON: 4 A. ldon'trecal.
5 Q. Didyou understand my question? 5 Q. Ifyoudid, would you have taken any
6 A. |did. My recollection wasthat DMH had 6 notes?
7 theability to provide medical assistance 24 hoursa | 7 MR. KURNIK: Objection. Lack of
8 day, seven daysa week. 8 foundation.
9 Q. Okay. And how did you come to that 9 THE WITNESS: | am not going to specul ate.
10 understanding? 10 BY MR. GORDON:
11 A. My beliefinreferencetothecontractand |11 Q. Okay. But asyou sit here today you don't
12 my recollection of the contract. 12 have arecollection of talking to anybody from DMH
13 Q. Okay. Other than Dr. Braco, did you meet 13 about what happened to Michael Carter, correct?
14 any other doctor hired by or who worked for DMH who |14  A. | believel had a conversation with
15 was assighed to Macon County jail? 15 somebody from DMH. | cannot remember who that would
16 A. | don't recall any other peopleother than |16 have been, and it would have been in referenceto
17 Dr. Braco. 17 Michael Carter.
18 Q. Diditseemlogica to you that Dr. Braco 18 Q. Do you recall the substance of the
19 would aways be available in emergency situationsto |19 conversation?
20 tendto aninmate or adetainee who may behaving (20 A. | do.
21 sometype of medical issue at thejail? 21 Q. Tdl uswhat it was about.
22 MS. LEWIS: Objection. Argumentative. 22 A. Therewasanursethat wasinvolved in
23 Foundation. 23 this, and I'm thinking her name was Bates. If | am
24 MR. FRUEHLING: Join. 24 wrong, | apologize. But | indicated that | did not
25 THE WITNESS:. My answer isthat my belief |25 want that nurseto berendering any more services
Page 66 Page 68
1 would bethat Dr. Braco isone doctor for DMH but | 1 for our jail.
2 they would have substitute doctors that could fill 2 Q. Okay. Thisisthe same nurse, from your
3 infor him to be able to fill in anytime that he was 3 understanding, who appears briefly on the screen and
4 unavailable. 4 inside the medical unit that -- inside the medical
5 BY MR.GORDON: 5 cell that Michael Carter wasin on hisfinal
6 Q. Andwhat isthe basis of that belief? 6 morning, correct?
7 A. | amgoingto usetheword commonsense. 7 A. Thatiscorrect.
8 Q. Didanybody from DMH tell you that? 8 Q. Soyou havearecollection of speaking
9 A. No. 9 with somebody at DMH after Michael Carter died and
10 Q. Youunderstand on the day that Michael 10 Yyou said, Look, that nurse, | don't want her in the
11 Carter died that there was no doctor at thejail, 11 jail anymore, correct?
12 correct? 12 A. Thatiscorrect.
13 A. Thatiscorrect. 13 Q. From your understanding, once you said
14 Q. You aso understand Dr. Braco didn't come 14 that, she was no longer in thejail, correct?
15 back to thejail on that morning, correct? 15 A. Yes,si.
16 A. Don't know that, sir. 16 Q. Doyou recal if the contracts that you
17 Q. Okay. You didn't see him on any video, 17 signed that DMH agreed that it would establish a
18 correct? 18 training program for the county deputies and jailers
19 A. No,sir. 19 in accordance with the need mutually established by
20 Q. Andyou've never sought to inquire on 20 the county and DMH?
21  whether DMH actually tried to get adoctor tothe (21 A. | remember that therewasatraining
22 jail that morning? 22 provisioninthere.
23 A. | never inquired. No. 23 Q. Okay. From your understanding, was any
24 Q. Didyou ever talk to anybody -- after 24 type of training service established for the
25 Michael Carter'sdeath, did you ever talk to anybody |25 sheriff's deputies and the jailers? Was one ever
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1 established by DMH? 1 Q. Okay. Doyou know if those conversations
2 A. | amuncertain. 2 werein person or over the phone, e-mail, or what?
3 Q. Okay. Areyou aware or do you have a 3 A. | donot know, sir.
4 recollection that there'saprovision in the 4 Q. Hadyou ever been made aware of any
5 contract that dealt with health care reports that 5 complaints by Dr. Braco as to obstaclesin his way
6 said DMH shall conduct an ongoing health education | 6 inbeing able to deliver medical care to people
7 program and training for the county asfollows. 1. 7 housed at the Macon County Jail?
8 Health carereports. Health care reports of the 8 A. No,sir.
9 sheriff concerning overall operation of the health 9 Q. TheNCCHC, areyou familiar with that?
10 care services program and the general health of the |10  A. | am not familiar with that.
11  persons committed? 11 Q. Okay. The National Commission on
12  A. Yes, | remember that. 12 Correctiona Hedthcare. Have you heard of that
13 Q. Didyou get any quarterly health care 13 organization?
14 reportsfrom DMH at any point while you were 14  A. | haveheard of that, sir.
15 sheriff? 15 Q. Okay. It'sreferenced in the contract.
16 A. | don't know if that was-- if thisisme 16 Do you have recollection of the acronym being
17 remembering. | don't know if that was set up for me |17 referenced in the contract?
18 specifically or to my lieutenant that wasin charge |18  A. No, sir.
19 of thejail, but | do remember them having quarterly |19 Q. If | told you that one of the provisions
20 meetingswith Lieutenant Hotwick, to thebest of my |20 in the contract that dealt with at E on page 2 of
21 recollection. 21 the contract covered the year in question, 2015, it
22 Q. Okay. I'll come back to the meeting. But 22 dealswith specific staffing requirements, Number 3
23 asfar asthereportsare concerned, areyou aware |23 saysall physicians and nursing staff provided by
24 of any reportsthat, again, were generated by DMH |24 DMH shall be trained in accordance with NCCHC, do
25 pursuant to the provisions of the contract? 25 you have any reason to disagree that that provision
Page 70 Page 72
1 A. Areyouindicating reportsasin awritten 1 isinthe contract?
2 form? 2 A. | havenoreason to disagree.
3 Q. Yes 3 Q. Okay. Do you have any information as you
4 A. Okay. Then, no. 4 dit heretoday that all physicians and nursing staff
5 Q. Okay. Theresasoaprovision that deals 5 provided by DMH to Macon County Jail were, in fact,
6 with meetings where DMH agreed to conduct anongoing | 6 trained in accordance with NCCHC?
7 health education program and training for thecounty | 7 A. | donot know.
8 and meet quarterly with the sheriff concerning 8 Q. Doyou have arecollection of doing any
9 procedures within the jail and any proposed changes | 9 type of follow up or quality assurance to make sure
10 in hedth-related procedures or other matterswhich |10 that DMH was holding up its end of the bargain as
11 both parties deem necessary. Soitisyour 11 far asthis contract was concerned?
12 understanding that DMH did meet with Lieutenant |12 A. No, Sir.
13 Hotwick on aquarterly basis? 13 Q. Areyou aware of any type of training that
14  A. Itismy understanding, Sir. 14 was provided to any Macon County correctional staff
15 Q. Andhow did you come to form that 15 by anybody that dealt with identifying signs and
16 understanding? 16 symptoms of someone experiencing amedical crisis
17 A. | believe on occasion Lieutenant Hotwick 17 dueto diabetes?
18 would indicateto methat he had conversationswith |18  A. Okay. Specifically diabetes, | am unsure;
19 DMH staff. 19 but | can tell you that every Macon County law
20 Q. Okay. And the conversationsthat he had 20 enforcement or correctional officer isrequired to
21 that was, from your understanding, was that withthe |21 go through a basic correctional academy, which is
22 otaff that was assigned to the jail or wasthat DMH |22 approximately 200 hours, prior to being certified as
23 oaff, from your understanding, that worked at the |23 acorrectional officer in the State of Illinois. In
24 main hospital ? 24 that area, | believethey cover first aid. They
25 A. | would believe from the main hospital. 25 also cover other issuesregarding mental health and
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1 sorry. Didyou want to say something? 1 Q. Okay. Butyou felt comfortable putting it
2 A. Butitwasafollow-up tothat -- 2 into apressrelease?
3 Q. Okay. 3 A. Yes dir. Controlled statement, sir.
4 A. --andinitially from what Lieutenant 4 Q. Youdidn'tfeel likeyou could givea
5 Hotwick would havetold me, that he had adiabetic | 5 controlled statement to the family saying exactly
6 issue, from the phonecall I initially had. 6 what you had put into a press release?
7 Q. Sothat wasone of the things that 7 A. Thatiscorrect, sir. | gave a statement
8 Lieutenant Hotwick mentioned on the phoneinthat | 8 that | felt was necessary to the family to know that
9 first phone call? 9 | felt a heartfelt condolence toward them regarding
10 A. | would believe so, because | remember 10 thelossof their loved one.
11 something about a diabetic issue whenever hefirst |11 Q. Butthisisareleaseto the press, not to
12 called. 12 thefamily.
13 Q. Okay. Do you recall your office of 13 A. No. It'sreleased to the family also.
14 sheriff generating apressreleasein relation to 14 Q. How isit released to the family?
15 this matter? 15 A. Becausethey have -- they can obtain it
16 A. | believeso, sir. 16 through the media.
17 Q. Theday after thisincident? 17 Q. Soyour assumption is that they would see
18 A. | don't remember when it was, sir. 18 your heartfelt apology through the media? That was
19 MR. GORDON: Okay. Counsel? 19 your assumption?
20 MR. KURNIK: Let me seeit rea quick. 20 A. That ismy assumption.
21 Just for therecord, what you are showing himisa |21 Q. But the statement wasn't made to them; it
22 sheriff'sletterhead dated 7/19/15 and it's titled 22 was made to the press, correct?
23 PressRelease. Okay. He'sgot it. 23 A. Thelast statement was made toward them
24 BY MR. GORDON: 24 and thepress.
25 Q. Sir, have you seen that document before? 25 Q. Andthe press?
Page 86 Page 88
1 A. Ifyouwill, allow metimetoread it, 1 A. Yeah.
2 please 2 Q. Okay. Why did you have the conversation
3 Q. Sure. No problem. 3 with DMH where you told someone from DMH that you
4 A. Thank you. | prepared thisdocument, sir. | 4 didn't want that nurse back in your jail?
5 Q. Okay. Fair enough. Okay. Give that 5 A. WhydidI?
6 back. Thanks. 6 Q. Yes Why didyou?
7 A. Thank you. 7 A. | had information that she may not have
8 Q. Yep. Thelast portion of this press 8 been asempathetic aswhat | consider ed she should
9 release, it'sin quotations, start quoting and end 9 havebeen regarding the death of Mr. Carter.
10 quoting. Can you read that? 10 Q. Pleasetell uswhat information that was.
11 A. Yeah. Sure. Morethan happyto. | would |11 A. | had information that said that she had
12 liketo extend my heartfelt condolencesto the 12 left shortly thereafter and wasjust an individual
13 family of deceased. Signed Sheriff Thomas 13 that had indicated that she had to go do other
14 Schneider. 14 things; and, based upon the circumstances, sir, with
15 Q. Soyouincluded that in the press release. 15 thedeath in custody, | felt that it was a pretty
16 Didyou actually send this out to the press? 16 sad situation.
17 A. If 1 didn't send it my assistant would 17 Q. lIsitfair so say, based upon the internal
18 havesent it. 18 investigation that your staff conducted, that one of
19 Q. lIsthere areason why you didn't reach out 19 the conclusions was that this nurse appeared to be
20 tothefamily directly asopposed to incorporating |20 indifferent to the medical needs of Mr. Carter on
21 thequotesin the press release? 21 July 18, 2015?
22  A. Yes, Sr. 22 MR. KURNIK: Objection. Misstatesthe
23 Q. Okay. Pleasetell uswhy. 23 testimony of the witness.
24  A. Becauseof thereason why wearehere 24 MS. LEWIS: Join.
25 right now, potential litigation. 25 THE WITNESS: Okay. My information that |
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1 received from personnel in the jail was that she 1 A. | beievethreeto four years.

2 just left afterwards and there was not alot of 2 Q. Soundersheriff, what does that mean?

3 emotioninvolvedinit, and | felt that that was 3 A. Meansthat hetook care of different types

4 lessthan empathetic and, therefore, | had aproblem | 4 of programsand served in the capacity of an

5 with that response. 5 undersheriff. | had two administratorsthat werea

6 BY MR. GORDON: 6 part of the process of overseeing the operations of

7 Q. Didanyonetell you that, during the 7 thejail, and then | had him asthe under sheriff

8 course of their observation of her interactionswith | 8 over programs.

9 Mr. Carter on that morning, that shealsodisplayed | 9 Q. Okay. From your understanding, during his
10 problematic behavior with respect to either lack of |10 approximate three years as undersheriff, did any of
11 empathy or indifference to his condition? 11 hisresponsibilities involve anything related to the
12 A. | don't recall that. 12 Macon County Jail?

13 MR. KURNIK: Objection. 13 A. No,sir.

14 BY MR. GORDON: 14 Q. Okay. Didyou tak to Sheriff Buffett

15 Q. Doyou have any recollection astowhowas |15 about the loss of life that happened on July 18,

16 at DMH who you spoketoinregardtothisnurse? |16 20157

17  A. Please, again? 17  A. | would haveindicated to him that there

18 Q. Doyou haveany recollectionastowhoyou |18 wasan individual that died in custody.

19 spokewith at DMH in regard to Nurse Bates? 19 Q. Ijustwantto beclear for clarity

20 A. No, Il donot. It may have been through 20 purposes because you say | would have. So my

21 Lieutenant Hotwick. 21 questionis: Do you have arecollection of having a

22 Q. Okay. 22 conversation with Howard Buffett about Michael

23 A. Itwasn't specifically to DMH, but it was 23 Carter and his death on July 18, 2015?

24 amessage from meto Lieutenant Hotwick, sol am |24 A. Whenit first occurred | would have

25 thinkingthat it was more so my personnel that had |25 acknowledged to him that therewas a death because
Page 90 Page 92

1 direct contact with DMH tellingthem not toallow | 1 they -- so, yes.

2 her to come back and work. 2 Q. Okay. Doyourecal -- do you have an

3 Q. Okay. And so, from the time you sent out 3 independent recollection of the actual conversation?

4 that message, she never appeared back at thejail, 4 A. No,gdir.

5 correct? 5 Q. Okay. Do you recall anything that he may

6 A. Tomy recollection. 6 havesaidin response to what you told him?

7 Q. Okay. Intermsof Dr. Braco, at some 7 A. No,sdir.

8 point did you tell DMH that you didn't want 8 Q. Haveyou had any other conversations with

9 Dr. Braco working at the jail? 9 him about the death of Michael Carter in the Macon
10 A. No,sdr. | did not. 10 County Jail?

11 Q. From your understanding, at some point 11 A. No,sir.

12 Dr. Braco stopped working at the jail; is that 12 Q. Okay. From your understanding -- strike

13 correct? 13 that.

14 A. Thatiscorrect. 14 Y ou do understand that Howard Buffett, one
15 Q. Do you understand the circumstances 15 of thefirst things he did when he came on board was
16 surrounding him not working at the jail anymore? |16 to hire outside consultants to examine the Macon
17 A. No. | donat, sir. 17 County Jail system and, in particular, to examine
18 Q. Okay. Howard Buffett isthe current -- 18 thedelivery of health care services to those housed
19 wedll, he'stheinterim sheriff of the Macon County |19 at thejail, correct?

20 Sheriff's Department; is that correct? 20 A. Yes, gr.

21 A. Thatiscorrect. 21 Q. Didyou have an opportunity to speak to

22 Q. And how did you come to appoint Howard 22 Mr. Buffett in relationship to hisintention to hire
23 Buffett asthe interim sheriff? 23 outside consultants to conduct this examination?
24  A. Hewasmy undersheriff. 24  A. Yes Sr.

25 Q. How long had he been your undersheriff? 25 Q. Okay. Andthiswasin advance of him
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