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Education PAGE 9 ›› Education PAGE 8A ›› NACC 
introduces Peggy Sparks Turner Memorial Scholarship.

Food PAGE 6B ›› Enjoy a Mediterranean-inspired 
dinner with this recipe for grilled lamb chops.

FOCUS ON YOUTH

youth | page 8A

A young lady who 
will be studying at the 
University of North 
Alabama this fall is this 
week’s outstanding youth.  

Jordyn Cosby is a 
member of the Woodville 
High School Class of 2020.

Jordyn Cosby
Woodville Class of 2020

BY PEGGY M. HIMBURG
Sentinel Correspondent
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Th ree Scottsboro citizens have 
fi led a lawsuit against state offi  cials 
regarding Gov. Kay Ivey’s July 15 
mandate, questioning the validity 
of the governor’s order requiring 
citizens to wear masks during the 
coronavirus pandemic.

Scottsboro attorney Seth Ashmore, 
who is representing Barry Munza, 
Larry Lewis and Debbie Mathis in 

the lawsuit, said the purpose of the 
complaint isn’t aimed specifi cally at a 
mask.

“It is a question of just how broad 
the governor’s powers are,” said 
Ashmore.

Named in the lawsuit, fi led in 
Montgomery County, is Ivey and 
Scott Harris, in his offi  cial capacity as 
State Health Offi  cer of Alabama.

“No emergency rule was fi led by 
the State Board of Health, covering 
the July 15 order” said Ashmore. 
“So that means the July 15 state 
health offi  cer order is not a ‘rule’ or 
enforceable ‘law.’”

On July 15, Ivey issued a 
proclamation, incorporating an 

order that a person “wear a mask 
or other facial covering” at all times 
when within six feet of a person 
from another household, with some 
exceptions.

Violators of the order may 
be arrested, charged with a 
misdemeanor and, upon conviction, 
be fi ned $500 and jailed six months.

Ashmore said there is no statutory 
authority that can be construed to 
empower the governor to mandate 
the wearing of a mask under any 
circumstances.

Ashmore said his clients are 
directly aff ected by the order, as they 
are located within the boundaries 
of the state of Alabama and, during 

times, interface with the public at 
distances of less than six feet.

He said Munza and Lewis, 
are retired sheriff ’s deputies who 
interface with the general public in 
normal daily life, oft entimes within 
six feet of another individual. He 
said Mathis, a real estate agent, 
interfaces with the general public in 
her personal and professional life, 
oft entimes within six feet of another 
individual.

Ashmore said the very narrow 
question presented in the lawsuit 
that the judge will have to answer is 
whether Ivey as governor, in this case, 
can mandate that an individual must 

Scottsboro citizens file lawsuit against Gov. Kay Ivey
Question the validity 

of July 15 mandate 

to wear a mask

Bob Word has been selected as 
the 2020 Lion of the Year by the 
Scottsboro Lions Club.

Word joined the Scottsboro 
Lions Club in 1958 and has 
served the Lions with highly 
distinguished and dedicated 
service for 62 years.

He served as president in 
1965-1966 and again for three 
months in 2007. Word’s legacy 
was his father, Robert Word 

Sr., who was the club’s charter 
president starting July 20, 1938.

“It is diffi  cult to identify 
anyone who has had a more 
profound impact on the success 
of the club,” said Tom Bragg, the 
publicity chairman for the Lions 
Club. “For many years during 
the annual broom and mop 
sales, Bob always single-handily 
outsold the rest of the club. Th is 
was just typical of the positive 
impact he had on everything the 
club did.”

Word recently provided space 
for the club to store and process 
the many thousands of eyeglasses 
which come through each year 
and go throughout the world to 
help meet eyeglass needs.

Bragg said the celebration 
for Word was conducted 
during the current COVID-19 
period as a drive-by by Lions 
and other friends neighbors. 
Lions President Jackie Graham 
presented Word with a Lion 
statuette.

Word named 2020 Lion of the Year
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Bob Word has been named the 2020 Lion of the Year by the Scottsboro Lions Club. Pictured with Word is his 

wife, Elizabeth. Also shown celebrating are First Vice District Governor and Scottsboro past president Mechele 

Mosely (left) and Zone Chairman, Belinda Ballard (right), both members of the Scottsboro Lions.

LIONS CLUB
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BY BRAD NEVELS
brad.nevels@jcsentinel.com

Th e Jackson County Commission approved 
the donation of a surplus Emergency 
Management Agency vehicle to the county 
hospital board. 

Commission donates 
EMA vehicle to Highlands

BY BRAD NEVELS
brad.nevels@jcsentinel.com

Th e Scottsboro City Council approved 
a resolution to opt in to Tier 1 retirement 
benefi ts for city employees at its meeting 
Monday evening. 

Scottsboro Fire Chief Gene Necklaus 
discussed some details of the conversion at 
the meeting. He said it would allow employees 
hired aft er Jan. 1, 2013 to participate in the 
retirement system with the Tier 1 benefi ts. 

Council approves 
Tier 1 conversion
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Sports PAGE 1B ›› Scottsboro BassCats win Alabama 
BASS National High School Fishing state title.


