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Master-at-Arms 3rd Class Jordan McCormack, of Scottsboro, assigned to USS Gerald 

R. Ford’s (CVN 78) security department, stands watch during sea and anchor detail 

in the Atlantic Ocean July 25, 2020. Ford is underway conducting an independent 

steaming event. 
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Jimmy Cosby, director 

of Environmental 

Services at Highlands 

Medical Center, is 

helping city school 

staff  members prepare 

for the upcoming 

year with cleaning 

techniques while 

dealing with COVID-19.
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Sports PAGE 1B ›› North Jackson gets word on whether 
or not its game at Whitwell (Tenn.) will be played.

Sports PAGE 1B ›› Prep football coaches laud players 
for the eff orts following COVID-19 practice guidelines.

NOW AVAILABLE: 
The July issue of Jackson Monthly

Alabama will move forward with 
the reopening of schools under the 
mandate that students grades second 

and above must wear facial coverings.
Gov. Kay Ivey announced today 

the state’s mask order, in place since 
mid-July, will be extended through 
Aug. 31 at 5 p.m. Th e order, designed 
to slow the spread of coronavirus, 
was set to expire at the end of July.

“Th ese decisions are not easy, and 
they are certainly not fun and there’s 
no way in the world you’re going to 
make everybody happy 100% of the 
time,” Ivey said. “Because no one 
enjoys wearing a mask…I believe we 

are making progress in this arena. 
We must remain vigilant if we’re 
going to get our kids back and school 
and keep our economy open.”

Th e update to the “Safer at Home” 
order requires masks in schools 
and colleges, “where possible,” for 
employees and students in second 
grade and above. More importantly, 
it signals the state won’t step in to 
prevent schools from reopening 
for in-person learning with 
some schools planning to bring 

students back to class next week.
Ivey encouraged schools to 

move ahead with phased openings 
of in-classroom learning.

“We need to do everything 
we can to get our students back 
in the classroom,” she said.

Other school systems have opted 
for virtual learning for up to 9 
weeks as the state continues to see 
increases in coronavirus cases.

Ivey extends mask order through August
Alabama schools moving 

forward with school 

reopening, but students 

must wear a mask

Highlands Medical 
Center has worked 
diligently since the 
onset of COVID-19 to 
help prevent the spread 
within the hospital and 
in the community. While 
some new processes and 
procedures have been 
implemented to assist with 

prevention, cleanliness 
and sterilization have been 
some of the most critical 
and eff ective contributors 
to the success.

Jimmy Cosby, director 
of Environmental Services 
at Highlands, and his staff  
know the appropriate 
products, cleaning time 
needs, techniques and 

Hospital helps city schools with most 
eff ective COVID-19 cleaning protocols

A woman is accused of 
trying to run over a Jackson 
County narcotics agent during a 
methamphetamine investigation 
Tuesday evening. 

Th e 
Jackson 
County 
Sheriff ’s 
Offi  ce said 
it is looking 
for Madonna 
Lynn Gant, 
48, and 
that she 
should be 
considered 
dangerous. Th e sheriff ’s offi  ce 
said it’s not known whether she 
has access to weapons, but they 
said she has tried to assault a 
deputy in the past.

Gant is wanted in relation 
to a Tuesday evening drug 
investigation where the sheriff ’s 
offi  ce narcotics unit was 
investigating complaints of drug 
activity around County Road 
673 in Stevenson.

Chief Deputy Rocky Harnen 
said agents found an ATV where 
the road dead ends, and they 
found Gant and Michael Keith 
Garrard, 47 with an unidentifi ed 

Jackson County 
woman wanted 
for trying to 
run over deputy

Madonna Lynn Gant

Th e Scottsboro City Council 
voted to fund a school resource 
offi  cer for Scottsboro City 
Schools at its meeting Monday 
evening. 

Scottsboro Schools 
Superintendent Dr. Jay Reyes 
attended the meeting on 
Monday to discuss the funding 
of SROs with the council. He 
said in the Spring of 2018, he 
and Scottsboro Mayor Robin 
Shelton discussed safety 
improvements for the school 
system. At the time, there were 
two resource offi  cers in the 
system. One was stationed at 
Scottsboro High School, and 

Council approves 
$32,000 for SROs


