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The opportunity is great. 
The time is now.

Cast Your 
VOTE

Look for the offi cial people's 
choice ballot inside the 
Sentinel on Tuesday, Sept 3

JACKSON COUNTY PEOPLE'S CHOICE

BY DEWAYNE PATTERSON
dewayne.patterson@jcsentinel.com

Council holds dual session on Monday
BY BRAD NEVELS
brad.nevels@jcsentinel.com

He replied, "Because you 

have so little faith. I tell you 

the truth, if you have faith as 

small as a mustard seed, you 

can say to this mountain, 

'Move from here to there' 

and it will move. Nothing 

will be impossible for you."
Education PAGE 11A ›› Skyline Sophomore Luke 
West named EPCOT Student of the Month.

A Look Back PAGE 9A ›› A blast from the past 
featuring a September 1968 Sentinel-Age.

Prep Preview PAGE 1B ›› Jackson County high school 
football teams set for another week of region play

THE WORD

Matthew 17:20

DRUG SEIZURE 

Th e DeKalb County Sheriff ’s 
Offi  ce Narcotics and Interdiction 
team assisted with the seizure of 24 
pounds of methamphetamine last 
week that resulted in the arrest of a 
Scottsboro man.

According to DeKalb Sheriff  
Nick Welden, investigators with the 
Madison County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce 
Narcotics Unit completed a six-
month investigation into traffi  cking 
of large amounts of “Ice” in the 
North Alabama area. Welden said 
the Jackson County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce 
and Alabama Law Enforcement 
Agency special agents assisted in the 
investigation.

Welden said a traffi  c stop was 
conducted on Anthony Guthrie, 50 
of Scottsboro, was he was leaving the 
Fort Payne area.

“Our K-9 unit conducted a search 
outside of the vehicle at which 
time the K-9 alerted on the rear 
compartment of the vehicle,” said 
Welden.

Welden said agents located a 
cooler in the vehicle which contained 
approximately 24 pounds of “Ice,” 
pure crystalized methamphetamine. 

Investigators also 
arrested David 
Jose Topete, 49 of 
Tijuana, Mexico 
nearby at a hotel 
in Fort Payne in 
connection to the 
narcotics.

Welden said 
the value of 
methamphetamine 
could reach up to 
$150,000.

“We have reason 
to believe it as to 
be distributed in 
this area,” said 
Welden. “Twenty-
four pounds of this 
poison is enough to get a lot of people 
hooked and destroy a lot of lives.”

Both Guthrie and Topete 
were charged with traffi  cking in 
methamphetamine and placed in the 
DeKalb County Detention Center 
on a $1 million bond. Federal agents 
have been notifi ed and other drug 
charges are pending.

Welden said the investigation 
continues and more arrests are 
possible.

Th e Scottsboro City Council held 
a dual session Monday evening. 
Th e council discussed and voted on 
several items including refi nancing 
bonds, resolutions and gave an 
update on the recycling program. 

Brad Green from Raymond 
James Financial Services attended 
the council meeting to discuss an 
opportunity for the city to refi nance 

three outstanding series of bonds. 
He was there because interest rates 
are low, and refi nancing could 
save the city money. Breen said the 
refi nancing needed to be done in 
two phases. Two of the bonds could 
be refi nanced this year, while the 
third would have to be done at the 
beginning of next year. Green said 
the savings could be realized two 
ways. One way was a reduction in 
debt service each year. Th is option 

would save Scottsboro $362,000. Th e 
other way was by receiving a check at 
the closing of the bond. Th ese funds 
would have to be used for capital 
projects and the debt service would 
stay the same.  Th ese savings would 
amount to $300,000 for the city. 
Green recommended the council 
refi nance the bonds. Th e council 
agreed to have Green move forward 
with refi nancing the bonds. 

Scottsboro Mayor Robin Shelton 

gave a quick update on the recycling 
program Monday evening. He said 
they have had some participants 
since the program started back and 
anticipates many more. He said he 
is glad the recycling program has 
resumed. 

Th e council discussed and 
approved two resolutions for public 
transportation and the airport. Th ese 
resolutions are approved every year. 

Registration is now underway 
for the 26th annual Industry 
Appreciation Day, including a golf 
tournament and dinner, to be held 
at Goose Pond Colony Lake Course 
on Th ursday, Oct. 17 at 12 noon.

Co-sponsored by the Jackson 
County Economic Development 
Authority and the Mountain 
Lakes Chamber of Commerce, 
the activities off er an opportunity 
for representatives of industry 
and businesses throughout the 
county to join with elected offi  cials 
and community leaders for an 
aft ernoon of fun, fellowship and 
good-natured competition.

Th e golf tournament will be a 
best ball scramble format between 
four-man teams. Redstone Federal 
Credit Union is a Gold sponsor.

Closest-to-the-Pins is 
sponsored by Goose Pond Colony 
Resort, Longest Putt by Harbin 
Automotive, Range Balls by 
Peoples Independent Bank, Drink 
Cart by Reed Hollywood Quarry, 
Boat snacks and refreshments by 
Mr. Rooter and Reed Hollywood 
Quarry.

Th e grand prize will be two 
airline tickets to anywhere in 
the continental U.S. from the 
Huntsville Airport Authority.

Other sponsorships are still 
available to get your name out to 
the golfers.

Industry teams will be 
competing against consistently 
strong contenders from Maples, 
WestRock, PHP and others. To be 

Th e Scottsboro Chapter of the 
America Association of University 
Women (AAUW) is the recipient 
of a Two-Year Community Action 
Grant. 

AAUW has been empowering 
women as individuals and as a 
community since 188, working 
together to improve the lives 
of millions of women and their 
families.

Th e Scottsboro AAUW 
organization has partnered with 
Th e Scottsboro Public Library 
and their DEWEY STEAM Lab 
to provide STEAM activities to 
students throughout Jackson and 
Scottsboro City Schools. Funding 
received from the grant allows both 
organizations to visit classrooms 
and provide hands-on learning 
experience in the fi elds of science, 
technology, engineering, art and 
math.

“Being a recipient of this grant 
is a wonderful thing not only for 
our club but for our community,” 
said Mary K. Carlton, Scottsboro 
AAUW chapter president. “We are 
looking forward to opportunities 
we can bring youth in our area as a 
result.”

Th e grant is split up over a two-
year term that allows that club to 
visit the schools and take robotics 
kits and more that the library has 
to off er.

“Th e Scottsboro Public Library 
is thrilled to be working with 
AAUW on this project,” said Laura 
Pitts, library director. “We are 
fortunate through various grant 
funding projects to have built up a 

Scottsboro man charged with trafficking after authorities seize 

24 pounds of methamphetamine
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