
A young lady who is active in several school 
clubs and is an honor student is this week’s 
outstanding youth.  

Alanna Benge is a sophomore at Skyline High 
School.

As an all A student, 
Alanna is a member 
of the Beta Club.   She 
has achieved Academic 
Excellence in most of her 
classes.  

She placed fi rst in the 
Farm-City Junior Essay 
Contest in 2017 and 2017.

Th is top student is also a member of the Math 
Team and competed in the Algebra I division 
at the Jackson County Math Competition.  She 
placed in the top ten individually and her team 
placed second in that competition.

Alanna is active with the FFA (Future 
Farmers of America).  She has served as the 
Chapter Sentinel as well as secretary.  She also 
participates with the FCCLA (Family, Career, 
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Man wanted in two counties caught
A Fort Payne man, wanted in 

Jackson and DeKalb counties, was 
apprehended by DeKalb County 
authorities Friday night.

According to DeKalb Sheriff  Nick 
Welden, Billy Blake, 42 of Fort Payne, 
was taken into custody aft er leading 
deputies on a brief pursuit in a motor 

home on County Road 732 near Ider.
Welden said Blake abandoned the 

motor home and attempted to fl ee on 
foot when he was apprehended a short 
distance from the road.

“I’d like to thank our guys for 
working hard and getting this fugitive 
off  the streets,” said Welden. “Blake 
has stolen an untold amount of goods 
and money from citizens in two 
counties.”

Welden said Blake had been a 
fugitive aft er most recently walking 
away from Erlanger Medical 
Center in Chattanooga, Tennessee. 
Blake was admitted for treatment 
aft er he allegedly swallowed an 
unknown amount of suspected 
methamphetamine and had slipped 
into a coma, said Welden.

“He had just led Jackson and 
DeKalb deputies on a pursuit that 

ended near Rainsville,” added Welden.
Blake had previously been arrested 

for breaking into Henagar Junior High 
School and allegedly stealing $3,300 
that the school’s Beta club had saved 
for a trip in 2017. He was also charged 
with breaking into several churches in 
Jackson County.

Aft er being released from jail 
aft er a short stay, Welden said Blake 

12 Bushels Open 
raises money to help 
families in need

Th e Well Family Worship Center hosted its 
fi ft h annual 12 Bushels Open golf tournament on 
Th ursday, Aug. 15 at Goose Pond Planation Golf 
Course. Th e goal of the tournament is to raise 
money for Th e Well’s 12 Bushels Food Distribution 
ministry. 

Th is year, 17 teams participated in the golf 
tournament, more than ever before. Lead Pastor at 
Th e Well family Worship Center Gretchen Devries 
said in the past they have raised anywhere from 
$2,000 to $3,000 for the food distribution ministry. 

12 Bushels Food Distribution launched Jan. 
28, 2016 with the single purpose of driving down 
hunger by loving the least of these in the greater 
Jackson County Area. 12 Bushels FDC is a food 
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Having the freshman class commit to staying in school and graduating with their class has become an annual 
tradition at North Sand Mountain. This year each member of the Class of 2023 made that commitment as part 
of their freshmen orientation. Each student signed a graduation gown signifying their commitment to graduate 
and walk across the stage with their classmates to receive their high school diploma.
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North Sand Mountain High 
School freshmen Kaydon Gilley, 
Blake Blevins and Josue Luna 
were excited to sign the gradua-
tion gown committing to gradu-
ate with their class.  These young 
men joined with their classmates 
in this annual tradition as they 
began their freshmen year.

NASA teaming up with local business leaders

Local and regional businesses 
will have an opportunity to 
network with representatives 
from NASA and its prime 
contractor in Jackson County.

Th e Mountain Lakes Chamber 
of Commerce and Jackson 
County Economic Development 
Authority, in partnership with 
NASA’s Marshall Space Flight 
Center, will host a business 

forum titled, “How to Launch 
Your Business With NASA,” on 
Wednesday, Aug. 21 at the Goose 
Pond Colony Civic Center.

Th e event is open to all 
businesses and will allow them 
to connect with Senior NASA 
representatives and their prime 
contractors. Th e program will 
guide businesses through the 
process of working with NASA as 
a supplier, subcontractor and/or 
service provider.

Marshall’s projected 

procurement budget in 2019 
is approximately $16.6 billion 
and numerous procurement 
opportunities are available for 
small business participation each 
fi scal year.

“We are excited to bring David 
Brock and the NASA team back 
to Jackson County,” said Rick 
Roden, president and CEO of 
Mountain Lakes Chamber of 
Commerce. “We’ve had success 
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