
Th is week’s outstanding student is an honor 
student and star athlete.  Makenna Paige Jones is 
a junior at North Jackson High School.

Makenna is an all A student and member 
of the Beta Club. She has 
been recognized at the 
Renaissance Academic 
Excellence Program each 
semester.

In addition to being a 
top student, this young lady 
is an outstanding soft ball 
player for North Jackson.  
She was a member of the 
Regional Soft ball Champions in 2019, Area 
Champions 2018 and 2019, and the 2018 and 
2019 teams that placed in the state soft ball 
championships.

Math and history are Makenna’s favorite 
subjects.  

“Th ey make my brain think harder which 
makes me accomplish more,” she added.

Makenna already has plans for her future aft er 
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THE WORD
“Consider it pure joy, 
my brothers and sisters, 
whenever you face trials 
of many kinds, 3 because 
you know that the testing 
of your faith produces 
perseverance.”

JAMES 1:2-3
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Teen’s manslaughter charge going to grand jury
District Judge Don Word ruled last 

week that the manslaughter charge 
facing 16-year-old Jacob Isbell will be 
bound over to a grand jury.

Isbell is charged in connection 
with the death of Anthony Scott, 17 of 
Scottsboro, during a July incident.

According to authorities, several 

juveniles were together at a residence 
in the 19,000 block of Highway 35 
playing around with several handguns 
that were later discovered to be stolen. 
Authorities said, while the juveniles 
were playing, one of the guns went off , 
and Scott was shot in the face.

Scott was transported to Highlands 
Medical Center by the other juveniles, 
and later fl own to Erlanger Hospital 

in Chattanooga, Tennessee, where he 
passed away.

In his order, Word wrote, “Upon 
consideration of the evidence the 
Court fi nds there is probable cause to 
believe the off ense of Manslaughter-
Reckless has occurred and that 
there is further probable cause to 
believe the defendant committed said 
off ense.”

In court, city investigators said the 
group of juveniles fi rst said Scott was 
found along County Road 17, picked 
up and rushed to the hospital. Later, 
Isbell told investigators the group 
agreed to lie before arriving to the 
hospital.

Isbell remained in the county jail 
until last week when his bond was 
reduced from $100,000 to $25,000. 
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The Scottsboro Police Department presented a check for $1,684 to Sadye’s Fund recently. The police department 
played the Scottsboro Fire Department in a slow pitch softball game to raise the money. Pictured left to right: 
Regan Webb, Sadye Webb, offi cer Parker Henagar and Police Chief Ralph Dawe.

Trail of Tears ride 
set for Sept. 21

Motorcyclists from across the southeast will 
come together Sept. 21, 2019, for a scenic ride 
across the north Alabama region to honor Native 
American Indians. 

Now in its 26th year, the Trail of Tears 
Commemorative Motorcycle Ride travels from 
Bridgeport in the northeastern part of Alabama to 
the northwestern town of Waterloo, and along with 
the celebratory ride, there is a kick-off  rally and a 
three-day POW WOW for the public to take part 
in. 

 Th e Trail of Tears Commemorative Motorcycle 
Ride begins at the Alabama/Tennessee state line 
on U. S. Highway 72 in Bridgeport with riders 
departing at 8 a.m. CST on Saturday, Sept. 21. 
Th e ride travels U. S. Highway 72 West to I-565 
West arriving at Redstone Harley-Davidson at 
approximately 10:30 a.m. for an offi  cial ride rest 

A look at scams through the eyes of a fraud expert

Frank Abagnale, Jr. knows a lot 
about scams.

Th e subject of Steven 
Spielberg’s 2002 fi lm, “Catch Me 
If You Can” featuring Leonardo 
DiCaprio, Abagnale’s life as a con 
man between the ages of 16 and 
21 was chronicled.

Following his capture, he was 
off ered an opportunity to work 
out the remainder of his prison 
sentence with the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation. He has now 
spent the last four decades as a 
consultant with the FBI and is 
considered one of the foremost 
experts on fraud.

AARP Alabama’s Fraud Watch 
Network presented a program in 
Huntsville on July 18 featuring 
Abagnale, who provided advice 
on how consumers can protect 
their money and their identity 
from fraud.

According to the AARP, the 
state of Alabama ranks 11th in 
fraud and 19th in identity theft .

And, while younger 
consumers are more oft en the 
target of scams, when people 
ages 70 or above are the target of 
fraud, the median loss is higher.

Abagnale broke down his 
top three ways for consumers 
to protect themselves– shred 
everything, freeze your credit and 
use a credit monitoring service.

He said shredding important 
documents using a security 
micro cut shredder will provide 
the greatest security, stating that 
ribbon shreds and cross-cut 
shreds can be reassembled.

Freezing your credit ensures 
that no one can make inquiries 
on your credit without your 
permission.

“You can always unfreeze your 
credit if you need to allow an 
institution permission to make 
an inquiry,” Abagnale said. “Once 
the inquiry is made, you can 
refreeze it.”

And fi nally, use a credit 
monitoring service.

Abagnale said he uses one 
himself and credit monitoring 

services provide real-time credit 
scores and will notify if any 
inquiries are made to that credit.

While credit monitoring 
services require the consumer to 
be at least 16 years old, Abagnale 
said those under 16 can also be 
targets of fraud and identity theft .

He said services like LifeLock 
Jr. can be used for those under 16, 
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Frank Abagnale Jr. was the subject 
of a moving dealing with scams.


