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Northeast Alabama 
Community College golf 
teams fi nalize rosters

THE WORD

“What, then, shall 
we say in response to 
these things? If God 
is for us, who can be 
against us?”

ROMANS 8:31
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Good Hands
Within arm’s reach.Vickie Sanders
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Th is week, a delegation of 
co-op leaders from Tegucigalpa, 
Honduras visited CleBer/Oggun, 
a Jackson County company to 
explore business strategies to 
make their organization more 
competitive in an ever increasingly 
globalized economy. Th ey came to 
the area to learn about the benefi ts 
of open source technology and 
how such an approach can lead to 
economic development and new 
employment creation. 

Th ey hope to do their parts in 
bringing prosperity to Honduras, 
and thereby make it easier for 
their fellow citizens to improve 
standards of living as a deterrent 
to emigration. 

According to the delegation 
chief, Carlos German Mejia, their 

stay is not just about agreement 
signing, but as he describes it, 
“exploring a new way of thinking.”

As part of their itinerary they 
visited Ronnie Baugh, Director 
of the Oggun tractor production 
site in Paint Rock. Th e Oggun 
tractor provides an inexpensive, 
yet comprehensive solution for 
small farmers to increase their 
productivity in a wide range of 
crops. 

It is currently in operation in 
28 U.S. states (eight land grant 
universities) and 14 countries.  
Puerto Rico, Angola, Ethiopia 
and Cambodia have all sent 
delegations to Paint Rock in the 
last two months. Th ey along 
with South Africa have signed 
partnership agreements for use 
of the CleBer tractor and Go 
Native e-commerce system in 

their countries. Discussions are 
well underway with India and the 
Philippines.

Mejia said the idea is to 
replicate what Oggun is doing, to 
make a tractor more accessible to 
small producers who do not have 
access to this type of equipment. 

“We hope that small producers 
will be able to get food security,” 
said Mejia. “Th is will create more 
incentive for people to stay on the 
farm.”

He said immigration is a big 
problem in Honduras, and it has 
worsened over the last four to six 
months. 

“It is important that people 
have opportunities in Honduras, 
so they don’t have to go elsewhere,” 
said Mejia.   

Th e visiting mission was funded 

Honduran co-op leaders visit 
Jackson County to explore 
ways to bring prosperity to 
their home country

Th e Th ree-Arts Club will host its annual 
photography contests at Art Sunday held Sept. 1 
at King Caldwell Park. You must enter photos by 
Tuesday, Aug. 29.

Th is is an amateur 
youth and 
adult contest: 
kindergarten 
through 12th 
grade and 
college/adult.

Rules for the 
contest include the 
following:

Each entry must be created by the person 
submitting the photo.

All entries must be 8x10. No frames, glass or 
matting will be allowed. Th ere shall be no writing 
or identifi cation of any kind on the face of the 
print. 

Must have a separate entry form attached with 
each 8x10 photo. Download entry form at www.
threeartsclub.org.

No digital photo editing allowed. 
Photos may be of a person, taken either close 

up or full length in a fl attering manner; a place 
such as a city, harbor, tourist site, or national 
park; or a thing such as bridges, buildings or 
fl owers. 

Annual photo 
contest underway

Sisters spreading kindness throughout the county

Brenda Hillis and Linda Saint are the founders 
of the service group ‘2 Sisters Rock’. Th e group was 
started in July 2017 aft er the two were inspired by 
another rock tribute garden. 

Th e group’s slogan is “spreading kindness one rock 
at a time.” 

2 Sisters Rock has a tribute rock garden in front 
of 50 Taters that features the names of the Scottsboro 
Fire Fighters and honors those who have served their 
community and their country. 

2 Sisters Rock raises money by selling candy bars 
and accepting donations from local groups and 
restaurants. Th ey use those funds to provide breakfast, 
dinner, drinks and snacks to local fi re, police and 
sheriff  departments as well fi rst responders and 
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Sisters Linda Saint and Brenda Hillis are making the world 

a kinder place. The sisters, pictured with Hollywood Police 

Chief Jason Hepler, are traveling the area giving back to fi rst 

responders.

City BOE getting ready for 
DHR's move to Brownwood

Jackson County DHR is set to move into 
Brownwood Elementary School on Oct. 1, and 
the Scottsboro City Schools Board of Education 
is getting ready for the move. 

At its regular meeting on Wednesday 
aft ernoon, the board approved bids for painting, 
carpet, installation and base molding for the 
leased portion of Brownwood. 

Th e bid for painting was awarded to Oakley’s 
Painting and Remodeling in Florence for 
$39,200. Th e bid for carpet, installation and 
base molding was awarded to Kimberly Ann’s 
Flooring for $62,276.50. DHR will reimburse the 
school system for these costs. 

Th e board also approved a memorandum of 
understanding for the school resource offi  cer 
program. Superintendent Dr. Jay Reyes said 
the school system will begin advertising the 
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